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Pix Hears Justice Dept. Intently 
Probing Biz Practices Around N. Y. 


More rumblings of threatened fed- 
eral suits, probing of distribution 
practices and operations of Depart- 
ment of Justice men in and around 
New York City were heard this 
weck. Some film officials claimed 
that it was merely a continuation of 
D. J. inquiry into specific squawks 
made by independent exhibitors and 
indie circuits, while others believe 
the investigation is being intensified. 
One estimate by an indie executive 
was that some 30 to 40 justice de- 
partment operatives, most of them 
ambitious, shrewd attorneys, now 
were collecting data in Greater New 
York City. 


Investigation revealed one theory 
to the effect that any major indict- 
ments of the scope of the St. Louis 
ease might bring extensive reper- 
cussions in the whole industry. An- 
other idea advanced was that unless 
internal reform on trade practices 
was forthcoming, an effort might be 
made to foist a Federal Picture Com- 
mission, much the same as the ICC 
and FCC, n the film business as 
a means of regulation, This is to a 
certain extent a revival of conver- 
sations by independents that such a 
drastic step might be attempted at 
the forthcoming sessions of congress. 


BANNER YEAR 
FOR CIRCUSES 











Chicago, Sept. 14. 

With only a few weeks left to go, 
the present circus season looks to 
wind up as the best one since 1929. 
Most major outfits are coming 
through with heavy profits, and the 
smaller ones are likewise seeing 
plenty of black on the ledger. 


Conservative estimates have Ring- 
ling Bros., Barnum & Bailey wind- 
ing up the season with $2,000,000 to 
the good, and, quite naturally, at the 
top of the list as far as gross profits 
are concerned. Barnes-Sells-Floto is 
listed as being able to bank a near | 
$500,000 for the year, while guessers | 
put the Cole Bros. black ink figures 
at from $500,000 to $750,000. 

Other major outfits are aiso put- | 
ting swag in the sock. In fact, of | 
all the major outfits, the only one | 
which hasn’t done so well, is Hagen- | 
beck-Wallace. This show got a| 
cloudy Start in Chicago at the begin- | 
ning of the season and then never 
really got going. The switch in | 
management and organization dur- | 
ing midseason didn’t help, and| 
there’s been rough going ever since. 

Show was also sent into different 
territory than that which was die | 
inally booked, in order to avoid | 
conflict with Barnes-Sells-Floto or 
Ringling Bros. dates. With these and 
inter-organization troubles, it looks | 
doubtful that this year will see a} 
Payout on Hagenbeck-Wallace. 











Tough on the Snake 





Kalamazoo, Sept. 14. 

Larry Tetzlaff, youthful herpe- 
tologist of the Tetzlaff Reptil- 
lium at Milham Park here, after 
hospitalization, récovered last 
week from the effects of a 
moccasin bite acquired a week 
previously. 

The snake died. 














|} some years. 


Still Trying To 
Perfect Radio's 


War Coverage 





Although CBS finally -effected a 
broadcast from the China war zone 
to America last Saturday (11) no 
regular schedule from there has been 
worked out and it is not known when 
any more voice etherings will be 
possible. That program, a talk by 
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, wife of 
the Chinese generalissimo, originated 
from a temporary station at Hankow 
and is thought to have used ap- 
proximately 3 k.w. power. Because 
of, interference it was barely under- 
standable on this side. In spite of 
the drawbacks, broadcast of the talk 
at all was considered by communica- 
tions men in America as a real tri- 
umph. 

Since the transmitter at Chenju 
was put out of commission Aug. 17 
by Japanese bombs, last Saturday’s 
broadcast was the first voice pro- 
gram from China. Frantic efforts 
~» (Continuec on page 63) 


GEORGE M. WRITING 
POP SONGS AGAIN 


George M. Cohan is 








starting to 


write popular songs more actively | 


again than has been his wont for 


of it 
pub 


most 
indie 


ditties and is doing 
through Jerry Vogel's 
firm, retaining the copyrights in his 
own name. 


‘When New York Was New York 
(New York Was a Wonderful 


Town),’ and ‘Johnny Q. Public (Of 
the U. S. A.)’ are two of his latest, 
with whith he’s starting off more 
prolifically than in the past. 


5-YR.-OLD ANNOUNCER 
Salina, Kansas, Sept. 14. 
KFBI has a five-year-young an- 
nouncer, Robin Gaardsmoe, who airs 
his own program regularly. 
It’s a 15-min. show each afternoon. 
Tot plays recordings and does all his 





| own spieling. 








He’s taken renewed in- | 
terest in the idea of fashioning pop | 


NAB GALLS GEN'L 
MEET FOR OCT. 1 





To Embrace Every Station, 


In and Out of the Nation-| 
al -Ass’n of Broadcasters | 
—Stems from Musician) 
Confabs—Mention Ayles- | 


worth, Farley and Hull 





CONGRESSIONAL PROBE 





At the demand of the broadcasters | 
who met at the Waldorf-Astoria ho- | 
tel, N. Y., last week, to air the issue | 
of musician employment, the officers | 
of the National Ass’n of Broadcasters 
has called a general meeting of the | 
broadcasting industry in New York, | 
starting Oct. 12. Invitations have been 
extended to every station of the 
country, regardless of whether it is 
a member of the NAB. 

This gathering, first of its kind 
ever held by the industry, will be 
faced with deciding what it wants 
to do about handling the Congres- 
sional investigation that is slated for 
American commercial broadcasting. 
Also whether it wants to retain a 
czar or general counsel, who in turn 
will select a labor relations expert, 
with both given complete authority 
to act as spokesmen for the industry 
in treating with the forthcoming in- 
vestigation or any other important 
problems affecting the entire indus- 
ry. Among the personages unoffi- 
cially cited for the Will Hays assign- 

(Continued on page 63) 


The Road Back 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Jeareld McDonald changed over 
from a real convict to a synthetic 
striper for Warners ‘San Quentin.’ 
He also changed wives without the 
usual legal formalities. No. 1 saw 
him on the screen and turned him 
in. 

Now he’s back at Quentin doing 
another stretch, 


Fishell on Football 


Dick Fishell, sports commen- 
tator on the WMCA-Intercity 
network, goes into his seasonal 
trance for VARIETY again this 
year, crystal-gazing the football 














games. 
Just to get into the spirit o’ 
things with the spirits who 


guide him on pickin’ the win- 
ners (we hope!), Fishell hot- 
stoves this week with an analy- 
sis of the nation’s gridiron map. 
In next week’s issue he’ll pick 
first selections for the Sept. 25 
games, which officially tee off 
the grid season. 

His chatter this 
page 61. 


week is on 











RADIO MULLS ‘CZAR 


IDEA 





N. Y. Views Legionnaires a Break-In 
For Handling the 39 Fair Visitors 





Church Jammin’ 





Swing music as an ecclesiasti- 
cal come-on is being tried by a 
sea-going preacher along Long 
Island’s south shore yachting 
and fishing center around 
Freeport. Ensconced in a row- 
boat equipped with a portable 
victrola, preacher plays latest 
swing tunes to attract attention 
of the pleasure-boating set. 
When jam session is over he 
gives out with his spiel and 
then proceeds directly to near- 
by boats for collections. 

Fishermen are trying to have 
him removed because music 
frightens the fish, they claim. 


Burlesk Looks 
About Set For 
Fadeout; Biz NG 


Sapolioed burley in New York and 
elsewhere looks on the way out. It’s 
only a question of how long house 
ops can stand the gaff of declining 
grosses before shuttering for good. 
New York houses are especially 
stymied through limboing of burley 
classification on the shows and are 
about convinced that without this 
former asset they just can’t operate 
around New York or elsewhere. 

Whether show is under wraps or 
back to the former hotsy-totsy trend 
where everything goes doesn’t matter 
for they won’t come in to find out. 
With unhealthy b.o. take and ops 
far from philanthropic, one can 
hazard a guess that it won't be long 
now, 

















Swing Murals 





With the vanguard of American 
Legion delegates already in town for 
the national convention, opening 
next Monday (20), convention au- 
thorities are counting up the coin 
expected to be spent by former serv- 
ice men in Manhattan. Legionnaires, 
their families and other visitors are 
expected to leave $6,000,000 in the 
city, according to Richard Burritt, 
secretary of the New York Conven- 
tion and Visitors Bureau, which was 
largely instrumental in bringing the 
meeting to N. Y. Made this estimate 
after dehydrating recent wild esti- 
mates, and basing it on the theory 
‘that each American Legion man and 
|members of the Auxiliary will make 
jan average expenditure of $50. This 
‘brings the total to $5,000,000, with 
an additional $1,000,000 to come from 
| some 300,000 visitors expected in 
|N. Y. during the convention. 
| Attendance by Legionnaires and 
members of their families will be 
around 100,000, or the largest con- 
vention body ever to gather in one 
city, Burritt stated. 


Biggest day from the standpoint of 
the public and the number of out- 
of-town visitors it will draw will be 
Tuesday (21) when the annual 
parade is held. This time it will be 
up Fifth avenue, which is still re- 
garded by ex-service men as the 
gateway through which they 
marched on the way to the battle 
front in the World War. Procession 
will gather below 30th street, pass 

(Continued on page 63) 


UNIONISM HITS 
RODEO DATES 











Spokane, Sept. 14. 
Rodeo sponsors are running into 
union trouble with  bronc-riders, 
bull-dogers, calf-ropers and other 
cowboy performers. 





New class wrinkle for danceries is 


being tried by Charlie Horvath, op- | 


erator of the Trianon ballroom, 
Cleveland, O., by way of murals for 
his newly redecorated spot. 

Kallman Fayer, Hungarian artist, 
has been engaged to do the history 
of swing on the hoof shoppe’s walls. 
Paul Whiteman, Benny Goodman 
Fletcher Henderson, et al, will find 
roles in the new scheme. 


Singing Out Sentence 
Chicago, Sept. 14. 


Song, ‘Keep Chicago Safe,’ used 
nightly by Willie Short at Colosimo’s 





at the order of Judge Braude was 
written by Marjorie Marsh. 
Order came when Shore was 


pinched for 10th time on speeding 
charge. Judge sentenced him to do a 
safety talk and song at every show 
foc six months. But seriously. 


Most top-hands in rodeo business 
belong to the Cowboys’ Turtle As- 
sociation, ruling organization of pro- 
fessional cowboy performers. When 
Ellensburg Rodeo committee refused 
| to let Turtles have their own judges, 
Turtles boycotted the rodeo. The 
committee gave in night before 
| three-day show started, but Turtles 
had already promised to perform at 
Walla Walla county fair. 


Result was that the Ellensburg 
Rodeo was not up to standard, 
| Show is one of four biggest in world, 
; putting up bigger purses than most. 
Only two tophands, Bill McMacken 

and Shaniko Red, participated. They 

walked off with show against local 
talent drummed up at last minute. 

Everett Bowman, world’s champion 
cowboy, and president of the Turtles, 
| has declared famous Pendieton 

Sept. 16-18, will be 


Roundup 
boycotted by Turttes, too, for same 


| 


lreason as at Ellensburg. 
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L. K. Sidney's Radio Liaison Post 





PICTURES 





Wednesday, September 15, 193 














Between Loew's-WHN and MG Studio 


L. K. Sidney, who sailed for Eu- 
rope last week to huddle with Louis 
B. Mayer, is reported set for a gen- 
eral assignment in the Loew-Metro 
organization. His new duties will 
have Sidney serving as an advisory 
link between the studios, the the- 
atres and the tombine’s New York 
station, WHN. 

When he returns from Europe, 
Sidney will spend a month on the 
Coast, Next. move will be to go 
over things at WHN and find out 
what the Loew theatre heads want 


from the radio picture situation. 
After that Sidney most likely will 
make Hollywood his permanent 


mooring place with the title of v-.p. 

Understood that Sidney’s new con- 
tract is for five years, to be split 
between Loew’s, Inc., and the Metro 
studio. His previous contract ex- 
pires in January. 

It was Sidney who brought Bill 
Bacher into the Metro radio picture 
and. helped sell the studio show to 
Maxwell House Coffee, through Ben- 
ton & Bowles, at $25,000 a week 
starting Nov. 4. 

Sidney took over WHN when it 
lost. $112,000, and last year it made | 
$60,000 net profit. 











| 


DOYLE, ALBERT 
FROM AUSSIE 
INN. ¥. 


Stuart F. Doyle, Australian show- 
man who recently resigned from 
Greater Union Theatres, major film 
chain down under, to devote his 
time primarily to radio, is in New 
York for a short visit en route to 
England. He has a couple of film 
houses building there and will at- 
tend to that and arrangements at- 
tendant thereto before returning to 
his home. 


In New York, Doyle will be 
strictly a radio man. Frank Albert, 
Aussie musie publisher and Doyle’s 
partner in 16 stations down under, 
will join Doyle in N.Y. next Monday 
(20). They will go over some de- 
tails together for a couple of days, 
Doyle going on to London and Al- 
bert hanging around for a week or 
so, returning to Sydney the other 
way, via California. Doyle came in 
that way, but goes back the other 
way, stopping off in Capetown, 
South Africa, en route. 

There is a possibility, too, that 
Doyle will talk film production in 
London, but this is dependent on 
what he finds when he gets there. 


Dixie’s Deep-South 
Bleat Over ‘A. & M.’s’ 
Raye-Armstrong Bit 


Atlanta, Sept. 14. 

The Deep South still wants its 
Hollywood product ‘lily white.’ Lat- 
est uproar surrounds Martha Raye’s 
skit with Louis Armstrong’s colored 
bandsmen in ‘Artists and Models,’ 
current at Lucas Jenkins’ - Fox 
theatre. 


Film critics, heretofore, have suf- 


fered their indignation in silence, 
but this week Dudley Glass, re- 














viewer for Hearst’s Georgian aired 
himself in print (after lauding pic} 
as a whole) thuswise: 

‘There’s one jarring note. It is the) 
number in which Martha Raye, | 
thinly burnt-corked, does a Harlem) 
specialty with a fat Negro trumpeier 
and a hundred other Negroes. It is 
coarse to the point of vulgarity. 


‘I have no objection to Negroes on | 
the screen. I like them from Bill | 
Robinson down the line. Their 
stuff usually is good. 

‘But I don’t like mixing white folk 
-—and especially a white 
their acts.’ 

That, while one man’s opinion, 
voices sentiment of just about 95% of | 
film audiences down this way, who, | 
insofar as mixing of races is con-! 
cerned, remain unreconstructed dis-, 
pite fact Dixie lost that fratricidal | 


ota? 
girl—in 


conflict way back yonder in 1861-65. | 





om . 
This Is Official 1 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Titles and status of Darryl F. 
Zanuck’s three principal lieutenants 
at 20th-Fox have been defined by 
Zanuck in an Official statement. 
William Goetz is designated as 
vice-president and executive assist- 
ant to Zanuck; Sol M. Wurtzel, ex- 
ecutive producer; Harry Joe Brown, 
production assistant to Zanuck, and 
Ed Ebele, production manager. 


ITALIAN CENSOR 
GETTING TOUGH 








Rome, Sept. 3. 


Quite a number of American pics 
have been held up by the Italian 
board of censors of late—for polit- 
ical, religious, moral reasons—and in 


|some cases for no stated reasons at 


all. 

Among the latter, Chaplin’s ‘Mod- 
ern Times’ (UA) had the most sur- 
prising experience, as it had been 
exhibited in Italy a couple of times 
and then was withdrawn from cir- 
culation without any specific reasons 
given to United Artists for its with- 
drawal. 

‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA), ‘You Only 
Live Once’ (Par), “These Three’ 
(UA) and ‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) 
are amohg others that have failed 
to obtain the o.k. of the board of 
censors. 

‘Garden of Allah’ (Par) was re- 
fused, even after all the episodes 
dealing with, or referring to, the 
monastery were rewritten. These 
episodes had been what the Italian 
censors objected to, but now that 
they have been changed, the pic is 
still declared unsuitable ‘for artistic 
reasons.’ 

It would appear that the decisions 
of the board of censors are a very 
uncertain quantity for foreign pro- 
ducers to cope with, as some pix that 
have been passed, dubbed and ac- 
tually shown in Italian theatres (such 
as ‘Modern Times’ and ‘General Dies 
at Dawn’) have subsequently been 
withdrawn; whereas others, which 
for a long time were rated unsuit- 
able, have eventually been passed. 


Wait Till Wall St. Hears 
About This: 175G for Oater 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Next Gene Autry starrer at Re- 
public will be ‘Washington Cowboy,’ 
to which the studio has assigned top 
budget of $175,000 in addition to 
promising heavy ballyhoo. 

Departure marks a new deal be- 
tween the lariat tosser and Republic, 
under which former will draw more 
pretentious pictures. He is now on 
‘Springtime in the Rockies.’ 








JOHNSTON BACK IN N. Y. 


W. Ray Johnston, president of 
Monogram, comes in from the Coast 
this week, where he has been for 
about a month. 

Johnston went from. the Chicago 
sales confab to the west coast, visit- 
ing several key spots in that terri- 
tory. 


=== 





Best Selling Pix Scores 


‘Artists and Models’ (Par). 
. (Koehler - Young « Arlen-Lane-Hol- 
, lander-Robin.) 
-*Vogues’ (UA). 
(Brown-Fain; Loesser-Sherwin.) 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB). 
(Mercer-Whiting.) 
‘Can’t Have Everything’ (20th). 
(Gordon-Revel.) 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par). 
(Coslow - Siegel; Johnson - Burke; 
Lane-Freed.) 
‘B’way Melody’ (MG). 
(Brown-F reed.) 


F-WC PIPING AIR 
PROGRAMS INTO 
| THEATRES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 

Fox-West Coast Theatres, in pip- 
ing its own radio program, Ed 
Lowry’s ‘Singtime’ into: its houses, 
doesn’t think it is creating any self- 
competition. F-WC will have five 
theatres in the L. A. sector listening 
to the Lowry community sing, at 
which time the screens will be dark- 
| ened and the airshow amplified into 
the theatres. Broadcast emanates 
from Fox-West Coast’s Filmarte 
sureseater in Hollywood. 

This is the pseudo-commercial 
ishow for F-WC over the Don Lee- 
|CBS network, only it’s a trade deal 
\in that the F-WC screens swap Don 
| Lee plugs in exchange for the radio 
time. 
| F-WC experimented with the half- 
| hour Lowry loudspeakering into sev- 
| eral smaller houses, hence the move 
|to extend it into the five bigger 
|nabe theatres. 


‘SHILKRET LOOKING FOR 
OUT FROM RKO PACT 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

It’s understood that Nathaniel 
Shilkret is attempting to negotiate a 
deal with RKO whereby he will be 
released from his contract as musi- 
|eal director at option time in No- 
vember. 

Studio has indicated it is in no 
mood to let him off and will hold 
him to his pact. 


Hays Back in N. Y. 


Will Hays arrived in N. Y., Mon- 
day (13) from the Coast where 
he was during the summer months. 
Hays stopped off in Glencoe, IIL, 
last week to attend the wedding of 
John T. Hays, his nephew, to Mary 
Powers Spooner. 


Hays will preside at the quarterly 
meeting of MPPDA directors tenta- 
tively set for the latter part of this 
month. 

Walter Trumbell, assistant to the 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors, was called to 
Chicago this week by the sudden 
death of his mother, Mrs. L. C. Par- 









































dee, at Winnetka, Chi _ suburb. 
Funeral was held Thursday (9). 
| Trumbell is expected back at the 


| Hays office in N. Y. this week. 


GROSS QUITS LESSER 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Edward Gross, for the last three 
years an associate producer with Sol 
Lesser’s Principal Pictures, has re- 
signed. ; 
Understood Gross plans to produce 
independently. 
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By Jack 


A Broadwayite Leaves Broadway 


—= 


Osterman 





... that’s Broadway.’ 


could get to a high class cafe in his 
we love Euclid avenue! 


Longchamps. 


Walter Wanger. 


by now. 


we will miss the stars that left us 
| column’ . . « we will miss the noise 
| the quiet chats with Sam Rosoff.. 
| we haven't figured out yet . 
A 





| them? ... we'll miss the darkness 
| tween 52d and 53d streets. 


don’t get us wrong... we love Clark 


The present conversation seems to be, ‘To be passe or not to be passe 


And so, while the literati are racking their brains, arguing back and 
forth, discussing pro and con, this Broadwayite, born on Cherry 
Toledo, Ohio, leaves for the Mayfair Casino in Cleveland—the near 


Now that Sid Skolsky has retired to do some light housekeeping in a 
lily cup we will leave the Broadway supremacy battle in the hands of 
others until we return in a couple of months, and hope to be in time for 
the opening of the International Casino. 
place has already supplied other cafe oweners with alibis 
business is off due to the International postponements. 

In leaving Broadway after a successful four months’ engagement—we 
might say a career, in fact, we will say a career—we will leave with 
memories of a great live street—Broadway. 

We will miss the many pickets who are working diligently in front of 
the Automat hoping some day to work their way 


We will miss 52d street, but we can see it again when it’s released by 


We will miss the dance teams in night clubs that think they must sing 
a song first before going into the dance . 
do a dance first before going into “That Old Feeling.’ 

We will miss Dan Walker, the new Broadway columnist on the News 
when he makes his debut at Loew’s State . 


We will miss the private dining room atmosphere of Reuben’s at 4 a.m. 
. - we will miss people asking us if vaudeville will ever come back . 


. we will miss the Wrigley sign, which 
. we will miss the next changing of the 
stor theatre sign, always a wide-awake event on the main stem. 

| We will miss the old seats at the new Capitol . 


Who said Broadway was dead? Why, the people on the street that pan 
you have more vim, peppier adjectives than ever before . . 


street, 
est he 
home town, But don’t get us wrong, 


Incidentally, this gorgeous new 
... they claim 


up to the front of 


. we have yet to see singers 


- . he must be penciled in 


for Hollywood ‘as predicted in this 
of the new subway construction and 


- what happened to 
of the Manhattan Storage block, be- 





. but please 
and Randolph ...a helluva No. 2 act. 





OVER ‘VOGUES’ CREDITS 


Exhibitors who are ad-conscious 
}are picking on United Artists be- 
| cause of the credit given in ‘Vogues 
of 1938’ to various commercial 
houses, including I. Miller (shoes), 
Jaeckel (furs), John-Frederics (hats) 
and others. Strong letters are being 
written to UA on the matter by 
various operators who have bought 
the picture, including large chain 
accounts. 


Protests are that the advertising 
to the various firms is bad, regard- 
less of the merits of the picture. 

Squawks may be engendered in 
some instances by the thought that 
rental or other adjustments under 
contracts may be obtained because 
the advertising is there, 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 22 (London to New York), 
Jack M. Rubens, Paul Rotha (Beren- 
garia). 

Sept. 22 (London to New York) 
Louis B. Mayer (Normandie). 

Sept. 16 (New York to Hamburg), 
Roth and Shay (Hamburg). 

Sept. 16 (Quebec to London), 
Theodore H. Fligelstone (Empress of 
Australia). 

Sept. 15 (London to New York), 
Hildegarde (Champlain). 

Sept. 15 (New York to London), 
Gertrude. Michael, Frances Maddux, 
Frank Bishop, Mr. and Mrs. Sam E. 
Morris, John W. Hicks, Jr., Maj. Gen. 
James G. Harbord, Earl and Jose- 
phine Leach, Mr. and Mrs. Kar] Kra- 
mer (Normandie). 

Sept. 15 (Los Angeles to Mel- 
bourne), Rex Weber, Lee Leonard, 
Carl Shaw and Co., York and Tra- 
cey, Ward and King (Monterey) 

Sept. 12 (New York to Hamburg), 
Nelson Doubleday. Mr. and Mrs. L. 
R. Wasey (Europa). 

Sept. 11 (New York to London), 
Edward Craven, Jean Le Seyeux, 
Clay T. Morgan, Joseph Seidleman 
(Ile de France). 

Sept. (New York to Geno), Rose 
Davies (Conte di Savoia). 














Sept. 11 (Buenos Aires to New 
York), Nat Liebeskind (Northern 
Prince). 





ARRIVALS 


Hunt Stromberg, William Dieterle, 
Raymonde Delaunois, J. S. Hummel, 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Samuels, Isaac 
|F. Marcosson, Mr. and Mrs. David 
| Bernstein, Mrs. David Sarnoff, Mr. 
|and Mrs. Jack Pearl, Giuseppe Sturi- 
;ani, Mrs. Natalie Kalmus, Michael 
| Gough, Dr. A. H. Giannini, Grover 
Whalen, Stanton Griffis, Agnes de 
Mille, Laurence (Tony) Howard, Sol 
_A. Rosenblatt, Irvin Marks, Boris 
| Said, Helen Titel, Phil Reisman, Sir 
, Humphrey Milford, Adolf Schmid, 
Margaret Bannerman, Lawrence 
Grossmith, Constance Bennett, Jo- 
|seph M. Schenck, Heidy von Maas- 
|burg, Diana Graves. 





SCREEN ADV. SQUAWKS — 





20TH HAS 5843 
ACCOUNTS: PIX 
DEALS SET 


Total number of 20th-Fox accou 
which will play the company’s pro- 
duct during 1937-38 stood at 5,843 as 
of Friday (10). This is believed to 
be a high for any company so far 
on the new year’s pictures. 

Twentieth-Fox distribution depart- 
ment, headed by John D. Clark, held 
a good lead on competitors two 
months ago when selling generally 
was slow with most majors. 

With lead-off releases as a sales 
argument, United Artists is getting 
the best deals of its career on 1937-38 
product and has exhibitors virtually 
in the position of having to listen to 
terms as well as conditions. 

UA came out of a bad streak with 
‘Star Is Born,’ delivered as a last 
season’s picture, and so far this film 
year has sent out four strong con- 
tract-getters, ‘Stella Dallas,’ ‘Dead 
End,’ ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ and ‘Vogues 
of 1938.’ 

Two important product deals just 
closed are with the George W. 
Trendle chain in Detroit and the 
Minnesota Amusement group in the 
northwest controlled by Par. John J. 


(Continued on page 63) 





























Sm fet. A. 


Pandro S. Berman. 
Herman Bernie. 
Joseph Bernhardt. 
Flora Boyle. 

Lou Clayton. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Sidney Kingsley. 
Hal Le Roy. 

John Murray. 

Sam Rheiner. 
Ralph Saphier. 
Edward Sutherland. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


William Bledsoe. 
Nate Blumberg. 
William Collier, Sr. 
Roy Disney. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Paul and Grace Hartman. 
Will H. Hays. 

Joy Hodges. 

Henry Joffe. 
George Jessel. 
Jerry King. 
Arthur A. Lee. 

Al Lichtman. 

John McCormick. 
Ross McLean. 

Alan Marshall. 
Rodney Pantages. 
Jean Travers. 
Milton Weinberg. 
Jack L. Warner, 








John Wolfenden. 
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Par Appealing Philly Injunction 
Setback; Exhibs Admit Pix Shortage 





+ 


Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 

U. S. Circuit Court here yesterday 
granted Paramount an appeal from 
refusal of District Judge Oliver B. 
Dickinson last Wednesday to grant 
it an injunction against the Par date 
and buying strike of 200 exhibs in 
the territory. Court set Oct. 4 for 
a full hearing on the appeal. It re- 
fused Par’s request for a temporary 
restraining order until that time, 
leaving exhibs free to use whatever 


methods they choose to fight the 
producer. 
Execs of United Motion Picture 


Theatre Owners of Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, Southern New Jersey and 
Delaware. which is running strike, 
deciared, however, that there would 
be no change in their policy. They 
said picketing or other forms of co- 
ercion will not be resorted to. Exhibs 
are so solid in fight against Par, it 
is felt, that no such action is needed 
at this time. At meeting of the ‘war 
board’ last Friday it was decided to 
sit tight and let the next action 
come from Par. 

Judges Joseph Buffington, J. War- 
ren Davis and John Biggs, Jr., sat 
in special session yesterday after- 
noon to hear the plea of Par counsel, 
ex-Attorney General William A. 
Schander, for an appeal from the 
Dickinson ruling. Questioning by 
Judges Buffington and Davis made it 
appear they would be inclined to 
compel the indies to accede to some 
agreement which would put the boy- 
cott temporarily on ice. But Ben 
Golder, exhibs’ attorney, insisted the 
district court’s dismissal of Par’s 
suit, on grounds of lack of jurisdic- 
tion, gave indies right to ‘resort to 
legal measures to protect their in- 


(Continued on page 29) 


Lichtman East To 
Meet Mayer; Latter 
Signs Many People 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Al Lichtman heads for New York 
this week to meet L. B. Mayer on 
latter’s return from abroad. He has 
been sitting in for Mayer at the 
Culver City studio. 











Budapest, Sept. 3. 

-Louis B. Mayer and Bob Ritchie, 
spending a week in Budapest, signed | 
Laszlo Vadnai to write scenarios in 
Hollywood, starting in January. 
Mayer also did some trumpet-blow- 
ing for Metro’s new Hungarian so- 
prano, Ilona Hajmassy, starting her 
Hollywood career soon under her 
new name of Mona Massy. 

While here, Mayer conducted ne- 
gotiations with Jarmila Novotna, 
Czech soprano whom he heard at 
Salzburg and signatured. 

Getting Hungary-conscious, RKO 
simultaneously signed a ey | 
discovered young Hungarian actress, | 
Lia Szepes, for a long-term Holly- | 
wood contract. 





Lehar Disinterested 
Vienna, Sept. 3. 
Louis B. Mayer of MGM spent one | 
busy day here. His first call was at| 
the home of Franz Lehar. Lehar 








How ‘War Scare’ 


Affected Stocks | 


Close 
Close Yester- Net 


Stocks Sept. 4 day (14) Chge. } 
eS ee 27 22% — 4% | 
Ce, PiCth.. 6. SS 21 — 2% 

Col. B’dcast A.. 26% Qty —1% | 
Eastman Kodak 184 178 — 6 i 
Gen, Theatre.... 24% 22 — 2% | 
SME ale ag nda 4 06 79 75% — 8% } 
Paramount ..... 215% 19% — 2% } 

Do 2d pf...... 19% 17% —1% |] 
ree 954 7% — 1% 
Radio Corp...... 11\% 10% — 1% 
a ee 8% 654 — 1% 
0th-Fox 35 32 — 3 
Technicolor .... 30% 27% 2% 
Warner Bros.... 14% 12% 1% 
Westinghouse .. 143’ 133 —10% 














did not seem very anxious to sign| 
up for Hollywood. However, should | 
MGM find a good story which would | 
suit him he might change his mind. | 
: Next stop was at a rehearsal of! 
Madame Sans Gene’ at the Theatre| 


| 


an der Wien. Reuss-Brandhofer, | 
actor, will go to Hollywood on| 
Oct. 4, immediately after his en-| 





€agement in this show runs out. 
Dr. George Schoenbrunn, amateur | 
actor, and Arthur Rieck of the Scala, | 
Will join the MGM forces if their| 
tests in London, which are to be| 
made shortly, prove successful. 
Composer Bernhard Gruen and) 
Christ! Mardayn, star of the Theater | 
an der Wien, will also join MGM. 


Gruen will write the music for two 
Pictures, 


_ Mayer's French Honor 
Louis B. Mayer has been made an | 
Officer of the French Legion of 


PAR OPPOSISH 
IN L. A. WANES 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 
Myke Lewis, Paramount’s Pacific 
Coast district manager, flew to the 
home office last week to advise ex- 
ecutives of several defections from 
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E MARKET SLUMP 





PIX AIT UIP a Flock of 2-Hour Pix of More Or 


This Despite Par Boycott 
Campaigns and Infantile 
Paralysis Scare—New Sea- 
son’s Product Teed Off 
August and Early Septem- 
ber Quite Auspiciously 





BALABAN BULLISH 





Drastic tumble in the stock mar- 
ket during the last 10 days has no 
relation to the rising tide of the 
picture industry’s box office nor is it 
expected to cut into the increased 
grosses at film theatres unless the 
present decline continues on a major 
scale for six months or more. 

Average business at picture houses 
throughout the U. S. now is running 
5% higher than at the same time last 
year, according to a summary made 
this week. This is despite the fact 
that infantile paralysis has kept 
juveniles from attending theatres in 
some localities of late. 


Slump of stock issues generally 
was of such severity that it event- 





the hitherto solidly held indie ex- 


hibitor ranks and refusal of several | 


important exhibs to negotiate prod- 


uct deals for the new season. Trouble | 


is over the play-date embargo of 
Southern California exhibitors. 


Exhibs feel that a showdown must | 


come soon or they will face a seri- 
ous product shortage. All current in- 
dications are, however, that Para- 


mount will stand pat and feeling is | 


that the theatre men will fall into} 
line, believing Par has learned a} 
lesson. 


erable percentage of the indepen- 
dents will have to buy Par pictures 
if they are to keep their houses open | 
throughout the season. Spokesman | 
for the mass exhibitor committee | 
insisted that body is in the fight to | 
a finish, with no compromise re- | 
gardless of the consequences. 


PAR CLAIMS 7 YEARS’ — 


RECORD IN ITS DRIVE 
| 
In spite of the boycotting cam- | 
paign against Paramount by various | 
independent groups, largely in| 
Philadelphia and Minneapolis, this | 
year’s Paramount week, the seven | 
days ending Saturday (11), was the 
best in gross sales the company has | 
had in seven years, over $1,000,000. | 
The high for any single Para- | 
mount week was in 1930, when sales, | 
collections, etc., went $30,000 higher | 
than for the week ending Saturday | 
(11). Drive includes features, | 
shorts, newsreels, accessories, etc. 


It is believed also that a | 











Hall All Set with Pix 


‘Angel,, now ready, is not going 
into the Music Hall, N. Y., due to} 
jammed bookings and instead will) 
first-run at the Paramount, under | 
present plans but no opening date is | 
yet set. Next two pictures here will | 
be ‘High Wide’ and ‘Souls at Sea.’ 


Three additional United Artists 
pictures sold to the Hall but not 
dated as yet are ‘Tom Sawyer,’ 
‘Nothing Sacred’ and ‘Stand-In.’ 
Probable that ‘Sawyer’ will play 
over Thanksgiving week. ‘Lost 
Horizon’ follows ‘Zenda,’ which 
stays a third week, and ‘Stage 


Door’ comes in thereafter. 





Honor. The film exec who spent the 
past eight weeks in England‘and the 
Continent launching a program of 
British production was presented | 
with the award by President Lebrun 
at the latter’s private residence at 
Rambouillet. Subsequently, he was | 
guest of honor at a dinner presided 
over by the Minister of Commerce 
and attended by leading civic, social | 
and governmental figures. 

Mayer sails from France Sept. 22. | 


ually enveloped picture company 
shares. 


(Continued on page 54) 


MG MILLIONS IN 





| 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Metro is in the midst of the most 


ambitious building expansion in its | 


history, with more than $2,000,000 
expended up to now, a new adminis- 
tration building to cost $800,000 
started, and structures soon going 
up including a new power plant and 
film laboratory. 

Two of the five new sound stages 
being erected at a cost of $750,000 
are nearly completed. Work got 
under way last week also on a 
gigantic new telephone switchboard 


| with a capacity of 900 numbers and 


jobs for seven operators. 





CHIEFLY OVER FOR OWN 


CO. AFFAIRS—SCHENCK 


That Gaumont-British | situation 
abroad apparently stays as is. This, 





| ° ’ 
| of course, means insofar as GB's re- 


lationship to American companies. 


is concerned, Joseph M. Schenck, 
chairman of the 20th Century-Fox 
board, said he was not concerned 
with that situation while in Europe. 
He took the baths at Carlsbad, for 
his health, and concentrated on his 
company’s London production plans 
while in England. Schenck returned. 


| Monday (13). 


Schenck sees only the best inten- 


tions back of the British quota. He | 
there may | 


finds no fault, although 
be room for improvement of the 
quota conditions. 

Sam Engel and Bob 
produce films in London for 
Each will make three British 
for the American company. 
of course, has been 20th’s London 
production rep for some time. 

It is Schenck’s impression that film 
business on the continent and in 
London is in healthy swing. 


will 
20th. 
films 


Kane 





Arthur Kelly Il 


Arthur Kelly, v.p. and 
mgr, of United Artiss, is seriously ill 
in a New York hospital with mastoid 
ailment. 

Operation may be necessary. 





A continued weakness in the stock 


Kane, | 


foreign | 


OVER LAST YEAR Less Roadshow 


Calibre Seen As 


| Impetus to Break the Duals Habit 





Zion Myers to Metro? 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Zion Myers is expected to an- 
nounce a new affiliation as associate 
producer at Metro this week follow- 
ing his return from a quick trip to 
New York. 

Myers recently checked out of 
Grand National where he was as- 
sociated with Victor Schertzinger in 
producing the James Cagney starrer, 
‘Something to Sing About.’ He joined 
GN from the Metro short subjects 
department. 


BALABAN PUTS 
NIX ON $2 PIX 


Barney Balaban is reported put- 
ting thumbs down on roadshowing 
of Paramount pictures following ap- 
preciable losses on twicé@-daily runs 
of ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ and 
‘Souls at Sea.’ Pictures were road- 
shown on both Coasts. ‘High, Wide’ 
played the Astor, N.Y., while 
‘Souls’ closes a six weeks’ run at the 
Globe, N.Y., Sunday night (19). 


‘Angel’ was spoken of for road- 
showing but that is out now. Dis- 


position to two-a-day pictures this 
summer and fall originated with 
| Adolph Zukor. 











JACK WARNER EAST, 


Hollywood, Sept. .14. 

Jack Warner goes east Friday (17) 
for home office conferences. He ex- 
pects to take a long rest as produc- 
tion is far enough advanced to allow 
him to get away. 

H. M. Warner stays on the Coast 
another month. S. Charles Einfeld 
accompanies J. L. Warner to N. Y., 
and after spending a week there re- 
turns to Hollywood for a protracted 
stay. 





Depinet, Blumberg West 





Ned Depinet, vice-president and 
distribution chief of RKO, with Nate 
Blumberg, general manager of RKO 
theatres, are on the Coast visiting 
the company’s studios. 

The two will scan several finished 
productions among other company 
| business at the RKO plant, probably 

returning in about a week. 

Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Rodney Pantages and Nate Blum- 
berg left today (Tuesday) for New 
York, ostensibly to work out a Los 
Angeles first-run product deal with 
Columbia for the RKO Hill Street 
and the Pantages Hollywocd the- 
atres. Paramount theatre here also 
dickering for Columbia first-run pix. 





HM. STAYS ON COAST 


- —— 


Propensity for making costly fea- 
tures of such length that they 
virtually preclude their use on 
double feature programs is being 
viewed by exhibitors at the present 
time as an opening wedge in the 
campaign of some . producers to 
gradually edge out dualers. Perhaps 
typical of this trend is the increase 
in the number of roadshow films and 
other pictures. of such high calibre 
that they barely escape two-a-day 
treatment, 

Increase in the number of high 
budgeted features, which nearly al- 
ways have a running time of around 
two hours, is expected in time to 
make it tougher and tougher for ex- 
hibitors. to fit these films into any 
double program alignment. Besides 
this angle, the growth of these 
lengthier and more elaborate pic- 
tures on the theatre menu is being 
counted on to assist in weaning the 
public away from the double bill 
habit. 

Whether or not major producers 
specifically had in mind, when they 
began making these expensive, 
lengthy films, to deal a blow to the 
dualers, exhibitors feel certain this 
will exert an influence on the duals 
situation, 

Where originally some industry 
observers thought the new season 
would see the release of 75-80 major 
pictures of two-a-day stamina, failure 
of two or three originally launched 
roadshowers to stand up, has altered 
their sights. Now it appears that 50 
would be the high for features of 
roadshow or near-roadshow class, 
with some trade association men 
|claiming that 18 or 20 may be tops. 
With theatre affiliates of major 
;}companies apparently still set on 
dualing in locations where they must 
meet the double-program competi- 
tion of other houses, rise in number 
of long, expensive films now looms 
as one of the principal influences in 
the double-billing situation. 









































Roadshow ‘Hurricane’ | 


| for ‘Hurricane’ on orders of Sam|} 
Goldwyn, is being planned by 1 | 
United Artis:s for around Nov. 15, | 

| when picture is expected to be | 
ready. ‘ 
UA is negotiating to obtain the! 
Astor, N. Y., for the engagement 


from Loew’s. 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

two-a-day attraction at the 
Carthay Circle will be Goldwyn’s | 
| ‘Hurricane,’ which moves in 
the current engagement of 
Reeves Espy, aide to Goldwyn, is} 
| back from New York where he | 
| talked roadshow bookings for ‘Hur- | 
ricane’ and ‘The 


| 

| Next 
‘Zola.’ 
| 


Adventures of | 


' Marco Polo,’ latter also Goldwyn. ! 


A $2 top twice-daily roadshow run | | 


after | | 














ia 
Trade Mark Vegistered 
FOUNDED RY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, tne. 
Sid Silverman, President 
154 West 46th Street, New York City 
SUBSCRIPTION 
Annual..... $6 Foreign......$1 
Singl® Coples. sicesceccsces 15 Cents 
120 
Vol. 128 (Gae No, 1 
| Pe ey eer Tri ey 54 
Bur lOsque viios bbc cc ccs vs 49-53 
fe eeocedes ‘ 60 | 
Dance. FOCRiiac oeass 0d de 48 | 
EXDIOMAION ks iid owecdns 27 | 
BD ROMS AMO): oi. hive sete 50 | 
Film Booking Chart....... FER 
Film Reviews.. ;........++ 13-15 | 
POPU. 6 cc hei es Oh a 63 | 
|} Girl’s Eye View......... tv a 
|| House Reviews........... 17-19 
1 Inside—Legit ............ 58 
Inside—Radion ............ 38 | 
|| International Film News..10-11 | 
| International Show News. 59 
i 800 £08008. . i... 6. cose 6 | 
|| Legitimate ........ 55-58 | 
A RA ee ey ert ar 31 | 
PMB... see soe oe 46-48 || — 
|| New Acts. AEC cee ty ~ ek a 
||] News i.um™m the Dailies. 62 | 
|| pt a i y 49-53 
Gee. - Hes suvavinees sie 62 
|| CHPTGOOES ogi. v8 6 eben 61 
i Pee & 65.500 ace tes o6h « 2-53 
Radio 0800086 bet Ed ese dé 34-45 
Radio Reviews............ 36 
|| Radio Showmansnip...... 42 
dk Bey Pe ee 61 
WE atch tae ace bebeacanne 19 
\| WOUEING: <n. s.0cdbadaeeoul 49-53 














<ttien 


ON ye se 
Ty, 


- 





A ng a, he 


bi 
My 
7 
F- 
FY 
% 
» 

i 











4 VARIETY 





Extras Daily Average Under Guild 
Shop Soars to New High of $10.43 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Under ‘Guild shop’ contracts nego- 
tiated with the producers by the 
Screen Actors Guild, pay for extras 
touched new highs for both June 
and July, at $9.32 and $10.43 respec- 
tively, average daily wage. 

Overtime and adjustment pay 
handed to'extras in the same months 
aggregated $65,624. Total paid to 
extras in the two months was $550,- 
750, according to figures released by 
Fred W. Beetson, president of Cen- 
tral Casting Corp. 

Other statistics: July placements, 
29,786; July wages, $310,844, or $31,- 
665 more than the players would 
have received under the old scales; 
overtime and adjustments for July, 
$32,875; June placements, 22,226; 
wages, $239,906. 

Placement for three months in- 
cluding August exceeded 80,000, with 
only 200 complaints registered with 
SAG, of which 50% were settled 
and the remainder ordered to ar- 
bitration. 





Screen Actors Guild officials: in 
N. Y. have no thought or intention 
of calling a strike on eastern pro- 
ducers or studios, What the organi- 
zation will do, and perhaps within 
the next few days, is declare ‘Guild 
shop’ in effect at all studios in and 
about N. Y. and with all producers. 
This would place the producers on 
the unfair list with every member 
belonging to any one of the Four 
A organizations. 

In fact, one shorts producer was 
informed last week that SAG execu- 
tives might declare ‘Guild shop’ on 
him and his company, with only 24 


(Continued on page 54) 


‘Another Columnist 
Bites the Dust; Now - 
Hellinger May “Act’ 


Mark Hellinger flew, to the Coast 
Monday (13) night on a writing deal 
with Warner Bros. which may also 








call for his appearing in one 
sequence, But primarily it’s a 
scripting job. 


Hellinger also had a ‘Nick the 
Greek’ yarn up before Metro for 
William Powell, but with the laiter’s 
extended vacation that’s deferred 
for the time being, 

With Walter Winchell in pix, Sid- 
ney Skolsky doing an ‘extra’ bit 
with friendly director-pals, Ed Sulli- 
van (News) being talked of to essay 
a Metro film chore, and now Hel- 
linger, the columnists will all have 
to take out Equity cards soon, 


GB STYMIES CONSTANCE 
BENNETT IN CAL. COURT 


London, Sept. 14. 

Constance Bennett’s suit against 
Gaumont-British for $65,000 here 
and in Colifornia resulted in Fanny 
Holtzman, chief counsel for GB, 
applying for an injunction here to 
enjoin Miss Bennett from proceed- 
ing in California. The high court in- 
tervened today (14), granting the 
injunction, costs and security. 

This is a precedent which Cali- 
fornia courts will probably respect, 
and if the plaintiff brings action in 
California and ever returns to Eng- 
land she will be in contempt. Also, 
if Miss Bennett secures a California 
judgment she will have to come here 
to collect. 











Winainger Balks at Role 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Charles Winninger was suspended 
Monday (13) by Universal for re- 
fusing to play his part in Buddy De 
Sylva’s ‘Young Man’s Fancy.’ Says 
he considers part just a bit and 
won't consider it under sry ,.¢ircum- 
stances. 

Screen Acors Guild may arbitrate 
matter. 





DOLORES COSTELLO BACK 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Dolores Costello is back at War- 
ners after eight years under a term 
contract. 
Goes into “Too Much of Every- 
thing.’ 





Tyler’s Bridal Hop 


Atlanta, Sept. 14. 
Trekking hither and yon in the 
smaller burgs of this state, via trail- 
er, is June Martel, now the wife of 
Tom Tyler, horse opera film star, 
leading attraction of Wallace Bros. 
circus, 

Tyler got leave of absence and left 
the three-ringer at Rome, Ga., flying 
to Glendale, Calif., where he mar- 
ried Miss Martel Sept. 4. They 
flew back to Georgia and rejoined 


settled down to circus life together. 

Girl, a native of Allentown, Pa., 
got her chance in films at bride- 
groom’s request and she and Tyler 
appeared together in a number of 
westerns before he went out with 
circus for season. 


TEN ON PROD. 
~ LINE AT METRO 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Production. slipped into high gear 
again at Metro last week after a 
brief lull, with seven pictures going 
through the works and three more 
to start this month, not counting a 
pair of Pete Smith shorts. 

‘The Four Marys’ got under way 
(8) with Walter Pidgeon, recalled 
from Lake Tahoe, to play the male 
lead. Shooting currently in addi- 
tion are ‘Mannequin,’ Joan Craw- 
ford-Spencer Tracy co-starrer; ‘Navy 


.| Blue and Gold,’ with James Stewart, 


Robert Young and Tom _ Brown; 
‘Thoroughbreds Don’t Cry,’ ‘Live, 
Love and Learn,’ ‘The Last Gang- 
ster’ and ‘Rosalie.’ Seven others are 
cutting. 


WB BUDGETS ‘ROBIN 
HOOD’ AT $1,600,000 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Top money picture on this year’s 
Warner slate will be ‘Robin Hood,’ 
which carries a budget figure of $1,- 
600,000. It will be filmed as a tinter. 

Cast, headed by Errol Flynn, goes 
on location for two months at a 
nearby wooded section. 


Mexico’s First Million 
Peso Pic—Historical 


Mexico City, Sept. 14. 

Mexico’s first million peso pic 
($280,000), high water mark for pro- 
duction costs by a native enterprise, 
is being readied by the producers 
headed by Gabriel Soria, who 
megged the 1936 smash, ‘Ora Pon- 
ciano’ (‘Come On, You, Ponciano’). 
Pic is to be based upon the high- 
lights of a great American battle 
epic, the conquest of Mexico by a 
handful of Spaniards back in 1520. 
Marcus Goodrich, a Hollywood 
writer, is handling the script which 
is to be true history as recorded by 
an American, the historian Prescott, 
and Spanish and Mexican writers. 

First time the conquest of Mexico 
will be, done in pix. Production is 
to start this fall. Pic will be in 
Spanish, but it is to have English 
titles. Government aid is looked for 
with regard to costuming and other 
artistic phases. 


Metro’s ‘4 Marys’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Metro has placed ‘The Four Marys’ 
in production with Richard Thorpe 
directing and Louis D. Lighton hold- 
ing the producer reins. 

Cast headed by Myrna Loy, Fran- 
chot Tone, Walter Pidgeon and Rosa- 
lind Russell, also includes Matt Mc- 
Hugh, Charles Williams, George 
Chandler, Marie Blake and Harvey 
Clarke. 


CLAIRE’S ‘HONEYMOON’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Claire Trevor steps from the lead 
of ‘Small Town Girl,’ temporarily 
shelved at 20th-Fox, to play the sec- 
ond femme role in ‘Second Honey- 
moon,’ 























Loretta Young and Tyrone Power 
top the cast, 


circus in Columbus, Sept. 6 and have | 


PICTURES. 
TOUCHDOWN FEVER 





Cummings Ducks Pic Directing te 
Root for Son ~ . 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Irving Cummings brought in Uni- 
versal’s.B. G. DeSylva production of 
‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938’ last week 
and called off further toil while he 
accompanies the Stanford football 
squad on its jaunts up and down the 
Coast during the grid season. Cum- 
ming’s son, Irving, ‘Jr.; aspires to a 
Stanford football letter. 

In ‘Merry-Go-Round’ are Joy 
Hodges, Mischa Auer, Louise 
Fazenda, Billy House, Barbara Read, 
Alice Brady, Jimmy Savo and John 
King. 


DIAMOND T0 
MEDIATE CADU 


Hope for a settlement of the labor 








, trouble between the Max Fleischer 
studios, N. Y., and the Commercial | 


Artists & Designers Union is ex- 
pressed with the appointment of 
Lou Diamond, shorts-music head for 
Paramount, as mediator, and the 
beginning of meetings on the matter 
this week. A preliminary get-to- 
gether was held yesterday afternoon 


(Tues.). Others will follow, with 
another meeting possibly today 
(Wed.). 


Diamond was brought into the 
picture during the past week after 
CADU had spread its campaign to 
theatres playing Fleischer shorts 
and started picketing Paramount 
headquarters, urging the public 
not to patronize any theatre playing 
Par pictures. Par is the distribution 
agency for both of Fleischer’s car- 
toon series, ‘Betty Boop’ and ‘Pop- 
eye.’ 

William Feinberg, official of Lo- 
cal 802, American Federation of 
Musicians, N. Y., suggested Diamond 
as mediator and arranged for yes- 
terday’s initial get-together between 
Diamond and CADU _ representa- 
tives. Feinberg has indicated to 
Diamond that he will co-operate in 
effecting a truce between the CADU 
and Fleischer belligerents. CADU is 
seeking recognition and a satisfac- 
tory wage scale, plus suitable work- 
ing conditions. 

Union has been unable to get to 
first base with the Fleischer plant 
and for many months now has been 
picketing Fleischer headquarters as 
well as parading the streets. Peri- 
odic picketing of the Paramount and 
Roxy, which are contracted to play 
Fleischer shorts, was more recent, 
together with* a demonstration 
staged in the Par during running 
of a Fleischer cartoon. This all had 
the effect of scaring both the Par 
and Roxy from exhibition of the 
shorts, and subsequently, less than 
two weeks ago, CADU ; approached 
numerous independent{Hlgischer ac- 
counts urging that the fartoons be 
kept off their screens. “These the- 
atres as well as Paramount which 
have nothing to do with the 
Fleischer-CADU dispute were thus 
innocently in the ‘middle, making 
some action toward a_ settlement 
urgent. Diamond believes that he 
can bring the two factions together 
at an early date, ending a trouble- 
some situation once and for all. 

Attorneys for Fleischer have chal- 
lenged the National Labor Relations 
Board’s ruling that the CADU be 


(Continued on page 10) 


Jessel’s Foreword Trek 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

George Jessel winged east over 
the weekend to discuss with Rep. 
Sol Bloom the writing of a foreword 
to the film, ‘Haym Solomon,’ which 
Jessel will make for Warners. 

Picture will deal with the career 
of Solomon, one of the financiers of 
the American Revolution. 


Reliable’s 30 Indies 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Bernard B. Ray and Harry S. 
Webb have announced a program of 
30 feature films to be turned out by 
Reliable Pictures Corp. for the 1937- 
38 program, 

Pictures will include 18 melo- 
dramas, eight musical gallopers and 
four exploitation specials. 

Moe Sackin has moved into Reli- 
able to produce several of the 30 
films that company will turn out on 
its current schedule. Carl Krusada 

















has been signed as a writer. 


Wednesday, September 15, 1937 





Coupla Swing Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Ray Enright rolled ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ at Warners last Thursday (9), 
with a cast including Humphrey 
Bogart, Dorothy .McNulty,. Louise 
Fazenda, Nat Pendleton, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Ronald Reagan, Hugh O’Con- 
nell, Eddie Acuff and Weaver Bros. 


Film marks the elevation of Oren 
Haglund from prop man to assistant 
director. 

Scripting assignment on ‘She’s Got 

That Swing’ at RKO goes to Max- 
well Shane. Ai Lewis will produce 
and Ada Leonard, strip teaser, is set 
for a featured role. 
Radio has assigned Gene Raymond, 
Ann Sothern, Victor Moore and 
Helen Broderick to top the cast of 
‘Swing’. 


WAR SCARE HITS 
PIX RESERVES 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

All reserve army, navy and ma- 
rine men in film ranks have re- 
ceived notice from-the Government 
to be on hand at moment’s notice 
for active duty. Woody Van Dyke 
and other well-known officers in 
Hollywood are dusting off the boots 
and firearms,. brushing up on the 
markmanship and not saying a 
word about it. But it’s the biggest 
war scare the colony has seen in 
years. 

Sounds like the Far Eastern crisis 
is really hotter than any aqne is let- 
ting on. 


3-Way Tieup on Gen’l 
Films’ Crime Clubber 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Second film based on a Crime 
Club novel is in preparation by Gen- 
eral Films for Universal release with 
Irving Starr and Larry Fox set to 
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direct and produce, respectively. 
Robertson White is adapting ‘The 
Black Doll,’ by William Edward 
Hayes. 


Initialer of the series, ‘The West- 
land Case,’ went to preview last 
week. Besides its releasing deal 
with U, General has a direct tieup 
‘with Doubleday Doran, publishers 
of the tomes. Ether setup also 
has been arranged with National 
Broadcasting Co. 


Beery’s Mishap 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Wallace Beery was hospitalized 
Monday (13) when a gun was ac- 
cidentally discharged on the set of 
‘Bad Man Of Brimstone’ at Metro. 
Actor suffered from powder burns 
and wadding, which was pumped 
into his leg. 


Beery may be out of the picture 
for several weeks with likelihood 
that production on film will be shut 
down, 


3 Comedies Lined Up At 
Rep for Skipworth-Moran 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

First of three Alison Skipworth- 
Polly Moran comedies to go before 
the cameras at Republic will be 
‘Meet the Duchess,’ which Albert 
Levoy will produce. Samuel Ornitz 
wrote the screenplay from Levoy’s 
original. 

Second in the series will be 
‘Stormy Weather,’ to be produced by 
Leonard Fields from a screenplay by 
Gordon Kahn and Charles Francis 
Royal. Next will be ‘In the Money,’ 
original by Walter Anthony to be 
produced by Harold Shumate. 


Lolly’s Film Thespics 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Louella Parsons will play herself 
in Warners’ ‘Hollywood Hotel.’ 


Other members of the soup broad- 
cast to take part in filmization are 
Raymond Paige, Frances Langford 
and Ken Niles. 
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4-A’s Interchangeability of Cards 
May Be Washed Up This Week 





Only remaining wrinkle to be 
ironed out for a final agreement on 
interchangeability of membership 
cards among Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America is due for con- 
centrated attention this week end and 
next. Understood this is one of the 
prime subjects to be considered in a 
series of huddles in New York the 
rest of this week. Unlikely, however, 
that any definite agreement will be 
forthcoming before next week, as 
Kenneth Thomson, Screen Actors 
Guild executive secretary, is not due 
from the Coast until then. He is 
motoring east for a ‘vacation because 
his wife hasn’t been to New York in 
several years.’ 

While the various Four A’s groups 
have agreed on a tentative inter- 
changeability plan whereby dues in 
all groups would be on a sliding 
scale according to income of the 
member, and cards of any group 
would be automatically honored by 
all other groups, one tough problem 
remains. That is the question of 
establishing a system of dividing 
membership dues among the groups 
in which a member works. Pointed 


out that unless some such division’ : 


is worked out the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists stands little 
prospect of repaying its $30,000 loan 
from ‘the other AAAA groups or of 
ever establishing any importance 
on its own: 


According to this theory, which 
AFRA heads are raising, the big 
name performers in various fields 
work in radio only incidentally. Al- 
though they make big money in 
broadcasting, their dues would be 
payable to their own organizations, 
Few of the straight radio artists, it 
is claimed, are in the top coin brack- 
ets and unless a sharing arrangement 
of dues is worked out the AFRA will 
continue to be the stepchild of the 
Four A’s. 


Understood this question was 
tackled and at least a tentative out- 
line of how it is to be met was 
reached on the Coast last week by 
Thomson and Henry Jaffe. As at- 
torney for AGMA, AFRA and the 
eastern division of SAG, Jaffe is one 
of the major cogs in the maneuver- 
ings on the subject. 





Freelances Cash in On 
Commercial Film Boom 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. , 
Current prosperity of the film lots 
is being reflected in unprecedented 
activity among commercial film pro- 
ducers, whose upped budgets and 
increased production are pouring 
thousands of dollars into the purses 
of freelance, day and bit players. 


Number of topline players in com- 
mercials have been handed tickets 
back east to Detroit, Chicago and 
New York to appear in biz pictures, 
while numerous important corpora- 
tions are going for the screen 
medium for the first time. Agencies 
are cashing in on the boom heavily. 


Nother Ride for ‘Topper’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Screenplay for ‘Topper Takes a 
Trip,’ from the Thorne Smith novel, 
is being written by Jack Jevne. 
Hal Roach will produce as a sequel 
to ‘Topper.’ 


LeRoy Into Col. Pic, 


Mitzi Mayfair Nixes 

Hal LeRoy left last Friday (10) 
for the Coast to appear in Colum- 
bia’s ‘Freshman Follies.’ Is due back 
east in four weeks to resume vaude 
touring. 

Mitzi Mayfair, sought by the stu- 
dio as a partner for LeRoy, nixed 
the bid because the terms offered 
were unsatisfactory. She has two 
more weeks of vaude dates, then 
goes into the St. Regis hotel roof, 
N. Y., about Oct. 1, for an extended 
stay. May also do a legit show, but 
will not return to ‘The Show Is On.’ 


W. C. FIELDS FILMING AGAIN 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
W. C. Fields did his first film 
work in 18 months Monday (13) re- 
porting at Paramount studios for 
‘Big Broadcast of 1938.’ 
Comic has been discharged by his 
medico as fully recovered. 
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LABOR’S FILM ULTIMATUM 





Here’ s the Way Legalists Deduce 


What Constitutes Pix Plagiarism 





In dismissing the $1,000,000 pic- 


ture infringement suit brought by 


Sam Shipman and Clara Lipman 
against RKO Radio Pictures, alleg- 
ing that their play, ‘Depends on the 
Woman,’ had been partially lifted in 
the making of the motion picture, 
‘I Dream Too Much,’ Federal Judge 
John M. Woolsey, N. Y., held that 
while the themes were similar, the 
‘alleged infringed material was not 
copyrightable and could not be used 
as a basis for a civil suit. 

‘I have read the typed copies of 
the plaintiffs’ play,” Judge Woolsey 
said in his opinion, ‘and of the cut- 
ting. continuity of the defendants’ 
I have also seen 
the latter on the screen. After long 
reflection I have come to the con- 
clusion that the plaintiffs’ claim of 
literary larcency is not successfully 
maintainable. If what the alleged 
infringer took was not copyrightable 
the copyright owner may not com- 
plain, although his work may have 
been what directly inspired the 
work of the infringer. The theme 
or basic idea of the plaintiffs’ play 
is an old one. In both the play and 
the picture the wife surrenders her 
career. In a more recent motion 
picture, ‘A Star Is Born,’ the hus- 
band, unable to endure the same 
situation, voluntarily drowned him- 
self. 

‘By hypothesis—implicit in the 

practice followed here—I assume the 
plaintiffs’ play and Miss Lily Pons 
together inspired the defendants to 
write, ‘I Dream Too Much’ as a 
yehicle for her voice. The quesfion 
whether this inspiration led the de- 
fendants to make unfair use of the 
plaintiffs’ play is my problem. 
' ‘A theme or idea, of course, is not 
copyrightable....As Dr. Ben John- 
son pointed out in 1753 in his essay 
on plagiarism, “The Adventurer’— 
‘the anatomy of the mind, as that of 
the body, must perpetually exhibit 
the same appearances’—so we can- 
not expect no similarities between 
two plays of which the same theme 
forms the basis. There was no copy- 
ing or adaptation in the defendants’ 
operetta of any important struc- 
tural sequences from the plaintiff's 
play as Judge Learned Hand recent- 
ly found to be fatal to the defense 
in the Sheldon vs. MGM suit. 

‘I hold therefore that there is 
not any basis for a finding of liter- 
ary larcency in behalf of the plain- 
tiffs’ drama as against the somewhat 
wispy operetta of the defendants.’ 


RKO CHIDES MEREDITH 
FOR HIS PAN ON H’WOOD 


Unkind remarks about Hollywood 
in general and the RKO studio in 
Particular by Burgess Meredith 
brought a rebuke from RKO. Offi- 
Cials of the home office called Mere- 
dith in to state their dislike and 
Position to him after the actor had 
been quoted in a yarn in the N. Y. 
World-Telegram a week ago. 

George Ross, said to be a personal 
friend of Meredith’s, wrote the story 
under his by-line. Meredith debuted 
with RKO in ‘Winterset,’ b.o. floppo, 


and soon comes up in ‘Here Comes 
the Groom.’ 


McEvoy Rushed West 
On Par’s Shanghai Pic 


J. P. McEvoy, author and world 
traveler who was being groomed for 
radio programs, was called hurriedly 
to Hollywood last week by Para- 
Mount to assist on a production hav- 
ing Shanghai and China as a back- 
8round. McEvoy visited Shanghai on 

is recent tr ip around the world and 
is considered authority on the Far 
East. 

McEvoy is one of the radio artists 


being handled by World Radio 
Artists. 

















Which Will Rockwell re- 
Cently formed. He had been set for 
Rudy Vallee’s hour when Par in- 
Sisted that he hurry to the Coast as | 


Sonsultant on the picture. 





Assemblyman Scully? 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Spontaneous letter-to-the-edi- 
tor campaign has started in Hol- 
lywood Citizen - News, - urging 
Frank Scully to run for As- 
semblyman in next local elec- 
tions, representing Hollywood. 
VARIETY mugg is mulling it over 
seriously, but he’s afraid’ he 
might die of boredom in Sacra- 
mento. 

He’s met several present as- 
semblymen, and he can’t feature 
spending several months a year 
debating major issues with lads 
whose batting average on-sense 
of humor is somewhere around 
.004, 














WURTZEL 8 UP 
ON SKED OF 26; 
READIES 10 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Sol M. Wurtzel, with 26 films 
skeded for his executive unit on the 
current production list, has eight 
films finished and plans to place 10 
more before the cameras by the end 
of November, including three to go 
this month. 

_Trio includes ‘Big Town Girl,’ 
which started last Friday (10) with 
Al Werker directing a cast headed 
by Claire Trevor, supported by Don- 
ald Woods, Alan Dinehart and Mau- 
rice Cass, with Milton Feld associate 
producer. Also ‘Charlie Chan at 
Monte Carlo,’ a John Stone produc- 
tion with Warner Oland, Keye Luke, 
Virginia Fields and Harold Huber, 
Eugene Forde directing, and ‘Head- 
line Hunters,’ featuring Michael 
Whalen and Gloria Stuart. 

Remaining seven on Wurtzel’s fall 
list are ‘Checkers,’ with Jane With- 
ers and Stuart Erwin; ‘Shanghai 
Deadline,’ Gregory Ratoff original; 
‘Women with Wings,’ a high budget 
film with Rochelle Hudson and Brian 
Donlevy; ‘Blonde Moll,’ ‘Thank You, 





Mr. Moto,’ ‘Six Girts’ and ‘Island in 
the Sky.’ 

Wurtzel also has ‘Borrowing 
Trouble, a Jones family film, in 


work. 


FUTTER ROLLING EARLY 
CHAPLIN PIX INTO ONE 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Fred Futter is pasting together 
original negatives on several early 
Charlie Chaplin films, which he 
owns, with the idea of making a fea- 
ture length comedy with a musical 
score to be tagged ‘I Knew Him} 
When.’ | 
| 








Walter Futter, Fred's brother, is 
returning from England to confer 
on the project, and also is bringing | 
back the negative of ‘Jericho’ for | 
which he is seeking a major release. | 
Film features Paul Robeson, Henry 
Wilcoxon and Wallace Ford and was 
shot in London and Egypt. 





Fire Damages U Set 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Grass and brush fire did $10,000, 
damage on the Universal lot last 
Wednesday (8), destroying part of 
the Swiss village and a ranch house 
used for westerns. 
Company shooting 


‘Tim Tyler's 


Luck’ had to stop work when ani- | 
mals used in, jungle scenes were 
stricken with terror. Blaze was)! 
lfinallv halted by a 100-foot fire- 
break. 
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ANTSE.VS. GIL 
FOR PIA CONTROL 


IATSE Serves Notice on Pro- | 


Labor 


ducers’ 


Way—Awaiting Return of 
Schenck and Mayer from 
the East and Europe— 
Some Groups Resist Ab- 
sorption by IATSE 


IA SEAL ON SCREEN? 





Holiywood, Sept. 14” 

After conferring yesterday (Mon- 
day) with Victor H. Clarke, producer 
labor contact, and E. J. Mannix, 
Metro studio exec, William Bioff, 
Coast head of the International Al- 
liances of Theatrical Stage Employes 
and personal rep for George E. 
Browne, IA prez, issued the follow- 
ing statement: 

‘We are proceeding immediately 
with organization of film editors, 
cutters and assistants, music libra- 
rians, wardrobe makers and workers, 
tailors and handlers, gardeners, jan- 
itors, watchmen, firemen, policemen 
and movieola operators, which will 
keep us busy until the arrival of 
Joseph M. Schenck, Louis B. Mayer 
and other studio executives at which 
time we will follow through with our 
original program to include within 
our ranks every branch in .the pro- 
duction of motion pictures.’ 

Editors, art directors, draftsmen, 
illustrators and interior decorators 
announced through a spokesman that | 
they will fight any move to be ab- 
sorbed by the IATSE. Each has its 
own unaffiliated organization. 

Written notice that the IATSE is 


extending its jurisdiction to cover all | Of $243,800 in the stock deal on bor- 
organization | "wed money. 


crafts and that the 
emblem must be placed on all films | 
after Sept. 18 was served last Satur- | 
day (11) on Victor H. Clarke, pro- | 
ducer labor contact. The letters, 
signed by Harland Holmden, IATSE 
vice-president, follows: 

‘Owing to the continuous requests 
of workers actually connected with 
the production of motion pictures in 

(Continued on page 23) 


FILM EXCHANGE UNION 





Contacts | 
That a 100% Unioniza-| 
tion Campaign Is Under | 





SAO ATR ROT Sst eee 





loam Bennett's $2,000 Weekly: 





The Hossy Set 


ellewood. Sept. 14. 

Curley Kinney, who looks 
after the nags in Harry Sher- 
man’s production, ‘Partners of 
the Plains,’ used to think the 
title of horse wrangler was 
good enough for him. 

Now he’s sporting a new one: 
director of equitation, 


ROSSHEIM OKD 
ON $60,000 U. S. 
TAX CLAIM 


Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 

Federal government lost last Fri- 
day in its attempt to collect $60,000 
in. back income taxes from Irving 
D. Rossheim, former prexy of Stan- 
ley Co. of America. Treasury de- 
partment claimed money was due as 
result of ‘swapping of 10,000 shares 
of Stanley stock for 8,800 shares of 
Warner Bros. stock, when WB took 
over control of Stanley in 1928. 

Judge J. Warren Davis, in U. S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, ruled that 
Rossheim's profit was only paper and 
that he paid income taxes when he 
made actual profits by selling part 
of the stock in later years. 

The court’s opinion revealed a 
| Horatio Alger story of the rise of 
| Rossheim from an obscure law clerk 
lto president of Stanley Co., with a 
|salary of $65,000 a year and $10,000 
'expenses, and of his making a profit 




















It was in 1919, while employed by 
the firm of Stern & Wolf, that Ross- 
(Continued on page 62) 


OKLA. INTENT ON A 
ROGERS MEMORIAL 


Oklahoma City, Sept, 14. 
Oklahoma may go ahead with 
plans for a Will Rogers Memorial 
without waiting for federal funds. 











RECOGNIZED IN L. A. 


| 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. | 

The Film Exchange Employees | 
Local, IATSE affiliate, was given 
official recognition today (Tuesday) | 
by all major distributors in Los | 
Angeles. 

A new wage scale and a 40-hour 
week go into immediate effect. Head 
shippers will receive $38 a week. 
shipping clerks $28, assistants $23. 
Head poster clerks will get $28, 
ordinary clerks $23, head inspectors 
$23 and inspectors $20. 

Increases amount to 25% for in- 
spectors and an approximate 20% 
for all male employees in the ex- | 
changes. 


Beaucoup Shanghai Pix 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
With Paramount already set to 
‘East of Shanghai,’ dealing 
with the current unpleasantness in 
the Orient, Warners last week 
switched the title of ‘War Lord,’ the 
Boris Karloff starrer adapted from 
‘The Bad Man,” to ‘West of Shang- 








| 
} 








hai.’ 

Par is also reissuing ‘Shanghai 
Express.’ 

Robert Florey, just back from 


viewing the horrors of warfare rag- 
ing around Shanghai, is set to direct | 

East of Shanghai,’ replacing George 
Archainbaud. ‘The Yellow Nightin- 


| gale,” which was to have been di- 
rected by Florey, goes to Henry 
Potter on a loanout deal with Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. Anna May Wong 


, trained in last week to play the lead 
lin ‘Shanghai.’ 


and assigned to 
| ingale,’ 


Governor Marland has suggested an 
Indian museum at Claremore. 

With $200,000 appropriated by the 
legislature for a memorial, Maj. Gen. 
Roy Hoffman, commission chairman, 
stated he expects $150,000 additional 
from the voluntary contributions 
made in a national campaign a few 
months after the humorist’s death in 
August, 1935. 

Although President Roosevelt left 
the door open for a new appropria- 
tion in vetoing a $500,000 grant by 
Congress, Marland revealed a dif- 
ference in views in stating, ‘I don’t 
agree with the president’s sugges- 
tion, for funds to establish a 
|children’s hospital. 

The governor recalled that he 
advocated an Indian museum in ask- | 
ing the legislature for a $200,000 ap- 
propriation for the memorial. 











Par Lands Met Maestro | 


For Swarthout Thrusher 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. | 
Richard Hageman, first Metropoli- | 
tan Opera conductor to switch to/| 


films, has been signed by Paramount 
‘The Yellow Night- 


John Boles. 

Hageman 
early next 
ih ge Festival Singers at Car-)} 
negie Hall; Oct. 
appear on the General Motors hour. | 
He will then accompany the group | 


to New York | 


returns 


on a transcontinental tour that will | 


include San F 
geles. 


rancisco and Los An- 


with Gladys Swarthout and | 


month to conduct the) 


17, when they will | 


ion A. H Zz. Carr's 


Stage Stage Door Ducks Pix Dates 


Despite the fact that the film ver- 
sion of ‘Stage Door’ is due for re- 
lease the stage play will go on tour 
next month with Joan Bennett 
starred in the part originated by 
Margaret Sullavan. Picture will be 
held out of routed stands until after 
the play is shown in those spots, that 
being the arrangement between the 
producer, Sam H. Harris, and RKO 
at the time the screen rights were 
sold. 

Deal for Miss Bennett's services 
was made last week between Harris 
and Walter Wanger, to whom she is 
under contract. Understood the film 
name will receive 10% of the gross 
with a minimum of $2,000 weckly, 
that figure being the highest for a 
straight play appearance in several 
years. Wanger has been in New 
York for about a month, being on 
hand for the opening of his ‘Vogues.’ 

Run of ‘Door’ at the Music Box, 
N. Y., was terminated last season be- 
cause of the impending motherhood 
of Miss Sullavan (Mrs. Leland Hey- 
ward). She agreed to tour in the 
comedy this season but Heyward 
was opposed to the idea and secured 
a release from Harris. 

At the time Miss Bennett was 
sought for ‘Door’ but did not care to 
follow Miss Sullavan on Broadway. 
Janet Gaynor was, also propositioned 
but said she was scared to make the 
attempt, not having appeared on the 
stage before. 

Film version of the play is topped 
by Katharine Hepburn, who was 
formerly wed to Heyward. 


Par’s $1,800,000 
Air Epic Races To 
Beat Out 2 Others 


Holly wood, Sept. 14. 

Paramount has hiked the budget 
on ‘Men with Wings,’ its history of 
aviation film, from $1,200,000 to 
$1,800,000, with reports that it may 
soar even higher. Three-cornered 
studic race is now on to be first to 
reach the theatres with a flying epic. 

Par’s flying film will be all-color, 
William A. Wellman directing, Jeff 
Lazarus in charge of production, and 
Robert Carson on the script. Mean- 
while Warners is planning “The 
Wright Brothers’ and 20th-Fox, 
‘Women with Wings.’ 


JESSIE MATTHEWS’ 1506 
H’WOOD ASKING TERMS 


‘London, Sept. 5. 

Jessie Matthews, propositioned by 
Metro for a one-picture deal, wants 
a flat $150,000 for her work, plus a 
percentage of the profits. Star also 
wants her husband, Sonnie Hale, in- 
cluded in any deal as supervisor of 
her film at a salary of $2,500 weekly 
during production, 

Terms are now under considera- 
tion of MG execs in U. S. 


Metro Teaching Tyros 
How to Crack the Credits 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Metro has imported John Galli- 
shaw from New York to head a new 
scenario division designed for the 
development of screen writers. He 
will work under Edwin Knopf, story 
editor. 

Already in the Gallishaw unit are 
eight youngsters trying to learn the 
biz. Gallishaw is known in New 
York as a story consultant. 














Kay Keeps Working 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Despite her suit to be relieved of 
her Warner contract, Kay Francis 
reported last week to play her 
| stellar role in ‘Return from Limbo.” 

Stanley Logan is directing from 
the script by Horace Jackson based 
Satevepost 
original 
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Lefty En Route to Legion Convensh | 
In N. Y., Reminisces About OF Days 


} 
} 
| 
| 





By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
En Route, Sept. 14. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, I’m about the happiest guy in the world. As I wrote you last week 
the Legion Post here is sending me and two other guys to represent our | 
Post at the American Legion Convention in New York. They’re paying all | 
expenses; that is, not exactly all expenses, you see one of the boys has a| 
car and they’re paying the gas and oil and allowing us 100 bucks to make 
a showing for our Post, which ain't bad. So far we are holding down 
expenses as we’re camping and having plenty of laughs. 

This guy Charlie Kerwin, whose car we're driving, owns a clothing place 
in Coolacres and the other guy is Freddy Mallen, he’s an electrician and a 
good egg. They’re both typical towners, and never further east than/ 
Denver so I’m practically being a guide and showing them all the towns 
me and Aggie used to play. I stopped off at a few theatres to see if the 
managers that I knew were still there, but they all seemed to have died | 
or gone to some other business. 

Aggie sure was swell with me. When I started to be nice to her last | 
week, saying ‘Yes, Honey’ and ‘Okay Baby,’ which routine I haven’t used | 
in years, she kinda looked funny at me and sez ‘Lefty, what did you do or 
are you gonna do something?’ It sure is uncanny the way she can peg me. 
It’s a woman’s inhibition, I guess. ‘Well,’ I sez, ‘Honey, the boys at the 
Legion want me to represént them at the Convention in New York, but 
I told ’em I couldn’t go and leave you and my business.’ ‘What business?’ 
sez Aggie. ‘Our picture house,’ sez I. ‘Oh, is that a pusiness,” sez she, 
like only Aggie can say things. ‘I know you wanna go Lefty, and maybe 
it will do you a lot of good to see the big town again and talk to the gang 
and see how they’re running show business these days. I'll take care of 
the place and you go on.’ 

Well, she’s a great tomato that Aggie of,mine. We may argue, in fact 
we nearly always do, but that’s because we love each other I guess. You | 
never argue with a guy you don’t like. She packed my bag and slipped 
me a double sawbuck—where she dug it up from I don’t know. I noticed 
her ring was gone and when I said something about it she said she put it | 
away. I said, ‘Look her, Aggie, you ain’t hocked your one-sixteenth of a 
‘karat ring to give me this dough?” And she got sore and sez ‘You were a 
corporal and I want you to keep up your end with the boys.’ 

Well when I got into the car with the boys I kissed Aggie and we kinda | 
cried, because this is the first time I’ve ‘done a single’ in years. ‘Be care- | 
ful Lefty,’ she sez, ‘and I don’t mean about automobiles. Have a good | 
time, fight the war all over again with your buddies, but remember it was | 
a man’s army—and when you sing Madamoiselle you don’t have to illus- | 
trate it.’: I kinda laughed and sez, ‘You know me, Aggie,’ and she sez, | 
*You bet I do, that’s why I’m telling you.” Well, Joe, I never get senti- | 
mental except at funerals and when the. White Rats were busted up—but | 
I sure felt low for over an hour after I left Aggie. 

The two boys I’m with never heard the old gags so I’m pulling plenty of 
‘em. I’m up to Frank Bush’s routine now and one of ’em pulls, ‘Why ain’t 
you on the radio, Lefty?’ Well, that always stops me. 

We stopped off at Taos, New Mexico, to visit with my old pal Capt. 
Irving O’Hay, the original soldier of fortune. He has the finest bunch of 
set cottages you ever laid eyes on. It’s a beautiful spot and they all love 
him the same as we did back east. He sure treated us swell. Me and him 
got to cutting up touches about the old Friars Club. We talked about the 
time Solly Violinsky told Willie Collier to get him a job in Hollywood. 
‘If they need a neat Mexican, send for me,’ sed Solly. Then we spoke 
about the time ‘Bugs’ Baer sdw a burley show at the old American and 
Rube Bernstein said, ‘What do you think of it, Bugs?’, and Bugs said, ‘It’s 
a comfort station with music.’ We talked about the great dinners the 
Friars gave to George M. Cohan and his dad, Jerry. The dinner to Irving | 
Perlin where he made his speech in song. The time Raymond Hitchcock, | 
speaking about Caruso, said, “This noted wop’—and Caruso laughed louder 
than anyone. Talked about Ren Wolf, Steve Reardon, Jimmy Walker, Clark 
and McCullough, Bill Rogers and all of the boys. I guess the sweetest 
thing in life to a guy in the spreading 40’s are memories. The Cap wanted 
to go with us but the Indians need him out there. 

I can’t wait to see the Big Street as it’s been years since I saw Pale Face 
Lane. . I feel like I’m coming off the Ackerman & Harris tour—so get some 
sleep. kid, ‘cause I’m going to have you stepping every minute I'll be in 
town. I’m going to the. convention as a soldier with a trouper’s - heart. 
Best to the gang, sez ; 





Lefty. 


| quired 


| $28 





P. S. Chic York has a good slogan 
mated equal.’ 


for an undertaker: ‘AJl men are cre- 





Court Chides Detroit 
Police Chief’s Curb 


— On Spanish Flicker 





Detroit, Sept. 14. 
After being scored by a circuit 
fudge for his ‘meddling,’ Police Com- 
missioner Heinrich Pickert Saturdsy 
(11) withdrew his fight over show- 
int of ‘Heart of Spain’ flicker and 
©° 5 was shown as scheduled Sa‘ur- 
dy night in the Art Institute. After 
reviewing the film, Pickert had 
erdered uncomptimentary references 
to Hitler, Mussolini and fascist dc- 
ta‘ors in generat deleted 
fic'cer. Medical Bureau to 
Sp-n’sh Democracy, 


from 
Aid 
sponsors of 
op.'s, took matter to court. 
Judge Rozert M. Toms declared at 


the injunction hearing that ‘Pickert | 


is not charged with the self-sug- 
ge-ted duty of preserving the inter- 


national relations between the U. S. | 


and Hitler or Mussolini.” He pointed 
out that under the city film censor- 
ship ordinance, Pickert has 
power to censor only what he con- 
siders indecent or immoral, neither 
of which Pickert found in opus 

About an hour before Judge Toms 
was to rule Saturday on injunction 
restraining the police, he received 
a letter from Pickert dropping the 
fight, : 


the 


Hepburn's Bringer-Up 


Hollywood, Sept: 14. 








East Side West 


Laguna Beach, Cal., Sept. 14. 
School kids ‘in this beach 
town are threatened with a 
Delancey Street accent. 
Board of education has taken 
on Arihur Caesar as a member. 


TECHNICOLOR VOTES 
CREASE IN STOCK! 


Technicolor is still experimenting 
with Monopack, single film color 
process, but according to official 
statements this new process, pre- 
sumably an economic color method, 
will not be available commercially 
to the trade for two years, at least. 

At the close of a meeting of share- 
holders of Technicolor, they passed 
a resolution increasing the author- 
ized shares of the company from 
1,000,000 to 1,500,000 shares. 

There are 30 or more color film 
in contemplation by various produ- 
cers at this time, and some of these 
are completed or nearing completion. 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president 
and general manager of Technicolor, 














Inc., and its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, Technicolor Motion Picture 
Corp., informed shareholders that 
more than 180,000 -shares of the in- 


creased capital stock would be re- 
to fulfill various options on 
such shares to producers.. Option 
prices range from, $22 per share. to 
and $28.50 per. share. 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Paramount and Technicolor have 
come to terms on a contract where- 
by Par will produce six color films 
in the next three years. 

Deal does not include color films 
already skeded or made, ‘Ebb Tide,’ 
‘Men With Wings’ and ‘Beau Geste.’ 


Par Specials Mob To 
‘Wells Fargo’ Location 








Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Company .of 250, including leads, 
bit players and extras besides tech- 
nical crews, ‘is making scenes for 
Paramount's ‘Wells Fargo’ on loca- 
tion at Sonora, with Frank Lloyd di- 
recting. 

Cast toppers who made the jaunt 
in a special Southern Pacific train 
include Joel McCrea, Bob Burns, 
Lloyd Nolan. Porter Hall and Rob- 
ert Cummings. Frances Dee goes up 
this week. 





Warren-Dubin Tuning 
Fourth ‘Gold Diggers’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Harry .Warren. and Al Dubin have 
started work on songs for Warners 
‘Gold Diggers of 1938.’ 

It’s ‘the’ fourth of’ the ‘Digger’ 
series to which ‘the ‘duo has been 
assigned. Rudy Vallee will most 
likely be in this oné, ” 





Metro’s Testees 
Al Altman, Metro talent executive 
in the east, has 12 neophytes from the 





| Katharine Hepburn, back from her 
eastern vacation, has reported at 
| Radio for ‘Bringing Up Baby.’ 
Actress arrived in time for the 
preview of ‘Stage Door,’ her last 
picture. 





Donlevy’s London Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 


Brian Donlevy will go to London 
to play the male lead opposité Gracie 
Fields in ‘He Was Her Man,’ which 
Sam Engel will produce for 20th- 
| Fox. 


| Sam Hellman went to London to 


iscript the film, which Monty Banks 
will direct. 








| . TWIN FOR PENROD 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 


Twin Brother, with the 


McGann directing. 





Brisson Protests Tax 
Washington, Sept. 14. 
Review of tax deficiency 
was asked last week from U. S. 


Board of Tax Appeals by Carl Bris- | 


Hollywood actor, and wife, | 


son, 
Cleo. 

Challenged Government's bill. for 
back payment of $759. 


Warners placed ‘Penrod and His! 
Mauch | 
_ twins, in work yesterday (Monday). | 
Bryan Foy produces with William | 


claims | 


straw hats for testing within the 
next month. Further grooming and 
‘coaching must be done before they 
jare put before the camera. 

| Present indications are that Metro 
/will send the tests of five or six to 
|the Coast for final okay of the talent 
\looked over in the stock companies 
|this summer. 





MORE ICE SKATERS 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Roy Del Ruth plans to introduce a 
number of fancy skaters to films in 
‘the next Sonja. Henie starrer at 20th- 
Fox, ‘Bread, Butter and Rhythm,’ 
which he directs 

De! Ruth has taken the script to 
jhis mecuntain hideout for final 


i polishing. 








Incorgorations 
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Back-in-New York Rumaroun 


By Radie Harris 








New York, Sept. 14, 
Reflections of the Hollywood Scene after leaving it: 


Ermine wraps in August...Gertrude Niesen’s circular bed...sneak pre. 
views that everyone knows about...The unabated friendship of Madge 
Evans and Una Merkel...coming out of a restaurant with a celebrity and 
apologizing to the autograph hounds for not being ‘anyone’... .the innate 
social grace of Claudette Colbert...roast beef and Yorkshire pudding at 
the Cock and Bull...sunset at Malibu...the serenity and continued good 
humor of every publicity department in the face of 300 scribes all clamore- 
ing for exclusive stories...Jean Hersholt’s rare collection of first editions 
...- hamburgers at any drive-in...love in bloom with Johnny Green and 
Betty Furness...Margaret Sullavan’s classic description of the birth of her 
baby...the Hollywood Bowl on a moonlight evening, with Jascha Heifetz 
as guest artist... hostesses who invite cameramen to their parties before 
inviting their guests...Phyllis Brooks’ striking resemblance to Virginia 
Cherrill...the complete lack of pose in Barbara Stanwyck. ..Paulette 
Goddard’s suntan. 

Randolph Scott ‘dating’ Elizabeth Patterson. ..the mass of misinformation 
emanating from Hollywood by self-appointed stooges of Broadway col- 
umnists...Sophie Tucker in shorts...‘bless you, my sweet,’ as Herbert 
Marshall says it...lunching with Helen Hayes...the Lane sister act at 
Warner Bros...Joan Crawford’s magic fingers...western hospitality ex. 
emplified by Lucille and Jimmy Gleason...the lushness of Tilly Losch..: 
watching La Cava direct...Dame May Whitty’s fund of reminiscences 
...-Charlie McCarthy’s personal bedroom and wardrobe closet in Edgar 
Bergen’s home on Maple Drive.. hunting fortune tellers with Louise Fa- 
zenda...the caste system for table reservations at the Vendomme and 
Troec...Shirley Temple’s childish envy of Mary MacArthur’s pigtails... 
Riding down Hollywood Boulevard with Tyrone Power sat the wheel. 

New faces who bear watching: Andrea Marlowe (nee Rose Stradner) in 
‘The Last Gangster’...June Storey in ‘In Old Chicago’...Jon Hall ‘in ‘Hur- 
ricane’...Tommy Kelly in ‘Huekleberry Finn’...the delighted pans of 
George Cukor and Archie Mayo when they meet someone who hasn’t seen 
them since they’ve shelved all that poundage...Eleanor Powell and her 
mama...Bette Davis’ enthusiasm for ‘Jezebel’...the red hair and amber 
eyes of Dolly Haas...revival nights at the Filmarte...Billie Burke’s 
perennial youth.:.the 18-year business association of Stuart Walker and 
Marie Boicourt. 

Marital bliss in four words: Frances Dee: and Joel McCrea...Leona 
Maricle’s sense of humor...Saturday night: at the Clover club...Inez 
Courtney and a backgammon board...Norma Shearer always looking as 
if she had just stepped out of a bandbox...mink over slacks. ..Ida Cantor 
and a poker game...5th avenue on Hollywood boulevard, Marjorie Gate- 
son...Phil Baker, Lou Holtz, Walier Winchell and Lou Irwin waiting in 
front of the Beverly Hills Brown Derby around midnight for something 
to happen...and trying to swallow Skolsky’s crack that ‘there is only one 
Broadway, and that is in Hollywood’...Nedda Harrigan’s vivacity...ideal 
merger: Marguerite Churchill and George O’Brien...Ruby. Keeter’s naive 
charm. 

Seen everywhere: the Ralph Blums, Elaine Barrieé; Hyman’ Fink and 
Heppa Hopper...Mary Pickford’s new found happiness...Loretta Young 
and Joe Mankiewicz...Hollywood’s prom girl, Ginger Rogers: ..Jimmy 
Stewart’s boyish gaucherié. ..study in contrast, Burns and Allen in an early 
American setting. ..Stuff Smith playing ‘I’ve Got You Under My Skin’ to 
a ‘Bolero’ tempo at the Famous Door...the' thousand incandescent ‘bulbs 
behind the eyes of Katherine Hepburn...Lionel Stander’s soap box tend- 
encies. 

But with the Japanese-Chinese situation, fascismi, Stalinism, infantile 
epidemics, Wall Street and the ‘war scare’ the most besetting problems of 
Hollywood at the moment are: whether Mickey Mouse can make a come- 
back with a good story...and if Shirley Temple can keep her weight down! 


INFANTILE SCARE IN | Another Slant Puts 
WEST STILL HURTING) Damper on Farmers’ 
Tae | Prospects for B. 0. 





Omaha, Sept. 14. 
Infantile paralysis epidemic con- 
tinues its assault on box offices with 


. Bassas! Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 
little relief in sight. Past week has Independent exhibitors ra ‘the 
seen 10 new cases, two serious, and ti! 


two deaths, and opening of school ‘smaller towns throughout the terri- 








CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento. 
Franklin Theatre, _ine.; capital stock, 
500 s re } $10: permitted to issue 
740 shares Directors: Harry L. Rackin, 
William H. Pine. J. H. Finkler 
Josie Sedgwiek-Ray West and Asse- 
| (lates, fue.; eatrical agency eapital 
stock, 1,000 shares) no par: permitted to 
sue all Lrive rs Dr. W. H. Voeller, 
Ray \We Edward Pavaroff, Norman | 
Frescott, Josie Sedgewick and R. E. -Fen- | 
nell 
OKLAHOMA 
©kKlahoma City 
Kelley & Binns Rodeo Shows, Inc., | 


Tulsa; capital stock of $10,000 
porators a wed 
of Fittstown, 


( Incor- | 
Kelley and Kirt Kelley 
and H. PD. Binns of Tulsa. 


has been definitely set back to Sept. 
20 with rumors of a possibility it 
may be held off till Oct. 4. 


Meanwhile b.o. takes have dropped 
off from 25 to 35% in downtown 
houses and up to 50% in nabes. Six 
nabes, including Corby, Circle, Ben- 
son, Tivoli, Minne Lusa and Garden, 
closed part time beginning week of 
5-11, and others on verge. First four 
named are Sam Epstein hous¢s, and 
others are indies. Noticcs have not 
been given at any of downtown 


houses or at any five Ralph Gold- | 


berg nabes. 


Business men in all lines affirm 
drastic effect but nowhere 
tically felt as in pix biz. Manager 
Bill Miskell, Orpheum prex:, mak- 
ing plans to book return enage- 
ments on biggies cut in on by polio- 
myelitis ban. Notably ‘You Can't 
Have Everything’ and ‘100 Men and 
a Girl’ will be brought back imme- 
diately following lifting of the ban. 
Deanna Durbin opus suffered heav- 
ily with kid trade cut out. 
brouvtht back will be as seecnd {cer- 
tures on double bills. Similer ricns 
ave being considered by other man- 
agers. 


F 4 ims 


Since beginning. of the ben th-ec 
weo':s ago number of ce ces. hes 
re7ched nearly 100, althcv h num- 
ber of deaths relatively few. 

Pix houses have no hope ef liftin’ 
ban till beginning of schoel. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 


Although tnere is more then a 
normal amount of infantile parr’: sis 
throughout the territory in only one 
town, Atwater. Minn.. have the au- 
thorities closed the theatre on ac- 


count of the situation, as far as can/| 


be learned. Town has one show- 
house, the Lyric, and it will remain 
closed, local officials announce. 
‘abatement of the epidemic.’ 


until 


s9 dras- | 


jtory now are. claiming that the 
farmer, is not so .well off ‘and is 
spending less on entertainment de- 
spite much bigger crops and better 
prices than during recent preceding 
years. : 

The apparent paradoxical Situation 
is due, they say, to the fact that the 
banks and other creditors, after lay- 
ing off the farmers for the past five 
years because crops and prices were 
| poor, are now demanding liquidation 
or’ partial liquidation of indebted- 
ness. So that, as a matter of fact, 
‘the farmers will have less to spend 
and their purchasing power will be 
| lower than a year ago. 
| Transient trade at Minneapolis 
‘show houses during Fair Week was 
,exceedingly disappointing, managers 
said, and there may be something to 


jthe out-of-town exhibitors’ analysis 
‘of conditions. 








Oklahoma City, Sept. 14. 

With pockets comfortably filled, 
farmers are once more helping to 
fll theatre seats throughout the en- 
tire state. Good wheat crops, bene- 
fit payments and other bank account 
fillers have left farm families with 
| sufficient cash and time to spend in 
theatre houses. In many smaller 
cities second and third houses which 
have been closed are reopening. 

Circuses and carnivals, now play- 
ing the state in full swing, are also 
noting the increased take over pre- 
vious years, few reporting anything 
but good gates. 

Theatre men throughout the state 
expect much remodeling and re- 
building and possibly some new 
houses as a result of better business 
in farm community centers. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 











Capacity, $2,000 Daily; ‘His Affair 


- $9,000, ‘Saratoga’ 286, Disappointing 


. 
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London, Sept. 5. 


Usual seasonal lull has duly as- 
gerted itself in the West-End picture 
theatres, with August reaching the 
peak for low grosses. But renters 
4nd exhibitors were not perturbed, 
as this is an annual occurrence, what 
with the general exodus to the sea- 

ore. 

a surprises in the West-End 
(one pleasant, and the other the 
reverse) were ‘Lost Horizon,’ at 
Marble Arch Pavilion, and ‘His Af- 
fair, at the Gaumont. Former, de- 
spite its 18 weeks at the Tivoli to 
healthy grosses (it was originally set 
for 12), is in its second run and 
doing near capacity business, better 
than the house has done in years. 
‘Affair,’ coupled. with the recent bal- 
lyhoo of the Robert Taylor local ar- 
rival, failed to cash in and has 
greatly surprised Arthur Jarrat. 
Gaumont-British booker, who thought 
business would spurt. 

However, with all the major 
American and British companies get- | 
ting ready to unload their A product 
for the fall, everything looks rosy, 
with an air of optimism all ‘round. 
Estimated Grosses 

(at $5 to the £) 


Academy (Indie) ‘Yiddle With His 
Fiddle’ (Yiddish) (7th week). 
Slipped in quietly and mopping up. 
This is the one Molly Picon risked 
a trip to Poland to be starred in. 
Obviously, she is a name to conjure 
with around these parts. Has done 
as high as $5,000, but even at $3,000, 
which is its present take, it is good 
going for this small capacity: house. 
- Cafiton (Par) ‘Easy Living’ (Par) 
(3d. week). Here as second West- 
End pre-release, after a fortnight at 
the Plaza to hefty grosses.. Good for 
two more weeks, with this week's 
grosses bettering $8,000. 

- Empire (Metro) ‘Saratoga’ (MG) 
(2d week). Has proved somewhat 
disappointing, and below expectation. 
Metro figured Jean Harlow’s tragic 
death would swell grosses here, as 
it did in America. But English peo- 


posthumous pictures; in fact, many 
resent it. Clocked near $28,000 first 
week but tumbled to below $20,000 
on second stanza. ‘Emperor’s Can- 
dlesticks’ (MG) current, and ex- 
pected to stay a fortnight. 
- Gaumont (G-B) and ‘His Affair’ 
(20th) (3d week), Stumped the 
Management, as it opened to over 
12,000 and was exvected to spurt. 
nstead, it\has drifted, and will not 
exceed $9,000 in its final stanza. 
‘Wake Up and Live’.(20th) due to 
lace, with big things expected. 
ree, and possibly four weeks 
ho for. 


- London Pavilion (UA) ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) (3d week). Never 


seemingly too sophisticated. Did not 
get beyond $10,000 the first. week. 
ucky if it finishes to $8,000 in its 


da) replacing. 

Marble Arch Pavilion (G-B) ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d week). Chalking 
up $2,000 per day, which is near ca- 
pacity. Enviable business, consider- 
ing pic has had 18 weeks at the 
Tivoli. Could stay here indef, but 
must vacate soon, as house is get- 
ting behind in its quota showings. 

New Gallery (G-B) ‘Under Red 
Robe’ (20th) (4th week). Attracted 
fair attention. especially from kids’ 
trade, with color helping. Opened to 
near $10,000, but will finish to 
around $3,000. ‘Edge of World’ (Joe 


Rock) replacing. 
‘High, Wide and 


Plaza (Par) 

Handsome’ (Par). ust terminated 
a fortnight to $10,000 weekly aver- 
age. Not disappointing, as picture 
Was not expected to panic ’em here. 
But the trade thinks it is good b.o., 
with Arthur Jarrat having booked it 
for the entire G-B circuit, and pay- 
ing 40%. Figured to be a clean-up 
for the provinces. ‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par) replaced, and expected to stay 
two to three weeks. 

Regal (ABP) ‘Let's Make a Night 
of It’ (ABP). This English-made pic 
by the John Maxwell group, star- 
Ting. Buddy Rogers and June Clyde, 
with a galaxy of local and American 
vaudevillians, got away to fair busi- 


ness, justifying holdover. Second 
Week just about $10,000. ‘Marked 
Woman’ (FN) replaced. 

Tivoli (G-B) ‘For You Alone’ 


(Col). Got away to a good start, al- 
though no smash. First week exceed- 
ea $11,000, which is fine for this 
duse, not so long ago called a white 
elephant. Now in third week, seems 
certain to touch $9,000 mark. ‘Star 
$ Born’ (UA) scheduled to follow. 








Epidemic Hurts Lincoln: 
‘Faces’ Best at $2,100 


Lincoln, Sept. 14. 
are trying hard to get up | 
With college opening, but 
aouncement that the grade and 

8h schools will not open until Oc- 


Grosses 
this week, 


scare has rocked the b.o. 
practically unseen. 
Stuart is fair on ‘Road Back’ and 
‘New Faces’ at the Lincoln is about 
the best in town. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200: 10-15)— 
‘Rose Marie’ (MG) and ‘Outer Gate’ 
(Mono) split with ‘Range Defenders’ 
(Rep) and ‘Bulldog Drummond at 
Bay’ (Rep). House is hard hit, $700. 
Last week same sad figure when 
‘House of Secrets’ (Ches) and ‘Road 
to Glory’ (20th) split with ‘Rustler’s 
Valley’ (Par) and ‘Ramona’ (20th). 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘New Faces’ (RKO). Will do the 
best biz. but not what it should be, 
about $2,100. Last week ‘Exclusive’ 
(Par) took it on the chin, but 
finished on the profit side at $2,400. 
Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—One Mile from Heaven’ (20th) 
plus ‘Marriage Before Breakfast’ 
(MG). Down with the rest, $1,000. 
Last week ‘Last Train from Madrid’ 
(Par) and fight film, sharing 





Kids are | 


| 
| 





with | paralysis 


for $7,300. Last week ‘Make a Wish’ 
(RKO) on twin bill with ‘Hideaway’ 
(RKO) was fair at $4,900. 

Keith’s (Kane) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Transatlantic Merry-Go-Round’ (U), 
revival, and vaude. Stepin Fetchit 
headlining in vaude switch from 
burlesque. In the red at $3,700. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and fight film 
(2d week). Former responsible for 
excellent $11,360, in its first week, 
and this week looks good for $5,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Think Fast Mr. Moto’ (20th) and 
vaude. Trade brisk at. $9,250. Last 
week ‘Footloose Heiress’ (WB) and 
vaude did $10,000, dandy. 


Confession, Phil 
Spitalny Socko 
$27,000, Detroit 


Detroit, Sept. 14. 


Couple of holdovers are keeping 
the total gross down, but houses gen- 
erally are doing nicely, with a re- 
turn of cooler weather and the end 
of vacations to thank. Infantile 
scare is about over, so 








‘Cimarron’ (RKO) plus ‘Hideaway’ | houses are suffering little from that | 


(RKO), slow, $1,200. 


score, 


Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)—| Two bright spots are the United 
‘Road Back’ (U). Average $3,100 | Artists with ‘Souls at Sea,’ which 
pace. Last week ‘Artists and Models’ | was ballyed extensively weeks in 


(Par) also went on the slide after a | advance, and the Michigan, playing 


good beginning, $3,300. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100: 10-15) 
—‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) paired with 
‘Public Cowboy’ (Rep). Same thing, 
$850, slow. Last week ‘Mr. Deeds’ 
(Col) and ‘Dangerous Adventure’ 
(Col), good $1,200. 


BUFF BULLISH, 
DEAD END 
BIG $25,000 


Buffalo, Sept. 14. 
Business for the current week is 
hitting the ceiling, following an- 
other especially strong seven-day 
period. Sudden change to frosty 
weather since Labor Day week-end 
has had the turnstiles spinning and 








' 





| 


present levels are.among the high- | 


est since the beginning of the year. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA). Proving top box 
office figure, despite some _ prior 
doubts due to picture being regarded 
as a critic’s film, shooting high for 
$25,000. Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
skyrocketed to sensational gross and 
beat best pre-estimates for peak 
$18,500. : 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Wild and Wooliy’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th). Exceptional business, 
this house jumps for kid stars, indi- 
cations fine for over $10,000. Last 
week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Big 
Shot’ (RKO), Breen always a solid 
draw here, socko for nearly $13,000. 
’ Great Lakes (Shea) (3.400; 30-50) 
—Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2nd week). 
Holdover looks to better excellent 
$8,000. Last week. just about top- 
flight, almost $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Art- 
ists and Models’ (Par) 
Brought back and looks set perhaps 
for fine $8,000. Last week ‘Love Un- 
der Fire’ (20th) and ‘Wild Money’ 
(Par), came in with. very good 
$8.500. 

Lafayette (Ind.) 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2nd week). 
Looks like best second week in 
years, should go to fine $10,000. Last 
week came close to house record, 
over $16,000. 


‘Party,’ ‘Lady’ Look Okay 
For $7,300, Indianapolis 


Indianapolis, Sept. 14. 


(3,400; 25-35 )— 








Extra good trade last week from 


thousands of state fair visitors makes | Comes Back’ (Par) and ‘Sheik Steps 
this week’s slump more marked, @s- | Gy’ 
pecially with two of the downtown | week, ‘Armored Car’ (U) and ‘Gang- 
| way’ (GB) $12,000, satisfactory. 


houses holding over. 
‘Lost Horizon’ is in its second week 


at Loew’s and ‘Thin Ice’ is dittoing | 
Both are satisfactory | (MG), Pleasant $15,000 in view. Last 
for holdovers. ‘Life of Party’ at the | week, ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and ‘Lon- 
Circle is doing all right, while the | don 
vaudfilm Lyric is faring nicely with | $16.500. 


at the Apollo. 


(2nd run). | 


‘Varsity’ and ‘Killers’ 








| 


| Under 
‘ Regt | Woolly’ (20th). Nice $15,000 in view. 
General let-down in biz is notice-| act ‘week, 


able this week in the first runs, with | ‘Think Fast Mr. Moto’ (20th), good 
school opening tagged as the alibi. $15,500. 


‘Think Fast Mr. Moto’ and a stage} 


bill headlining Rosco Ates. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave? (1,100; 25-40) 
—Thin Ice’ ‘20th). 
promises $5,000, very much 
after socko $9,100 last week. 
Circle (Monarch) (2,809; 


| sitv Show’ 


25-40 )— | 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) dualled with’ Last week. ‘I Cover the War’ (U) 
€c aud the infantile paralysis | ‘She’s No Lady’ (RKO), Looks good | and ‘Special Agent K-7’ the same. 


Holdover stanza) Dance’ (WB) got okay $14,500. 


okay | 





‘Confession’ with Phil Spitalny’s girl 
band on stage. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Reported Missing’ (U) and ‘One 
Mile from Heaven’ (20th), dual. Get- 
ting $5,200, about normal. Last week 
good $5,300 for ‘Road Back’ (U) (2d 
week) and ‘Born Reckless’ (U), 
former opus having moved here 
after a session at the’ Fox. 


Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 

‘Zola’ (WB) (3d week). Road show 
pulled ‘out Saturday (11) to make 
room for a legit play, after a profit- 
able 17-day ‘stand which brought in 
around $18,500, good in view of the 
situation. 
’Fex (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Can’t 
Have Everything’ (20th) and Rubi- 
noff (2d week). Entire show held 
over and should garner oke $18,500 
following a bumper opening stanza 
at close to $34,000. 


Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘New Faces’ (RKO). Oke 
at $4.000. Last week about the same 
figure for the second session of 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par), moved 
here from the Michigan. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Confession’ (WB) and 
Phil Spitalny femme band on stage. 
Combo clicking for nice $27.000. 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and stage show 
nabbed about $24,000 last session, 


ood. 
. Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 25-40) —‘Varsity Show’ (WB) 
(2d week) plus ‘Blonde Trouble’ 
(Par), dual. Doing average biz at 
$6,500. Last week Louis-Farr fite 
pix, coupled with ‘You’re Telling 
Me’ (Par) dragged in nice $7,500, al- 
though not up to previous fistic pix. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 30-40-65)—‘Souls at Sea’ 
(Par). Ballyed extensively weeks in 
advance, opus figures to clip off 
about $15,000, nifty. Should hold for 
at least two sessions. Last week, 
second of ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
got good $7,500, following a hefty 
opening stanza of $15,000. 





Sweet $16,500, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Sept. 14. 


Abundance of pleasant film fare 
on all downtown screens, accom- 
panied by comfortable weather, gave | 
the operators a chance to make some 
money oyer the weekend. Good biz | 
is reported at Loew's Met, where | 
‘Topper’ is on display, Fabian’s Par | 
with ‘Varsity Show,’ and RKO Albee | 
with ‘Love Under Fire.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Love | 
Fire’ (20th) and ‘Wild and | 








‘Road Back’ (U) and 


Fox (4.000; 25-35-55 )—‘Drummond 


(Rep). Okay $13,000. Last 


Met 
(MG) 


(2,400; 25-35-55) — ‘Topper’ 
and ‘Between Two Women’ 


By Night’ (MG) swell 
Paramount (4.000; 25-35-55 )—‘Var- 
(WB) and ‘Killers of Sea’ | 
(GN). Firs $16,500. Last week. ‘Con- | 
fassion’ (WB) and ‘Dance. Charlie | 


got 








Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Califor- | 
nian’ (20th) and ‘Public Wedding’ 
(WB). Uneventful $5.000 in store. 
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B’way Looks to Legionnaires But 





B. 0. OK Regardless; Holdovers Big, 
‘Zenda’ 1006, ‘Tee’ 426, Crosby 42'6 





The tone of business on Broadway 
remains firm, though not comparing 
with Labor Day week’s handsome 
take when rainy weather added an 
estimated $100,000 to the total gross. 

In addition to strong product and 
other factors, the streets are already 
full of Legionnaires. The convention 
gets under. way Monday (20), but 
some of the boys are in town going 
into training for it. Theatres antici- 
pate they’ll get their share of the 
out-of-town coin that will be 
dropped. 

All theatres are on holdovers ex- 
cepting the Central and _ Rialto, 
which play pictures of secondary 
first-run caliber. ‘Shadow Strikes’ 
is battling for a fair $7,000 at the 
Central, while ‘Flight from Glory’ 
at the little-seater Rialto may get 
$8.000, okay. 

Holdies are unusually strong, up 
front being ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ at 
Music Hall (2d week), $100,000: ‘Thin 
Ice’ at the Roxy (2d week), $42,000 
or better; ‘Double or Nothing’ and 
Shep Fields orchestra, Paramount 
(2d. week), $42,500: ‘Dead End.’ Ri- 
voli (3rd week), $25,000, and ‘Zola,’ 
on a twice-daily run at the Holly- 
wood (4th week), ditto. The weaker 
pictures which: stayed a_ second 
stanza are ‘Broadway Melody’ at the 
Capitol, a moderate $20,000; ‘Varsity 
Show’ (Strand), only about $12,000 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond’ at the Cri- 
terion, $7,000. 

‘Zenda,’ tops of the town, is strong 
enough to go a third lap at the 
Music Hall. The same is true of the 
‘Double or Nothing’-Shep' Fields 
combination, which essays a _ third 
stanza at the Par. ‘Dead End’ goes 
a fourth week in view of its pres- 
sure, but ‘Thin Ice’ and the Big Anp- 
ple stage show at the Roxy is call- 
ing it quits after 14 days. House is 
good enough at $42,000 or better to 
pile in a third week, but is being 
pushed by pictures, including U’s 
‘100 Men anda Girl,’ which wants 
to get on its way. This opens Fri- 
day (17). Under the new Roxy pol- 


DEAD END’ 176. 
‘100 MEN’ 156, 
CINCY TOPS 


Cincinnati, Sept. 14. 


Above-par product and_ cool 
weather are upping traffic along cin- 
ema lane over last week's zippy start 
for the new season. 

‘Dead End’ is the b.o. darling cur- 
rently, clicking $17,000 for the Albee. 
‘100 Men and A Girl’ has the Palace 
in a black feast with $15,000. Keith’s 
is pegged for $5,000 on ‘Something 
to Sing About.” Smallie Family, 
standby for westerns, is having its 
second straight over-the-top week 
after holding a comfy level for long. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Dead End’ (UA). Great, $17,000. 
Last week ‘Variety Show’ (WB), 
$15,000, swell. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Stella: Dallas’ (UA). Transferred 
from Palace for second week, swell, 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody’ (MG) (3d week), $4,500, okav. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)—‘Hol- 
lywood Cowboy’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th), split. Big $2,300. 
Last week, ‘Border Cafe’ (RKO) and 








‘Californian’ (20th), split, $2,600, 
smash. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40) — 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Moved 


over from Capitol for fourth down- 
town week, dandy, %3.500. Last week, 
‘Can't Have Everything’ (20th) (4th 
week), $3,000, all right. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40) — 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN). 
Fair, $5,000. Last weck, ‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col), $5,500, good. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) 
‘Varsity Show’ (WB). Switched from 
Albee for second week, okay $4.500. 
Last week, ‘Wild and Wooly’ (20th), 
eight days. $4.500. tolerable. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42) — ‘100 
Men and a Girl’ (U). Big, $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA), 
$16.000, wham. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42) — 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (run). Excel- 
lent $8,000 this week, after nifty 
$17,000 for first 10 days. Will hold 
into next week. To be followed by 
indef stay of ‘Thin Ice’ (20th). 





Next ‘Broadcast’ Scripting 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Paramount has assigned Patterson 
McNutt to script ‘The Big Broadcast 
of 1953.’ 
Harlan Thompson produces, 


icy of 20th-Fox, which took the the- 
atre over, a control tigure for hold- 
overs has been set at $28,000 for first 
three days (Fri., Sat., Sun.). 

Other replacements in holdover 
spots are opening today (Wed.) of 
‘That Certain Woman’ at the Strand, 
‘Big City’ at the Cap tomorrow 
(Thurs.) and ‘On Such a Night’ at 
the Crit today (Wed.). One of the 
$2 pictures, ‘Souls at Sea,’ which has 
done only fairly at the Globe, goes 
out Sunday night (19), house revert- 
ing to a first-run weekly change pol- 
icy. ‘Souls’ last week (5th) got $7.590, 
a boost over the prior week, but far 
from fancy. On its six weeks’ run 
picture will gross pround $50,000. 

‘Firefly’ is also far from startling 
at the $2 Astor. On its first week 
over Labor Day, the gross was $13,- 
600. A brief run is anticipated, with 
Sam Goldwyn’s ‘Hurricane’ pointed 
to open here around Nov. 15. ‘Fire- 
fly’ may not go that long. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Firefly’ (MG) (2d week). Just fair 
but profitable, first week over Labor 
Day totaling to $13,600. Run will 
probably be short. ‘Hurricane’ (UA) 
being planned for premiere here 
around Nov. 15. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘B’way Melody’ (MG) (2d_ week). 
With aid of Labor Day weekend on 
first seven days came close to $40,000 
but on holdover (current) looks no 
more than about $20,000 tops, fair- 
ish, and out tonight (Wed.). ‘Big 
City’ (MG) succeeds. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99 )—‘Shadow Strikes’ (GN). This 
picture inaugurates a product deal 
under which all Grand National re- 
leases will be split between the Cen- 
tral and Globe; about $7,000 indi- 
cated. just fair. Last week, ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (20th) got $7.500. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Bull- 
dog Drummond’ (Par) (2d week). 
On the holdover not as:bad as many 
pictures have been on a single week 
here, maybe $7,000. The first seven 
days over $12,000, good. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Souls’ (Par) (6th week). Last week 
(5th), $7,500, mild, and out next Sun- 
day night (19), Theatre goes back 
to a first run grind policy, with 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) 
opening Monday (20). 

Hollywood (1.454; 55-85-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) —‘Zola’ (WB) (5th week). Still 
socking through strongly. last week 
(4th) over the Labor Day holiday and 
three shows Saturday-Sundav-Mon- 
day, close to capacity, $25,000. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Love Un- 
der Fire’ (20th) and ‘Confession’ 
(WB), both 2d run, dualed. Okay at 
$9,000 or close. Last week the at- 
tendance for ‘Can't Have Everything’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Renorted Miss- 
ing’ (U) (1st run). big. $12,200. 

Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—Double or Nothing’ (Par) and 
Shep Fields orchestra (2d week). 
Bing Crosby-Martha Rave drag, plus 
Fields, means very puissant second 
week of $42,500, heavy profits. The 
first seven days added to $62,000. 
highest under present policy and 
prices, in effect nearly two years. 
Goes third frame. 

Radio Citv Musie "oll (5.980; 40- 
60-35-99-$1.65)—‘Zenda’ (UA) and 
Stage show (2d week). It’s selt¢om 
they hold pictures a third week here 
but this is one of the excentions; 
this week (2d) it will got $109,900, 
thus justifving being held. The firrt 
seven days’ gross was $123,709, 
mightv. 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55 )—‘Flight from 
Glory’ (RKO). This one is dvivg 
pretty well, probably $8,000. ct 
weck, ‘Borneo’ (20th) ond carr -4- 
over Louis-Farr fight films, went a 
little over this figure. 

Rivoli (9.092; 25-55-75-85-09)— 
‘Dead End’ (UA) (3d week). An 
erful draw in New York. as ev °°’ 
it would be. and on third wees «>? 
ing last night, around $95,000, ™> 
second week was $38,000, excellent, 
Goes fourth stanza. 

Roxv (5.836: 25-45-55-75)—‘Trin 
Ice’ (20th) and stage show (°d 
week). Not holding this show. ev-n 
thouch the second weel’s #ross v1 
he $42,000 or over. Initiol seven 
days sent the adding machine ty a 
few bucks under $70,000. best tek! 


ae 


we 


ne 
in seven yerrs here. ‘100 Men ond 
Girl (U) frettine about waiting 


around, comes in Fridav (17). 

Strand (2,767: 25-55-75)—‘Varcitv 
Show’ (WB) (2d week). Somewhot 
of a disovpointer. only abont $12 99 
this week on holding over but a fir 
enourh nrofit “fter a first seven Corrs 
of $28.000. “That Certain Women’ 
(WB) bows today (Wed.,). 

State (23.450: 35-55-75)—‘Articte 
and Models’ (Par) (9d rund ard 
vaude bill headed by Jimmy Dor-ov 
orchestra. Thev wrung ‘A. and M? 
nretty drv on four weeks of the tt 
rin Paramount but probably $24,- 
000. anyway, good. Last week hovre 
went over exnertations to a emech 
£40900 with ‘Stetla Dallas’ (TTA) (2d 
rin) and a held-over stas? show in- 
clndine the Harvest Moon ball 
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Holdovers Dominate Philly; Crosby 
OK 156, 100 Men 


2d Wk. Strong 156 








Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 

Holdovers predominate in_ the 
larger downtown film houses, with 
change of bill announced for mid- 
week instead of Friday and Satur- 
day in several instances. , 

The Aldine, for example, switches 
pix Thursday (16) with ‘Dead End 


following the 22-day run of ‘Stella 
Dallas. Latter achieved a thump- 
ing good record and might have held 
over if UA did not have so many big 


enes lined up. 

The Boyd gets ‘Lost Horizon’ on 
‘Thursday after two weeks of ‘Thin 
kee’ which spurted a little and got a 
a longer run than at first figured. 
The Fox 
‘That Certain Woman’ following the 
highly successful ‘100 Men and a 
Girl.’ Latter is still doing well and 
there’s an off-chance a last-minute 
decision may hold it although Fox 
very seldom has three-week book- 
ings. 

‘Double or Nothing’ is most im- 
portant of the few new offerings and 
with names and good notices figures 
for a possible holdover at the Stan- 
ley which has ‘Big City’ as an under- 
line. Strong business is being scored 
at the Earle. also, where ‘On Such a 
Night’ and Horace Heidt are a defi- 
ni*e draw. 

Warners’ special campaign couldn’t 
give ‘They Won't Forget’ a second 
week at the Stanton, figured by 
many as a poor house for this trag- 
ically honest picture. ‘Chan on 
Broadway” came in Saturday, with 
‘Forget’ reported as skedded to play 
a small downtown house for another 
week. . 

Last week’s biz, as predicted, was 
way over average with biggest re- 
turns for any Labor Day period 
since pre-depression days. Sudden 
cold and rainy weather, plus Jew- 
ish holidays, turned the trick. Fox 
Jed the way with $22,000 for ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ but Earle, Boyd, Stan- 
ley and Aldine all shared the holiday 
plum. Slump which followed Mon- 
day’s influx, didn’t offset Sunday and 
Labor Day biz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Stella 
Dallas’ (UA) (3d week), Pic end- 
ing fine 22 days biz tomorrow 
¢Thursday ) with $11,500 indicated on 
final eight days. Pace off last few 
days. Second week gave it a corking 
$14.000. ‘Dead End’ (UA) tomorrow. 

Arcadia (600: 25-40-50)—‘Girl Said 
No’ (GN) (2d run). Started very 
weakly, may not get full week al- 
though management upped adver- 
tising campaign; $2,000 will be tops. 
Last week ‘Platinum Blonde’ (Col) 


be 





(2,600; 36-55)—‘Souis at Sea’ (Par) 
and ‘Lady Escapes’ (WB). Big sec- | 
ond week at around $5,000. First | 
week cleaned up for a swell! $8,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and} 
‘She’s No Lady’ (Par). Better than | 
average at $6,500. Last week, ‘You 
Can’t Have Everything’ (20th) and 
‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ (20th) closed 
an okay second week at $5,000. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—"That Certain Woman’ (FN) and 
‘London By Night’ (MG). Average 
pickings in this house at around | 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Confession’ (FN) | 
and ‘Dodds Takes the Air’ (FN) got 
good enough play and closed for fair | 


$5,300. 





GOOD PIX, GOOD 
WEATHER, BUT 
D.C. FAIR 


Washington, Sept. 14. 

Cool snap followed week of rain, | 
but it isn’t hypoing the b.o. as ex- 
pected. Even ‘Stella Dallas,’ which 
opened after one of biggest buildups 
pic has had here in years, is not 
more than good. 
Answer lies partly in fact that | 
several good pix are splitting the | 
take, including the sizeable cut go- | 
ing to two repeats, ‘Lost Horizon’ | 
and ‘Wee Willie Winkie.’ 
Estimates fer This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 35-66)— | 
‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and vaude. | 
Tourists who always flock to biggest | 
house helping to lead town with 
good $22,000. Last week ‘Big City’ 
(MG) good $21,300. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Willie Winkie’ (20th) (2d run). 
Nice $6,000 after good week at Capi- 
tol. Last week ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(2d run) built to big $5,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 35-66)—‘Var- 
sity Show’ (WB) and vaude. Return 
of Gracie Barrie, local favorite, 
helping, but even rave notices can’t 
send pic without sock names over 
good $18,500. Last week ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) in first week at pop 





(revival), also Farr-Louis fight pix 
for six days, very nice $3,500. 

Beyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—Thin Ice’ 
(20th) (2d week). Getting six-day 
holdover for moderate $8,000. First 
week with Labor Day biz zoomed 
to $15.500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘On. Such a 
Night’ (Par) and vaude, Horace 
Heidt headliner. . Hitting strong pace 
and $25,000 seen. Last week ‘Wild 
and Woolly’ (29th) and Hal LeRoy, 
e al., also, soared far above expecta- 
tions with weather change, $23,000. 

Fex (3,000; 40-55-65 )—100 Men and 
a Girl’ (U) (2d week). This one a 
wow from the word ‘Go.’ Second 
week will give it $15,000 after first 
week’s swell $22,000. 

Karlton. (1,000; 25-40-50)—‘Love 
Under Fire’ (20th) (2d run). So-so 
$2,000 seen. Last week ‘Vogues’ 
(UA) (2d run), very nice $3,500. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65 )—‘Double 
or Nothing’ (Par). Good $15,000 in- 
dicated and maybe holdover. ‘Varsity 
Show’ (WB) got only two days over 
. week for a total of $18,500 in nine 
ays. 

Stanten (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Chan on 
Broadway’ (20th), average $5,700 
seen. “They Won't Forget’ (WB) 
couldn't hold despite campaign. 
$7,000 was good, however. 


“LIN ICE’ AND ‘LADY’ 
OKE $6,500, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 14. 
All b.o. biz is still strong, with pix 
holding to higher first week biz than 





at any time for the past year. 
Parker’s UA finally capitulated to 
the double feature policy which all 


other houses use. 

Holdover winners this week are 
*100 Men and a Girl’ at the Broad- 
way and ‘Souls at Sea’ at the Or- 
pheum. ‘Thin Ice’ is also doing 
nicely at the Paramount. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
-— ‘100 Men and a Girl’ (U) (2d wk) 
with new companion pic ‘Men Are 
Not Gods’ (Col). Going to good 
$4.500. First week, with ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (FN) turned out to 
be a strong winner at $6.400. 

Iayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,400: 
30-55)—'Forlorn River’ (Par) and 
‘Devil is Driving’ (Col). Average 
fare and average results for this 
house at $2.500. Last week. ‘Broad- 
way Melody’ (MG) and ‘Love in 
Bunzalow’ (U) closed its. third 
week nicely at $2.900. First two 
weeks at the Broadway mopped up 
great $15,000. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 





prices mounted to big $22.500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)—‘100 
Men and Girl’ (U). Crities tossing 
adecetives like rain ever since smart 
preview and opened toward swell 
$13,000. Last week ‘Life of Party’ 
(RKO) light $6,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (2d run). Shoved in 
cold after big week at Earle and 
should climb to big $6,500. Last 
week ‘Artists and Models’ (Par) (2d 
run) passable $3,500. 

Natienai (Legit) (1,200: 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Zola’ (WB) (2d week). 
Wound up Saturday (11) battling 
stiff opposition and non-air-cooled 
house with fair $3,500. 

Palaee (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). Smash cam- 
paign, but not more than probably 
just good $16,500.. Last week “Thin 
Ice’ (20th) slipped slightly to aver- 





Ist Runs on B’way 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Sept. 16 
Astor—‘Firefly’ (MG) 
wk). 
Capitel—‘Big City’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in This Issue) 
Central—‘Charlie Chan 
Broadway’ (20th) (18). 
Criterion—‘On Such a Night’ 
(Par) (17). 
(Reviewed in Varisry Aug. 
Globe—Something to 
About’ (GN) (20). 
(Reviewed in Vanrtery Sept. 1) 
Hollywood—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
(6th wk). 
Music Hall—‘Prisoner 
Zenda’ (UA) (3d wi). 
Paramount—‘Double or Noth- 
ing’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rialto—‘40 Naughty 
(RKO) (17). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8) 
Rivoli—Dead End’ (UA) (4th 
wk). 
Roxy—100 Men and a Girl’ 
(U) (17). 
(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8) 
Strand—‘That Certain Wo- 
man’ (WB) (i5). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 4) 
Week of Sept. 23 





(3d 


on 


18) 
Sing 


of 


Girls’ 


Astor—'Firefly’ (MG) (4th 
wk). 
Capitol—‘Good Earth’ (MG). 





(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 10) 
Globe—‘Something to Sing 
About’ (GN) (2d wk). 

Holly wood—‘Emile Zola’ (WB) 
7th wk). 
Music 

Col). 
(Reviewed in Variety March 10) 
Paramount—‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (22). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 28) 
Rivoli— Make a Wish’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 25) 
Roxy — ‘Wife, Doctor and 
Nurse’ (20th) (24). 
(Reviewed in Variety sept. 8) 
Strand—‘That Certain Wo- 
man’ (WB) (2d wk). 


‘SUPER-SLEUTH,’ VAUDE 
SOCK $15,000, M’TREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 14. 
Continuously clicking turnstiles 
rejoiced theatre-men over the week- 


Hall—‘Lost Horizon’ 

















| 





age $15,000. 


end, with re-opening of Loew’s to 
vaude and good play at the other 
main stems. In straight pix, the 
Capitol will probably top the town 
with ‘Thin Ice,’ but Loew’s looks like 
grossing as high as $15,000, on ad- 
mish raised to 50c. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Artists 
and Models’ (Par) (2nd week). Fol- 
lowing an exceptional week with 
$10,000 gross, currently should add 
another $8,000, very good. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Thin 
Ice’ (20th) and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). 
Indications of grossing $9,000, very 
good. Last week ‘Thé Road Back’ 
(U), was not as good as expected at 
$7,500. 

Loew’s (M.T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and_ unit. 
Crowding them in since opening 
morning, with turn-away biz on 
week-end. Should gross $15,000, ex- 
cellent. Last week, pix only, ‘Gang- 





Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 
High-powered attractions continue 
to keep local box-offices healthy, 
and another impressive week is in 
the cards. 


result, sunshine rules the roost. 
is Duke Ellington at the Orpheum, 


Have Everything’ and ‘Stella Dal- 
las,’ the two latter holdovers, aren’t 
doing so badly either. 

Incidentally, holdovers have been 
more numerous in recent months 
than during any previous period 
within memory—a testimonial to the 
high quality of product now being 


runs last four days 


(Par), $1,200, oke. 


Century (Publix-Singer) 





, week). 
|after brisk first week. 





Chief among the gross vitalizers| rection of good $10,000. 


but ‘Broadway Melody,’ ‘You Can’t | 


runs) and last three days dual first | Last 


(UA) (2d run) split with dual first | ies 


Mpls. Skyrocketing; Ellmgton, 
Dodd’ $14,000, ‘Melody’ Nice $10,000 


Letting down Considerably 
However, 
$4,500 will be acceptable, on top of 
fine $8,000 first week. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 


‘ It will be the third suc- | 25-35-55)—‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). 
cessive prosperous canto and, as a! Array 


of cast names bringing in 
| plenty of customers. Heading in di- 
Last week, 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) got $9,500, pretty 
good. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
35-40-60)—‘Dodd Takes Air’ (FN) 
}and Duke Ellington band on stage. 
Opened to flying start. Stretching 
towards immense $14,000. Last week. 
‘You Can't Have Everything’ (20th) 
plus Louis-Farr fight pictures, enor- 
mous $13,000. 





released. — State (Publix-Singer) (2,300: 25- 
Estimates for This Week 35-55)—‘Can’t Have Everything’ 
Aster (Publix-Singer) 900; 15-/| (20th) (2d week). Brought over 
25 )— ‘Angel’s Holiday’ (Par) split| from the Orpheum. Indicates $5,500, 
with ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) (2d! which will be entirely satisfactory. 


week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d 


runs ‘Wildcatter’ (U) and ‘Western| week), good $6,000, on top of big 
Gold’ (20th). Looks like good $1,400. | $13.000 Minnesota week. 
Last week, ‘Woman Chases Man’ | Time (Berger) (290: 15-25)—‘Fol- 


Bergere’ (UA). Reissues don’t 


‘Footloose |seem to be what this theatre’s b.o. 
Heiress’ (WB) and ‘Rustlers’ Valley’ | needs. 


Flashy and effective front 
up but only $600 indicated, light. 


(1,606; | Last week, fourth for ‘Imitation of 
25-35-55)—‘Stella Dallas’ «UA) (2d! Life’ (U) revival, $600, oke. 











‘Woman’-Dodd’ Big $19,000; ‘Party’ 


And Vaude Fair $16,500 in Frisco 


way’ (Emp) and ‘Speed to Spare’ 
(Rep), at $4,500, was fair. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—Topper’ 
(MG) and ‘Under Cover of Night’ 
(MG). With good week-end biz, 
may gross $7,000, very good. Last 
week ‘King Solomon’s Mines’ (Emp) 
and “Take My Tip’ (Emp), very good 
at $6,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Nitchevo’ and ‘Le Malade 
Imaginaire’ (3rd week). Still hold- 
ing up at around $2,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
34)—‘L’Homme du Jour’ and ‘C’est 
un Beau Temps.’ This house has hit 
its stride and looks like another 
$6,500, after a like gross last week 
on ‘L’Assault’ and ‘Les Gais Lurons,’ 
very good. 


MELODY FAIR 
$32,000 IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Sept. 14. 

Film trade here is generally fair, 
but with no sock product among the 
new entries. “Thin Ice,’ on dual bill 
at the Keith Memorial, stays on 
after a near-record week, and is 
holding its pace beautifully. 

‘Broadway Melody,’ soloing at the 
Orpheum and State, is okay, but no 
smash. ‘Varsity Show,’ with Mal 
Hallett on stage, will turn in medium 
biz at the Met. ‘Nothing to Sing 
About,’ on a double bill at the Hub, 
is pleasing. 

Estimates for This Week 


Bosten (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Happened in Hollywood’ (Col) and 
stage show with Mitzi Mayfair and 
Ina Ray Hutton. Okay $19,000. Last 
week ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
stage show topped by Ethel Merman 
was very big at $31,000. 

Colonial (WB) (1,643; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) ‘Zola’ (WB). Road 
show ended second stanza with good 
take of $9,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘On Such a Night’ (Par) and 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), dual. Dull, 
headed for about $4,000. Last week 
‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) and ‘King 
Solomon’s Mines’ (GB), double, 
tepid $4,500. 

Hub (Grand) (930; 20-30-40)— 
‘Something to Sing About’ (GN) and 
‘Killers of Sea’ (GN), dual.. Show- 
ing strength, around $8,500. Last 
week ‘Love Takes Flight’ (GN) and 
‘Small Town Boy’ (GN), dual, fair 
$6,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 25- 
40-55)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘An- 
napolis Salute’ (RKO), dual (2d wk). 
Aiming at dandy $23,500. First week 
was socko $32,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Varsity Show’ (WB) and stage 
show. Will go to about $23,000, sat- 
isfactory. Last week $24,000 for 
‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) and stage show. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50) — ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). 
Opened fairly strong and, with help 
of week-end rain, should hit okay 
$17,000. Last week $18,060 for ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG). 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—On Such a Night’ (Par) and 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), double. 
N.s.h. at $7,000. Last week $7,000 
for ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par) and ‘Solo- 
mon’s Mines’ (GB), dual. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
Blonde Trouble’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), dual. Looks like $6,000, okay. 
Last week $6,500 for ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) (3d run) and ‘Michael 
O’Halloran’ (Rep) (1st run), double. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Sweet 
music here at $15,000 pace. Last 
week ‘Good Earth’ (MG) was very 
pleasing at $16,500. 











L. Barrymore to Lunnon 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Metro is hurrying Lionel Barry- 
more through his role in ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold’ so he can go abroad to 
play in ‘A Yank at Oxford.’ 
Actor will support Robert Tavlor 
and Maureen O’Sullivan. 





CANTOR INTO RIVOLI 
‘Ali Baba Goes to Town,’ Eddie 
Cantor’s first for Fox, is not going 
into the Roxy, N. Y.. which 20th- 
Fox now operates, under present 
plans. Company figures the Rivoli 
a more suitable spot for a Cantor 

musical on a run engagement. 
If pictures can be spared, it is 





likely that others from 20th-Fox not 
needed by the Roxy will go into the 
same theatre. 





San Francisco, Sept. 14. 


Aside from ‘That Certain Woman’ 
on dual at the Fox, new arrivals on 
the street this week are failing to 
arouse any great amount of interest, 
Golden Gate Theatre, lone combo 
stand here, will have an average 
week with RKO’s ‘Life of the Party.’ 
Trade has gone away down at the 
Warfield, where Kay Francis is play- 


ing in ‘Confession’ with another 
Warner picture, ‘Dance. Charlie, 
Dance.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512: 35-55-75) 
—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2nd wk), 
Playing at both the United Artists 
and Embassy, ‘Dallas’ is a pushover 
in this house, which has been play- 
ing rejects for the most part. Hold. 
over stanza looks geared for some- 


thing in the nabe of $5,500. Last 
week was great at $8,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 35-55-75)— 
‘That Certain Woman’ (WB) and 
‘Dodd Takes the Air’ (WB). Out in 


front again this week. Looks like 
house will pull in $19,000 this week. 


Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and 
‘One Mile From Heaven’ (20th) hit 
swell $23,000. 

Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 35-55- 
75)—Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Biz somewhat below expec- 
tations; don’t expect to do over 
$16,500, which is just average. Last 
week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and 


Louis-Farr fight pictures did socke 
$22,000. 


Orpheum (F&M) (35-55-75 )\—‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) (3rd wk). Way this 
one is holding up is amazing. After 
12 weeks of roadshow, it is still 
pulling swell biz. Mopping up again 
at $10,000. Last week was very good 
at $13,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740: 35-55- 
75)—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mile 
From Heaven’ (20th). (2nd wk). Fox 
would have had close to a record 
week with this combo last week if 
the downtown district hadn’t suf- 
fered from the threat of labor vio- 
lence during the first three days. 
Biz picked up so quickly after 
things quieted down that the F-WC 
offices decided to move it down the 
street to the Paramount, where it 
should reach fine $13,000. Last week 
‘Double Or Nothing’ (Par) and ‘Lon- 
don by Night’ (MG) did $16,000, con- 
siderably less than hoped for. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) (2nd 
wk). Nice reception from local crix 
plus a hefty advertising budget for 
the first week bringing good results. 
United Artists is getting a better 
break on the matinee trade than the 
Embassy, which is housing the same 
picture. Expect good $9,000 on the 
holdover stanza, with one more 
frame to go. Last week was big at 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—Confession’ (WB) and ‘Dance, 
Charlie, Dance’ (WB). No dice at all, 
terrible $9,000. Last week ‘Souls at 


Sea’ (Par) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ 
(Par) (2nd wk.) did _ profitable 
$12,500. 





ZENDA SMASH 
$16,000, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 14. 


All first-runs good, ‘Zenda’ at the 
Denver topping town. ‘Lost Horizon’ 
strong at Paramount in fourth week 
in as many first-run houses. ‘Vogues’ 
strong at Aladdin and moves to 
Broadway for third stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500: 25-40)— 
‘Vogues’ (UA), following week at 
the Denver. OK $4,500. Last week 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th) heavy at $5,000 and 
moved to the Broadway for third 
week. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Thin Ice’ (20th), following a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin. 
Still good, $4,500. Last week ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col) fine at $4,000, and 
went to the Par for the fourth week 
in first-runs. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Nice $4,000. Last week ‘Souls’ (Par) 
had several standouts, good enough 
at $8,500 to warrant a holdover. 

Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘Zenda’ (UA) and_ stage band. 
Smasho $16,000, moves to the Alad- 
din, Last week ‘Vogues’ (UA) was 
big at $15,000, and aithough having 
no standouts because of short show, 
film was sent to the Aladdin for a 
second week, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
—‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO). Almost $8,000, big. 
Last week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) 
and ‘Border Cafe’ (RKO), on a five- 
day holdover, fine $7,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th) and ‘Under 
the Red Robe’ (20th). Good for 
$4,000. Last week ‘One Mile from 
Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Armored Car 
(U) good at $3,500. 
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Juicy Pickings in L.A., Bing Pushover 
For Par Mob, $206; Durbin Pic Smash 
$25,000, ‘Zola’ Clicks, ‘Wife’ 26146 





Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 

Couple of smash hits in town cur- 
rently should offset the other first 
runs whicn are nov so forte due 
in part to week-end hit which 
held all first runs down. New- 
comers in the big money are 100 
Men and a Girl,’ day-dating at the 
RKO Hillstreet and Pantages, and 
Par’s latest Crosby pic, ‘Double Or 
Nothing, away to a bangup start at 
the Paramount. On top of these 
regular runs, Warners’ debuted 
‘Zola’ as a two-a-day $1.65 attraction 
at the Carthay Circle, where it seems 
destined for substantial returns on 
the basis of early advance. _ 

Biz at the State-Chinese is off, 
around $18,000 under previous week, 
but should wind up current stanza 
with a satisfactory $26,500. Warner 
day-daters are doing nicely on ‘Var- 
sity Show’ ‘holdover), and ‘Firefly 
after six weeks at the Four Star 
folds (19) with a comfortable profit 
put away. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-1.10-1.65) — ‘Zola’ (WB). Pre- 
miered at $5.50 for around $4,000, 
which augurs healthy first week for 
the latest Muni opus. Advance sale 
is building consistently. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75) —Wife, Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) 
and ‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) dual. 
Trade eased off a bit currently, after 

revious smash week, but present 

ill will do okay at around $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th) brought smash $19,650, 
new house record, 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
§5)—“Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wine, 
Women’ (WB) dual (2nd week). 
Holdover week got away to satis- 
fectory start and should add another 
$7,000 to hefty $10,500 grabbed on in- 
itial stanza. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65)—Firefly (MG) (6th week). 
Entering its final week (closes Sept. 
19) operetta continues to hold satis- 
factor pace. Last week (5th) 
wound up with profitable $5,500. 
House resumes old policy of ex- 
tended runs at regular prices Sept. 
22 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Varsity Show’ (WB) and ‘Wine, 
Women’ (WB) dual (2nd week). Biz 
continues good on this holdover, so 
— like $7,000 for second week. 

irst stanza brought good $10,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
100 Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘Re- 

orted Missing’ (U) dual. Preem at 
§2 20 top started take off with neat 

4.300, with first week likely hitting 
errific $13,000 over preem’s take. 

st week (8 days), ‘Life of Party’ 

KO) and ‘Annapolis Salute’ 

KO), satisfactorly $7,600. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—’Double or Nothing’ (Par) 
em stage show. Crosby surefire at 

downtown spot so initial week 
ooks headed for nifty $20,000 and 
olds. Stage show, headed by Slate 
ros. (repeat) helping. Last week, 
uls at Sea’ (Par) wound up second 
week (8 days) with big $19,500 as 
indicated. 

RKO  (2,950;30-40-55)—100 Men 

d Girl’ (U) and ‘Reported Miss- 

g’ (U) dual. ot away to nifty 
start and should have no trouble 
pitting big $12,000 on first week. 

week, ‘Life of Party’ (RKO) 
and ‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO) fin- 
ished nine days to excellent $11,200. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55-75) —‘Wife, Doctor’ (20th) and 
‘Chan on Broadway’ (20th) dual. 


Should hit profitable $15,000. Last 
week, ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th), terrific $23,700. 
' United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Water’ (20th) dual. Moveover of 
is Henie opus bringing another 
800d week of around $6,000. Last 
Week ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
‘Wild and Woolly’ (20th), disappoint- 


ing at $2,300. 
ilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
—Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot 


ater’ (20th) dual. Another move- 
Over for continued first-run with 
very big $9,000 the indication. Last 
Week ‘Love Under Fire’ (20th) and 
pg and Woolly’ (20th), very bad 


’ 





Seattle Sittin’ Pretty; 
‘Thin Ice’ Dual Big 1236 


; Seattle, Sept. 14. 
Big Campaign blasting the way for 
first pop priced showing of ‘Lost 
Horizon,” which got along for oke 
take at roadshowing here, and now 
Points ditto, at Liberty. ‘Thin Ice’ 
anne local aiming angle (Mount 
-T) played up, accounting for 
added interest. “ 
a at Sea’ surprised everyone 
inn magnificent $13,000 at Para- 
= last week and roars into sec- 
ri week. ‘Topper’ also big sur- 
ser and ditto at Orpheum, after 
sane $10,000. 


Cols reopening bringing folks 











back to town, but kids too busy to 
go to shows as yet. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27)—‘Great Gamnini’ (Par) 
and ‘Westbound, Ltd.’ (U), dual. An- 
ticipates O.K. $2,500. Last week 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
5 ae Scout’ (WB), dual, $3,000, 
big. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Met Him in Paris’ 
(Par) and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), dual. 
Good for $4,000. Last week ‘Moun- 
tain Musie’ (Par) and ‘13th Chair’ 
(MG), dual, big $4,100. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 10-21)~— 
‘Tootin’ Rhythm’ (Rep) and ‘Blazing 
Barriers’ (Mon), dual. At $2,100, 
fair. Last week Louis-Farr fight 
and ‘Girls Can Play’ (Col) at 27c. 
straight, no rave at $2,800. 

Fifth Ave. (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400: 32-37-42)—Thin Ice’ (20th) 
and ‘One-Mile from Heaven’ (20th), 
dual. Expects $12,500, socko. Last 
week ‘Broadway Melody’ (MG) good 
at $6,400. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), single bill, first 
time here except roadshow, looks set 
for run, starting with a great $10,000. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA), sin- 
gleton, 3rd week, big at $5,000, but 
moved out for ‘Horizon.’ 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(300; 32-37-42)—‘Broadway Melody’ 
(MG), single bill. Moved from Fifth 
Ave. for third week in town, mod- 


erate $2,800. Last week ‘Good 
Earth’ (MG) 3rd week, six days, 
okay at $3,800. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700:  32-37-42)—‘Topper’ (MG) 
and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) (2d week). 
O.K. at $7,500. Last week, same 
films, a surprising $10,500. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27) 


—‘Paradise Isle’ (Mon) and vaude. 
O.K. for $3,700. Last week ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mon) and vaude, big 
$4,500. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-42)—‘Souls at Sea’ 
(WB) and ‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par), 
dual (2nd week). Indicates a good 
$6,000. Last week, same films, three 
powerful days over Labor Day holi- 
day accountable for $13,000, topping 
the town for months. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘New Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Last Train 
from Madrid’ (Par), dual. Fxvects 
$2,500, good. Last week ‘Singing 
Marine’ (WB) and ‘Meet Missus’ 
(RKO), dual, $2,700, good. 


DEAD’ SOCKO 
$22,000, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, Sept, 14 
Expected reaction following a sen- 
sational Labor Day week is not 
nearly as great as anticipated, and 
biz is rolling right along on every 
side this session, to keep the smiles 
fixed and the ledgers black. Arrival 
of cooler weather is making the town 
theatre-minded again and ace attrae- 

tions are all splitting the groove. 


‘Dead End’ is a solid smash at the 
Penn, hitting for top money here 
this season, and sticks for a second 
week at the Warner, while Glen 
Gray’s Casa Loma orch is bolstering 
‘Knight Without Armor’ at the Stan- 
ley to give the deluxer another 
top-flight gross. Two hove ‘Lost 
Horizon’ at the Alvin and ‘Thia Ice’ 
at the Fulton, are saili "| 
briskly, with ‘Iee’ etlehing again a 

ecause the 








‘Horizon’ going out oly be 
house is getting jammed up on 
product. 

Drop in mercury sent ‘Life 


Zola’ up at the Nixon, ih its secon 
wee. about $1,500 over the opening 
take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (24 wk), aun 
plenty strong and punching out well 
above $10,000. That’s good enough 
to rate a third stanza, but the house 
is getting behind on release sched- 
ules. Opening week set an all-time 
house record, even with stage shows, 
at $18,300. 

Art Cinema (Hendel) (290; 35-50) 
—‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon). Sex pic 
still grinding out enough to show a 
slight profit. Now in 10th week and 
getting around $750 to make stick- 
ing worth while. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Thin Ice’ (20th) (2d wk). Lots of 
stuff left. House doesn’t have a cool- 
ing plant and weather is giving the 
Henie pic the h.o. impetus it needs. 
Looks like better than $8,000, which 
means a third week, with a fourth 


possible. Last week, ‘Ice’ rolled up 
a new house record at well over 
$12,000. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-75- 


$1.00-$1.50 )\—‘Life of Zola’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Road show engagement got dual 


PICTURE GROSSES 











Day, with result that gross went up 
to around $9,000, or about $1,500 


SS 
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pak Spore, Sep snd “38 Oriental, Chi, New 


better than opening week’s take. Now 
in third and last stanza, with house 
launching its regular legit season 
Monday with ‘Star Wagon. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Dead End’ (UA). Solid smash 
and heading for sock $22,500, or 
better. Got away to a flying start, 
with word-of-mouth and rave no- 
tices. Will be among the site’s record 
grossers for the year and moves to 
the Warner Friday for h.o. Last 
week, ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) has too 
much competish and fact that it was 


house’s third big musical in a row | 
Finished to ordinary | 


didn’t 
$13,000. 


help. 





$2,500. Last week ‘Souls 
(Par) just fair $2,200. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 

‘Another Dawn’ (WB) plus ‘Slave 


at Sea’ 





Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)—! Ship’ (20th), split with ‘Wings Over 


‘Knight Without Armor’ 


section crédited with the big draw; 
pushing along to around $23,000. Last 


(UA) and! Honolulu’ (U) and 
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma orch. Flesh | Happy’ 


‘Sing and Be 
(20th), dual. Headed for 
| $2,300, okay. Last week ‘My Affair’ 
| (20th) and ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO), 


week, Eddy Duchin and ‘San Quen-| dual, split with ‘Midnight Madonna’ 


tin’ (FN), on strength of $8,200 
Labor Day, all-time mark here for 
single day, finished with sizzling 
$27,500 to top every previous band 
show gross here. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40 )—‘Meet 
the Missus’ (RKO) and ‘Talent 
Scout’ (WB). One of the weakest 
duals to hit this spot in some time. 
Sticks eight days, due to ‘Dead End’ 
moving over Friday and doubtful 
if it will get even $3,750 over the 
longer distance. Last week, ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Marry the Girl’ 
(WB) pretty good at $5,100. 


Prov. Cools, B.0.’s Get 
Hot, ‘B’way Melody’ 156, 
‘Artists-Models’ $8,500 


Providence, Sept. 14. 
Exhibs have finally got the kind 
of weather they have been hollering 
about for weeks, but only a few 
stands are getting any real break out 
of it. Picture fare is good in some 
spots and fair in others, and grosses 


are about the same. 

The leaders are ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody’ at Loew’s and ‘Artists and 
Models’ at the Strand, the latter on 
a double bill. ‘Melody’ looks the 
topnotch coin grabber, with ‘Artists 
and Models’ a good second. 

‘Road Back,’ at the Albee, seems 
headed for show money, opposish at 
the other spots being rather tepid. 
‘Lost Horizon’ moved from Loew’s 
to Carlton for second week. Going 
SO-soO. 

Thursday (16) another stand, the 
New Empire, joins the first-run 
houses with a combo policy. Play- 
house, legit stand, dark this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘On Again, Off 
Again’ (RKO), nice going all things 
considered; house pretty sure of 
cracking $6,500 for the week, oke. 
Last week, ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and 
‘Windjammer’ (RKO), also fight 
pictures, good at $7,600. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400 25-35- 
50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Second 
week not likely to go over very big, 
maybe $3,500, so-so. Last week “Thin 
Ice’ (20th) and ‘Hot Water’ (20th) 








about same. 
Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Wine, 
Women’ (WB) and vaude. Pace is 


around average here; if it doesn’t 
falter house sure to garner around 

5,500, so-so. Last week ‘Dodd 
akes Air’ (WB) and vaude jacked 
up to $6,000 with the aid of cool 
weather and rain, fair. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Broadway Melody’ (MG). Only solo 
so in town this week, but the 
eader nevertheless. If present pace 
continues $15,000 is as good as in 
the till, swell. Last week, ‘Lost 
Horizon’ (Col), also the town’s 
leader with a nifty $13,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and 
‘Hopalong Rides Again’ (Par). 
Should have no trouble is hitting 
$8,500, oke. Last week, ‘It’s All 
Yours’ (Col) and ‘She’s No Lady’ 
(Par), n.s.g. at $5,400. 


State Fair, Convensh, 
Cool Weather Up L’ ville; 
‘Horizon’ 736, Durbin 66 


Louisville, Sept. 14. 
Everything is in favor of the first- 
runs currently, and takings will be 
plenty satisfactory, although not in 
the smash category. State Fair 
opened Sunday (12), International 
Typographical Union holding con- 








vention, attended by 3,000 delegates, | 


and weather cool, an ideal setup all| summer stock 


around. 


(Par) and ‘Wild Money’ (Par), dual, 
exceeded expectations with fine 
$2,600. 

Loew’s State (3.000; 15-33-40)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). National 


publicity, and buildup weeks in ad- 
vance, showing results here at pop 
prices. Looks set to cop fine $7,500, 
and mebbe more. Last week‘Dead 
End’ plus ‘It Can’t Last Forever’ 
(Col), pulled hefty and steady biz 
all week, to top $10,300, way over 
normal, and far exceeding initial ex- 
pectations. Biz built steadily. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40 )—Varsity Show’ (WB) (2d 
week). Louis-Farr pic added for 
current week, but returns n.s.h. May 
come through for $3,100, fair, after 
first week’s big $5,000. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Rainbow on River’ 
(RKO), dual, split with ‘Murder 
With Pictures’ (Par) and ‘Garden of 
Allah’ (UA), dual. Cool weather 
and State Fair visitors will boost 
wicket trade to good $1,500. Last 
week ‘Cain and Mabel’ (WB) and 
‘Lady Be Careful’ (Par), dual, split 


with ‘Wedding Present’ (Par) and 
‘Dodsworth’ (UA), dual, ordinary 
$1,300. 


Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-33- 
40)—‘100 Men and Girl’ (U) and ‘Re- 


ported Missing’ (U), dual. Nice 
Steady b.o. draw, but not in the 
‘big’ class. Will cop $6,000, okay. 


Last week ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th), dual, mopped up 
jumbo $9,000, and moved to Brown 
for continuing seven days. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-30- 
40)\—Life of Party’ (RKO) and 
‘Flight From Glory’ (RKO), dual. 
With visitors galore in town, should 
continue pace to chalk up fine $4,000. 
Last week ‘Make a Wish’ (RKO) and 
‘On Such a Night’ (Par), dual, fair- 
ish $3,200. 


100 MEN’ WOW 
$13,500, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 14, 
Keith's is getting the town’s biz 
this week in grand style, garnering 


a very socko $13,500 with ‘100 Men 
and a Girl’ (U). Runner-up is 
Loew’s Century, which is getting a 
fair play on ‘Good Earth’ (MG), with 
a mild $10,000 indicated for the 
week. 

Holdovers of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
at the Hipp and ‘Thin Ice’ (20th) 
at the New fell down somewhat 
after resounding opening sessions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Good Earth’ (MG). 
Just maintaining a fair pace, with 
mild $10,000 indicated for the week. 
Last week ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) was 
fairly steady, going to $10,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(Col) (2nd wk.). Dropped off to 
$9,700 after a very socko opening 
session to $14,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘100 Men and Girl’ 
(U). Opened supper show Wed. (8), 
collecting critical raves and leadin 
the town since, with wow $13,5 
and second week a cinch. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—*Thin Ice’ (20th) (2nd wk). 
Off somewhat to $3,300 after hey- 
hey first session at $6,300. ‘Wife, 
Doctor, Nurse’ (20th) slated to fol- 
low. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Varsity Show’ (WB). Rather 
dissappointing at $7,200. Last week 
‘Confession’ (WB) n.g. $4,300. 











CHAN NO. 16 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Kay Linaker, back from playing 
in the East, moves 
into the femme lead in 20th-Fox’s 





“Lost Horizon” at regular prices, | ‘Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo.’ 


will put Loew’s State in the lead 


for b.o. honors, followed closely by | 
‘100 Men and a Girl’ at the Rialto. | 
‘Life of the Party’ and ‘Flight from | 


Glory’ at the Strand, will also pull in 
the shekels. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) 
(1,500; 15-25-40)—Thin Ice’ (20th) 
the ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th), dual. 


After jtional to 
st | 


Film is 16th in the Chan series 
starring Warner Oland. 


ALL TO THE MERRY 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Sonya Levien has moved over 
from 20th-Fox to Selznick Interna- 
script ‘Merry, Merry, 


swell seven day stanza at Rialto, | Saicens. 
sticking around to grab pretty good/| 


Helen Carlisle originaled. 








Ist Run 75c 


Policy Bullish with Stella’ 356; 
Duchin-Crosby 426, Breen- Air’ 206 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
settled on a T5e. top 
theatres except the 


Loop has 
price in all 


State-Lake, which has a 55c. peak. 
General upping of prices in all Bala- 
ban & Katz houses is completed this 
week with the new first-run policy 


for the vaudfilm Oriental, which cur- 
rently branches out into top 
tures with ‘Stella Dallas.’ 

At the Oriental this new policy 
means an increased gross of nearly 
$20,000 over old average. The mark 


this week goes to $35,000 at least, 
and due strictly to the ‘Dallas’ 
flicker. Many items concerned in 
the change of policy for the Oriental, 
and one of the most important 
factors in the Oriental shift is the 
picture jam-up at this time. So 
many ace pictures being held on the 
shelves that the distributors are 
putting genuine pressure on B. & K. 
for additional release outlets and 
dates. 


_ With a flock of ace pictures com- 
ing up, the Oriental and Chicago are 
now placed on a par plane. Only 
Slight difference will be in the stage 
name section, with the Chicago flag- 
ship destined for the top names. 
Otherwise the policies will be prac- 
tically identical. Both houses are 
going in for fortnight bookings on 
the surefire ictures, of which 
‘Dallas’ is the first for the Oriental. 

‘Dead End’ passed all expectations 
and estimates at the United Artists 
last week, zooming to $29,000 for a 
truly sensational week. It is going 
along now at a smart pace. Chicago 
has brought back Eddie Duchin and 
band, such a big winner here four 
weeks ago, and tied up now with 
‘Double or Nothing’ is turning in a 
bang-up session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Good Earth’ (MG) (2d wk). On 
its third house stand in the loop for 
this one, okay at $5,000. Last week 
a pleasant $7,300. 

Chieago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Double or Nothing’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin orchestra on stage and billed 
above picture. Getting the bulk of 
the trade also at an excellent $42,000 
week. Last week, ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par) finished a fortnight 
to good $34,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Artists and Models’ (Par). Moved 
here after Chicago fortnight and 
okay take in sight with $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
had a good coin session in its third 
loop stand with $6,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-75)— 
‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) and stage show. 
Inaugurates new picture and price 
policy for the house. And with pic- 
tures like this will be a cinch win- 
ner, over $35,000 in the offing, mag- 
nificent. Picture is in for two weeks, 
Last week, the finale of the old ‘sec- 
ond-class’ policy was pet $21,000 
with ‘Wine, Women’ (WB). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and vaude. 

by Breen headlining on stage 
and accounting for the big percen- 
tage of the receipts. Unfortunately 
this lineup comes in when the in- 
fantile scare has imposed a ban on 
children under 16 at any theatre, 
but despite this ay break, house 
will do a good $20,000, Last week, 
‘Life of Party’ (RKO) turned in a 
fine $20,000 over the Labor Day 
week, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Varsity Show’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding to a profitable pace, and will 
garner sufficient shekels for a neat 


pic- 


profit again at $14,000, last week 
almost $20,000. 
tate-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 


45-55)—Flight from Glery’ (RKO) 
and vaude. House goes along making 
a steady profit, again on the right 
side of the books by plenty with 
$14,000. Last week, ‘On Again’ 
(RKO) satisfactory $13,200. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 35- 
55-65-75 )—“Dead End’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Packing ’em in from morn to night. 
Had a whirlwind session last week, 
booming into great money with 
$29,000, and is following up that 
strong gallop with an_ excellent 
$19,000. Much due to a fine publicity 
spread. 

Erlanger (1,300; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—Zola’ (WB) (3d, final wk). Closes 
roadshow this Saturday (18) to make 
room for legit show. Has had a real 
money run here and could easily 
have continued, fine $14,000 last week. 


Back In the Tree Tops 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
D. Ross Lederman will direct Sol 
Lesser’s next Tarzan picture for 
Principal Productions 
Megger formerly toiled at Colum- 
bia. 








— ~~ 


aed 7 Biers ; 
sited Pie ale Wie ieee ee 


pe ra De 

















erie ema ne 


® St. Martin's Piace, 


10 


“WARIETY'S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
Trafalgar Square 


INTERNATIONAL FILM NEWS 





Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 

















Rome, Sept. 14. 

‘Victoria the Great,’ produced by 
Herbert Wileox in London for RKO- 
Radio release, was called the finest 
film in the world competition just 
completed in Venice, and gets this 
yeor’s cup. 

Walt Disney's shorts, of which four 
were shown, get the award for short 
subjecis. 





Rome, Sept. 3. 


Of pics shown during the third 
week of the Venice International 
Film Exhibition, Sacha Guitry’s 


‘Crown Pearls’ and Robert Flaherty’s 


‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) won most 
praise. ‘Elephant Boy’ had to live 
up to exacting expectations, as 


Flaherty’s last entry at Venice, ‘Man 
of Aran,’ shown two years ago, had 
won him a prize. 

Guitry’s film describing the origin 
ard adventuresome history of the 
pearls in the British crown received 
nuch notice and acclaim for its 
stunt features: the action takes place 
in several different centuries, in sev- 
eral different countries, and in sev- 
eral different languages—English, 
French and Italian. 

Color 

Other interest of the week was a 
chance to compare two systems of 
color films. Technicolor was repre- 
sented by ‘A Star Is Born’ (UA), 
and was judged to have made note- 
worthy progress. German Berthon- 
S'emens system was exhibited in a 
short descriptive film called ‘Ger- 
many, featuring landscapes and 
peesant costumes. This system gives 
a more plastic and third-dimensional 
eTect than Technicolor, but lacks 
accuracy and brilliance. 

Other American picture shown 
duiing the week was Lloyd Bacon’s 
*Five Slaves.’ Another British pic 
was ‘Edge of the World.’ Italians 
showed ‘Signor Max,’ produced by 
Astra Film, directed by Mario Cam- 
evini, and featuring Vittorio de Sica, 
and Assia Noris. In an unpreten- 
tiots and unimportant comedy. 

Otherwise it was a week for the 
liit'e fellows: Czechoslovakia showed 
*Paitalion’; Poland, ‘Barbara Rads- 
wl’; Australia, ‘The Flving Doctor,’ 
ar’ India, ‘Sant Tukaram’” 

‘Life of Zola’ (WB), England’s 
“Victoria the Great’ (RKO) and 
France’s ‘Carnet de Bal’ are the 
three big pics still to be shown, 

Second Week 
During the second week France 








showed two excellent pix: Les Films 
farquis’ production of ‘Helene’ 
baced on a novel by Vicki Baum, 
and the Jean Renoir film ‘La Grande 
Illusion. In spite of the fact that 
the theories upheld by the latter 
film are quite unsympathetic to the 
lialion credo, Italian critics all 
praised it highly and pointed it out 
as the most representative of What 
they consider the European, as con- 
trasted to the American style. By 
this is meant the emphasis on de- 
scription rather than action. 
England showed ‘Farewell Again,’ 
an original little sketch of English 
sailors getting an unexpected leave, 
and of what they do with it, and 
*Fire Over England’ (Korda); Gau- 
mont-British’s ‘King Solomon's 





Mines,” and ‘Wings of the Morn- 
ins’ (20th). 

America—-though the maximum 
number of feature films a country 
wes allowed to submit was fixed at 
eitht—having been granted special 
permission to enter 14 films in the 
competish, has the most varied 
group of entries: The U. S. govern- 
ment’s ‘The River’; ‘Theodora Goes 
Wild’ (Col); ‘Devil's Playground’ 
(Col); ‘Winterset’ (RKO); ‘Quality 
S'reet?’ (RKO); ’Shall We Dance?’ 
(RKO): ‘High, Wide and Handsome’ 
(Par); ‘Life of Zola’ (WB); ‘Seventh 
Heoven’ (20th); ‘This Is My Affair’ 
(20th); ‘Dreaming Lipc’ (UA): ‘Gay 
D~--erado’ : (UA): “Three Smart 
Girls’ (U): ‘Top of the Town’ (U). 
Four Welt Disney animated colored 
films also. 


NOT EVEN WARS CAN 
STOP SALES DRIVES 


Tokyo, Aug. 25. 
Paramount office here, to celebrate 


the 15th anniversary of the Japa- 
ro-> office, will have a ‘Cochrane 
Dre’ in honor of Tom Cochrane, 


P-~"- Far Eastern manavcer. 


eniurse eoem™onecs pronto 
er’ «© -**nues for f-u> menths, dur- 
ire which time 15 features will be 


reicased 


British Victoria’ Wins Venice 
Prize: Disney Shorts Named, Too 





Pix in Tokyo 





Tokyo, Aug. 25. 

Twentieth-Fox seemingly doesn’t 
care how much of its coin is stymied 
here, judging from the fact that twe 
of its biggest grossers were teamed 
on this summer’. ace bill, at the Im- 
perial today (25). Sonja Henie’s 
‘One in a Million’ and ‘Lloyds of 
London’ were the two subjects cal- 
culated by the distrib to overcome 
the heat wave. Although house isn’t 
refrigerated, b.o. line indicated 
plenty of takers. 

In opposish, Toho presented RKO’s 
‘Michael Strogoff’ and ‘Another 
Dawn’ (WB) at the Nippon Gekijo, 
day and dating at the Hibiya Gekijo, 


Eiga Gekijo. Air-cooling in all Toho 
spots assisted good opening biz. 


LABOR GAINS 
IN BRITISH 
HOUSES 


London, Sept. 5. 

Correspondence at branch meet- 
ings of the Cine Exhibs’ Assn. has 
revealed another offensive by the 
National Assn. of Theatre Employes 
in its nation-wide labor drive. 
NATE  has_ inspired territorial 
Trades Councils, with which it is in 
affiliation, to submit demands to 
local CEA branches asking official 
recognition of the labor movement. 


Letters claim recognition of labor 
unions is established by all ernploy- 
ers of reputation, and urges exhibs 
to fall into line, or else. 

Similar demands have been sub- 
mitted to the CEA home office here, 
so the camnaign will have to be 
noted. Branch members are pan- 
icky at this pressure, but the asso- 
ciation execs are endeavoring to 








persuade them that acceptance of | 


the labor principle would be ex- 
pedient, even if they are not willing 
to concede the justice of organized 
labor. 

With a government inquiry into 
theatre conditions brewing for the 
fall, it looks like labor winning out. 


| 

| 

Shinjuku Eiga Gekijo and Toyoko | 
| 

t 

| 


HERE COME THE SWISS 


| Berne Geov’t Creates Cinema Com- 
mission te Study Up on Pix 








| Berne, Sept. 5. 
Swiss government has decided to 
create a cinema commission to look 

after film interests of the country. 
Commission will be composed of 
| 18 members who will regulate the 
| importation of films and direct the 
| propaganda of Swiss films intended 
| 
| 
} 
| 





for export. 





“MET IN PARIS’ TOPS 
AUSSIE BUT ‘STAR’ OF 


Sydney, Aug. 24. 





of pix back into the cans. 
is out for ‘Singing Marine’ (WB). 
|‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) also a 
non-clicker, with ‘As Good As Mar- 
ried’ (U) replacing. 


‘Man in Possession’ (Metro) comes 
off this week for ‘Captains Courage- 
o 


us’ (Metro), and the last weeks 
|sign is up for “The Good Earth’ 
(Metro). ‘Cafe Metropole’ (Fox) 





| started slowly, but built and three 
| weeks looks oke. Par’s ‘I Met Him 
|in Paris’ is the tops and set for a 
| good run, RKO's ‘Michael Strogoff’ 
getting customers mainly on 
strength of stage show, the Wein- 
| traubs, on the same bill. 

| “Wings of Morning’ (G-B) should 
| bring cash when word-mouth gets 
| around, but two other Britishers— 
‘Thunder in City’ and ‘Moonlight 
Sonata’ (UA) can’t hope for much. 


is 





Melbourne, Aug. 24. 

Infantile paralysis is killing all biz 
in this sector. Managers can only 
wait until the outbreak abates. Line- 
up is strong, but b.o. weak. List in- 
cludes, ‘Call It a Day’ (WB), ‘Gar- 
den of Allah’ (UA), ‘On The Ave- 
nue’ (Fox), ‘Met Him in Paris’ (Par), 
‘Big Fella’ (G-B), ‘Rose Marie’ 
(Metro), ‘Love From Stranger’ (UA), 
| ‘Love On Run’ (Metro). 











Randall’s London Stepper 


| 

| Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

| Carl Randall, finishing terp rou- 
| tines 

| Fancy’ 





in Universal’s ‘Young Man’s 

and ‘Merry-Go-Round of 
| 1938,” which B. G. DeSylva is pro- 
| ducing, is planning to depart for 
| London late this month to handle 


| dances for ‘A Bicycle Built for Two,’ ' 


| Alexander Korda musical. 

| Randall later will work on a series 
,of musical shorts to be done in 
| color by Rene Clair for Gaumont- 
| British release. 





Zukor in London, Discussing Idea 
To Produce Legit There, Pix Later 





London, Sept. 14. 

Adolph Zukor arrived here Sun- 
day (12), Understood that he will 
start 
with Tom Bostock, executive head of 
Associated Theatre Properties, to 
form an alliance to extensively pro- 
duce shows in England, eventually 
to be filmed by Paramount either 
here or in America. 


This is an aftermath of Para- 
mount’s purchase of ‘Balalaika,’ 
musical. Two other shows have 


been optioned here by Par, ‘Paprika, 
a sequel to ‘Balalaika,’ now being 
written by Eric Maschwitz, and 
‘Laughing Cavalier,’ 
opening at the Adelphi. 


here, it is conjectured that it will 
form an English producing company, 


but mostly coming from N, Y., with 





as one of the directors. 





It’s New to Hicks 

John W. Hicks, Jr., 
foreign chief, sails for England to- 
day (Wednesday) to join Zukor. He 
has heard nothing about any legit 
ventures, he says, and this is con- 


mount in New York, to all of whom 
it is ‘extremely unlikely’ and 


producers. 


Sam W, Morris, Warners 


foreign 


the same boat with Hicks, 





immetiately on negotiations | 


scheduled for 


If Par goes into this legit venture | 


partly financed by English capital, 


Sir Harold Wernher, head of ATP. 


Paramount's 


firmed by other members of Para- 


pos- 
sibly fathered by the wish of British} 


chief, by coincidence is crossing on 
Morris 
making his annual British trip, al- 


{ ways made at this time of the year. 
Warners is going in for some legit 
production in England, but no other 

| film company has seemed interested 

| that way. 

| If it all is something new that 

|has come up since Zukor 
| N. Y., and before he could communi- 
cate with Hicks, the latter can sup- 
posedly get some inside info from 

| Morris on the way over although 
| Morris, too, claims to know very 

{little about it, saying that: this por- 
tion of WB activities is out of his 
department. A 


f 








London, Sept. 5. 
With the opening of its latest Para- 
mount, in Birmingham, a deluxer 
| seating 3,000, Par has now i5 supers 
in England, Scotland and Ireland. 


These include three West End houses | 


| 
| and four Astorias in the suburbs. 

| Par’s house in Birmingham is the 
| first super in the center of the town. 
| where land is at a premium, and it 
| was only through the Arthur Segal 
{connections in this town that Par 
| managed to get a foothold. 





: MANCHUKUO PIC CO. 


Tokyo, Aug. 25. 

Manchukuo Motion Picture Society 
was recently incorporated in Hsink- 
ing, capitalized at $1,250,000, for the 
purpose of producing pix for both 
the Manchukuo and Japanese mar- 
kets. 

First subject, released Aug. 18, was 
a newsreel on the North China af- 


Japanese. 





|cent upheaval 











left | | 








Enforced Higher Production Costs 
Blamed for $70,000 Brit. Lion Loss 





+> 


Germany's 200 Pix 


Berlin, Sept. 5. 

Germany's pic schedule for 37-38 
shows 200 to 210 pix due, 

Out of this number 18 are hold- 
overs, belonging to 1ast year’s pro- 
gram but which, because of the re- 
in German produc- 
tion, couldn’t be completed in time. 

Tobis, which like Ufa is bringing 





: . , |} out 40 pix this season, has just com- 
Sudden biz drop is sending a bunch | pleted the list. 


From these 13 are 


‘Star Is | ready, with another seven scheduled 
| Born’ (UA) failed to get going and | 
| vember. 

Following stars are engaged exclu- 


for production before the end of No- 


sively by Tobis for the season: Willi 
Forst, Gustav Grundgens, Emil Jan- 
nings and Paula Wessley. Outstand- 
ing among the directors working in 
the Tobis fold are Jacques Feyder, 
Hans Steinhoff, Prof. Carl Froelich, 
Gustav Ucicky and Veit Harlan. 





OF PIX IN 
ITALY 


Rome, Sept. 3. 

Since new regulations provide that 
only twice as many foreign films 
may be shown as Italian films, ex- 
hibitors have been wondering wheth- 
er the Italian industry can produce 
fast enough to keep film theatres 
supplied. During the past season 
(1936-"7) the Italians produced 41 
films; so according to the regulation, 
exhibitors would have only those, 





| plus 82 foreign films—123 altogether 


—to show; whereas American pro- 
ducers alone had been sending in 
over 150 pics per annum. 

On the other hand, Italians point 
out that last season’s production was 
perforce small, because of the effect 
of sanctions, the burning of the two 
main stages at CINES, and the great 
demands upon the industry’s time 


and energy made by two iarge-scale | 


productions, ‘Condottieri’ and ‘Scipio 
the African.’ Up till that time, they 
point out, there was a steady in 
crease in the number of pics per 
annum, put out by Italian indusiry. 
Thus, in the season 1930-1 there 
were 12 films made in Italy; 1931-’2, 
13; 1932-"3, 25; 1933-°34, 30; 1934-'5, 
31; and in the year just preceding 
that, affected by sanetions etc., there 
were 47 films. 

Internal market for Italian pro- 
duced films is assured by the regu- 
lations favoring the home product. 
Besides this market, the Italian in- 
dustry has found Latvia, Lithuania, 
Esthonia, Bulgaria, Rumania, Jugo- 
slavia, Greece, Turkey, Mexico, 
Peru, Bolivia, Chile and Brazil ready 
to absorb Italian pics. Italian films 
have been shipped or are now on the 
way to all these countries. 





| Fleischer 


(Continued from page 4) 











recognized as collective bargaining 
agency for both artists and anima- 
tors. NLRB decision was based on 
the recent election in which the vote 
was 100% in favor of CADU. 
Fleischer boycotted the election. Ac- 
cording to the. Fleischer attorneys, 
the NLRB will have to enforce its 
ruling in Federal Court. 





Washington, Sept. 14. 
With less than half of the eligible 
workers voting, National Labor Re- 
lations Board ruled Saturday (11) 
that Commercial Artists and Design- 
ers Union No. 20329 must be recog- 


nized as exclusive bargaining agency | siralia about six wecel:s, afier 
for production employes of Fleisher | he will go to South Africo. 


Studios, N. Y. Decision ends pro- 


longed squabble which was climaxed | 20th biz throughout Auesic 


by sirike and picketing shortly be- 
fore Federal agency stepped in. 


|annual stockholders’ 














London, Sept. 5, 

Higher production costs brought on 
by frenzied financing o7 fiy-by-night 
film production units was blamed 
by Sam Smith for the $70,000 loss 
of British Lion, in his report at the 
meeting. An 
avalanche of these companies had 
forced prices for players, techni- 
cians, et al., to an uneconomic level, 
he claimed. 

Whole loss on the year was trace- 
able to losses on two out of the 
eignt pictures produced, and Smith 
anticipated that disappearance of 
spendthrift producers and en- 
couragement of the new Quota Act 
would be in British Lion’s favor. 
That, of course, is making no reck- 
oning of the minimum cost demand 
in the new bill, held in some circles 
as lkely to force up prices 
own. 

Also revealed was the company’s 


on 


its 


| dependence on its deal with Repub- 
| lic. 


FEAR SHORTAGE: 


American product, said Smith, 


has been of a fair level and con- 
tributed its share towards the ex- 
penses. One stockholder went even 


further, declaring the Republic line- 
up was up to the best standards of 
U. S. pictures. 

N. Y. Deposit 


The $250,000 deposit with the 
Chemical Bank, N. Y., demanded by 
Republic stuck in the throats of 


some stockholders, who complained 
it was not earning any dividend, and 
also voiced the fear that demands 
for a second similar instalment— 
when the ready money is not there— 
would be just too bad for British 
Lion. 

Other pessimistic voices asked why 
not wind up the concern, which has 
paid no divvy in its nine years of 
life, while there was a chance of 
stockholders getting something from 
the wreck, rather than waiting for 
the inevitable foreclasure by deben- 
ture holders. Smith, however, said 
it wasn’t as bad as thai; the artificial 
conditions that set the company 
back last year no longer existed, and 
returns for the first quarter of the 
year show a much brighier outlook, 

Also indicated the concern intend- 
ed to continue its policy of cooper- 
ating with other indie producers in 
production of pictures and releasing 
this product through the distributing 
side of the business. 


DEAN GOING OVER; 
HAS NEW BANKROLL? 


London, Sept. 5. 

Basil Dean is making reservations 
for New York, where he plans dis- 
cussions with Reggie Baker, cur- 
rently there, on expansions of an 
Associated Talking Pic‘s program. 
Dean has been chasing up some new 
coin, and plans for studio exiensions 
and definite productions indicate he 
may have touched fertile ground. 

George Formby, comedian and a 
domestic money spinner, is slated 
for another film immediately, and 
Edmund Gwenn has been signed 
again for two, first being ‘The Sport- 
ing Peer’ by Gene Markey, and sec- 
ond ‘Barlasch of the Guards’ by 
Seton Merriman. 

ATP has also boughi for later pro- 
duction Robert Hichen’s ‘The Bra- 
celet’; ‘Sleeveless Evrand,’  best- 
seller by Norah James and ‘Come 
Live With Me,’ by Margaret Ken- 
nedy. 

Dean is working on a siage pro- 
duction of ‘Autumn’ with Flora Rob- 
son, and sails as soon as it is safely 
launched, 


HUTCHINSON OPENING 











ZOTH BRANCH IN S. AFR. 





Sydney, Aug. 20. 


Unanimous victory was chalked up | Hoyts and Greater Union next Janu- 


by the board on the basis of 60 votes 
for the union. Fourteen other bal- 


| lots, cast by discharged workers who 
|claim they were fired for union ac-|a branch 
| tivity, were tossed out, while 55 em- 
fair and dubbed in both Chinese and ployes failed to participate 
| election. 


| company’s globe girdle. 





Walter Hutchinson, fcreign man- 

ager of 20th-Fox, wi!] siay in Au- 

whieh 

Hutchinson will take a look into 

. and will 

also huddle with Charles Munro on 

the contemplated b-eak between 
ary. 

In Capetown, Huich'ns°n will open 

or 20th, comricting the 


Only other 


in the! company to-have its own exchange 
‘ in South Africa is Metro. 
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AUSSIE MARKET 








With Aussie G-T Split Near, Talk 


Is That Suits May Ensue; Product? 





Sydney, Aug. 24. 


Insiders say that the bow-out be- 
tween Greater Union and Hoyts as 
General Theatres next January may 
not be a friendly one, and that al- 
ready the lawyers are rubbing their 
hands in anticipation of things to 
come. 

Variety questioned a leading offi- 
eial of Greater Union as to what 
would happen if film supply was 
hard to secure for chain coverage 
next year. Official replied that such 
a supply was assured, but refused 
to disclose from what source. 


(In' New York it is known that 


Hoyts has signed up practically all | 


possible American product, leaving 
none available for Greater Union.) 
To clear the air further, VARIETY 
asked whether it was possible for 
the ace State, Sydney, to be grabbed 
off by Hoyts. Official pointed out 


that 500,000 shares out of 850,000) 


were held by GU, and therefore, it 
would be quite impossible for the 
State to slip out of the grasp of the 
company. 

Next,,Norman B. Rydge was ques- 
tioned on why he had not accepted 
the co-managing directorship of 
General with Charles Munro. Rydge 
gaid, ‘At present I am a co-director 
of the company. Since the term ex- 

ireé between Greater Union and 
Hoyts next January it would hardly 
be worth-while accepting the addi- 
tional position.’ 

It is known, however, that certain 
members of Greater Union expected 
Rydge to accept the position vacated 
by Stuart F. Doyle in General until 
the actual split. They feel that, 
since General is still alive, and since 
Munro is still the chief, he could if 
he so desired, make it tough by is- 
suing orders to men, who although 
staff members of Greater Union are 
still officially connected with Gen- 
eral, such as Arthur Gillespie, Roy 
Barmby and John Evans—the newly- 
formed management committee run- 
ning Greater Union for Rydge. 


THAT ARYAN BUSINESS 
CROPS UP IN BUDAPEST 


Budapest, Sept. 3. 

Classifiers of local films into Aryan 
and non-Aryan are getting beyond 
themselves. Anti-Semitic students’ 
organization, with extereme national- 
ist daily Uj Magyarsag backing it 
up, demand that films dealing with 
patriotic subjects should not be 
directed by non-Aryans. 

As a result, a picture dealing with 
a Hungarian historical subject, now 
scheduled for production at Hunnia, 
is not to be directed by Istvan 
Szekely as originally intended, but 
by Bela Gaal. 

Egyenloseg, Jewish weekly, retorts 
by demanding that the Jewish public 
should refrain from going to see 
exclusively Aryan pictures. 

Producers and exhibitors mean- 
time are setting up a hue and cry 
against this attitude, fearing that it 
will ruin business both ways. 











Dave Martin’s New House 


Sydney, Aug. 20. 

Dave Martin, former chief of the 
Liberty, is going ahead with plans 
for an up-to-date nabe theatre at 

ng’s Cross. Finance is reported 
Okay, a site has been secured and 
building should start very soon. 

Before taking over the Liberty, 
Martin was connected with Univer- 
sal in an exec position, and while in 
tharge of the Liberty, clicked up 
record runs with ‘One Night of Love’ 
(Col) and ‘Show Boat’ (U). 


WB Italian Meet 


Rome, Sept. 3. 
Warner Bros. held its fourth Ital- 
congress in Rome last week, for 
which M. Michaud, director for 





Italian exhibitors came here. 

At the end of the meet the Warner 
Tepertoire for 1927.’8 was an- 
nounced. 


+ 








Farr Fite Pix Big in Eng. 





London, Sept. 14. 
Films of the Tommy Farr-Joe 
Louis fight, starting showing here 
on Sept. 9, have been booked so far 
into 1,500 houses in England. Figure 
constitutes a new record. Louis- 
Braddock fight pix showings to- 
talled approximately 1,000 houses. 
C. M. Woolf is the distributor of 
both. 





Tommy Farr, defeated by Joe 
Louis, is proving one of the best 
draws yet culled from the boxing 
ranks. Welshman’s popularity is ac- 
credited to a large degree to the 
erroneous impression of the radio 
broadcast of the match, when the 
announcer indicated he was winning. 

Farr. is supposed to give a boxing 
exhibition at his paid appearances 
but instead tells stories and com- 
ments on the Louis encounter. Al- 
though listed for six minutes at the 
Cleveland exposition last week he 
remained on for 16 minutes, going 
on three times each night, admission 
being 75c. 

Fighter is being booked by Babe 
Culnan, his new manager, assigned 
by Ted Broadribb, with whom Farr 
is on the outs, and Charles Yates, 
Agent has him book for one week 
at the Michigan, Detroit, starting 
Sept. 24 for $6,000. 


NEW DUTCH PROD. C0.; 
SHAW YARN TO START 


The Hague, Sept. 3. 
Just when everybody in Holland 








thought that film-production was 
dead as could be, a new pro- 
duction company was established. 


Group plans permanent production 
and will break off the system of 
haphazardly made pictures. 

Artistic leader of the company 
will be Dr. Ludwig Berger, who di- 
rected the biggest Dutch picture 
made thus far, ‘Pygmalion.’ Rudi 
Meyer, former executive producer 
of the German Aafa, will be in 
charge of production. Meyer is ne- 
gotiating with G. B. Shaw, who, it 
is claimed, has already agreed to 
give the picture rights of one of his 
plays to the new company. 

Filmex, Amsterdam, distributor of 
‘Pygmalion,’ set up the financial 
backing and will release the prod- 
uct. Not yet certain which of the 
two student plants Cinetone, Am- 
sterdam) or Filmstad (Hague), will 
be used. 

It is the intention to start in Oc- 
tober. Some of the pictures will be 
made in two versions. Dr. Berger 
will direct at least one picture a 
year. 





Russian Polar Expedition 
Travelog Okay in Paris 


Paris, Sept. 5. 

To boost trade for its cinema at 
the expo, the Russians have imported 
the travelog made on their recent 
north pole expeditions. 

Russian house is one of the few 
which charges admission and more 
than straight propaganda has been 
needed to draw. New pic, entitled 
‘Conquest of the North Pole,’ was 
directed by Troijanoski and covers 
the installation of the polar colony 
under the leadership of Prof, Otto 
Schmidt. First time that the film 
has been shown outside of Russia, 
it is scheduled for a long run. 





Upping Quota Costs 


Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 14. 
Kenneth J. Bishop, president Cen- 
tral Films Co., which produces for 





estern Europe, and a great many | 


Columbia's quota release for Great 
| Britain, has announced his studio 
will increase its costs from $60,000 
| to $75,000 if present legislation goes 
| through in England. 

Company plans to open fall pro- 
duction work shortly. 


b 





GOES SOU 








Pic BIZ DROPS 
AS GAB GOES ON 


Quota Problem Grows— 
Patriotism and Local 





Headaches Add to Wor- 
ries—Americans Blamed 
for Everything 





AND POLITICS 





Sydney, Aug. 24. 

Antipodes, once regarded as a 
sweet plum by American distribs, 
is rapidly losing its sweetness and 
turning sour to the taste of celluloid- 
sellers. 

Every time anything goes wrong 
in the industry — and right now 
there’s plenty wrong—a loud squawk 
is aired in the newspapers and goes 
into circulation among the  b.o. 
payees, and for each squawk pub- 
lished so much additional hurt is 
done the industry in general. 

Souring of distribs began with the 
quota headache and threat by gov- 
ernment to force production locally, 
plus the added political pull brought 
to bear by = localites floundering 
financially with small produation 
units to bring the Americans into 
line and help pull them out of the 
mire. So far, fortunately, govern- 
mental threats have not been carried 
out, and political pull has eased 
somewhat now it is recognized that 
the Quota Act, in its present form, 
is a total flop. Nevertheless, the 
Quota tangle has been a nuisance to 
Americans for the past two years, 
and will remain such until the gov- 
ernment decides upon a more equita- 
ble measure. 

Imperial Quota 





Another hit to the button is the 
continual threat of an Imperial 
Quota as an aid to British pix. This 
has been in the air for a long time, 
and undoubtedly some action will be 
taken if the present Federal govern- 
ment is returned to power at the 
election in October. 

Unfortunately, today, British pix 
are not strong b.o. here. This is not 
the fault of the payees, but emphati- 
cally that of the producers for not 
supplying attractions strong enough 
in marquee value. 

Three years ago an earnest en- 
deavor was made by Stuart F. Doyle, 
then head of Greater Union Theatres 
and British Extpire Films, to build 
a British chain throughout the Anti- 
podes, This scheme went floppo sim- 
ply because the pix imported were 
not favorably received by the buying 
public. Today very few British pix 
take the top spot in the acers, ma- 
jority released taking the number 
two spotting as fillers. And yet, be- 
cause of this, Americans take the 
rap for allegedly shutting out the 
Britishers. 

‘Hard’ Deals 

Forever and ever squawks go out 
about the hard biz deals forced upon 
local exhibs by American distribs. 
In some cases they are quite justi- 
fied; in others it’s the reverse. High 
taxes, rejections, plus political 
threats, force the distribs to strike 
a hard bargain to protect themselves 
against interference which might be 
brought to bear. 

In New South Wales there’s a Film 
Board of Trade comprised of distrib- 
exhib representatives. Object is to 
settle any dispute arising within the 
industry without resource to the gov- 
ernment for assistance. Yet, despite 
this, politicians are being appealed | 
to almost daily to stop something or 
other concerning Americans operat- 
ing in this State. 

Alum is replacing b.o. sugar, too, 
because, instead of attending to busi- 
ness many exhibs are running to 
political friends with squawks. And 
practically every day the public is 
wised up in newspapers as to what's 
happening. 

Exaniple 

Here’s a case in point. Hoyts, de- 
siring to extend its chain, planned 
to erect a theatre in Launceston, and 
another in Hobart, Tasmania. In this 
territory Hoyts is not represented. 








But, because 20th-Fox are stockhold- 
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Japan Now Demands Separate Permit 


For Imported Pix; 


Means Headaches 


For Yank Distribs, Who Prefer Quota 





Pix in B. A. 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 31. 

Pictures now here are: ‘This Is 
My Affair’ (20th-Fox) at the Broad- 
way; “Mysterious Crossing’ (U) and 
‘Maytime’ (MGM) (second run) at 
the Ambassador; ‘When You're in 
Love’ (Col.) at the Ideal; ‘Das Maed- 
chen Irene’ (German) at the Monu- 
mental; ‘Dreaming Lips’ (British) at 
the Suipacha; ‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th- 
Fox) at the Mogador; ‘Bobby Geht 
Los’ (German) at the Paramount; 
‘Last Train From Madrid’ (Par) and 
‘College Holiday’ (Par) at the 
Opera; ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) and 
‘Woman in Distress’ (Col) at the 
Rex. 

Due to follow in are: ‘On the 
Avenue’ (20th-Fox) at the Broad- 
way; ‘They Gave Him a Gun’ 
(MGM) at the Ambassador; ‘No 
Limit’ (British) at the Mogador; 
‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par) at the 
Suipacha; ‘New Faces of 1937 
(RKO) at the Rex; ‘Les Perles de la 
Couronne’ (French) at the Opera. 


NEW ARGENTINE PIC 








STUDIO ABOUT READY 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 31. 

Most important event in Argentine 
film production of recent months 
will be the opening of the new EFA 
studios in Buenos Aires, This is the 
production unit of Establecimientos 
Filmadores Argentinos, foundation 
which goes to the credit of A. Z. 
Wilson, general manager cf Terra 
Films, distributor of French, German 
and Argentine product; Clemente 
Lococo, owner of an important chain 
of theatres including the first-run 
houses Gran Opera and Gran Sui- 
pacha, and Julio Joly, head of the 
distributing company of the same 
name. Interests are as follows: Wil- 
son, 70%; Lococo, 15% Joly, 15%. 

EFA, which is building its own dis” 
tributing organization also, will pro- 
duce two pictures for United Artists 
release. First of them, ‘La Vuelta 
al Nido,’ will go before the cameras 
next week, starring Jose Gola. Leo- 
poldo Torres Rio directs. For its 
own release EFA will produce 10 
pictures in the 1937-38 season. First 
to start at the studio is ‘La Casa de 
Quiros,’ directed by L. J. Moglia 
Barth for Argentina Sono Film re- 
lease. 

Juan Hincke is chief of the studio 
department. 





ers in Hoyts, a huge outcry went 
out that a powerful combine intend- 
ed to break into a field already held 
by local exhibs, Political pressure 
went on, with the result that the 
government decided not to sanction 
further theatre licenses until a probe 
was made, 

However, Hoyts’ officials ap- 
proached a representative of the Tas- 
manian government and received a 
promise that nothing definite would 
be done on the situation until it 
(Hoyts) was given an opportunity of 
fully explaining the case. Denial 
was given of any intention to oust 
exhibs already there, and Hoyts of- 
fered to work with any showman 
located in the cities mentioned if new 
theatre erection was denied, 

Exhibs, major and minor, are fight- 
ing within their own four walls erec- 
tion rights, admission charges, free 
gifts, territory grabs, triple bills, 
political pull, and pic supply. 

In the meantime, the pic biz is 
gradually slipping away and only 
the very big attractions pull the 
payees to the b.o. on long runs, Un- 
less both distribs and exhibs get 
back to the old days of honest-to- 
goodness showmanship, the pic game 
will continue to slip in the Anti- 
podes, There’s room for everybody 
to live. Just meeds a stoppage of 
mouth-shooters running to the politi- 
cians with every little bellyache., 


Tokyo, Aug. 25. 

First definite info released by the 
Ministry of Finance regarding regu- 
lations to be enforced on foreign pix 
importations, has just been released 
to all distribs of foreign product 
here. While the Finance office con- 
siders the info as definite and de- 


tailed, the distribs affected think 
otherwise, 

Information passed out is to the 
effect that, in the future, import per- 
mits must be secured on each sub- 
ject before any film can be brought 


into the country. At the time of 
making the application, the estimate 
of possible grossing power of any 
subject must be made. With this as 
a basis, and taking into consideration 


other factors, such as the number of 
subjects already given clearance to 
the applicant, amount of coin in cold 
storage, etc., the Ministry will de- 
cide whether a permit to import will 
be issued. 

Nothing whatever is said about the 
release of coin already tied up, or 
how much coin earned by new im- 
portations will be licensed for re- 
mittance to home offices. 

Prospects 

From the way things are being 
handled, it looks like the govern- 
ment, in the future, intends to per- 
mit remittances of a larger part of 
coin earned by each subject, but will 
hold down total remittances by re- 
fusing import permits for a majority 
of subjects. 

This won't be so bad if the Finance 





Ministry uses discretion in its re- 
fusals, but foreign distribs feel that 
the officials may clamp down on 
most of the big grossers, in their de- 
sire to prevent large accumulations 
of coin in the hands of foreign cos. 
Distribs also feel that this would 
help certain European product, dis- 
tributed here by Jap cos, because 
such pix are notoriously poor 
grossers. Actually, the government 
would just as soon see more pix with 
a light draught at the b.o, thus dis- 
couraging spending by the mobs in 
that direction and leaving more 
money for the rising cost of living 
and to meet the inevitably rising 
taxes. 

Individual permit system, instead 
of an outright quota, is expected to 
produce headaches in many other di- 
rections, mainly because distribs will 
be unable to make any plans for the 
immediate future. Advance promo- 
tion and exploitation will be a thing 
of the past, for no manager will be 
willing to spend any coin in that di- 
rection, with the possibility that the 
subject can’t be brought in. 

U. S. View 

F. A. Kennedy, chairman of the 
American Motion Picture Ass'n here 
and mgr. of Japan for RKO, says 
that meetings of the ass’n are being 
held to formulate a definite policy 
in presenting the distribs’ angle to 
the Finance Ministry, but that there 
is little that can be done to change 
the situation. Exchange control law, 
under which the ministry makes its 
rulings, is very liberally worded and 
practically gives carte blanche to the 
ministry. . 

Another headache which is taking 
definite shape here is the possibility 
of taxes or duties being levied on 
shipments of films between Japan 
and Manchukuo. At present these 
movements are made without pay- 
ment of any duties. However, if the 
Manchukuo government takes over 
all distribution of foreign films, as 
recently announced, the contemplated 
tax probably will go by the boards, 

Several prominent Jap exhibs have 





privately expressed themselves as 
opposed to the proposed method of 
handling importation of foreign films. 
Most of the exhibs would prefer an 
jactual quota system, which would ase 
|sure sufficient good product to keep 


going on a profitable basis. 
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12 VARIETY i Wednesday, September ] 5, 1937 


THE APPLAUSE 
AT THE PICTURE'S 
FADEOUT 
SHOOK 
THE WALLS 
OF THE THEATRE ” 


... That’s what Motion Picture 
Daily said about the preview 
of RKO RADIO’S all-time great- 
est attraction...’“STAGE DOOR” 
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ANGEL 


paramount release of Ernest Lubitsch 
roduction. Stars Marlene Dietrich, fea- 
vires Herbert Marshall, Melvyn Douglas, 
Bg. E. Horton, Herbert Mundin, Ernest 
Cossart, Laura Hope Crews. Directed by 
Ernst Lubitsch. From play by Melchior 
Lengyel; adaptation, Samson Raphaelson, 
Guy ‘Bolton and Russell Medcraft; camera, 


Charles Lang; song, Leo Robin and Fred- 
erick Hollander. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Sept. 2, ’37. Running time, 
ns, 
sraria Barker. ...ccccccces Marlene Dietrich 
Sir Frederick Barker..... Herbert Marshall 
Anthony Halton...........Melvyn Dougias 
Graham....++seees Edward Everett Horton 
CreeNWOOd. 2... cee seeereeees Herbert Mundin 
Walten....-cssecereceveeces Ernest Cossart 
Grand Duchess.......++. Laura Hope Crews 





‘Angel’ is a rich Hollywood dish 
that copies foreign recipes. It is 
Ernst Lubitsch, with Continental de- 
light, tackling a plot to his liking in 
a far more serious manner than is 
his custom, but underneath the ap- 
proach he makes to a problem piece 
there is to be found the faint per- 
fume of Lubitsch drawing room (and 
bedroom) subtlety which has served 
him so well for many years. The 
new Marlene Dietrich production is 
sophisticated, smart and provocative, 
perhaps too much so. Out in the 
sticks they may find it a little diffi- 
cult to follow the reasoning that 
underlies Lubitsch’s direction, but 
it’s a good picture and in the keys, 
especially for the carriage trade, it 
can’t miss. 

‘Angel’ is a drama more than it is 
comedy, laugh lines being restricted 
almost to servants, who include Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, Ernest Cossart 
and Herbert Mundin. They are in- 
tensely interesting service characters 
from whom much more footage 
could well have been accepted. Of 
the trio, Cossart gets the biggest 
chance to make good. He is a par- 
ticularly engaging butler in the 
swank household of a British diplo- 
mat. Horton and Mundin are like- 
wise ingratiating comedy characters, 
but they aren’t worked much. 

Lubitsch has used a comparative- 
ly small cast, doing his picture with- 
in the limitations of the stage and 
keeping the action almost entirely to 
three people, Miss Dietrich, Herbert 
Marshall and Melvyn Douglas. Be- 
cause of his decision to stay with his 
threesome the majority of the way, 
keying up the action to a dramatic 
pitch and arousing tension, portions 
of the picture are a little slow. The 
first half shows less locomotion than 
the last, but interest is maintained 
all the way, aided greatly by the 
servants and. an added touch for the 
sophisticates elsewhere, including in 
the high-class haven of this or that, 
operated by Laura Hope Crews in 
Paris. 

The story seriously portrays a 
girl of the old world who loves her 
husband and home, yet must graze 
around in strange pastures but, 
when caught on other fields, stoically 
renounces the delights she found 
there. Authors seek to accentuate 
that a woman can love two men at 
the same time. It also sets out to 
prove that a husband is willing to 
recognize this on evidence and take 
chances on the consequences. This 
is the surprise of the scenario, Miss 
Dietrich walking off with her hus- 
band after all three are faced with 
the facts in the questionable confines 


‘of Miss Crews’ joy establishment in 


Paris. By deft strokes Lubitsch sug- 
a what the establishment is, what 
appens there and what has hap- 
pened between Miss Dietrich, the 
diplomat’s wife, and Melvyn Doug- 
lass, who she meets there, but yet 
stay within bounds. 

Miss Dietrich is glamour in dou- 
ble dress. This time she is wearing 
eyelashes you could hang your hat 
on and every now and then the star 
flicks "em as though a dust storm 
was getting in her way. Her gowns 
and the rich background provided 
by Lubitsch, sets of the English dip- 
lomat’s home being impressive, add 
to the luxuriousness of the atmos- 
phere. . Marshall is excellent as the 
duped husband. The usual, smooth 
pertecmanee is obtained from Doug- 
as but, as the luckless, persistent 
lover who wants io take Miss Diet- 
rich from her hubby at any cost, he 
Is not a particularly sympathetic 
character. Nor is Miss Dietrich for 
that matter, all sympathy going to 
Marshall. 

,,Picture has a theme song called 
Angel’ which is used instrumentally 
only, An unbilled violinist who im- 
presses as a good screen type plays 
it at an early stage in the action, 
Douglas later doing it at a piano. 
Number is by Leo Robin and Fred- 
erick Hollander. 
‘Angel’ will 


be a d oney- 
maker. . _ Char» 


LOVE IS ON THE AIR 


Warner release of F 


ti irst National produc- 
ton. 


vi Features Ronald Reagan, June Tra- 
ary Fddie Acuff, Ben Welden, Robert Bar- 
a, Directed by Nick Grinde, Screenplay, 
sah Grant, from story by Roy Chansler. 
reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y.. Sept. 


10, "37. Running time, 61 mins 
at, McLeod 1eeheyena ekis Ronald Reagan 
} D Glover Seed eed occcccees Eddie Acuff 
Wee Harrington......,.......Robert Barrat 
StOM.... 6... .sceeeeee Raymond Hatton 
os gue: SUE RTT ee Willard Parker 
a PUGS 6.6 64000 650 eb0- 604 Spec O'Donnell 
— INST ree cas svosendaces Tommy Bupp 
1. BPRS Voie Cae wd SE ad cee ke OER Jack Mower 
"Ni Hopkins. FANE cneen vans wad eee Tune Travis 
Bae? g NeTRGHORN..... 0s ec cosee en Welden 
Rin + Nichols... rere Addison Richards 
Eddi . = ses a er ae » Dickie Jones 
yh 


Mr. R .... Herbert Rawlinson 
Mire ig ee Harry Hayden 
Set WOME. ce shu sabe da.schade se Mary Hart 





Very economically made little 
Meller will dive right into the duals 





| 
| 
} 





upon release. Will be used as a 
supporter on a bill, and should en- 
tertain ‘em fairishly. Certainly not 
for the fastidious, the nabe patrons 
who don’t seek too much credibility 
and who don’t mind an overdone 
plot formula wil! like the pic’s rapid- 
Eoeeene pace and pleasant charac- 
ers. 

In the lead, Ronald Reagan, whom 
Warners is trying to build up into a 
juve lead, is a spot-newscaster on a 
radio station. If he exceeds in au- 
thority _and importance that role 
played in radio actually, the public 
probably won’t notice. But they are 
bound to notice that the plot is the 
one about the newspaperman who, 
against advice and even threats from 
higherups, does his community the 
good turn of dragging into the open 
the connections between racketeer- 
ing gangsters and the businessmen 
and political job-holders who pro- 
tect the lawless and share the booty. 

Instead of being Andy McLeod, 
the crack and sometimes crack- 
brained reporter, Reagan is McLeod 
the mikeman. When he gets digging 
too deep into criminal activities of 
the town and spilling it over the 
ozone. thé station manager (Barrat) 
gets the pressure from the newscas- 
ter’s sponsor, department _ store 
owner (Richards), and consequently 
the chap is shifted over to handle 
the Kiddie Klub. 


While dealing with the tots, the | 





demon truthdigger proves his case | 


and his erstwhile sponsor is linked 
up with the criminals. 

In the femme lead, June Travis 
has little to do as the lass the mike- 


man_replaced on the kids’ show. Her | 


scenes mostly are confined to banter 


with.the lad she clinches with in the | 


fadeout. Poor humor  devastates 


whatever effectiveness the light mo- | 


ments might have lent the film. 

Ben Welden is o. k. as the chief 
mobster; the vet Raymond Hatton 
does very well as a businessman 
aligned with the racketeers. Reagan, 
before the camera almost all the 
way, gives rather an in-and-out per- 
formance. 
physical action. 
sidekick. Tommy Bupp has an ap- 
peal as a realistic kid reared in the 
tenderloin. 

Direction pars the production and 
story. ‘Love Is on the Air’ title may 
prove unfortunate in some_ spots 


where patrons might construe it as | 


being a musical’s label. Bert. 


STAGE DOOR 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
RKO-Radio release of Pandro §. 
production, Stars Katharine 
Ginger Rogers, Adolphe Menjou; 
Gail Patrick, Constance Collier, Andrea 
Leeds, Samuel S. Hinds, Lucille Ball. Di- 
rected by Gregory La Cava, From play by 
Edna Ferber and George 8. Kaufman; 
screenplay by Morrie Ryskind and Anthony 
Veiller; camera, Robert de Grasse; musical 
director, Roy Webb; film editor, William 
Hamilton; asst. director, James Anderson, 
Previewed at Pantages theatre, Sept. 7, 
’37. Kunning time, 83 mins. 
Terry Randall Katharine 


Berman 
Hepburn, 
features 


Hepburn 


Tobe Marwan 16. csscises Ginger Rogers 
Anthony Powell ...cccsees Adolphe Menjou 
Linda Shaw ....ccece @ececece Gail Patrick 
Catherine Iuther ..,.... Constance Collier 
Kaye Hami'ton ..... @ccccecs Andrea Leeds 
Henry Sims ........ eeeess Samuel S. Hinds 
Judith Canfield ...cceeeeeeues Lucille Ball 
Harcourt .....ccecvcce . Franklin Pangborn 
| Pr rrerrer 7 ereTery Te . William Corson 
Richard Carmichael ...... . Pierre Watkin 
BURCH 2 ccccccsecccwcsecocses Grady Sutton 
Stage Director ....ccccceee Frank Reicher 
Flatti9n .ccccccccccccscccve Phyllis Kennedy 


IiSve Arden 
Ann Miller 





PGES cévcccscceccciscesace . MUO Bae 
BON ces sccedecccvesecess Jean Rouverol 
Mire. Orcutt ..ccoccsceces Elizabeth Dunne 
Olga Brent .....cccsccceses Norma Drury 
Ann Braddock ....... seems Jane Rhodes 
UM. o ci vscvccecececss . Peggy O'Donnell 
Madeline ......cccesses Harriett Brandon 


{ Katherine Alexander 
|} Ralph Forbes 

Cast of Stage Play | Mary Forbes. 
| Huntley Gordon 





It isn’t ‘Stage Door,’ as written by 
Edna Ferber and George S. Kauf- 
man, but that is not likely to bother 
the film public that never saw the 
play. Instead, it is a hall bedroom 
view of aspiring young actresses who 
live in a New York theatrical board- 
ing house and vent their bitterness 
against the economic uncertainties of 
legit employment in sharp and cut- 
ting repartee. It is funny in spots, 
emotionally effective occasionally, 
and generally brisk and entertaining. 
With Katharine Hepburn, Ginger 
Rogers and Adolphe Menjou starred, 
there is plenty of advertising pull 
for the marquee displays. It will do 
business. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Angel’ (Par), Lubitsch pro- 
duction starring Marlene Die- 
trich that’s a good money pic- 
ture though not best this star 
has done. 

‘Love Is on the Air’ (WB). 
Unexciting meller with once- 
over-light comedy about a radio 
spot-news broadcaster. Of lesser 
dual calibre. 

‘Stage Door’ (RKO). Holly- 
wood’s version of Edna Ferber 
and George S. Kaufman’s play 
is different but it’s all right on 
the screen with Hepburn, 
Rogers and Menjou starred. 

‘Music for Madame’ (RKO). 
Melodrama with music against 
the Hollywood background, 
starring Nino Martini, who 
hasn’t yet arrived as a big time 
film star. 

‘Big City’ (MG). Luise Rainer, 
Spencer Tracy and prominent 
figures from the sporting world 
in a melodrama directed by 
Frank Borzage which ought to 
be good—and isn’t. 





‘Public Wedding’ (WB). 
Hodgepodge comedy about 


carny grifters that will have a 
tough job holding its face in 
dual company; nothing for the 
marquee. 

‘This Way, Please’ (Par). 
Mild musical of backstage go- 
ings-on in a big film theatre, 
featuring Buddy Rogers, Betty 
Grable and Ned Sparks. Lesser 
dualler. 











They’re a high strung, noisy bevy of 
showgirls, night club dancers and 
embryo dramatic timber. Dialog is 


He’s best when in fast! caustic as they comment on each 
Eddie Acuff is | 


standard as the announce1’s sleepy | business, 


other and the passing world of show 
Miss Rogers has the last 


| word in most of the wise-cracking 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| friendly 








exchanges. She does a floor specialty 
in a night club which gives her an 
introduction to Adolphe Menjou, a 
hardboiled theatrical producer and 
femme despoiler. Seems that one of 
the other girls, Gail Patrick. is 
with Menjou, and Miss 
Rogers proceeds to cut in. 

Meanwhile Miss Hepburn, stage- 
struck daughter of a wealthy west- 
erner, becomes Ginger’s roommate 
at the boarding house. Former’s 
father, in the hope he can discourage 
her theatrical career, anonymously 
finances a Menjou dramatic produc- 
tion, with Hepburn in the lead. One 
good failure, Dad believes, and she 
will be willing to come back home 
to three square meals and those 
Saturday night dances at the country 
club. They never do. She has the 
part on which Miss Leeds has set 
her heart. On the. play’s first night, 
Miss Leeds takes her life, and Hep- 
burn, hysterical from shock, gives a 
great performance. It’s a little far- 
fetched, but theatrically effective. 
Hepburn’s curtain speech in which 
she eulogizes her dead friend, a 
stranger to the audience, is a tear- 
jerker. 

Miss Rogers has more to do than 
Miss Hepburn, but her part is less 
clearly defined. As a sharpshooter 
with the snappy reply she scores 
heavily. Also she does a tipsy scene 
in Menjou’s penthouse which is very 
amusing. Her dancing is limited to 
a short floor number. She clearly 
demonstrates her ability to handle 
comedy with the same agili she 
handles her feet. In a slick role she 
is surefire. 

La Cava’s direction of the board- 
ing house scenes is hurried, and the 
dialog spoken too fast for clarity. 
Sound recording of the first half of 
the film at the preview showing was 
not good. Probably rectified in the 
release prints. Last half of the pic- 
ture went off smoothly. 

Among supporting players, Con- 
stance Collier, as an oldtime star, 
now a coach, does a good piece. Gail 
Patrick and Lucille Ball give good 
characterizations and are assets from 
the good looks angle. Film has a 
larre cast. mostly scenic. 

‘Stage Door’ is good screen fare. 
With the material and the names it 
might have been better. Flin. 





Gregory La Cava is the director, | MUSIC FOR MADAME 


his first film since ‘My Man Godfrey, 
and something of a letdown from his 
previous success. Whether it 


was | 


La Cava or Pandro S. Berman, the | 


producer, who decided to throw 
away the play and write a new script 


on the old idea that there is a broken | 
heart for every light on Broadway, | 


is beside the point. 


That is what | 


Morrie Ryskind and Anthony Veiller | 


have done. 


good acting by the three stars andj 7, 


several of the featured players. 


It’s a spotty job which | 
has been smoothed over by some) .., 


Story revolves around one of the | 
minor characters, a talented young | 
actress of promise who, unable to} 
withstand the pressure of constant | 


casting disappointment, commits sui- 
cide in the boarding house. Part is 


played for all it’s worth by Andrea | 


Leeds. Fine imagination is used in a) 


scene showing her ascent of a stair- 


way, a vision of demented despair, | 
her ears ringing with phantom ap- | 
plause. Her performance is one cus- | 


tomers will talk about. 


Opening shows the inhabitants of | 


a rooming house 


in the West 40’s.| make the grade as a film star. 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
RKO-Radio release of Jesse L. Lasky 
production, Stars Nino Martini. Directed 
by John Hlystone. Story by Robert Harari; 


screenplay, Gertrude Purcell and Kobert 
Harari: songs, Rudolf Friml, Gus Kahn, 
Herbert Magidson, Allie Wrubel, Nathaniel 
Shilkret and Edward Cherkoso; musical 
director, Shilkret; camera, Joseph H. 
August; effects, Vernon L. Walker; film 
editor, Desmond Marquette. Previewed at 
Weetwood theatre, West L. A., Sept. 9, 
37 Running time, 77 mins. 

PUD. ca bos 5040 06000254000842 Nino Martini 
Jean. seeeen eeeee- JOan Fontaino 
Lodowsky...ccccccccsccsesss-Alan Mowbray 
BAPOED, . s cc cvcccceceseseseces Billy Gilbert 
ge. ... WPT TrTTTrT tri ire. Alon Hale 
POEM cc cece cesseoeseeses Grant Mitchell 
BEMSMCCLL. .cccccccsssesessvess Erik Rhodes 
MOTD vccesecceccecseceadésesses Lee Patrick 
PURPOING . cscccceeceverccsevevs Frank Conroy 
DNS 60 000s edvceseensesens Bradley Page 
_, _ PPP PCTTrirTirririt rie. Ada Leonard 
i) es Pee er es ree ee eee Alan Bruce 
EUG SPUSVOE . ccc dioccereives Romo Vincent 
Blonde. .......e0eeceeeeeesss barbara Pepper 
GROOEWIR. oc tsvéssateces Edward H. Robbins 
Plarret.....cccccccccesccecce. Soeorge Shelley 
RO. BTCC . coc cv ccccidcetvent Jack Carson 


Seems that Nino Martini just can't 
He 


has a voice that ranks with the top- 
notchers. It records beautifully. He 
has a personable and attractive way 
about him which creates sympathy 
in what he is doing. But Nino can't 
act. And his English is difficult to 
understand. ‘Music for Madame’ is 
his third picture, all of them made 
by Jesse Lasky, who has more 
faith in Martini’s screen career than 
the boxoffice justifies. Not the first 
time that Lasky, in his long experi- 
ence as a producer, has persisted in 
a conviction, despite discourage- 
ment. Usually he has proved him- 
self correct, and many players after 
early setbacks have come through as 
a result of his enthusiasm for their 
talent, 

Story is a melodrama, with a Hol- 
lywood background, which: is not 
very deftly developed. Martini is a 
young Italian tenor who has come to 
the film capital for a chance in the 


studios. He falls in with a band of 
thieves, who use him as a front 
man. While Nino, in costume is 


singing ‘Rida Pagliacci’ (not very 
appropriate for the occasion) at a 
wedding reception, the crooks lift a 
pearl necklace from the bride’s gifts. 
Then he is kidnapped from the scene 
and his life threatened if he squeals. 
He escapes and tries to give himself 
up to the police, who refuse to be- 
lieve his story or that he is the 
golden piped tenor for whom they 
are searching, as the accomplice to 
the crime. A symphony conductor 
recognizes his voice and puts him on 
as soloist in the Hollywood Bowl. 
It’s all very much involved but in 
the end Nino gets his contract. 

The Bow! scenes are excellent and 
should be interesting to audiences 
everywhere. Coming at the end of 
of the picture they height®n the in- 
terest and give it a novelty finish. 

The Hollywood studio background 
has been done frequently of late. 
In this one, the picture people and 
their ways are satirized, which is all 
right in the hands of such experi- 
enced gave as Alan Mowbray, 
Billy ilbert, Alan Hale, Grant 
Mitchell, Erik Rhodes and Lee Pat- 
rick. Pace and viewpoint which 
John Blystone, the director, has 
created, are too fast and light for 
Martini to handle as an actor. He 
tries, but is not convincing. 

Film also introduces a newcomer, 
Joan Fontaine, as leading woman. 
She has looks and youth and gets by 
with what is given her to do. 

There are two song numbers by 
Rudolf Friml, with Gus Kahn lyrics 
which are quite good. ‘I want the 
World to Know’ is a ballad that will 
have some etherizing. Another num- 
ber, ‘King of the Road, by Na- 
thaniel Shildkret and Edward Cher- 
koso, is a production piece sung by 
Romo Vincent, with auto horn ac- 
companiment. A bit too long. 

Settings, photography and all the 
production features are high stand- 
ard. Flin, 


A Dangerous Adventure 


Columbia production and release, Features 
Don Terry, Rosalind Keith, Nana Bryant, 


John Gallaudet, Russell Hicks, Directed 
by D. Ross Lederman, Screenplay, John 
Rathmell and Owen Francis; story, Owen 


Francis; camera, Benjamin Kline; 
Gene Havlick. At Varsity, 


editor, 
Lincoln, dual, 






Running time, 58 mins, 

Bi, DOWIE h56 abo 6c nkeseckases Don Terry 
EANGG, GOI. cccccceccsaveour Rosalind Keith 
MGTIO... ccc ccccteccccccoscss scene BYPORs 
PEMGIGY 5 vic cs sdateses Siieene John Gallaudet 
DOPAN...ccccvcsse Sn ceecese Frank ©. Wilson 
Calkins eecccccceces- Mare Lawrence 
Allen..... Cee ooereeevecsabere Russell Hicks 
Dutch. ..ees etwandpeossacses Joseph Sawyer 





Open-collared roughneck stuff, a 
continuation of the iron-muscle ma- 
terial handed Don Terry, the Colum- 
bia bone-breaker. So far he’s been 
up to his eyes in taxi warfare or steel 
troubles, long on knuckle ability, and 
has taken Rosalind Keith temporar- 
ily, at least, out of the teaming with 
Charles Quigley in the lighter Cohn 
product in the action field. 


‘Dangerous Adventure’ is merely 
title. Most of the material shown is 
all in a day’s work in the steel in- 
dustry, and possibly very light and 
frothy considering what has hap- 
pened in steel country thus far this 
year in labor yammerings. Film’s 
unusual quality is that a know-noth- 
ing heiress hitherto bothered only by 
cocktails and first nights, should 
want to turn office slave and run a 
steel mill. 

Terry is a mean actor—pushes the 
ladies about unmercifully and, put- 
ting on a 50c glower, he can mouth 
more subtle profanity without ac- 
tually splitting out the words than 
most of the hairy chesters. Lad is 
liable to catch on with the action 
patrons and go after a share of the 
spotlight which has been Jack Holt’s 
almost exclusive field. Has the ad- 
vantage of Holt. being young enough 
to convincingly take romantic roles. 
Terry made a couple of pictures jn 
the silent days, and then went to the 
stage where he had remained up to 
this year. 

Other hinge in the story is Rosa- 
lind Keith, whose father, founder of 
a great steel mill now almost a 
wreck from lack of needed re- 
pairs, dies and leaves it to her. Rus- 
sell Hicks and John Gallaudet, con- 
spirators to run the mill down and 
deliver it to the competition, take 
over the job of hoodwinking the gal, 
which almost succeeds. Nana Bryant 
works outside the story—worries 
about warm baths. Broadway, teas 
and her solitaire. She's cast as Miss 
Keith’s aunt. 

Film has in its favor a fast pace, 
with no pauses or letdowns. Al- 
though no draw at the b.o. and a 
cinch to go in dual features in al- 








most every case, it'll surprise with 
its entertainment value for action 
| followers. Barn. 


——8 


BIG CITY 


Hollywood, Sept. 10. 
Metro release of Norman. Krasna produce 
tion. Stars Luise Rainer and Spencer 
Tracy. Directed by Frank Borzage. Story 
by Norman Krasna; screenplay by Dore 
Schary and Hugo Butler; musical score by 
Dr. William Axt; camera, Joseph Ruttene 


berg; film editor, Fredrick Y. Smith; asst. 


director, Lew HBorzage. Previewed at Upe 
town theatre. Running time, 75 mins. 

Anna Benton...... Bie eet va Luise Rainer 
Joe Benton.......ee.s85+....Spencer Tracy 
ie PERVOP: 6 és ibe Rearees Charley Grapewin 
nee. IOAN. 0c sens ccs uenees Janet Beecher 
Bee MR WONOS, 6 i's ocak Sewtns Eddie Quillan 
eS RR Sa Seay Vietor Varcont 
BO ge ee Oscar O'Shea 
RiGee CUI a Pio es 6 bc h00e Rea Helen Troy 
ONGN s e's 6 6 ebb so Ca bees William Demarest 
ES ARR Ser eee John Arledge 
Men, MROOINO. . «Soule baB 4’ 6% <0 Irving Bacon 
eee Sear ae Guinn Williams 
Fred Hawking,..........+. .. Regis Toomey 
.. 2. Ser eae Edgar Dearing 
District Att'y Gilbert.........Paul Harvey 
Inspector Matthews. . Tombes 


.» Andrew J. 


Grandpa Sloane...............Clem Bevans 


Ee UM wvctiakssceaes cchian Grace Ford 
FORE DOP icc i oka veer ...- Alice White 
Also Jack Dempsey, James J. Jeffries, 
Jimmy McLarnin, Maxie Rosenbloom, Jim 
Thorpe, Frank Wykoff, Jackie Fields, Man 
Mountain Dean, Gus Sonnenberg, George 
Godfrey, Joe Rivers, Cotton Warburton, 
Bull Montana, Snowy Baker and Taski 
Haglo, 





‘Big City’ is a big mistake. Lacking 
a sound story premise, it is a series 
of overplayed, underdeveloped situ- 
ations. Off on the wrong foot, it 
never catches its balance, and finally 
it winds up a disappointment in view 
of the fine cast. 

Enlisting such topnotch services as 
Luise Rainer and Spencer Tracy as 
stars, Frank Borzage as director, and 
Norman Krasna, as author-producer, 
the letdown is greater because of 
the superlative talent wasted on 
trivialities. In addition to this 
group, each of whom has won dis- 
tinguished recognition in past films, 
there has been assembled a fine cast, 
and some supplementary support 
from the sporting world, including 
Jack Dempsey, James J. Jeffries, 
Jimmy McLarnin, Maxie Rosen- 
bloom, Jim Thorpe, Man Mountain 
Dean, Gus Sonnenberg, George God- 
frey and others, Even this extensive 
display of brawn and bone fails to 
hold up the film but may be of some 
ma at the b.o. 

arn concerns two warring fac- 
tions of taxicab owners who fight 
out their differences on the streets 
of New York. Boys push each other 
around something scandalous, smash 
up cars and complexions. Partici- 
pants look exactly like those snap- 
shots of drivers on the license cards 
in Manhattan cabs. Rioting gets out 
of hand, and the labor agitators 
who started it all, now fearing dis- 
missal, frame a garage bombing as 
an excuse to keep their muscle ens 
busy. 

Tracy drives an independent taxi. 
Miss Rainer is his wife, a Russian 
immigrant, who soon is to have a 
child. Garage bombing is pinned on 
her, but neither the district attor- 








ney nor the chief of detectives be- 
lieves the girl did the trick. Tracy 
hides her from the police in the 
tenement homes of friends. Seems 
she never was naturalized, and the 
d.a. agrees to drop the bombing 
charge if she consents to be deport- 
ed. She does. When the frameup is 
exposed Tracy bursts into Jack 
Dempsey’s restaurant and persuades 
the mayor, who is presiding at a 
sports’ dinner, to hustle to the boat 
and rescue his wife before the steam- 
ship leaves. All the guests join the 
chase, which opposing taxi drivers 
try to disrupt. Then comes the cli- 
max—a fist fight brannigan on the 
pier between the erstwhile Dempsey 
diners and the strong-arm laborites. 
In the midst of the rioting Miss 
Rainer, by this time safely secluded 
in an emergency ambulance parked 
on the pier, has her confinement. 
The sequence is hoke but it possesses 
novelty, if nothing else. 

Borzage struggles with the trashy 
material and never succeeds in mak- 
ing the film register a truthful scene 
or an honest human emotion. Miss 
Rainer, the expectant mother, suf- 
fers something awful. Tracy does 
his best to give realism to a vague 
character. Of the cast only Charles 
Grapewin, as the mayor, seems to 
retain his acti poise. 

Personages from the _ sporting 
pages were iimited to brief footage 
in the pier melee. 

Production is on a scale which 
would merit an important film. Pre- 
fumably, studio put on no limi- 
tations. Flin. 


MAYERLING 


(FRENCH MADE) 

Pax Film release of Nero Film produce 
tion. Stars Charles Boyer. Features Dane 
ielle Darrieux. Directed by Anatole Litvak. 
Sereen play, Joseph Kessel and J. V. Cube 
from novel, ‘Idyl's End,’ by Claude Anet; 
music, Arthur Honneger; camera, Thirard, 


At Filmarte, N. Y., Sept. 13, ‘37. Running 
time 90 mins. 

Archduke Rudolph........... Charles Boyer 
Baroness Marie Vetsera..Danielle Darrieux 
Countess Larisch............+...Suzy Prim 
Emperor Franz Joseph............ Jean Dax 
Empress Fligabeth..... «+-Gabrielle Dorziat 
© ramt TAslOs o<.cvcesercaeedsstvsss Debucourt 
Baroness Helene............Marthe Regnier 
Chief of Petice..scicccce Viadimir Sokoloff 
Pe eres eee eee Andre Dubose 





(In French, With English Titles) 

If this is not the best picture yet 
turned out in France, it is mighty 
close to that distinction. Produced 
expertly, with a name cast and with 
more b.o. lure than foreign language 
films usually have in this country be- 
cause of the people connected with it, 
‘Mayerling’ should do extra well on 
the foreign language circuits and 
bring in a certain amount of busi- 





(Continued on page 15) 
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MAYERLING 


(Continued from page 13) pe 

from the regular American film 
thannels. The only thing which hurts 
is the title, which is likely to be 
meaningless to average American 
trade. 

Interesting to note that the star 
and featured player are both in 
America now, Boyer being estab- 
lished b.o. and Miss Darrieux having 
‘ust arrived for Universal. She ought, 
incidentally, to be. very big on this 
side if getting any kind of a break. 
She distinctly has the stuff. And the 
director, Litvak, too, is already well 
established in- Hollywood, ‘Mayer- 
ling’ having been his final picture 
abroad. 

Claude Anent, who wrote the orig- 
inal novel, is a name in European 
literature. His adapters, Joseph Kes- 
sel and J. V. Cube, have done an 
extra good job, filling the film with 
exceedingly beautiful dialog. This, 
obviously, is lost to non-French audi- 
The English subtitles cannot 


ences. 
take care of it, with no blame at- 
taching to the writer of them for 
that. 


Yarn is, of course, historical. How 
true it is does not matter, but it is 
an entrancing romantic yarn. Arch- 
duke Rudolph is in a tough spot be- 
cause of the encumbrances of life 
as Jaid down by the autocratic rules 
of the Emperor Franz Joseph. He is 
in love with Marie Vetsera, but can’t 
have her. It is real love, the two 
realizing the dangers and intricacies 
thereof, but they can’t help it. They 
try every way they know to escape 
their fate, but can’t. And so, finally, 
they form a death pact and, in each 
other’s arms, commit suicide. 

Most of this is historically true; 
and there must still be some around 
who recall that tragic finale of 1889, 
or who have heard about it. And 
yet, to the average filmgoer of today 
the title ‘Mayerling.’ meaning the 
place where the death pact was ef- 
fected, will be meaningless. Where- 
fore the title should have been 
changed, at least in America, to give 
some notion of the tense dramatic 
or romantic content of the film, 
rather than seeming a stark historical 
or costume piece. The emotion and 
romance count here, quite distinctly. 

Artistically there are no flaws in 
the picture. Litvak did an A-1 piece 
of direction and the two leads are 
expertly handled. There is an excel- 
lent supporting cast, headed by Vlad- 
imir Sokoloff and Suzy Prim. Arthur 
Honneger supplied the film with an 
excellent thematic score, also, which 
is distinctly outstanding and the 
camera work is good. Distributors 
of this film in America, a new con- 
cern, is reported to have paid what 
is a new high for distribution rights 
of foreign language films in the US. 
Whether it can ever get that much 
money back in this limited market is 
problematical. But it should do well 
and won’t harm the company from a 

restige standpoint. to say the least. 

t is a healthy introduction to the 
market. 

The first thought was to dub this 
— into English. It is a shame 
hat Boyer wouldn’t permit it. He 
won't permit anyone to dub his voice 
under any circumstances for artistic 
scruples. In this case, at least, it is 
distinctly too bad. There would be 
a big market for it in the English 
language. Kauf. 


PUBLIC WEDDING 


Warner Bros. production and release. Fea- 
tures Jane Wyman, William Hopper, Dick 
Purcell) Marie Wilson, Berton Churchill. 
Directed by Nick Grinde. Story by Hous- 
ton Branch: screen play by Roy Chanslor 
and Houston Branch; dialog director, Reg- 





gie Hammerstein; camera, L. Wm, O’Con- 
nell. At Strand, Brooklyn, dual, week 
Sept 10, '37. Running time 58 mins. 

Se SP eaee »: .../...Jane Wyman 
eg Me SO eer ere ee William Hopper 
ee CSI io n50804ndees 5 ae Dick Purcell 
ee ee Cecccccccccgee Marie Wilson 
ee er rere Berton Churchill 
RRR eerrrorre -....James Robbins 
Ne: ORG: sx ss 0'k4u «aban Raymond Hatton 
Or. Veda Ann Borg 
SR eer rrr re oo Zeni Vatoria 
Ss <5 sCUS badass 49.000 86 GRO Jimmy Foxe 
MOOS 6 5. v:sbsehbe 84600523 ba Curtis Karpe 
UNOP sis 6 adi oh knee Carlyle Moore, Jr 
SOOT <a 0:44 0m 0s ee Horace MacMahon 


It looks as though this was held 
back until the end of season. Its 
presence on the current bill in 
Brooklyn is plainly indicative that 
there still is a shortage of good 
cinema fare even on twin-picture 
programs across the river. ‘Pub- 
lic Wedding’ is supposed to be a 
comedy-drama. It's slightly humor- 
ous at several scattered junctures, 
but seldom rises to the heights of a 
dramatic effort. Highly improbable 
that it would have amounted to 
much even with a re-written seript 
and more capable leads. As it stands, 
this vehicle is thin fabrics, even for 
the nether end of a duo combination. 

e crazy concoction about five 
struggling carnival folks who live by 
eir wits is flat on several scores. 

t starts for no place in particular 
oe leisurely edges its way to one of 
ee flashy, quickie conclusions. 
: cting for the most part is blah. Di- 
ee Is not up to Nick Grinde’s 
re Comedy situations are 
net forced or weakly developed. 
mg comes close to being a new 
oy for a film that can’t make up 
i's mind whether to be farce or 
Straight comedy. 
4, The bizsest lift to the production 
wheened into the last 10 minutes 
th en the two carny pals, left out in 

€ cold when the artist succeeds, 
a to work an art foundation 
acket and nearly succeed. Se- 





quence, though showing greatest 
possibilities, is sluffed off in a hurry. 

Marie Wilson, as a burley fan 
dancer, gives one of the most natu- 
ral portrayals. She has the looks, 
vivacity and thespian ability. Based 
on her work here, she probably will 
be given further opportunity and 
meatier roles. ‘ane Wyman _ has 
plenty to do but isn’t overboard on 
acting. William Hopper has a 
rather thankless role and seems too 
stilted. Dick Purcell is wasted. Ber- 
ton Churchill struggles hard as the 
fatherly leader of the carny group, 
though the role fails to provide 
many opportunities. Raymond Hat- 
ton is seen briefly, but never has a 


chance. Horace MacMahon makes 
a bit stand out as a reporter. Work 
indicates he might well be given 


something more important. Wear. 


GIRL IN THE TAXI 


(WITH SONGS) 
(BRITISH MADE) 
Lonuon, Sept. 3. 


Associated British Film Distribs release 
of British Unity-Bernhardt-Tuscherer pro- 
duction. Stars Frances Day, Henri Carat. 
Directed by Andre Berthomieu. Adap-ed 
from Georg Okonkowsky’s operetta by Fritz 
Gottfurcht, Austin Melford; music, Jean 
Gilbert; lyrics, Arthur Wimperis, Frank 
Eyton; camera, Roy Clark. At Hippodrome, 
London. Running time, 70 mins. 
Barondes Aubrais...... Lawrence Grossmith 
Sn EE PCE ELE ree Te ee Helen Have 
PROTOS 06.64 ce eeees sews -.Jean Gillie 
ree Ward 


oeseettieees - Mackenzie 


Dominique.... ..-Ben Field 


CART OROOT 6a... odin cceses Lawren Hanray 
Suzanne Dupont. -...Jo0an Jemp-Welch 
PN EPC CTR ECE Cree ..Albert Whelan 
PRR FOOMIMTOtte <6 6ikedésessa Henri Garat 
Emile Pomarel...............John Deverell 
ONG 3s cee ccdawevibdcssvcss Frances Day 


For those who relish seeing their 
pre-war musical comedies dished up 
again in celluloid form, this will 
prove okay. It is as good a job as 
could be done with the old-fashioned 
framework, so should satisfy those 
who will be attracted to it. 

There is the usual naughty papa 
who sneaks out o’ nights to hit the 
high spots while his sleeping family 
are oblivious of his nocturnal ad- 
ventures; nitwit son, who emulates 
his sire and dates up a gay grass 
widow his father is also chasing; 
drinking orgy, free fight, wind-up in 
police station and subseauent creen- 
ing upstairs in stockinged feet to 
avoid waking mamma; and the rest 
of the old musical comedy complica- 
tions. 

Henri Garat plays the young man 
about town whom papa has turned 
down as a son-in-law, but when he 
encounters father and son in bibu- 
lous hilarity at the Moulin Rouge, 
blackmails pop into acquiescence. 
Since they are all supposed to be 
Parisians, Garat’s French accent 
seems out of place. 

Frances Day is adequate, but not 
important, in the role that made 
Yvonne Arnaud famous, and the re- 
mainder of the cast gives splendid 
support. 

Music is as tuneful as ever, but 
curtailed, and the words altered to 
conform to the changed settings 
called for on the screen. 


SINGENDE JUGEND 


(‘An Orphan Boy of Vienna’) 
(WITH MUSIC) 
(AUSTRIAN MADE) 

General Foreign Sales release of Meteor- 
film production. Features Julia Janssen, 
Directed by Max Neufeld. Story by Her- 
mann H. Ortner; musical score by Dr. 
George Grubner, with musical excerpis by 
Mozart, Schubert, Handel and = Urahms; 
camera, Hans Thayer. At Belmont, N. ¥ 


starting Sept. 8, °’37. Running time v0 
mins. ; 

We MectOr. ..ccccca Ferdinand Maierhofer 
MENCOO: BEMTIR . cs cc cccdensacaessd Julia Janssen 
Sethmilat ... vcsccccceccsssess Otto Hartmann 
pc) ee COSC Cedbcorerecoese Hans Olden 
BRFUMMET. . wccccscccctcese Franz Schafbeitlin 
Pee Pee eee er iy Rudolf Teubler 


(In German, With English Titles) 

Belmont reopened last week with 
first of so-called distinguished for- 
eign language pictures, ‘An Orphan 
Boy of Vienna.’ It is a favorable 
choice in that the production rises 
above usual Teutonic fare. whether 
with or without foreign titles. Film 
also is bolstered by the singing of 
the Vienna Choir boys and accom- 
paniments of the Vienna Philhar- 
monic orchestra. 

The picture is marked by several 
sincere performances, notably the 
portraval by Julia Janssen. as the 
svmnathetie Sister Maria, the idol 
of the choir boys in their school. 
Other standard German-speaking 
cinema vlayers apparently were in- 
vigorated by Max Neufeld’s direc- 
tion. 

Outside of several good thespian 
contributions and musical 
ground, this picture will attract al- 
most exclusively in German lIan- 
guace houses. Does not possess the 
appeal to do much elsewhere. — In 
these snots, however, it should prove 
a favorite. 

Story of an orphan who finds a 
home as a member of the Vienna 
school for choir boys and eventually 
a substitute for a mother’s love is 
not unfamiliar to the screen. Only 
here the background and some cir- 
cumstences are altered. It is slowed 
down bv the customary foreign yen 
to exhibit mountainous = seenerv. 
There are episodes in the choir lad’s 
school that appear to be vanked in 
by the forelocks and are entirely 
meaningless to American audiences. 


back- | 


| 


Aside from Neufeld’s fairly intel- | 
lisent cirection, the photogravhy by | 
Hane Thaver is probably most out- | 


standins. He has been unduly suc- | 
cessful in his large closcuns 96 well | 
as pan shots outdoors. Wear. 





first runs. 


THIS WAY PLEASE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Paramount release of Mel Shauer pro- 


duction, Features Charles (Buddy) Rogers, 
Letty Grable, Ned Sparks and Mary Liv- 
ingstone, Directed by Robert Florey. Story 
by Maxwell Shane aad Bill Thomas; screen- 
play by Grant Garret, Seena Owen, How- 
ard J. Green; film editor, Anna Lauchens; 
“asst. director, Joseph Youngerman; camera, 
Harry Fiscabeck; dances, LeRoy Prinz; 
musical direction, Boris Morros; musical 
arrangements, Phil Boutlje; songs, Fred- 
erick Hollander, Sam Coslow, Al Siegel, 
Jock and George Gray. Previewed at Para- 
mount, L. A., Sept. 8 °37. Running time, 
‘2 mins. 

rad Morgan 


Rosers 


. Charles (Buddy) 


SONG: MIGPCOW 95055 6545 Ve 5 oon ss Betty Grable 
oO! a ere rar ee Ned Sparks 
tibber MeGee and 

MOUS: . Mises vane Jim and Marian Jordan 
Be J. Craw ines dete: « , Porter, Hall 
Ry ey. ee Lee Bowman 
Miss Ebvrhardt ....:e+4 Cecil Cunningham 
SONOS visbasccéedncbeens és Wally Vernoa 
EPUMIDS aasdcocccevccwagesrce homo Vincent 
SOE Sa send 0 Gbarebeas €2.¢ Jerry Bergen 
Sound Effects Man ........... Rufe Davis 
Maxine Barry .......... Mury Livingstone 





Nothing in this slowly paced com- 
edy with music to get excited about. 
It is neither comic nor melodious. 


Will fit into neighborhood duals as a | 


filler in. 

Buddy Rogers has done pretty well 
by hinm:self via personal appearances 
around the country with his band. 
He has kept in front of theatre audi- 
ences during the several years since 
he quit films as an exclusive career. 
Given more suitable material than 
this picture provides, he might mean 
something to exhibitors who always 
cash on personalities. 

It’s a behind-ine-screen yarn—a 
glimpse into the workings of a met- 
ropolitan first run film theatre which 
puts on presentations. Rogers is the 
master of ceremonies. He sings a bit 
in a mild baritone. There’s a line of 
girls on the stage, and some very 
attractive young women who are the 
house ushers. Ned Sparks is the p.a., 
Porter Hall, the manager, and Mary 
Livingstone, the head usher. Betty 
Grable, whose looks are on the plus 
side, applies for a dancing job and is 
shoved onto aisle 3 with a flashlight. 

Even with this not very exhilarat- 
ing set of characters and background 
something might have been de- 
veloped to intrigue the interest. In- 
stead, the plot is about Miss Grable 
losing her ushering job and Rogers 
getting fired at the same time. This 
brings in some radio talent for try- 
outs. Jim and Marian Jordan (Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly) do their rou- 
tine, and Rufe Davis gives imitations 
of a broadcasting sound effect man. 
Some laughs at this point. The finale 
is a stage wedding with Buddy and 
Betty the principals. Alli of it has 
been done before, usually under 
more entertaining circumstances. 
Mary Livingstone brings none of her 
radio aura to the screen, probably 
because of miscasting. There are a 
couple of songs which don’t get 
much chance. ‘This Way Please’ sug- 
gests its own wisecrack. Flin, 


(‘Na Dnie’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 

Arthur Mayer-Joseph Burstyn release of 
Albatros production. Directed by Jean 
Renoir. Adapted by E. Zamiatine and J. 
Companecez from play by Maxim Gorki; 
adaptation of dialog by Jean Kenoir and 
Charles Spaak; music by Jean Wiener; 
camera, F. Bourgas; English titles by 
Julian Leigh. At S5th St. cinema, N. Y., 
Sept. 10, '37. Running time 92 mins, 


ree $0686 0466506 00 cd000> Jean Gabin 
The Baron ..csccsecsescdssssnes Louis Jouve 
VaGeiase ... ccdosccbssesscccses SEY Fri 
Nastia..... 0060000005068 58 00bnes. Jany Holt 
Kosiyley....eeeeee.se00...Viladimir Sokoloff 
WAtACHS. . cccece Ste beaeseecesees Junie Astor 
The ActOr. scieosss deste ....-Robert Le Vigan 
The Count «o> Bess scigtececccvs Camille Bert 
TARR 6 ioctind Me cadheccocoeces Rene Genin 
Satine , iene visas Paul Temps 
Jabot... cc cccsembsecvcccccces Robert Ozanne 






eTeTirTT Saint-lles 
..-Maurice Bazuet 
Terry. Gabriello 
Larive 
Alexeeff 


(In French, With English Titles) 

This film has occasioned consider- 
able chapeau-tossing even before re- 
lease in this country. Said to be the 
first pic version of a Maxim Gorki 
original which had the approval of 
the author. In this case, the Russian 
dramatist is supposed to have okayed 
the script last year, a few months 
before he died. Production won a 
‘pest French film of the year’ prize 
from the French critics and its direc- 
tor. Jean Renoir, was made a knight 
of the Legion of Honor by the French 
government. 

Despite all this huzzahing, ‘The 
Lower Depths’ isn’t likely to ignite 
box offices in America. It is a well- 


Kletsch.. 
Aliochka....... 
The Inspector... 
POUR. 6 cccad catands ov ebeeedeensesecs 
ANNA. . 60bés c6-dde® +s czbueceenite 


made production of a compassionate | - 
P | ventor-father has been killed, comes 


human drama. It will probably win 
critical praise and do well in the 
arties. But it has little chance in 
Even on duals and in the 
nabes it’s a doubtful prospect. 
Film isn’t even a bet for dubbing 
and seems hardly suited for remake. 


While there is plenty of room for an , ; 
| of the missing formula as the action 


American film based on the relent- 
less squalor and the hopelessness of 
the down-and-outs in our city slums, 
the theme is hardly suited for realis- 
tic treatment—at least from box 
office considerations. Holly wood 
might make an underworld melo- 
drama of the. yarn or paste on a 
happy ending, but that would nulli- 
fy the honest streneth that is the 
greatness of the original. 
Nevertheless, judved purely on its 


artistic merits, this ‘The Lower 
Depths.’ is a fine work for which the 
adapters, director and nlavyers de- 


serve the recosnition they have and 
will receive. The Russian locale and 
outlook of the Gorki play have been 


| transplanted to France and into uni- 








| giving a 
| serial 


versally understandable terms. While 
nearly all the action is confined to 
the interior of a Paris tenement the 
story treatment and the camera mo- 
bility keep the film from becoming 
static. Similarly, while the human 
derelicts who people the action pos- 
sess the faults that grinding poverty, 
a narrow outlook and a ruthless 
world inflict on such victims, the 
characters always. remain logical, un- 
derstandable and, to some degree, 
sympathetic. 


There is also an. ever-present ironic |; 


humor to even the grimmest incident 
or characterization, which lends a 


tang to the entire drama. Like all 
the other characters, the hero and 


heroine have their failings and their 
high hopes at the fina'’e are by no 
means a traditional happy ending. 
Film has the methodical pace that 
characterizes dramatic pix made on 
the Continent. It never drags, how- 
ever, and the running time doesn’t 
seem the actual 92 minutes it re- 
quires. Direction is lucid and deft 
and the playing enlivens the story. 
Notable are Jean Gabin and Junie 
Astor as the fallible hero and hero- 
ine, Louis Jouvet as a philosophical 
noble who descends to the tenement, 
Viadimir Sokoloff as the villainous 
landlord, Robert Le Vigan as a de- 


mented actor and Rene Genin as a |‘ 


compassionately wise oldster. Pho- 
tography and sound have the usual 
flaws of foreign production. Hobe. 


RADIO PATROL 


(SERIAL) 
Universal release of Barney Sarecky-Ben 
Koenig production. Features Grant Withers. 


Directed by Ford Beebe and Cliff Smith. 
Based on newspaper strip series of same 
title by Eddie Sullivan and Charlie Schmit 


(King Features, Inc.); serial to run in 12 
chapters, with first three reviewed, Re- 
viewed in Projection Room, N, Y., Sept. %, 
37. Average time of chapter, 21% mins. 
5 MESES ECE SS Chr reer ree Grant Withers 
BOE oc eb sandsecwesarses Catherine Hughes 
BOM cocescoecces Ogesoaceoseed Adrian Morris 
POY cdc csccbocdeccess Mickey Rentschler 
rere eer ree ore Silver Wolf 

Also Gordon Hart, Frank Lackteen, 


Montague Shaw, Harry Davenport, Wheeler 
Oakman, Max Hoffman, Jr.; Jack Mulhall 
Marle Dwire, Leonard Lord, Dick Botiller, 
Louis Vokali. 


Filled with customary implausibili- 
ties, new 12-chapter play by Univer- 
sal holds high potentialities for ex- 
hibs. Fact that the King Features’ 
‘Radio Patrol’ strip has been well 
popularized in newspapers through- 
out country insures groundwork for 
attracting juvenile attention. Another 
factor is the modern theme, activities 
of a police radio patrolman, and his 


struggle to outwit criminals. ‘ Third 
showmanship angle is the presénce 
of Grant Withers in leading role. 
Latter furnishes a passably familiar 
player to bally. 

Makers of ‘Radio Patrol’ have de- 
parted more from the old _ serial 
formula than a few years ago would 
have been thought feasible. Produ- 
cers are wise to the fact that the 
present-day youngsters like their 
thrills served with some degree of 
conviction. Presence of a modicum 
of improbable events in this serial, 
some first-rate acting, a minimum of 
trite or melodramatic lines and care- 
ful building of plot helps this one 
vastly. There’s the ever-present 
chopped climax to sustain or hold 
over interest until next week’s chap- 
ter, but it is not quite as blatant as 
customary. 


First chapter opens with novel in- 
troduction, showing why radio sys- 
tem and patrol cars were introduced 
by police «im their war on crime. 
Then it builds slowly as typical radio 
cop is sent to thwart attempt on 
life of an inventor, Because he has 
a formula. for flexible bullet-proof 
steel, initial stanza is able to pro- 
duce the chase and fighting episodes 
in a typical steel mill. Mysterious 
Oriental and his gang of cut-throats, 
suspected of the first killing, and 
seeking the secret formula are in- 
troduced. Opening chapter is tabbed 
‘Million Dollar Murder,’ 

Second chapter, of course, carries 
the heroic cop safely from an un- 
timely death in a steel furnace. In- 
trigue builds in this one but it goes 
a bit hokey as a fantastic hypnotic 
slave is introduced and sent out by 
the Oriental chief to grab the missing 
formula. Yarn furnishes an oppor- 
tunity for silver Wolf, trained dog, 
to do several rescue stunts and aid 
the police. This is titled, ‘The Hyp- 
notic Eye.’ 

Pinky, the youngster, whose in- 
into prominence in the third chap- 
ter, ‘Flaming Death,’ when he saves 
ibe radio police officer from death 


THE SQUEAKER 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London; Sept. 5. 
United Artists release of London Film 
(Korda) production. Stars Edmund Lowe. 
Directed by William K. Howard. Screen 
play, Klward O. Berkman; scenario, Bryan 
Wallace from play of same name by Edgar 
Wallace; camera, Georges Perinal. At Pic- 


esdily, Lendon, Aug. 26, ‘87 Running 

time 7) mins. 

EPs ais s cides a0 6 00 6 eae Edmund Lowe 

rank Sutton........0...... Sebastian Shaw 

Cater Sedat ices. ceded adenci Ann Todd 

(oy eae oe ee --..Tamara Desni 
wry Cra Pe cnt vetbes o-e.- Robert Newton 


Inenector 
Joshva Collie. 


\llan Jeaves 
Nlastair Sim 











superintendent Stew ort Rome 
Mrs. Stedaaan...........Mabel Terry-Lewis 
Ty>rically fine Korda production, 


“arr.ang Edmund Lowe in an adap- 
‘ation from an Edgar Wallace play. 
it is bound to command serious con- 
sicoration on the part of exhibitors, 
for the reason that it has the ele- 
ments of a draw to picturegoers. 





It is a carefully conceived and 
elab rate production without any 
bid for ostentation. Director How- 


ard 


| and the technical staff have made 
a 


od job of it. 

[ocnite the fact that Wallace’s son 
| Bryon is credited with the scenario, 
|the screen play is by Edward O. 
| Eor*:man, and there now remains not 
1 sirvls line, joke or wisecrack by 
|the oriv*inal author. Barest frame- 
werk of Wallace, Sr., remains, but 
it hns been changed from a whodunit 
to a newer formula, that of revealing 
exrly in the unreeling the identity 
of the arch criminal who for years 
bafi'sd Seotland Yard, and interest 
in the film is wholly denendent on 
how the Yard unravels the crime. 

It is a moot question whether the 
attornt to bring up to date an Ed- 
gar Wallace story is an improvement. 

Role of Inspector Barrabal has 
beer built un into a romantic lead 
for Edmund Lowe and he fulfills this 
purpose to a nicety. That of the 
villain, played by Sebastian Shaw, is 
not carried through convincingly. 
Audience is asked to believe that a 
ruthless criminal, who doesn’t even 
ston at murder, breaks down and 
confcsses in a cowering, hysterical 
menner when confronted with the 
cornse of his victim. That is an old- 
foshioned theatrical trick utilized by 
sto*e nolice and doesn’t conform to 
the attemvt to modernize Wallace. 

There are only two feminine roles 
of consequence in the cast. Ann 
Tod? is the lead in a colorless part, 
and Tamara Desni is a cabaret singer 
in love with the murdered man. In 
a fairly brief, but emotional role. she 
sin’s a couple of songs, during which 
she alternates between good English 
and some sort of a broken continen- 
tal accent. 

Fine piece of character work on 
the part of Robert Newton, eventual- 
ly murdered, is outstanding. Allan 
Jeayes, Alastair Sim and Stewart 
Rom contribute excellent perform- 
ances. Jolo. 





AL CHET 


(I Have Sinned’) 
(WITH SONGS) 
(POLISH MADE) 
Presentation of Jewish Productions, 
At Acme, N. Y., week Sept. 9, ‘37. 
ning time, 98 mings, 
Bisther......+ssessessoes ar Rachel Holcer 
Her Wither. sseeee +-.++-ADraham Morevsky 
Comecians....8 Zigan and T. Schumacher 
PTOCONOr,...s.Gnabe sion eooeesee Kurt Katsc!r 
Adopted lDaughter...........Ruth Turkow 
Her Sweetheart...........Herbert_ Scherzer 
Licutenant........ Tree ae Chas, Buzgan 


(In Yiddish, with English Titles) 

How a village maid loved an army 
officer not wisely but too well is 
herein crudely dramatized and re- 
lated with an oppressive and tedious 
literalness. Yet it is this thorough 
literalness which gives parts of the 
film some essential worth, if viewed 
from a symbolical standpoint. Per- 
haps unwittingly but nevertheless 
eloquently the camera in its literal 
focus upon some of the principal 
backgrounds of this picture imparts 
the extreme poverty and congestion 
in which some Polish Jews live. The 
film has no artistic merit. 

The story, a crudely patched melo- 
drama. The lover dies in action on 
the field of battle so the unwed 
mother abandons her baby daughter. 
Later the mother, now a rich woman, 
returns hoping to reclaim her 
daughter. The girl has been adopted 
and is in love with a violinist who 
has concert ambitions but is poor. 
That’s when the mother helps bring 
about a happy ending for everybody. 

This story has been sprinkled with 
the usual matter-of-fact but eccen- 
tric humor that is generic to Yid- 
dish drama, supplied herein by a 
pair of male comics, the younger 


Ine, 
Rune 





at the hands of a trick machine. 
There is mention of an effort to} 
adopt Pinky by several interested 


parties who hope to gain knowledge 
of the story gets down to a more 
logical level when the radio cop 
again comes to grips with the Orien- 
tal thugs. 

Grant Withers comes closest to 
legitimate 
technique only 
slowing down his efforts. Catherine 
Hughes carries the principal femme 
role without overdoing it. Mickey 
Rentschler, as the lad who is made 
fatherless early in the serial, 
a neat portrayal of a typical Ameri- 
can youth interested in police mech- 


anisms. In initial chapters, Silve: 
Wolf, the dog, is not prominent 
enough to become obnoxious. 


Wear. 


performance, | 
occasionally | 


Zives | 


looking of the two proving the ablest 


performer in the film. Otherwise, 
from an histrionic standpoint, the 


picture offers nothing. 

Despite the utter lack of dignity in 
the synagog scenes in this picture, 
they are likely to be good senti- 
mental bait for the Yiddish-spealing 
customers who will be attracted to 
this film. 

The war scenes in this film are 
| hopelessly blurred patches indicat- 
| ing how crudely the film has been 
constructed. These shots look to be 
ancient library scrap or bad dupes. 

There isn’t much conversation to 
the film which is an okay angle. The 
| dialog, the score and the songs sound 
as if dubbed. Enunciation, while not 


|always clear. nevertheless, comes 
over uniformly in dialect. Jewish 
folks-sones of semi-humorous kind 
plus a bit of cantoric chant here 


and there comprise the vocals. 
Picture tries some sym lical 
photosranhy which isn’t so het and 
a bad olibi for some of the °'surd- 
lities of the film. Shan, 


napa 


be 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Passable stage show here this 
week with nothing wallopy. At 
mid-evening show caught (9) at- 
tendance was healthy but by no 


means a jam. 

Topping bill is Jimmy Dorsey and 
his 12-piece band (New Acts). Out- 
fit winds up the show with two sup- 
porting turns, Freda Sullivan and 
June Richmond. While Dorsey’s 
music is mildly pleasing, the added 
acts spice that portion of the show 
noticeably. Playing of the outfit is 
undistinguished for the most part. 
Seems well suited for dansapation, 
but compared with sock stage bands 
it offers little excitement in the the- 
atre. 

Notable on the bill is the appear- 
ance of Dolly Kay, vet singer in her 
first New York date after several 
on a comeback climb in Chi- 


ears ; 
cean. With strong, deep voice, su- 
perb enunciation, warm smile, en- 


gaging stage manner and worlds of 
ability to put over a song, she shows 
what intelligence and long experi- 
ence can bring. Turn would also 
be stronger without Eddie White’s 
entry in the ny to intro her 
singing of ‘Some of These Days.’ 
Registers with ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
and ‘That Old Feeling.’ Miss Kay is 
a sure bet for anywhere. 

As m.c. for the show, Eddie White 
is on for several song and comedy 
chatter appearances. Impresses and 
holds attention with apparently in- 
exhaustible supply of material. Has 
an ingratiating manner of flippancy 
and knack of punching over a laugh 
yarn. Since he has virtually no 
voice, he concentrates on selling the 
number. All his tunes are individ- 
ual, but the finale (which he claims 
to have written himself) is the hokey 
fadeout along the boy’s-real-sweet- 
heart-is-his-ma motif. 

Comedy duo, The Briants, are a 
sock with their standard panto acro- 
batics. 

Show opener is France and La- 
Pell (New Acts), ordinary pole bal- 
ancing act. ‘Artists and Models’ 
(Par) on screen. Hobe. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 13. 
Mall Hallett, local bandleader who 
made good, returns again this week 
to the Met to rip off a few hot tunes 


and please the dance mob. The 
morning crowd of youngsters who 
greeted Hallett on opening day liked 
everything offered, and yet accord- 
ing to the usual standards this ag- 
gregation hands out a most con- 
ventional session of band stuff. On 
the credit side, however, let it be 
recorded that the Hallett orch 
whammed on the show caught, and 
is being credited with more than 
half the draw, with ‘Varsity Show’ 
(WB) on the screen. 

Among the best liked specialties 
are Frankie Carle in a smart piano 
contrib of ‘I’ve Got Rhythm’; ‘Goona 
Goo,’ vocaled by Buddy Welcome, 
and nicely heated up by the band, 
and ‘Posin,’ another band novelty. 

Jerry Perkins, young lad discov- 
ered by Hallett, clicks handsomely 
in ‘Gypsy Tea Room’ and ‘Where 
Are You.’ The former is embroid- 
ered with a glee club arrangement 
that seems to satisfy, ¢ven_ though 
somewhat corny. eddy Grace is 
-adequate in her vocalizing of ‘Dis- 
possessed of You.’ 

Joe Cabanaro, bass fiddler and 
elown of the outfit, is a favorite with 
the ballroom fans and they greet 
him like an old pal. He has a nice 
inning, next-to-close, beating tar out 
of the fiddle, yelling daffy scat stuff. 
They eat it up. For an encore he 
bleats ‘Sole Mio’ which also hits the 
mark. 

After all this singing and general 

oopla there is a great need of some 
hoofing to lift the pace, and by_the 
time the Lathrop Brothers and Vir- 
ginia Lee put in an appearance late 
in the proceedings, their talents are 
indeed welcome. As usual, they sock 
with their trio precision, the tricky 
duo taps by the boys, and the swell 
solo by Miss Lee. Fox. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 13. 
Current show could stand a little 
™more fullness. It’s composed almost 
entirely of femmes, Phil Spitalny 
himself being the ony member of 
stronger sex on bill. aestro’s ether 
Hour of Charm’ gals, plus tapper 
Dale Winthrop, turn in a real job 
but something’s lacking to make 
neup a standout. 
esides scarcity of males for the 
women payees, 45-minute show could 
have advantageously used a coupla 
non-musical acts, since it’s topheavy 


deep contralto pipes set well in 
coupla medleys of pop tunes, and off 
to nice hand, velyn, the third 
billed member of Spitalny’s aggrega- 
tion, combines plenty of s.a. with 
deftness on the fiddle. Offers several 
of her own arrangements, best of 
which is ‘Star Dust.’ 

Dale Winthrop, tapper of the 
Eleanor Powell type, was off the late 
show caught Friday evening (10), 
but returned to the lineup Saturday. 
On afternoon show, she _ suffered 
slight injuries on a newly resur- 
faced floor and management kept 
her out of show rest of day, until 
boards could be sanded, for fear of 
further injuries. 

In addition te batoning the band, 
Spitalny handled the m.c. chores 
and turned in a nice job. 

Downstairs filled at late show Fri- 
day evening (10) and balcony filling 
fast. Flicker is ‘Confession’ ph sg 

ete, 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 12. 

Stage show runs smoothly, with 
Ole Olsen and Ruth Faber head- 
lining. Ole works through most of 
the show and the two also have an 
act. Olsen pulls the old airplane 
gag about how fast they will go 
across country in 20 years hence. 
With Faber puts on car gag, after 
which she skates home. In collabo- 
ration with stooge in audience Olsen 


tries to make announcement in com- 
petition with squawking baby—asks 
usher to do something about it. Pis- 
tol shot is heard and baby stops cry- 
ing. 

Excelio Bros. have a top spot 
perch act, using two perches held by. 
one while other performs atop. On a 
perch 20 feet long one walks about 
holding it while other hangs at right 
angles. 

Buddy and Florence Pepper sing 
several songs as prelude to tap danc- 
ing. Lad also does a good job on 
the piano. 

Lester Harding, Denver = baritone, 
is back as m.c. No reason why this 
lad should not develop into a first- 
class m.c., and with his well-rounded 
voice with plenty of volume rates 
quite a following. He sings several 
numbers in the routines. 

Taborettes (8), as usual, put on 
three routines, first a ‘Swing Time’ 
novelty tap, then a go-to-bed, with 
candles, pajamas, etc., and Russian 
setting for the finale, with line in 
appropriate costumes, and with each 
of acts augmenting for closer. 

‘Slave Ship’ (20th) on the screen, 
with the crowd fair for the opening 
show. ose. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 11. 
Current bill consists of a_ pot 
pourri of imported and home talent, 
headed by the Salt Lake Orpheus 
club, lusty male choral aggregation. 
Pic is ‘Confession, (FN). 


Fair crowd on hand for opening 
show apparently liked the variety 
pe preperten by By Woodbury and 


and. 

Glee clubbers spotted during final 
shows on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, with Albert J. Southwick 
handling the baton. Arranged in 
formal groupings on center stage, 
choristers open with “The Bedouin 
rays follow with ‘By the Bend of 
the River,’ and offer a vigorous ren- 
dition of ‘The Scissor Grinder,’ for 
an encore. 

Long-time favorites in  inter- 
mountain states, Orpheus singers 
were standouts during the three eve- 
ning performances. Members at- 
tired in tuxes and showed profes- 
sional ease during pipe workouts. 

Regular bill opener is Johnny 
Dore, versatile roller skater. Seem- 
ingly an elderly gent, Dore none- 
theless displays whirlwind perform- 
ance in gesture and action. His forte 
appears to be tumbling specialties 
while skating. Doesn’t employ a 
special skating floor. During one 
rolling maneuver is assisted by a 
good looker, Betty Thomas, whose 
gams are almost as enjoyable to 
watch as her dance on skates. 

Murtah sisters fill No. 2. spot. 
Coupla gals in organdy formals with 
a knack of singing pop and hill-billy 
tunes in the hoke operatic style. As 
harmony is tossed to the winds, the 
Murtahs win plaudits for their vari- 


ations of ‘Frankie and Johnny’ as | 


the tear-jerker would be chanted 
in China, Russia, Switzerland and 
Italy, ending up with a torrid U.S.A. 
arrangement. ; 

Woodbury’s band performs in 
major league style an eight-minute 
canto featuring blues series, with 
Bill Call, singing usher now a per- 


manent member of the band, vocal- | 





ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 13. 

Current week inaugurates a new 
policy which takes house: out of the 
lower price brackets and raises to 
top-notch picture and stage show 
theatre. Several factors in the 
change of policy for the house. As 
a 55c-top house it was a sporadic 
grosser and no real money-maker. 
It operated in competition with the 
State-Lake in which B.&K. is also a 
50-50 partner. And finally, an im- 
portant item in the change of pace 
for the house, is the need for ad- 
ditional first-run outlets in the loop 
to take care of the flood of box-office 
pictures which are jammed on ex- 
change shelves at this time. 


Currently the stage portion of the 
show is of little value at the box- 
office, the draw unquestionably be- 
ing the feature, ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA). 
An indication of the new setup is 
the difference in grosses. ‘Dallas’ is 
headed for $35,000 easily this week, 
while last week was a big grosser 
at $21,000. While the gross does jump 
$14,000 over the previous week, so 
does the overhead, mostly because 
of the added picture cost. 


After ‘Dallas,’ which is in for a 
fortnight, the stage will get the plug 
for one week with the booking of a 
‘battle of swing’ between the Clyde 
McCoy and Earl Hines orchestras. 
It is figured that the average budget 
for the stage show here will be} 
boosted from a previous $3,000 to 
$4,000-$5,000, depending, naturally, 
on the strength of the flicker. 

They start the new policy bere 
with four standard vaude acts in 
front of a line of 28 girls, the chorus 
being the combination of the 16 gals 
from the Chicago with the 12 
Oriental girls. Fred Evans, B.&K. 
stage director, supervised the cur- 
rent staging and turned in his al- 
ways-dependable job. Evans has an 
excellent sense of chorus movement 
and production, 


Two singles, a two-act and a trio 
make up the talent portion of the 
show. Single turns are men, Vic 
Hyde and Tommy Trent. They, 
along with the King, King and King 
trio, have all appeared at the B.&K., 
Chicago in recent weeks. 


Hyde did all right with his one- 
man band turn, though he kept 
burning openly throughout his act. 
Was squawking in a semi-kidding 
way at the picture, claiming that it 
made the audience so weepy that a 
comedy act couldn’t follow it. Trent 
was more to the satisfaction of this 
overwhelmingly femme _ audience 
with his Punch and Judy act. Good 
novelty routine that’s suitable any- 
where. Trent has also caught a neat 
bit of popular fancy with his sched- 
uled encore bit, dancing a colored 
marionette to ‘Truckin’.’ King, King 





and King are a standard hoofing act, 
always playable and dependable. 


Ross and Bennett are wearing 
their material thin and not getting 
the best results. Richy Craig, Jr. 
used to get a solid session of enter- 
tainment from the comedy card 
trick routine. But Craig has passed 
on, and Ross and Bennett kick the 
stunt around flabbily. They need 
some new crossfire badly. 

Business at the last (fifth) show 
Friday wag good. Gold, 


F Ay ’S, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 13. 

Fay’s, indie West Philly pic and 
vaudeville house, reopened Friday 
(10th) under same management that 
carried it through successfully last 
season. House reported okay biz in 
the afternoon and evening show 
when caught, had capacity. Show is 
tagged ‘Five Star Follies.’ Pic fea- 
ture is ‘On Again, Off Again’ (RKO), 
with Wheeler and Woolsey. 

‘Five Star Follies’ is —_ starting 
out and needs plenty of sharpening 
but packs good, solid entertainment 
value. 

Show starts with 14 dancing star- 
lets appearing in windows of a drop 
representing a music store and doing 
a patter number to accompany Mark 
Ballero who rings in a number of 
prominent radio names and de- 
scribes just what they’ve got. Cals 
then come out for a precision dance, 








okay if not notable, and then Miss 
Mei Ling, cute oriental gal, does a, 
capable tap. , | 

allero comes down to the mike 
for a flock of imitations. He's a} 
comer and some of his aping is strik- 
ingly good. First does an Edward 
G. Robinson and a Jimmy Cagney, | 
follows with a more canventional | 
Fred Allen, scores with an unan- 
nounced Lionel Barrymore, hops to 
Charlie Butterworth, rings the bell 


tortionistic dance which went bet- 
ter than her previous offering, Wales 
and Brady did a satisfactory but not 
distinguished adagio routine. Rao 
Bill Huggins followed with a couple 
of pleasantly warbled solos, he 
Natural Thing to Do’ and ‘My Cabin 
of Dreams.’ He clicked best, how- 
ever, with his encore of ‘The Lady 
Who Wouldn’t Be Kissed.’ 

Bobby Pincus, assisted by the 
comely Ruth Foster, was a featured 
attraction. He resorted to all his 
usual ‘silly-bill’ comedy, but went 
over very big with his imitation of 
Helen Morgan doing one of her dit- 
ties atop piano. His athletics as well 
as his comedy scored solidly here. 
Miss Foster obliged with a brief 
dance interlude. 

The gals were on again for the 
finale. Waters. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 11. 

Stepin Fetchit used as name and 
bait on stage bill opening new vaude 
policy in this long-shuttered house. 
Reopened two weeks ago on modi- 
fied burlesk policy with no success 
and now shifts to six acts vaude in 
combo with pix on 15c-25c scale. 
Limited capacity of 1,300 seats indi- 
cates grosses will be down and 
shows cheap. 

Fetchit does familiar lazybones 
act sitting in over-stuffed chair at 
center mike. Does seven minutes of 
slow talk, exits and then returns to 
do closing dance. He no longer does 
the fast dance at finish, however, 
and his attempts are slow-moving 
and half-hearted with strong hand 
missing that he used to get. Six 
acts on surrounding bill are small- 
timey. Exception is Betty Lee, 
xylophonist, who opens bill with 
showy hammering on musical sticks 
to wake ’em up. 

Lois Moree, acro dancer, follows 
with mild control number. Howard 
Twins, two men, are next in order 
with some unison tapping that is 
creaky. Bernie Dunn, m.c., tries to 
fill next spot with comedy talk that 
is blue and ancient. Next, just 
ahead of Fetchit, is Warner and 
Margie, comedy team. Girl shows 
flash or two of talent with her long- 
legged clowning. Fetchit is next, 
and the bill is closed by a musical 
act, Raftone Sisters and George Gay, 
two accordions and guitar. House 
band on stage during first half of 
bill and in pit for rest. There is no 
attempt at production. Lighting, 
drops and p.a. system are in need 
of repair and replacement. 

Picture is ‘Transatlantic Merry- 
Go-Round.’ House filled two-thirds 
at first evening show Friday. Kiley. 


PAR, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Sept. 11. 

They’ve built a show here this 
week that warrants being held to- 
gether as a unit (it’s called ‘Beaux 
Arts Frolics’) instead of breaking 
up after the single week’s run. Lew 
Schaefer, house manager, was given 
a chunk of money by the local fur 
merchants association to put on a 
style show and embellish it with 
some vaude talent. Result of sev- 
eral weeks planning is a dignified 
entertainment. There’s plenty of 
color to the show, plenty of pep and 
a quintet of acts nicely spotted for 
an enthusiastic welcome from audi- 
ences seeing their first stage show 
here in months. 

Modeling of furs is only element 
having a tendency to slow up the 
show, as girls are on three times, but 
after all, the merchants are con- 
tributing heavily, so are entitled to 
something for their dough, Line of 
16 girls (Swing-o-pators) in yellow 
skirts and blue waists open show 
with a tap routine climaxed by the 
Condos Bros. on briefly in some first- 
rate stepping. Models (12) make 
first appearance here, using runway 
for close audience contact. Don Cum- 
mings, m.c., breaks out as a single 








at this point, doing a rope-spinning 
act in evening clothes. Lad, with 
pleasant personality, has a clever 
routine, mixed with nifty patter, and 
scores nicely. 

Lillian Carmen sings three songs 
at a downstage mike against a full 
cocktail bar setting with line girls 
for atmosphere. Singer has peppy 
delivery but makes mistake of clos- 
ing with her weakest number. Line 
girls go into a waltz, followed by 
Karre Le Baron Trio in a ‘Bird of 
Paradise’ adagio. Team is class stuff, 
with the girl doing things the hard 
way by toting a couple of large fans 
throughout. 

Fur models on for their second 
showing, then Cummings is back 





with a gag to intro Al Bernie. Mimic 
works in two and after doing the 
standard imitations of W. C. Fields, | 
Butterworth, Laughton, Arliss and | 


| Ed. Robinson, closes with a Charlie | 


—_* 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 14. 
The name band parade continues 
at WB deluxer with Glen Gray and 
his Casa Loma cutfit playing their 
first stage date here. Backed by a 
trio of first-class acts, the Casa 
Lomans deliver smartly and while 
show isn’t a walloper by any means, 

it’s good consistent entertainment. 


Gray used to have an orch almost 
exclusively for musicians. Then the 
co-op boys realized their mistake and 
went popular, but they’ve done this 
without any serious harm to their 
musicianship, It’s still a crew the 
union locals can rave about, yet one 
that the fellow whose ear is deaf to 
delicate shadings can listen to with 
pleasure. 

Those sax and brass sections, for 
instance, are the tops in anybody’s 
category. In swing or sweet, they 
hit off a blended unison that’s right 
in the rhythmic groove and their 
melodious mixtures aren’t the chief 
topic of conversation among the 
jammers without reason. Most of 
the boys double instrumentally, per- 
mitting an extensive repertoire 
that’s not common these days among 
the dance organizations. 


Gray himself, only recently ele- 
vated to the baton after sitting in 
with the saxers for years, is a hand- 
some fellow who looks good out 
front and employs an effective self- 


effacement, Permitting the Casa 
Lomans to speak for him, which 
they do industriously and_  elo- 
quently. 


Only jarring note at the opening 
performance was Kenny Sargent’s 
blow-up of ‘So Rare.’ Featured 
singer had to stop Gray in the mid- 
dle of the number and apologize to 
mob for his failure to memorize 
lyrics properly. But he went right 
into something else, mopped up 
solidly with his sock lyric tenor and 
then proceeded to make everybody 
forget his lapse with two more tunes 
that registered a perfect bull’s-eye. 
Casa Loma’s other marqueed singer 
is the veteran Pee-Wee Hunt, on for 
two numbers, first of which is the 
increasingly popular ‘Posin,’ and 
both high in audience returns. Band 
keeps strictly in the current hit 
book, finishing with the still hot 
‘Casa Loma Stomp,’ which is letter 
perfect and should be after a decade 
of hardy usage. 

Orch opening is followed by Bob 
Hall, on for a session of his spon- 
taneous rhyming, and then there’s 
a flash of hoofing by Anita Jakobt 
(New Acts) who clicks neatly with 
her lithe, simple-looking twists and 
turns. Both work in front of band, 
but Marjorie Gainsworth does her 
vocal calisthenics in one, using Dave 
Broudy’s pit band for accompani- 
ment. Handsome gal, who was here 
only a few weeks ago, repeats her 
previous hit with a sock display of 
classical and semi-classical canary- 
ing. Repeats her opera vs. jazz num- 
ber, a slick arrangement delivered 
solidly, and winds up giving her 
gifted pipes a real workout in the 
aria from ‘La Traviata.’ 

Show is held to 50 mins, because 
of length of flicker, ‘Knight Without 
Armor’. (UA). Biz at getaway not 
quite up to expectations, Cohen. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


By and large, throughout the year, 
the newsreels go on along their 
charted paths doing a photographic 
followup on the newspapers. Then 
every once in a while, the world 
goes through some major event and 
the reels come to life in sock fashion, 
Thus it is that the reels this week 
again take their place at the head of 
the column with Chinese-Japanese 
war footage, proving themselves 
quite distinctly so much ahead of the 
competitive news field as to be be- 
yond question. In events like this, 
if the reels can (as they do in this 
case) avoid censorship, and go the 
limit in photographic display, there 
can be no doubt over their superior 
coverage of news. Press and radio 
news dissemination must automatic- 
ally take a back seat. 

There’s another curious angle on 
this. Newspapers report that the 
Oriental slaughter isn’t selling any 
papers. Events of like importance 
around the world have wae boost- 
ed circulation figures, but this is an 
exception. This is explained more 
than anything (any explanation be- 
ing a guess, of course) by the fact 





that the Spanish hostilities have 
tended to drain the market, Not so 
with the newsreels, however. At the 


opening show at this theatre, and 
succeeding shows the first and sec- 
ond days, there was a constant hold- 
out line. 

It is likely that never before in 
the history of newsreels has there 


i 


ie ara tee eee 2 vapoerseert arent yas 


PPPs etre og Wy 2 . p: nt TP 
a) ims. ¥ , Bs oReer 


apres os soear 








SOOO TIN MATER Re ea 


ta ae Ba sie 


peenre NO ee 


| 


© 
_— 
Ey 


ose 
ms capes 


ya 
Veneers 


on the tuneful side. Otherwise, the | ing ‘Blue Skies.’ with Amos ’n’ Andy, slows up with | wiccorthy ventril novelty. Bernie's | been such gruesome material on dis- 
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Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


(Continued from page is ; 
ng time to wear off and the mora 
joan is bound to stick. 

Universal probably deserves the 
break for the best coverage, although 
by the word ‘best,’ in this case, is 
meant most inclusive and most grim. 
U spends 10 full minutes on nothing 
but this type of Grim Reaper ma- 
terial, dramatized to a high point. 
Metro, Pathe and Par follow with 
more toned-down coverage, partially 
faked, and partially diluted with 
matter of general European trouble. 
But all of them get in just a shot 
or two of the Shanghai carnage. In 
all, just over 20 minutes’ running 
time is spent on the subject. 

After that type of material, the 
general run of newsreel coverage is 
even more strikingly insignificant 
than usual. There is a long batch 
of trite and unimportant stuff, not a 
single other item rating more than 
fleeting attention. 

Immediately after the war foot- 
age, there is a’ shot of F. D. R. on 
his yacht and, for a change, there’s 
not a ripple of applause or any 
other comment in the audience. Mob 
is quite obviously still under the im- 
press of the grim matter up ahead. 
Then comes a French couple cele- 
brating their 75th wedding anniver- 
sary and the parade of minutae is on. 
Suffice to say that Fox has 12 items 
on the bill, Par 11, U 7, Pathe 6, 
and Metro 3. Kauf. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 13. 

Horace Heidt and_ Brigadiers 
haven't played here in six years 
and their appearance at the Earle 
drew two capacity audiences to start 
although after that the pace was 
slightly under that of this house’s 
recent bills. Pic is ‘On Such a 
Night’ (Par). 

Heidt’s show is almost 100% for 
the mikes. In fact only offering 
that wouldn’t fit the airways is the 
dancing of Burton Pierce. Earle’s 
been having a lot of hoofing during 
recent weeks; this time it’s in a 
decided minority with instrumental 
and vocal numbers grabbing the 
spot. 

Entire company of 30 is’on the 
stage from start to finish, with seven 
man glee club on the back tier, then, 
coming down front, theh instrumen- 
talists of the orch and in front the 
specialists including the Four Kings, 
three of them girls and the only 
femme touch to the proceedings. 

Heidt does what m.c.’ing there is, 
but it’s not of the usual gabby 
variety—just straight announcement 
with an occasional touch of humor, 
but all very easy and likable. His 
orch specializes in what might be 
called ‘stunt’ music with numbers 
on the order of ‘Snitzelbaum’ in 
which different sections take up the 
tune, separately until the finale 
when the whole outfit joins in. One 
of these offerings which clicked 
neatly with the Earle audience had 
the various members of the orch ap- 
pearing with miniature instruments. 

The orch rendition of the inevi- 
table ‘Bee’ was another of the same 
general kind, and the finale, which 
Was a real flash, featured the old 
fav, ‘Belis of St. Mary’s,’ with each 
section doing its part and then the 
whole outfit, including singers, join- 
ing in for a rousing close. 

Of the specialties, Bob McCoy, 
basso, boomed out ‘Wagon Wheels’ 
to a good reception. The Four Kings 
rendered a medley of current pop 
numbers, and Yvonne, one of the 
quartet, soloed with a_ semi-risque 
ditty about ‘A Good Little Girl.’ 

Pierce’s dancing was of tap 
variety and featured several of the 
numbers Fred Astaire did in ‘The 
Gay Divorcee.’ Pierce is a good step- 
per but suffered some in comparison 
with Hal LeRoy, who appeared on 
the same stage the week previous. 

Jerry Brown. of the orch, still sup- 
puss most of the incidental comedy, 

oth during the instrumental num- 
bers and in occasional short solos 
including ‘Today I Am a Man’ in 
which he worked with the three 
femmes of the Kings’ outfit. 

The Glee Club, Larry Cotton and 
Charles Goodman, sunplied the more 
conventional vocal offerings. 

Waters, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Sept. 13. 

Another brief bill of vaude on the 
Hipp stage this week due to hold- 
Over of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), a two- 
hour film. Current doings, which run 
40 minutes, lists four acts: The Four 

espers, teeterboard specialists; Ar- 
thur Boran, mimic; Fred Lightner, 
Comic, and ‘New Personalities of 
1937,’ flash act. Layout played nicely 
and provided good variety. 

Vespers open with strong routine 
of teeterboard stuff sold in excellent 
Style. Gave show a socko start. 
Boran next, does Ed Wynn, Jack 
Benny, W. C. Fields, Lionel Barry- 
more and Eddie Cantor in order with 
Al Smith and F. D. R. for an encore. 
Did all right but milked his bows too 
Strongly for good taste. 

Fred Lightner, on next to close, 
Manages all right with his routine 
of gags and hand waving delivery. 
one partner helping nicely and 
quilding to vocal finish and fair re- 
urns. Could stand some stronger 
material. 

New Personalities,’ flash 
paved a good chaser. Mixed sex- 
a te opens with well sold potpourri 
A soft shoe, adagio and fast hoof 

uff after which male vocalist gives 


setto, 





out with ‘Baby Says It’s So,’ sextette 
returning for okay routine of balil- 
roomology. Sets spot nicely for 
socko hoof ‘session by Leo O'Neill, 
elongated youngster of good person- 
ality, who shakes a very legit pair of 


dogs. Finale by sextette in gay 
nineties garb and manner, good 
flashy closer, earning resounding 


hand for the blowoff. Took some 
well earned curtains. Burm. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 13. 


Return of stage shows after a six- 
month lapse gave Loew’s turnaway 
biz opening night (Friday) and 
week end with ‘Hollywood Hotel 
Revue.’ 


put over a lobby ballyhoo that 
stopped traffic on city’s main street 
with police reserves called out to 
handle. Show is among the most 
cpulently costumed and staged ever 
seen here with several stand-out 
acts, 16-girl line and eight models 
getting continuous calls. 

Opens with line 2s switchboard op- 
erators answering phone calls for 
Hollywood stars with latter shown 
by models in masks on backdrop. 

ariora, femme juggler, followed 
tossing rackets and balancing ball 
on stick. She has good audience 
appeal and was followed by Silver 
teeny | scene, models introed by 
Robert Berry at mike. Costumed in 
eye-filling feathers and frills, but 
still sufficiently undraped, this was 
the first of a series that the fans 
found to their taste. They pre- 
cipitated major bursts of applause 
and backgrounded Clark and Eaton, 
strong man and femme adagio act 
that filled in nicely. Gale and Car- 
son continued with patter and freak 
dancing, well received. 

Another socko_ scene, Spanish 
fiesta, gorgeously dressed, brings in 
Del Carmen, more Spanish than 
Franco and with the authentic Ibe- 
rian heel tap. Gal mutes the 
castanets diminuendo, a trick that 
got her plenty from the crowd, but 
encores were barred throughout the 
show. May McKim and boy friends 
(3) put over a spot of singing and 
next turn, Helen Honan rated big 
audience appeal on impersonations. 
Line in again for Perfume Fountains 
of Bagdad against background of 
Living Curtain of Models, closet ap- 
proach to nudity of show. This in- 
tros Marty May who has top bill- 
ing. Well known here and much 
liked, he anecdotes and wisecracks, 
coming near to stopping show, but 
producer Harry Howard has them 
all nailed down to time as strict as 
a radio program to keep show with- 
in the 70 minutes allotted. | 

Revue closes with an Orchid Room 
scene, another stand-out, and Helen 
Honan back for short act to bring 
in finale with all acts, line and 
models crowding the stage and Mack 
G. Davis swing orch hitting the High 
C’s for a finish that had a capacity 
house cheering. 

Pic is ‘Supersleuth’ (RKO) and 
biz looks like a $15,000 gross, record 
for this house and town. Lane, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 11. 

House celebrating its 25th anni- 
versary by booking in a variety bill 
that is above average in talent. Five 
cts are mixed into a show presented 
in revue fashion, with the American 
Rockets, mixed dancing ensemble, 
opening and closing the bill. Phil 
Estes, one of the Rockets, is given 
separate billing in the ads, and ap- 
pears in a specialty number late in 
the show. 

A Parisian dance routine is pre- 
sented by the Rockets first and 
serves to introduce Helene Denizon, 
who dances on her toes, assisted by 
Phil Estes, and then takes the mike 
to sing a French song. 

Miss Chic Kennedy holds down 
deuce spot. She opens with a line 
ef patter, then goes into a novelty 
using cutouts of a policeman, villain, 
farmer, and his daughter to sing a 
comedy number around these char- 
acters. Her act finishes with im- 
pressions of ZaSu Pitts, Garbo and 
Fannie Brice. After that acts as 
m.c. for other acts on the bill. 

The Loria Brothers on next really 
stop the show. These six moppets, 
ranging in age from six to fourteen, 
are surefire on their instruments. 
The two youngest do Mexican 
dances and the younger brother does 
a challenge at the end that brings 
down the house. 

Roscoe Ates holds down next to 
closing with the assistance of Bar- 
bara Ray, who plays feeder for his 
comedy lines. Ates doesn’t depend 
on his movie reputation to put him 
over, but has a lot of new comedy 
material, with his stuttering deliv- 
ery: gets plenty of laughs. 

Bill closes with a routine by the 
American Rockets in which Helene 
Denizon and Phil Estes do specialty 
numbers. The six boys and girls 
do a rhythm tap step against an Ha- 
waiian background. Then Miss 
Denizon appears with a tree drop 
and does a toe dance depicting a 
stroll through a park in the rain. 
The orchestra plays ‘Cherry Blos- 
som Lane,’ while orch member 
warbles refrain. Estes comes on for 
his tap dance. The Rockets reap- 
pear and close with adagio number 
in which all members of the en- 
semble participate. Miss Denizon 
comes on again with Rockets for 
finale. 


Picture, ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ 
(Fox). Business very good last 
show opening day. Kiley. 


Howard Knevels, manager, | 
and publicity man, Allan Spencer, | 


| ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


“-* Minneapolis, Sept. 12. 

Stopping over for a week en route 
to Hollywood, Duke Ellington and 
his band give local jazz lovers a 
treat. Hotter than a Mexican ta- 
male, the outfit steams up the the- 
atre to tropical fever temperature. 

Ellington brings fewer specialties 
than most other bands that have 
played here. There are only three 
acts, but each a standout in its 
class. 

Heading the group is Ivy Ander- 
son, topflight vocalist, but not tar 
behind her are the other two—the 
Zephyrs, eccentric dancers, and the 
Four Step Brothers, tap artists su- 
preme. They’re all show-stoppers. 

In lieu of the fewer specialties, 
the band itself contributes plenty. 
| Individual band members are given 
plenty of opportunity to display 
their wares and most of them go to 
town. Especially noteworthy is Re: 
Stewart who hits topmost and lowest 
notes in his trumpet concerto and 
at the finish has the customers beg- 
ging for more. 

Ellington -is his own personable 
self at the piano and does his usual 
neat m.c. and conductor job. There 
are 15 musicians and they whoop it 
up plenty with jazz and swing ar- 
rangements of ‘Merry Go Round,’ 
an original conception of ‘In the 
Shade of the Old Apple Tree,’ ‘Mood 
Indigo,’ ‘Solitude, ‘Sophisticated 
Lady,’ ‘Caravan,’ etc., with emphasis 
on the brass that makes for a gen- 
erous amount of loudness. 

Four Step Brothers are satorially 
splendid in tuxedos, silk hats and 
carrying canes. Their precision tap 
never has been excelled at this 
house and they wind up with indi- 
vidual bits of unusual and difficult 
stepping. It’s the speediest of foot- 
work. 

With a voice built to order for the 
sort of pop numbers that she sings, 
plenty. of comedic ability and per- 
sonality plus, Miss Anderson has ’em 
eating out of her hand. She does 
‘There’s a Lull in My Life’ and re- 
peats ‘All God’s Chillun Got 
Rhythm’ which she put across so 
well in ‘A Day at the Races.’ One 
off-color song, ‘He Does Me So Much 
Good,’ is made inoffensive by the 
amusing heckling. of the band mem- 
bers. ‘Oh Babe, Maybe Some Day,’ 
as sung by Miss Andrews, is Elling- 
ton at his best. , 

Comedy is furnished by the antics 
of the individual musicians and by 
the eccentric dancing, slow motion 
acrobatics and washboard and wash- 
tub music of the Two Zephyrs, 
dusky youths who land with a bang 
and score the show’s biggest hit. 

Screen offers ‘Mr. Dodd Takes the 
Air’ (WB). Biz good. Rees. 


UNIT REVIEWS 
Bubbling Over Revue 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, Sept. 12. 

Produced by Billsbury & Weston, 
of Chicago, this one is rather punch- 
less due to lack of novelty. There’s 
plenty of standard vaude in its make- 
up, but it’s too run-of-the-mine to 
give the unit anything better than 
average rating. _ 

Top honors go to Jack Fields and 
Dolly Russell, classy singing and 
comedy team. This pair have had 
cinema experience as well as years 
in vaude, and their work has polish. 
Both have good vofces and their 
gags are’fresh. Fields sings his own 
song, ‘I Want My Rib,’ while femme 
warbles 6ne of her own compositions, 
ilk the Clouds Roll By.’ They 
sanother of their own dit- 
it to Yodel,’ and also com- 
‘ou’re the One I Care For,’ 
with Fields hiding behind the buxom 
Dolly and providing the gestures. All 
of their stuff went over big and they 
had to beg off. 

Show gets started with Shriner 
trio, Walter and Wallace (twins) and 
sister, Mary Janet, stepping off a fast 
routine to ‘Did You Mean It?’ get- 
ting a good hand. Two boys stay on 
for some rhythm tapping to ‘Cross 
Patch.’ 

Leon Harvey, in charge of the unit. 
takes over as m. c. at this point and 
brings on Don Delbert, in Argentine 
gaucho outfit, including a _ vicious 
looking gat, who offers a bit of un- 
interesting small magic and winds up 
with some fire-eating tricks. 

George and Lillian Gordon, man 
and wife team, then trundied on 
their xylophone for a rapid fire med- 
ley of tunes that pleased. They were 
followed by Edwards and Argela. 
dance team, who stenped off a neat 
tango to ‘Jealousy.’ Both singers and 
dancers got a nice hand. 

Harvey then presented a parody on 
‘Little Man, You’ve Had a Busy Day,’ 
the subject of the song being Oliva 
Dionne, father of the Quints. The 
Shriner Trio march back on in silk 
blue and white cadet outfits and go 
through a snappy military routine to 
‘Anchors Aweigh.’ Kids have the 
precision stuff down to a fine point 
and Cap customers liked ’em. 

George Gordon, armed with a 
piano accordion, then doubled with 
Harvey in a brief bit, finishing up 
with a medley of old-time tunes. 

Edwards and Argela return at this 
point and do a smooth ballroom num- 
ber to ‘Sari Waltz,’ and are followed 
by Fields and Russell. 

Don Delbert was brought back to 
close the show, working with Harvey 
in an Argentine whip act. He uses 
a bullwhip and a shorter one to do 
his tricks. with Harvey holding his 
targets. The act pleased. 

There’s 15 in company, 
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NEW ACTS 





BENNY MEROFF and ORCHESTRA 
With Jack Marshall, Florence Gast, 

Sonia Meroff 
45 Mins. 

New Yorker, N. Y. 

Going into Ralph Hitz’s Hotel New 
Yorker’s Terrace Cafe with his 
dance-entertainment orchestra of 13 
men, plus_ specialty performers, 
Benny Meroff returns to N. Y. after 
a seven years’ absence with one of 
the best orchestral outfits of its kind. 
It is especially built for theatre dates, 
but applies equally as well for hotel 
engagements. 

Meroff’s last N. Y. engagement was 


at the former two-a-day Palace 
seven years ago. In addition to 
being on the Eddie Cantor broadcast 


for 22 weeks, he has been playing 
hotels and theatres throughout the 
country meantime. Re-invading the 
east, he comes well prepared to bat- 
tle it out with competitive bands of 
the dance-entertaining type that de- 
pend strongly on specialty features, 
novelty and other dressing for 
straight orchestration. 

His orchestration is well-knit, has 
what it takes to land with the tough 
customers, and in Meroff thore’s a 
musician-showman at its head who 
ranks with the best. Meroff is a very 
versatile musician and plays every 
instrument in the band. On his 
opening at the New Yorker he 
demonstrated with most of the in- 
struments, including the sax, clari- 
net sax, baritone cax, clarinet, tuba 
and English horn. An agreeable 
personality and stage presence are 
other Meroff assets. 

His specialty artists are headed by 
Jack Marshall, singing comedian, 
who plays the trombone in the or- 


chestra. Young Marshall is funny 
and sells strongly for laughs. His 
trained-flea number is sock. The 


session with Marshall and the band 
sequence lending an impression of 
newsreels are :'most enough in 
themselves to make the Meroff band 
well worth seeing. The newsreel 
number is close to tons in orches- 
tral planning and novelty. 

Sonia Meroff, sister of the maestro, 
and Florence Gale (Mrs. Meroff) are 
other specialties, bott of them sing- 
ers. Miss Meroff does ‘Let’s Call the 
Whole Thing Off’ in a very engaging 
manner. She has a nice voice and 
an ingratiating style. Miss Gale, 
coming on as an amateur that isn’t, 
works a song.number with Meroff. 
She has played a single in vaude- 
ville and will not remain perma- 
nently with the Meroff outfit. Which 
is too bad. One of the bandsmen, 
introed as Larry O’Toole, twists an 
Irish number into laughs. 

Meroff’s orchestra handles songs 
and arrangements ably, but on occa- 
sion lays on the brass heavier than’s 
necessary unless the date 1s Harlem. 








Char. 


JOHNNY WOODS 
Mimic 

6 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 


Tall, rangy youth who crowds a 
wealth of imitations into a routine 
that’s paced so fast that they either 
catch ’em on the fly or not at all. 
Woods’ lone equipment is the mike 
and the sweep of his subjects ex- 
tends beyond mike and film names. 
The repertoire includes one on Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and another on Al 
Smith. Latter proves not so hot, but 
as for the takeoff on the chief exec- 
utive Woods uncorks an approxima- 
tion that tops everything else he 
does. 

Act can be fitted into almost any 
type of bill and sold handsomely to 
any tvpe of audience. It’s a natural 
for nite clubs. Odec. 


JIMMY DORSEY ORCHESTRA (2) 
With Freda Sullivan, June Richmond 
15 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Winding up a tour east from the 
Coast, where he had a lengthy stay, 
Jimmy Dorsey is only average for 
theatres. Music, well suited for 
dancing, is unexciting on the stage 
in comparison to such showmanly 
outfits as Fred Waring and several 
of the other ace theatre orchestras. 
Lacks distinction and style. 

Makeup of the unit consists of five 
brasses, three saxes and a rhythm 
section of four men, plus Dorsey's 
clarinet. Drummer is featured in 
one number, ‘Old Man Harlem,’ 
while Dorsey comes in for repeated 
attention. Besides the usual rhythm 
numbers, band does two novelty 
tunes, arrangement of Rimsky-Kor- 
sakov’s ‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ 
and ‘Parade of the Milk Bottle Caps,’ 
both fair for. variation, but too long. 

Spotted with the band are Freda 
Sullivan and June Richmond. For- 
mer is a sassy-looking little lady 
with grace and taste in garb. Wears 
a white lace gown with long, semi- 
transparent skirt—theatrical and be- 
coming. Her act staris with leisurely 
stepping, then works into acrobatic 
flips and gradually faster turnovers 
for a strong flash. Latter portion is 
best. She’s okay for the niteries on 
her own. 

June Richmond, about 200 Ibs. of 
colored hot-shouting, is blest with 
plenty of pep and an infectious per- 
sonality. Between short stands at 
the mike, she goes into frequent 
strut and shuffle sessions, in which 
she has considerable skill consider- 
ing her size. Currently offering 
‘Darktown Strutters Ball,’ a forte ar- 
rangement and delivery of ‘Shoe 
Shine Boy,’ and an elaborate effort 
on ‘Peckin’,’ which misses despite 
the noise. 

The band unit in toto shapes up as 
fair stage divertissement, but Dor- 
sey’s record and radio rep exceeds 
his visual impression. Hobe. 


ANITA JAKOBI 
Dancing 

4 Mins. 

Stanley, Pitts. 

Good-looking blonde is an acro- 
batic hoofer with a distinctly win- 
ning style. It isn’t her tricks, it’s 
the way she does them. She does 
all of the twists, turns and spins in 
the catalog with a there’s-nothin’-to- 
it-folks ease. 

In some this apparent nonchalance, 
when customers expect the acro kids 
to be breaking their necks, might be 
resented ever so slightly, but not in 
Miss Jakobi. She has a constant 
natural smile that removes such a 





danger and has the crowd with her 
all the way, open-mouthed at her 
gracefulness and charm under the 
circumstances. She’s making a mis- 
take, however, in not digging up 
something slightly different for an 
encore. It’s too much the same. 
Sock turn here and should be that 
on any stage or in any cafe, Par- 
ticularly a natural for the latter 


spots. Cohen, 
FRANCE and LA PELL 

Risley 

4 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


Simply the unrelieved show opener 
from vaude’s dark ages, without a 
single new wrinkle to brush it up or 
lend novelty. France and LaPell, 
garbed in Latin American duds, offer 
lifts. All might be impossible for 
the theatregoer, but they’re so com- 
mon after all these years they look 
easy. And no imagination or show- 
manshin is used to dress them up to 
look difficult. Hobe. 





band, including a pint-sized pianist, 
who had to bob up and down to peer 
over piano and watch baton of house 
maestro, Enrico Leide, in order to 
keep up with rest of tooters. 

Pic is ‘San Quentin’ (WB) and 
there was standing room only when 
first show broke. Luch, 


Sing, Dance, Laugh Revue 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Sept. 12. 
Lots of comedy, a bit too much 
dancing and a couple of sock novelty 
acts characterize this one, owned 
and produced by Nick Sanin, who 
directs band, Troubadors of Swing, 
numbering 14, counting seven house 


tooters. Show runs 48 mins. and 
there’s 17 in company. 
Charles and Jean Travis open 


with a tap routine to ‘Swing for 
Sale,’ Alice DuVal, singer, following 
warbling ‘There’s a Lull in My Life’ 
and ‘All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm.’ 
An acro musical novelty by Bill 
Harris warmed the patrons up at 
this point. Harris between toots on 
the clarinet dances to ‘Sing, Baby. 
Sing’ and does a bit of bending and 
twisting that had the audience ready 
for the inevitable ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 
But Harris fooled ’em by including 
acrobatics while playing the instru- 
ment that won him rounds of ap- 
plause. Lad got down on floor and 
really went to town spinning around 
on his head and playing to custom- 
ers’ delight. He had to beg off. 
Bobby MacDonald and wife, Jill 
Paradise, pleased with their com- 
edy skit. She pulls the old inter- 
ruption stuff while he’s trying to 
sing ‘Love Bug’ and after some 


———— 


crossfire he goes into an able ex- 
hibition of hoofing to the same tune. 
After more comedy, they join in a 
fast dance routine to close to ‘Let 
Yourself Go, winding up with 
femme doing splits across width of 
stage. They scored plenty. 

Clever bag of tricks, most of ’em 
new, was exhib‘ied by Frederick 
Rasso, assisted by Singer Duval. He 
got fine hands for balancing spinning 
plate atop bow and arrow on his 
forehead and juggling five platters 
in air at same time, and his jugglin 
of cannon ball, egg and tiny wa 
of paper. 

ravis kids come back for a clever 
tango tap to ‘La Comparsita’ to ap- 
plause. Youngsters dance well to- 
gether. 

Billed as ‘Original Arizona Kid.’ 
Tom Swith reveals some new stuff 
in the dance and rope spinning line. 
Lad spins a loop hardly three feet 
in diameter and projects his long, 
lanky body through it like a rifle 
bullet. 

Freddie Beck and Olive Haynes 
presented a knockabout comedy act 
that went over fine. Gags pair use 
were fresh, at least to Cap customers. 
Woman does a lot of mugging that 
gets the laughs. Their comic sing- 
ing of ‘Sweethearts’ Dream,’ fol- 
lowed by a knockdown, drag out 
waltz to same tune, also roused the 
risibilities of customers. 

Travis pair bounced on to a fast 
tap to ‘Mendel’s Son Swing’ and 
were followed by each act doing bits 
of their stuff for finale, all singing 
when traveler closed. 

Pic is ‘Armored Car’ (Univ) and 
biz was okay despite auto giveaway 





| 


at baseball park at final game of sea- 
son, which put in over 10,000 cus- 
tomers. Luch. 
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NOTE: Mr: Wilkerson wrote this be- 
fore he heard about_the extraordinary 
business on “DOUBLE OR NOTHING,” 
which broke the House Record for a 
week’s attendance at the PARAMOUNT 


. Theatre, New York; equalled the sensa- 


tional run of “ARTISTS AND MODELS” 
at the CHICAGO Theatre, Chicago; did 
the best three-day business in six 
months at the UNITED STATES 
Theatre, Paterson; and the best week- 


end business in the last five months 
at the SAENGER Theatre, New Orleans. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents @ complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given tn Variety and the running time of prints are snciuded.) 
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WEEK . MEN 
OF TITLE | PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME KEVIEWED 
RELEASE ‘ MINS. BY VARIETY 
A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 58 9/15 
7/30/37 WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
' LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 70 8/4 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes . H. McFadden 
4 EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F, MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 13 7/21 
e TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V Lee 93 7/14 
J WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 6/30 
ik VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I. Cummings 11S 8/4 
§ THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A, Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
: MARRY THE GIRL WB WwB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 66 8/4 
: BULLDOG DRUMMOND AT BAY . , Rep Rep Melodrama J. Lodge-D. Mackaill Norman Lee 63 8/4 
8/6/37 RANGER STEPS IN Coal Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett f 
j MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 60 8/4 
TES GOSS SARIS I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 a! 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Mono Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 67 8/4 - 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action -- Geerge O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott ¥ 
SEA RACKETEERS A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Hevburn-J, Madden H. MacFadden 64 8/25 at 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel 20th Western J. M. Breown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield , a 
YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab 20th Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 ee 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm. Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth G4 9/1 a 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles_ . King Vidor 70 7/28 at 
; SAN QUENTIN WB WwB Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 ae 
8/13/37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 70 8/18 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Mutdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 2 
ARTISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 95 8/4 : 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lerd Richard Rosson 60 7/21 ok 
ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN : Sol Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr C. Trevor-S, Blane Allan ‘Dwan 68 7/21 = 
HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butier 81 8/7/34 6 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F. McDonald 65 9/1 Q 
. DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB wB Western Diek Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly i 
8 20/37 OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Col Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark ' E. B. Schoedsack 61 9/8 M 
SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mono Drama R. Toomey-E, Ralston B. Lynwood : 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E. Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 115 8/18 hi; 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 8/18 “By 
, HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 65 ‘ 
PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 
FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Beurne D. Silverstein 66 8/11 
LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 20th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 10 8/11 
MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M. LeRoy WB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WB Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Wm. Clemens 
8/27/37 IT’S ALL YOURS Wm. Perlberg Col Comedy M. Carroli-F. Lederer E. Nugent 
: _ KING SOLOMON’S MINES .GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
4 ; TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
; BAD GUY Harry Rapf MGM Metodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 64 9/1 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mono Western D. Merrill-Lambie . William Nigh 
ON SUCH A NIGHT Em. Cohen Par Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 71 8/18 
| MAKE A WISH Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-B. Rathbone K. Neumann 15 8/25 
4 THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Metodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 66 8/18 
ij WESTERN GOLD Sol Wurtzel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 56 
| DEAD END Sam Goldwyn UA Drama S. ‘Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 90 8/4 
MAN WHO CRIED WOLF E. M. Asher U Melodrama L, Stone-B. Reed L. R. Foster 
. CONFESSION WB WwB Rom-Drama K. Francis-I. Hunter Joe Mav 85 7/21 
/3/37 «tf HAPPENED IN HOLLYWOOD M. Connolly Col Comedy R.' Dix-Fay Wray H. Lachman 
cei ANGWAY GB GB Comedy Jessie Matthews Sonnie Hale 90 8/18 
SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT Schertzinger GN Musical Cagney-E. Daw Schertzinger 90 9/1 
BIG CITY Norman Krasna MGM Melodrama Tracy-Rainer F. Borzage 715 9/15 
GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mono Outdoor T. Keene-C. Henry R. N. Bradbury 
_ SOULS AT SEA Hathaway-Jones Par Drama Cooper-Raft H,. Hathaway R9 8/11 
LIFE OF THE PARTY E. Kaufman RKO Musical G. Raymond-H. Hilliard W. A. Seiter 86 8/25 
| SHEIK STEPS OUT H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr Novarro-L. Lane Irving Pichel 65 1/28 
TH_N ICE R. Griffith 20th Musical Henie-Power-Treacher S. Lanfield 18 8/25 
PRISONER OF ZENDA D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr R. Colman-M. Carroll J. Cromwell 100 9/1 
VARSITY SHOW L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-Waring-Healy W. Keighley 120 8/11 
9/10/37 COUNSEL FOR CRIME W. MaeDonald Col Melodrama O. Kruger-J. Wells John Brahm 
- HERE’S FLASH CASEY M. & A. Alexander GN Comedy E. Linden-B. Mallory Lynn Shores 
THE WOMEN MEN MARRY M. Fessier MGM Drama J. Hutchinson-G. Murphy Earl Taggart 68 
ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN B. P. Schulberg Par Com-Dr W. Gargan-O. Heyward Erle Kenton 
NNAPOLIS SALUTE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Dr J. Ellison-M. Hunt Chris Cabanne 65 
BORNEO M. Johnson 20th Outdoor Mr. & Mrs. M. Johnson T. Talley 15 9/8 
WILD AND WOOLY John, Stone 20th Com-Dr J. Withers-P. Moore Al Werker 90 7/21 
TOM SAWYER D. O. Selznick UA Com-Dr T. Kelly-E. Patterson H. C. Potter 
100 MEN AND A GIRL J. Pasternak U Musical Durbin-Stokowski-Menjou H. Koster 85 9/8 
WINE, WOMEN AND HORSES WB WB Com-Dr B. MacLane-A. Sheridan Louis King 
PRAIRIE THUNDER Bryan Foy WB Western D. Foran-E. Clancy B. Eason 
9/17/37 ’ GAME THAT KILLS H. L. Decker Col Melodrama C. Quigley-R. Hayward D. R. Lederman 
RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED A., Herman GN Outdoor J. Newill-C, Hughes Al Herman 
THIRTEENTH GUEST (Reissue) M. H. Hoffman Mono Mystery G. Rogers-L. Talbot Albert Ray 65 9/6/32 
THE FIREFLY Hunt Stromberg MGM Operetta J. MacDonald-Allan Jones R. Z. Leonard 140 7/28 
MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH MGM MGM Comedy E. M. Oliver-J. Beecher Geo. B. Seitz 16 
THIS WAY PLEASE M. Shauer Par Musical B. Rogers-B. Grable Robt. Florey 72 9/15 
% VICTORIA THE GREAT H. Wilcox RKO Biog Neéagle-Walbrook Herb. Wilcox 110 8/25 
j VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett Irv. Cummins 105 8/4 ; 
; LADY FIGHTS BACK Ed Grainger U Drama I. Hervey-K. Taylor Milt Carruth * 
THAT CERTAIN WOMAN R. Lord WwB Drama B. Davis-H. Fonda Ed. Goulding 91 8/4 
; 9/21/37 WALLABY JIM OF ISLANDS B. Barsky GN Rom-Dr G. Huston-R. Coleman Chas. Lamont 
+ , TEX RIDES WITH BOY SCOUTS E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 
THE BRIDE WORE RED J. Mankiewicz MGM Com-Dr J. Crawford-Tone D. Arzner 
STARS OVER ARIZONA R. N. Bradbury Meno Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
3 SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST Par Par Melodrama G. Michael-L, Crabbe C. Reisner 62 9/8 
, 40 NAUGHTY GIRLS Wm. Seiter RKO Mystery J. Gleason-ZaSu Pitts Edw. Cline 63 9/8 
52ND STREET W. Wanger UA Musical K. Baker-P. Patterson Harold Young 
BEHIND THE MIKE Lew Brock U Com-Dr W. Gargan-J. Barrett Sid Salkow 
BACK IN CIRCULATION S. Bischoff WB Com-Rom P. O’Brien-Biondell R. Enright 100 7/28 
* 10/1/37 KING OF SIERRAS M. H. Hoffman GN Western Rex-Sheik (horses) Arthur Rosson 
1 Sieg CONQUEST B. H. Hyman MGM Hist-Rom Garbo-Chas. Boyer Clarence Brown 
A BRIDE FOR HENRY Mrs. W. Reid Mono Com-Rom Ann Nagel-W. Hull William Nigh 
HIGH, WIDE AND HANDSOME A. Hornblow Par Rom-Dr Irene Dunne-R. Scott R. Mamoulian 110 7/28 
: MUSIC FOR MADAME Jesse L. Lasky RKO Musical N. Martini-J. Fontaine J. Blystone 17 9/15 
BOOTS AND SADDLES Sol C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-J. Allen Joseph Kane 
LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE H. Wilson 20th Musical Ritz Bros.-P. Brooks W. A. Seiter 
if CARNIVAL QUEEN Robt. Presnell U Melodrama D. Kent-R. Wilcox Nate Wait 
es LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA Henry Blanke WwB Biog Paul Muni-G. Sondegaard Wm. Dieterle 123 6/20 
LOVE IS ON THE AIR Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom R. Reagan-June Travis Nick Grinde 61 9/15 
: AWFUL TRUTH Everett Riskin Col Comedy I. Dunne-Carey Grant Leo McCarey 
* 10/8/37 PARTNERS IN CRIME Par Par Melodrama L. Overman-R, Karns Ralph Murnhy 62 
| SATURDAY’S HEROES Robt. Sisk RKO Football Van Heflin-M. Marsh Edw. Killy 
d LANCER SPY S. G. Engel 20th Drama D. Del Rio-G. Sanders-Lorre G. Ratoff 
: ROLL ALONG, COWBOY Sol Lesser 20th Western Smith Ballew Gus Meins 
: I MET MY LOVE AGAIN W. Wanget UA Rom-Dr J. Bennett-H. Fonda Logan-Ripley 
; IDOL OF THE CROWDS Trem Carr U Rom-D: John Wayne-S. Bromley Art Lubin 
THEY WON’T FORGET Mervyn LeRoy WB Drama C. Rains-G. Dickson Mervyn LeRoy 98 6/30 
/ Ns , - M. Connolly Col Rom-Com D. Montgomery-J. Parker Ray McCarey 
* mis ” LT OUGLE WEDDING J. Mankiewicz MGM Rom-Com Wm. Powell-M. Loy R. Thorne 
7 THE COUNTRY BEYOND R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Tom Keene R. N. Bradbury 
3 ANGEL Ernst Lubitsch Par Rom-Dr Dietrich-H. Marshall Ernst Lubiirch 99 9/15 
FIT FOR A KING David L. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown-Helen Mack Edw. Sedew ck 3 9/1 
TRIGCER TRIO Sol Siezel Repub Western Three Mesquiteers Wm. Witi-ev 
HEIDI R. Griffith 29th Rom-Dr Temole-Hersholt-Treacher Allan Dwen 
THAT’S “Y STORY Robt. Precnell U Melodrama C. Morgan-Wm, Lundigan Sid Solko 
5 FAREWEL!. AGAIN V. Saville UA , er aang L. ers rey , Eh ne Re acta 
; R THE GOAL ry ¥ WB tom-Com Wm. Hopper-June Travis oel Smitt 
ee OVER THE GOAL ___ Bryan Foy _ we Sepp as = =S s NS! OM emevanitiiimadl 
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LORETTA WARNER 


YOUNG BAXTER 


' VIRGINIA 


BRUCE 


with 


JANE DARWELL: MAURICE CASS - SIDNEY BLACKMER 
MINNA GOMBELL - MARGARET IRVING 


Directed by Walter Lang Associate Producer Raymond Griffith 
Screen play by Kathryn Scola, Darrel! Ware and Lamar Trott: 
Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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| a Labor’s Ultimatum 


(Continued from page 5) 





the West Coast studios and not now 
members of our organization, it has 
been decided to enroll all so con- 
nected with the IATSE. 

‘This action is necessary to pro- 
mote peace and harmony in the in- 
dustry and to insure the right of 
organization to those wishing affilia- 
tion and improvement in wages and 
working conditions. Please be ad- 
vised that enrollment will proceed at 
once.’ 

The letter concerning IATSE film 
credit reads: 

‘Please be advised that conforming 
to action of our general executive 
board, it will be necessary that all 
prints bear the IATSE emblem after 
Sept. 18, 1937. 

‘Will you please advise your pro- 
ducing organization that the above 
be complied with in order to insure 
projection of the prints throughout 
the country by our projectionist- 
members of the IATSE.’ 

Action of the IATSE is said to 
have been based upon requests from 
crafts dissatisfied with progress of 
negotiations with producers, . and 
threat by Committee for Industrial 
Organization to invade film industry. 

Jurisdiction claim by. the: IATSE 
will cover all workers in industry 
with exception of musicians and 
teamsters. IATSE, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians and Studio 
Transportation Drivers Union have 
close working agreement that will 
not be disturbed. 

$3,000,000 War Chest 

In giving the producers until Sept. 
18 to place the IATSE emblems on 
all films, Bioff said there will be no 
modification ofthe original plan to 
extend jurisdiction over all studio 
workers and that his organization 
has ‘a war chest of $3,000,000 to force 
demands. 

He said delegations from various 
studio. crafts have solicited aid in 
securing higher wages and improved 
working conditions, and IA intends 
to enroll them and negotiate with 
producers for working pacts. 

Film Editors Repudiate IA 

In threatening court action to fight 

off IA jurisdiction, the motion pic- 


ture film editors Monday night (13). 


issued the following statement: 
‘Film editors, their assistants and 
all other workers in the editorial 
departments of studios are unani- 
mously enrolled in the Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors. So- 
ciety is not affiliated with IATSE or 
any other organization. It has been 
recognized by producers and a col- 
lective agreement is presently being 
negotiated with representatives of 
the Society. IATSE does not rep- 
resent it and has not within its mem- 
bership any film editors or other 
editorial department workers, and 
any attempt on the part of the 
IATSE or any other organization to 
usurp jurisdiction will be fought be- 
fore the National Labor Relations 
Board, and such matters, if neces- 


’ sary, will be taken directly to courts. 
' Any statement to the effect that such 


workers have appealed for help to 
IATSE is utterly: false and absurd.’ 
The Writers Angle 

Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector of the NLRB, is watching de- 
velopments as a hearing is set for 
Sept. 27 to designate an exclusive 
bargaining agent for all writers. 
Screen Playwrights, which has a 
working agreement with the pro- 
ducers, is contesting the right of the 
Screen Writers Guild to represent 
the entire scenarist body. IA juris- 
diction demand complicates writer 
differences and may delay writer 
hearing until the situation is cleared 
up. No statement was forthcoming 
today from the Screen Actors Guild 
but secret mectings are said to be 
in progress at various studios and 
homes. Directors and writers are 
also huddling in groups on lots. 

_ Startling demands of the IA fell 
like a bombshell while the picture 
people were preparing for a week- 
end trek to mountains and beaches. 
Production was hit by meetings and 
informal conversations on _ sets. 
Everywhere in Hollywood talk cen- 
ters on the IA and whether the 
Builds will take it lying down. Town 
1S awaiting some expression from 
actors and writers, and the situation 
admittedly is causing grave concern 
among studio heads. 

Con. Film Settles Quickly 

The strike called Monday by the 
IA at Consolidated Film Industries 
Plant was short lived, with demands 


' + Of workers for wage tilts, shorter 


hours and improved working condi- 
tions accepted by the company. 
Three hundred lab workers will 
Share in wage increases up to 35%. 
Contract Signed with IA also calls 
for closed shop. 

Increased wage schedule for make- 





up artists and hair stylists was sub- 


mitted to the producers Monday by 
Bioff. Makeups are asking a hike 
on minimum weekly scale from $80 
to $112, and daily from $15 to $18. 
Hair stylists are asking a raise from 
$50 to $62.50 weekly, with those 
paid in excess of minimum to get a 
flat 1245% increase. Accumulative 
hour policy would be eliminated and 
workers receive full day’s pay for 
working any part thereof. 


ups to curb favoritism. 
The Studie Roundup 


The IATSE announced that units | 
actors, | 


to be taken over include: 
writers, directors, unit managers, as- 
sistant directors, first cameramen, 
film editors, white collar workers, 
painters, carpenters, electricians and 
janitors. Makeup artists, hair 
stylists, scenic artists and draftsmen 
were taken over this week, makeups 
and scenic artists surrendering their 
charter to Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America. 

Actors, carpenters and painters are 
only crafts which now have agree- 
ments with producers. Screen 
Actors Guild signed 10-year contract 
with producers in May after IATSE 
had intervened in its behalf and de- 
manded producers sign contract. 
Painters also-received a one-year 
pact calling for a 15% wage tilt 
through intercession of the IATSE. 
Carpenters have had an agreement 
for several years, although IATSE 
has also issued cards to more than 
500. 

Film editors and- script clerks are 
now negotiating with producers, 
while latter have refused to mect 
with Screen Directors Guild unless 
organization is divided into two 
groups; one composed of directors 
and the other of unit managers and 
assistant directors. Producers claim 
the work of two units is dissimilar 
and that conflicting judgments would 
arise. 

Screen Writers Guild and Screen 
Playwrights, Inc., are now engaged 
in fight for designation as exclusive 
bargaining representative for all 
screen writers. SWG asked National 
Labor Relations Board to call an 
election of writers to select a bar- 
gaining representative and hearing 
has been set for Sept. 27. 


Would Welcome Move 


SP, which now has a contract with 
producers, probably would welcome 
opportunity to affiliate with IATSE, 
as tops realize SWG has a large ma- 
jority of writers enroled in addition 
to having backing of Authors League 
of America. 

Extension of jurisdiction by IATSE 
will give organization a membership 
in studios of approximately 35,000, 
which together with its 15,000 the- 
atre projectionists and others would 
make it one of the most powerful 
labor organizations in the country. 

Society of Motion Picture Film 
Editors has rejected counter-pro- 
posal of producers and _ instructed 
negotiating committee to renew orig- 
inal demahds for wage tilt, shorter 
hours and improved working condi- 
tions. Edward Hannan is president 
of organization. 

Screen Actors Guild last week 
cracked down on Columbia when it 
was discovered company was using a 
non-card actor in location shots at 
Pomona for ‘College Follies of 1938.’ 
Production. was held up for hour 
and half, but company agreed player 


would be directed to join Guild and | 


shooting was allowed to continue. 





BONITA’S BOUNTIFUL 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
‘Too Much of Everything,’ featur- 
ing Bonita Granville, is in work at 
Warners with Bryan Foy producing. 
Arthur Lubin directs. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
George Bacheller acquired screen 
rights to Faith Baldwin’s novel, 
‘Spotlight.’ 
Universal purchased Stuart Har- 





dy’s novel, ‘Mountains Are My King- | 


dom.’ 


Dalton Trumbo peddled his orig- | 


inal screenplay, ‘One Minute Alone,’ 
to Metro. 


Sol Lesser signed a purchase con- | 


tract with Don Blanding, of Hono- 
lulu, for screen rights to ‘Stowaway 
in Paradise.” 


George Bilson sold his original 
screenplay, “That's My Sister, to 
Warners. ; 

Metro purchased ‘Triumph Over 
Pain and Death, by Rene Fulop- 
Miller. 


Leo McCarey has taken a 30-day 
option on Zelda Raiburn’s Sateve- 
post story, ‘The Defendant Is Guilty. 


Call bu- 
reau would bein charge of Vern | 
Murdock, exec secretary, and make- | 


Revised 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
J. P. McEvoy, back from his 
| sccond world-tour in three years, 
seemed to recognize everybody 
he saw on the Par lot. At the 
Gershwin memorial concert in 
the Bowl it was the same thing. 
Even the layoffs on Hollywood 
boulevard were old familiar 
faces. 

‘What this town needs,’ said 





the globe-trotter, ‘is a new 
slogan. I offer ‘Here today, 


and here tomorrow’.’ 











Newsreels Give Chill 
To Cleveland Air Races 


Cleveland air races last week got 
the cold shoulder treatment at the 
hands of all five newsreel companies. 
It is the first time that a sporting or 
public event of this nature has been 
completely passed up by the news- 
| reel boys since all five agreed to 
| ignore the Rose Bowl football game 
| and parade when authorities at 
| Pasadena asked for certain rights 


;} and coin. 

At least one newsreel executive 
| summarized the situation by saying 
| that the decision to give no coverage 
was reached because it was felt that 
the newsreels were being made tools 
| of air race officials to make a pro- 
duction for nothing. And that this 
| production later could be used for 
| profit to the aerial meet officials as 
| well as advance bally for future 
race contests they might stage. 

| One reel protested to the mayor of 
| Cleveland, to the council and all 
| responsible city officials about the 
restrictions but to no avail. Biggest 
squawk was over the contract that 
| the National Air ‘Races of Cleveland 
asked newsreels to sign before being 
permitted to take pictures. 

The news weekly officials objected 
particularly to the third section of 
contract: they. were offered for 
signaturing. This would have given 
the Air Race officials the right to 
sell film at $2 per foot, after it had 
been photographed and turned over 
by the newsreel companies. Aside 
from the money involved, the news- 
reel,execs feared possibility of law- 
suits over a period of three years 
after the race meet since it left them 
open to legal actions by persons who 
might appear in the photographed 
scenes once they were used in a 
feature or short production. 











Giving It a Twist 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Script of the next Miriam Hopkins 
starrer at RKO is being prepared 
by John Twist. 
Edward Kaufman will produce. the 
yet untitled film. 


He'll Show the Way 


> Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Radio has spotted John , Beal for 
the male lead in ‘Highway to Hell,’ 
which Maury Cohen will produce. 
Lew Landers is set to direct the 


film, whi 1 roll this month. 
CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Tyrone Power has drawn a new 
| playing termer at 20th-Fox with a 
calary hike. 

Sammy McKim, moppet player, 
| handed a Republic termer. 

Warners signatured Edward Ro- 
quello to an optioned termer. 

Otto Ludwig Preminger rated a 
new 20th-Fox directing ticket. 

Douglas Scott’s option hoisted at 
| 20th-Fox. 

Option on Gene Kornman, 20th- 
| Fox still fotog, lifted. 

George Bassman has a new 
straight year’s ticket at Metro as 
composer. arranger and conductor. 

John Russell, four-year-old, has 
been placed under term contract as 
a Republic player. 

Options on Irma Wilson and Eliza- 
beth Palmer, 20th-Fox stock ac- 
| tresses, validated. 

Dixie Dunbar had option lifted on 
her 20th-Fox pact. 
| Hal Roach picked up the option 

on Winstead ‘Doodles’ Weaver. 
| Waldo Salt and Hugo Butler drew 
| scripting termers at Metro. 
| Joan Davis handed new ticket with 
| hiked paycheck at 20th-Fox. 
| Selznick International optioned 
| Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
| 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
| 














Universal changed ‘Blonde Dyna- 
| mite’ to ‘Some Blondes Are Danger- 

ous. 
| Warners decided against switchin? 

‘Tovarich’ to “‘Tonight’s Our Night’ 

and reverted to the original tag. ; 
| Monogram's ‘The Country Beyond 
| gets ‘Where Trails Divide’ as iis re- 
| lease title. 


Para- 
of the 


sidv thud-and-thunderer at 
mount, now is ‘Partners 
} Plains.’ 


‘Men Must Fight,” Hopalong Cas- | 








The Girls’ Eye View 


By Marian Squire 


Sonja a Dream on Ice 

Even going through Hollywood’s glamour mill couldn’t turn Sonja Henie 
into a button-mold blonde. She remains a distinct personality with the 
deepest dimples since Lillian Walker, and a dream on ice—not meaning 
the popular slang term. 

Since the setting is Switzerland, and you know what Miss Hente ts 
famous for, she appears mostly in skating and skiing cosi\umes, and very 
decorative, too, in short fluted skirts and high glittering headdresses, Her 
skiing costumes are Dutch-boy effects with long trousers and short double- 


| breasted jackets. 


It hardly seems necessary to compare Tyrore Power with Robert Taylor. 
Can't Mr. Power be an engaging young juvenile on his own, since he’s such 
an entirely difforent type pictorially? 

Although ‘she’ has been pretty definitely established as the correct pro- 
nunciation of ski, all concerned stick to the ‘k’ sound in speaking of the 
popular sport, ritht in its own home town too. 

George Givot turns up as Miss Henie’s disappointed suitor long enough 
to be relieved by his cesh by Raymond Walburn, Miss Henie’s uncle. 
Arthur Treacher, the perfect butler, is servant to the prince, Mr. Power. 
And, for once, the prince gets to marry the girl of b's choice without 
threatening international complications, because it’s all in fun anyway. 

The skating ballet is well worth seeins and Miss Henie ballets better 
on ice than many dancers do without skates. 

The Big Apple on Roxy Rostrum 

The Big Apple takes, place at the Roxy, in campus setting with delegates 
from North and South Carolina, complete with Billy Spivey, who is intro- 
duced as author of the ‘Big Apple Swin~.’ The dance, as expressed by 
the collegiates, is far from quiet. While it isn’t the bravl staved by the 
sepians at the WJZ studio, it’s still not a thing to be indulged in if you're 
worried about your arteries. 

The Gae Foster girls assist, wearing black and white striped sweaters, 
half in deep rose skirts and half in yellow, ‘Rose (no longer Baby) Marie 
still seems a bit young to be singing about feeling like Vesuvius when she’s 
kissed, but that’s a matter of taste. And she surely eats up that Big Apple, 
in the collegiate swing session. 





‘B’way Melody’ and the Gals’ Costumes 

A well known horse and an unknown actress both make good in ‘Broad- 
way Melody,’ Stardust the horse that saves the day, and Eleanor Powell, 
the actress that’saves Robert Taylor’s show. 

Miss Powell dances in one glittering feminine evening gown, but seems 
happiest hoofing in the tailored slacks and Buster Brown collared frocks 
she generally affects, looking particularly well in a riding habit for which 
she has the required slimth. , 

Robert Taylor has no opportunity to prove loyalists’ contention that he 
can act as well as he looks, but personable is the word for Robert as the 
young producer on whom Binnie Barnes has set a predatory eye. i 

Miss Barnes, wife of henpecked Raymond Walburn, looks best in a tail- 
ored white suit with black ascot and whiie cartwheel hat. She's an ex- 
chorine who makes her wealthy husband finance go in for track activities 
—like Una Merkel and Frank Morgan in ‘Saratoga’—but no matter. 

Sophie Tucker wrings a sentimental Broadway tenr, singint about the 
old stréet in metal cloth with collar and belt of jewels ‘and brilliants, Judy 
Garland, as Sophie Tucker's daughter, gets the audience in a ‘crush’ song 
to Clark Gable, and takes) the ‘Sing’ number apart in a little girl frock 
with a little round hat to match her big round eyes. 

Robert Benchley, minus ‘much of his silhouetie but none of his lure, is 
on all too briefly. Willie Howard, as Robert ‘Snorer’ Wildhack’s audience, 
greatly enhances the sneeze lecture, and there is fun with Buddy Ebsen, 
Billy Gilbert and Charles'Grapewin, mixed up with tuneful musie and 
Miss Powell's tapping, with and without'George Murphy. And there's a 
very swish gag, cleaned up—but ‘not much—in the ‘Tamilton Brown’ cast- 
ing office scene. ’ 

Capitol’s Face-Lift OK for Makeup 

There’s no truth to the rumor that the staid old Canitol has installed 
love seats. Not for the reason you think, either, according to the manage- 
ment. It isn’t practical, they said, beeause if two people sat too close toe 
gether someone would be sure to try and squeeze into the space left over. 

But there is new carpeting throughout and the aisles in the orchestra 
have been made almost twice as wide, greatly mitigating the danger of 
skull crashes in the dark between incoming and outgoing patrons. Seats 
are staggered so that no one sits directly behind the other, thus aiding you 
to curb your impulse to bash the lady in the big hat. — 

Nothing had to be done to the divans, which were already the most 
spacious and comfortable in town. . The same old door with the paint 
chipped off leads to the handsomely redecorated ladies’ lounge. It’s been 
done over in cream, white and gold, and has nice bright lights for nose- 
powdering, instead of that illumination peculiar to retiring rooms, wich 
makes you look like you’d spent 24 hours in a damp cellar without food or 
drink. 

All in all, an amazing amount of work was done in a short space of time 





The Anonymous Minskys—And Bumps 

Minsky is still a naughty word in the best burlesque circles, hence the 
management of the newly opened ‘Follies Brassiere’ at the Oriental, N. Y., 
is billed as ‘Guess Who?’ Costumes are new and clean, neither adjective 
applying to the comedy offered by Hank Henry, Al Parker and Steve Mills. 

The strip sneaks coyly back, but it’s done to a faster tempo—a very fine 
point no doubt. Gladys Fox parts with her long black velvet gown, but 
retains black stockings and black lace panties with Miss Parker showing 
between the garments. Annette retains little but her unshakable poise in 
her peel numbcr. 

Ensemble upper halves are bared only for flashes, except in a fow scenes 
where exposure is scattered and immobile. Grinds are back in the chorus, 
with bumps reserved for principals. 

Miss Queenie King energetically bumps a string of rhinestones which 
serve as trunks and tosses a feather boa that takes the place of a bras- 
siere, in a jungle number. Jeanne and Gloria (‘The Rave of Paree,” says 
the billing) clad in flowing transparent black, contribute a dance which is 
either obscure symbolism or a challenge to the authorities. Since they 
don’t smile, it's probably ‘art.’ 

Barbara Doane dances in an attractive rhumba dress of white ruffles_ 
piped in red, and winds up in a string of gold beads, giving her all to her 
art, figuratively speaking. 

A white tie touch was lent to Friday’s opening with huge boxes of 
flowers passed ceremoniously over the footlights to She Oriental’s ‘per- 
sonality girls, Barbara Doane and Gladys Fox. 

And in honor of the veterans’ invasion, an announcer breathlessly told 
the audience that next week’s American Legion Follies would be compiete 
with ‘Millie From Armentieres’—the lady being programmed in the more 
conventional style as ‘Mile’, 

Constance Bennett’s Beauty Aids 

Following in the footsteps of Sally (fan) Rand, Constance Bennett has 
launched a new line of cosmetics. Not only a new line of makeup, but a 
new line of thought. Dispensing with all color nuances, Miss Bennett 
maintains that all women are either light or dark. No peach tone, or 
mauve or orange, or the like. Therefore, she presents two shades of every- 
thing—no more, no less. She doesn’t claim a cure-all for whatever ails 
your school-girl complexion. Her flamour aids ave strictly for healthy 
skins, and a very nice—but expensive—package they make. Stick to a 
routine, use pure ingredients and don’t expect miracles—is Miss Bennett's 
(publicized) philosophy. 

P. S. Mary Pickford’s line of beauty aids is penciled in to follow. 
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Exhibs Talk Only 2 Weekly Changes 
| As Means to Halt Eating Up Pix Fast 








Mianeapolis, Sept. 14. 
With the idea of hitting Para- 
mount and other major distributors 


who are still demanding percentage 
deals on new-season product, Twin 
City independent exhibitors, members 
of Northwest Allied States, are hold- 
ing meetings to discuss the advisa- 
bility of fewer weekly changes in 
their neighborhood houses. 


It is proposed that the larger the- 
atres now using three changes a 
week curtail to two, with four ana 
three-day runs, and that houses now 
using four or five changes cut down 
to three. In this way, President 
Ww. A. Steffes of Northwest Allied 
pointed out, less product would be 
necessary. The question that arises, 
however, is whether business would 
be adversely affected and, if so, to an 
extent that would more than offset 
the savings to be derived from the 
purchase of fewer companies’ out- 
put. 

The percentage proposition is still 
a thorn in the independents’ side. 
Twentieth-Fox, Metro, U.A., and Par- 
amount insist they’re still standing 

at on percentage deals despite the 
hight against such deals by Twin City 
independent exhibitors. On the other 
hand, Northwest Allied officials 
claim that 20th-Fox, which originally 
demanded eight percentage pictures, 
is now willing to sell contracts with 
only two, that in out-of-town situa- 
tions it has been selling flat and that 
Twin City exhibitors are being dis- 
criminated against. Inside dope is 
that the boys are making deals with 
Metro on a percentage basis, thus 
doing some discriminating on their 
own hook. 


St. Paul, Sept. 14. 

Twin City Independent Neigh- 
borhood Exhibitors and the North- 
west Allied members voted unani- 
mously to cut down weekly changes, 
slicing off one and in some instances 
two pictures so that they can get 
along on less product and operate 
without buying from companies in- 
sisting on percentage deals. 


Giannini and Schenck 
Among the Notables 
Back from Europe Mon. 


Dr. A. H. Giannini, president of 
— Artists, returned feom abroad 

onday (13). In Burope he met 
with several of the U.A.’s continental 
representatives and diseussed the 
new U.A. association with Odeon 
theatres. Odeon camprises a chain 
of around 223 theatres in England, 
and in which U.A. now owns a 50% 
interest. 


Dr. Gianninni returned on the 
Normandie, which carried quite a 
load of showfolk, including Joseph 
M. Schenck, chairman of the board 
of 20th Century-Fox; Stanton Griffis, 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee of Paramount; Sol A. Rosenblatt, 
attorney; Margaret Bannerman, Lon- 
don actress; Hunt Stromberg, Metro 
producer; William Dieterle, director; 
Irvin Marks, Paris agent, among 
others. 


Most of Dr. Giannini’s business 
efforts while abroad were in regard 
to Odeon. He also accepted a place 
on the directorate of United Artists, 
Ltd., U.A.’s foreign subsid over there. 
Oscar Deutsch, Odeon chieftain, also 
was made a director of U.A.’s for- 
eign subsid. This, of course, links 
the Odeon interests closer to the U.A. 








interests. Giannini and Deutsch re- 
Place Arthur Kelly and F. L. 
Guedella. 


For some reason, the Normandie 
@ouldn’t take aboard newspapermen 
and others, except immigration 
and customs officials, from the 
U. S. Coast Guard cutter, which 
Met the steamer, down the bay, 
When the French line flagship got 
in Monday (13). Not all the im- 
migration and customs officials were 
able to get aboard, either, so that 
quite a body of men, including one 
woman, were compelled to sail back 
On the cutter to South Ferry and 
then taxi up to the pier to meet the 
arriving steamer, 


The steamer brought back many 
Rotables on this trip, and the trip 
on the cutter down the bay was in 
aa rainy weather, One explana- 

on for the French boat’s refusing 
oe take on the cutter party was 

at the choppy sea and untoward 





Film Cans at Fairs 


Des Moines, Sept. 14, 

Every industry has its by-product 
but it took an enterprising Iowan to 
find profit in picture ‘pie tins.’ 

During the Iowa state fair last 
week so many Iowa housewives were 
seen carrying film reel containers 
under their arms that people began 
to ask questions, That’s how it all 
came out. 


Some time ago a man (his identity 
has not been established definitely) 
visited the moving picture exchange 
houses in Des Moines and asked for 
their empty containers. Since thé 
average life of a film is about 90 
days and since the worn film is 
junked, the empty containers pile up 
rapidly. Distributors were glad to 
get rid of the containers and charged 
the man nothing for them. 


Man traveled to county fairs all 
over the state and had no difficulty 
in convincing housewives that the 
containers were ‘just the thing’ to 
use in taking pies (plate and all) to 
picnics or fairs. They were useful 
for other things too—cookies, cakes, 
sandwiches or what have you. 


When the film exchanges found the 
containers had value they charged 
small amounts for them, but stiil 
there was good profit in the resale, 
despite the fact they were retailing 
at the Iowa state fair for only a 
nickel each. 


DIVORCEMENT 
APPEAL NOT 
TIL SPRING 


Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 

Francis Murphy, state attorney 
general of North Dakota, has ac- 
cepted the offer of Northwest Allied 
States to furnish him legal aid in 
defending the constitutionality of the 
theatre divorcement law whieh Para- 
mount and the Publix circuit are 
attacking in the federal court. For- 
mer State Supreme Gourt Justice J. 
P. Devaney of Minnesota, counsel 
for Northwest Allied States, will be 
associated with Murphy on the state’s 
side in the eourt battie, President 
W. A. Steffes of Northwest Allied, 
announced, It also was announced 
that Abram F, Myers, chief eounsel 
for national Allied States, wil assist 
the state alo with two other 
prominent North akota lawyers, 
which Northwest Allied is retaining 
for this purpose. 


The law would compel Publix to 
relinquish its N. D. theatres and the 
plaintiffs in the preseat suit to knock 
it out are prepared to earry their 
fight to the U. S. supreme eourt, if 
necessary, they say. In the present 
action, they are asking for a per- 
manent injunetion to prohibit its en- 
forcement when it becomes effective 
next year. They also seek to have 
it declared unconstitutional, 

Indications now are that the suit 
will not come to trial until late in 
the winter or next spring. The 
papers were not served on the state 
until last week and the latter has 
30 days to file an answer, Judge 
Devaney and L, B. Schwarts, his as- 
sociate here, are now at work with 
Attorney General Murphy on the 
answer, 


‘School Book Matinees’ 
Henryetta, Okjda., Sept. 14. 

A total of 1,874 sehool books were 
received at the two ‘school book’ 
maitisees sponsored by the Morgan 
theatre here. The books were 
turned over to the school superin- 
tendent. 

















ous for transferring passengers from 
the cutter to the steamer. Another 
explanation, uncorroborated, referred 
to reports that day that the Norman- 
die had met with mishap to one of 
its four propellers and therefore was 
taking no chances of becoming 
stalled while engaged in transferring 
an unusually heavy load of cutter 
passengers to the incoming boat. 
Owing to the heavy passenger list 


Weather made it extremely hazard-there were two cutters, 
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UA, Chi, Stickup Foiled 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Attempted robbery of United Art- 
ists here was foiled shortly after 
midnight Sunday (12) when Norman 
Brown, assistant manager, and Don- 
ald Stonesifer, Brinks express mes- 
senger, captured Robert Brenner. 

Brenner is alleged to have robbed 
Brown of $6, and after being con- 
vinced that Brown couldn’t open the 
safe to get the $9,000 day’s receipts, 
went to the balcony to see the show. 
Stonesifer came in shortly after- 
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Hays Directors to Huddle 
Month on Educa 
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N. Y. Ops’ 10%, Tilt 


A 10% increase for the booth 
operators of Greater New York, ex- 
cepting de called for 





luxers, is 





ward, and he and Brown nabbed 
him. 





Cleveland, Sept. 14. | 

Another epidemic of theatre rob- 
beries is hitting downtown houses. 
Last week’s victim was Aaron Moses’ 
Carter, holding ‘Ecstasy’ -for 10th 
week, which was stuck up for $122. 
Gunman shoved gat under nose of 
cashier, Elizabeth St. Clair, who took 
it for a gag until he threatened to 
blast her. 

She pushed the alarm buzzer for 
help but had to shove the money | 
when nobody showed up. When he | 
took a powder, girl fainted and sont | 
out of booth into lobby. It was her | 
first stick-up experience. 


Theatres Agam 
Placed in Middle 
By Emoire Vs. 306 


Outbreak of fresh hostilities be- 
tween the rival N. Y. Local 306 and} 
Empire State operator unions, high- 
lighted by stench bombings in 21 
houses Sunday night (12), threatens 
to place picture house operators in 
the middle once more and this time 
may mean a showdown through in- 
tervention of city authorities or in 
some other manner. Bombings fol- 
lowed recent appearance of Empire 
pickets in front of large downtown 
theatres which employ 306 booth- 
men. 

Situation has reached the point | 
where open charges by the 306 
and Empire unions, leading to a pos- | 
sible final solution of the mess, are | 
likely to bring matiers out in the | 
open and mean a quick battle from | 
which one survivor will emerge. 
Recently 306 has been making a 
drive for non-union houses of lesser 
importance as a means of strength- 
ening its position and, viewing a 
merger with Empire as dubious, has 
been trying to win over the less than 
50 theatres which. continue with 
Emp men. The Sunday night bomb- 
ings may set off the spark that will 
mean open and dangerous warfare. 
Empire union has had _ difficulty 
maintaining its position againgt 306, 
especially since latter took In the 
other indie op union, Allied, and ran 
its membership up to 2,100 booth- 
men. 

It has withstood many efforts to 
force a merger and succeeded in re- 
taining the Springer & Cocalis houses 
last February after it was feared | 
they were going over to 306. Bomb- | 
ings occurred in a number of the S. 
& C. theatres at that time but S. & C. 
entered into a new contract with 
Empire. 

Six of these S. & C. houses were 
lost to Empire last Saturday (11) 
when they went under the operation 
of the Skourases and latter put 306 
men into the booths. These six 
theatres were included in the stench- 
ing Sunday night (12), balance be- 
ing in the Springer-Cocalis group. 
Operations are in the Bronx and 
Manhattan, all being subsequent 
runs. A total of 50 persons were 
slightly injured by the bombs. No 
arrests were made, 

In view of the fact that the at- 
tacks followed replacement of Emp 
men in six houses Saturday (11) and 
that 306 has assertedly been ne-| 
gotiating with the S. & C. chain | 
to put in its operators, the 306 union | 
makes much of the bombings. In| 
a prepared statement, 306 also notes 
that not a single Empire picket any- | 
where in Greater New York was on |} 
duty, as usual, the night of the bomb | 
tossings. 




















Eddie Burke with Loew’s 


Eddie Burke, house manager of | 
the Roxy, N. Y., for the past several | 
weeks, moved his desk down the)! 
street to Loew's State. 

It’s a temporary spot, as assistant | 
to Al Rosen, State manager, until 
Loew's can find a house for him to. 
take over on his own. \ 


This 


| under a tentative agreement, sub- 


ject to further negotiation, which 
has been reached between man- 
agers and representatives of Local 
306, Moving Picture, Machine Oper- 
ators of N. Y., following numerous 
meetings during the past week. 
increase for all but de luxe 
houses, if final, which it is confi- 
dently expected it will be, was 


agreed upon by the managers after 
a prior offer had been turned down. 

Theatres at first offered a 5% 
boost this year and 5% more next 
year. When this was turned down 
the union suggested 10% and the 
managers indicated that would be 
okay. The increase would be retro- 


| active to Sept. 1 and would be paid 


as soon as contracts are drawn and 
signed. The 10% would go to de- 
fray cuts which were taken in 
houses other than de luxers, ques- 
tion of new contracts for latter 
group being subject to further par- 
leying. 

Local 306 originally asked for a 
48% increase from all houses and 
indicated it would‘hold out for this 
amount, making it appear possible 
that arbitration would be essential. 


MPLS. WOULD NIX 
MORE THEATRE 
BUILDING 





Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 
The city council license commit- 
tee, taking the position that Minne- 
apolis now is overseated and that 
more showhouses would be undesir- 
able from every standpoint, \ has 


gone on record against the issuance 
of more permits for new theatres. By 
a vote of four to one it rejected two 
applications for the construction of 
large independent neighborhood 
houses. 

At the same time H. L. Griffith, 
who desires to build one of the 
houses, a de luxe theatre to cost 
$200,000 or more in one of the most 
exclusive neighborhood _ sections, 
has announced his determination to 
force the issue in the courts. He 
will seek a mandamus to compel the 
issuance of the permit. 

Proponents of the two permits 
contended that business streets and 
sections should be open to new 
theatres, that the theatres would be 
legitimate businesses to operate on 
the sites and would confer benefits 
on the neighborhood and that the 
interests now operating theatres are 
no more entitled to a monopoly than 
those engaged in other lines of 
trade. 


Representatives of the Publix cir- 
cuit and independent exhibitors ar- 
gued that there already are too 
many theatres in Minneapolis, that 
the cify is more overseated than 
other places, that their investments 
will be jeopardized if more show- 
houses are permitted and that addi- 
tional theatres will mean a poorer 
quality of entertainment. 





‘Rex Ingram, Colored 


Actor, in Bankruptcy 


Rex Ingram, Negro actor, filed an 
involuntary petition in bankruptcy 
Thursday (9) in U. S. district court, 
N. Y., listing liabilities at $9,511, and 
his only assets as $20 worth of cloth- 
ing. Ingram listed among his cred- 
itors the following: Harlem Proper- 
ties, Inc., care of Nat Goldstein, rent, 
$314: Florence D. Boharan, personal 
loans, $7,500; Rita Elston, N. Y., loan, 
$900; Pansy Lee Harper, Los Angeles, 
loan, $632, and Muller Bros.’ service 
station, Hollywood, $165. 


Ingram has been in films and legit, 





This 
tional Pix Again 


One of the most vitai matters to 
come before the quarterly directors’ 
meeting of the Hays organization 
this month will be the subject of 
visual education for public schools. 
Report of the Motion Picture Pra- 
ducers & Distributors’ committee, 
headed by Harry M. Warner, now 
is being prepared and will be pre- 
sented at this session. It is expected 
that this report will review prog- 
ress made thus far, make recom- 
mendations for the future and out- 
line suggestions for the Haysian di- 
rectors to act upon. 

A representative group of educa- 
tors. from the National Education 
Association has been reviewing all 
available shorts to glean suitable 
classroom material. This committee 
of appraisal has wound up its work, 
with every available short feature 
passed on, clipped or adapted with 
eertain deletions. This board has 
been working in cooperation with 
Arthur DeBra, representing the 
Hays organization, at 1600 Broad- 
way. But with this ‘work finished 
the office has been closed and 
DeBra is back at his regular post at 
the Hays office in N. Y. 

Not certain as yet but it is pos- 
sible that the scope of the report to 
Hays directors will include recom- 
mendations relative to some system 
of distribution for the pedagogical 
films to schools and educators in order 
to prevent any slip-up as to being 
shown at any admission fee. This is 
one of the tough wrinkles that must 
be ironed out to prevent any 
squawks about competition from 
non-theatricals as well as to insure 
a speedy and certain system of de- 
livery and pickup of the films 
booked to schools. 

Directorate’ must decide whether 
a separate organization must be set- 
up to handle this phase of the audio- 
visio educational films and future 
connection of the industry with the 
educational system in this country. 
Present indications are that it would 
be established with the Hays office 
guiding and blessing but would be 
entirely apart from its current ac- 
tivities. 





. 





Sapoliced Burlesk 
Houses Open the Way 
For Better Pix Deals 


The revenue distributors are get- 
ting from film sold to burlesque 
theatres is not yet appreciable but 
with operators making a drive for 
female trade the tendency is to book 
better pictures and this eventually 
may open up a fair field for added 
film rental. Much depends on whether 
burlesque in cleaner dress is going 
to continue and just how far the 
theatres will extend themselves in 
an effort to draw women. 

Recently burly operators have 
been starting to buy better class film, 
picking releases that are not too 
old and taking product from the ma- 
jors rather than from the minor 
indie exchanges. Using film for sev- 
eral years as a means of spacing 
shows, the burlesque houses have 
been sticking in antique features and 
shorts. Angle has been that it didn’t 
matter how bad the pictures were 





because the audience, 99% men, 
usually slept through them. 
The Star, Brooklyn, last week 


played ‘Midnight Taxi,’ a 20th-Fox 
production, idea there ostensibly 
being to attract the femmes. The 
Apollo in Harlem, N. Y., is also 
starting to use a pretty good grade of 
pictures. 

Revenue for the film distributors 
from the remaining burly theatres 
may never amount to anything big 
but it is now more than it was and 
promises fair to become  beiter. 
There is always the chance, too, that 
burly policies may fall by the way- 
side, with the theatres to go in en- 
tirely for pictures, thus representing 
a gain from a burly death. 


SKOURAS PARTY’S HUNT 


Denver, Sept. 14. 

Charles Skouras heads a group of 
theatre men and others who are 
deer hunting in Wyoming. Included 
are Rick Ricketson, Dick Dickson, 
Tom Berta, Al Gould, Jr. Tony 
Archer, Joe Dekker and others. 

Immediately following the hunt, 
to last a week, Skouras and Ricket- 
son will fly to New York to confer 








including ‘Green Pastures,’ both ver- 
sions. He was ‘De Lawd’ in the 
latter, 


with Spyros Skouras Fk » the 
latter sails to Europe. 
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BETTE DAVIS 
‘HENRY FONDA 
THAT CERTAIN 

WOMAN’ 


\ with 
\ lan Hunter - Anita Louise 
Donald Crisp 










4 Written and Directed by 
\ Edmund Goulding 
\ Music by Max Steiner 


A First National Picture 




















JUST GOES TO SHOW! 


Fox, Frisco premiere 
beats ‘Green Light’, 


a ee 


‘Galahad’ and every 
Warner picture that 


ever played there! 
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[EXPLOITATION 


Hustles Harder 


Rosen, whose fight stunt was 
Ba commented on, adds the ex- 
Janation that his house, Loew’s 
anal St., N.Y., is handicapped by the 
fact he plays the pictures after they 
have been seen at two other Loew 
houses nearby, the Delancey and the 
Apollo. Instead of making that the 
excuse for a poor take, it seems. to 
serve as a spur, and he goes in 
strong for exploitation. Some of his 
recent stunts have been: 


Bazooka contest held in front of | 


fhe theatre on ‘Mountain Music.’ 
Served the same purpose as the old 
minstrel concert in front of the op’ry 
house. Spotted Martha Raye sun- 
daes in 25 stores and gave out 3,000 
eards featuring her mouth, 

Blowups on battle pictures on 
‘Last Train from Madrid’ spotted at 
nearby subway station and special 
work in nearby Spanish colony. 


Maskers’ parade from theatre on 
‘New Faces.’ Music supplied by a 
bazooka band and a boy scout drum 
corps. Milton Berle attended the 
opening, but no chance for advance 
publicity since his appearance was 
uncertain. 

Special display of candlesticks on 


‘Emperor’s Candlesticks.’ Hustled 
up some very fancy displays from 
settlement houses and old-world 
Russian families. Sticks stipplied 
with electrie candles. All tidily 
showcased. 


Lady Godiva perambulator, white | 


horse and all, on ‘Ever Since Eve.’ 
Escorted by a singing usher. 


Jetter of title. 

‘Pick a Star’ drew a barrel of num- 
bers on a nearby busy corner. 
ning numbers posted in lobby. 

For ‘King of Gamblers’ the stunt 
was a ‘birdcage’ made from a bank 
nite shuffler. Contained five large 
wooden dice. Five of a kind brought 
a ticket. First worked on the lobby 
and then on a street corner. Only 18 
tickets required for thousands of 
tries. Limited to adults. This was 
@ knockout. 

For ‘Saratoga’ he ran two estimat- 
ing contests with different stores. 
Used an animated cutout atop a bus 
terminal next a subway exit. Ap- 

arently the same cutout used at the 
tate. 
~ On ‘Super Sleuth’ he used a Sher- 
lock Holmes looking for the Canal, 
with an added ‘where the fite pic- 
tures are showing.’ Earlier in the 
season he used a Santa Claus to plug 
the cooling plant. 

These are just a few of his recent 
stunts, but they go to prove that the 
age of a release is less important 
than the willingness of the head- 
acher to get a hustle on. 

Every week he runs a kid mati- 
ee, using a herald with all of the 
films listed. Totals eight or nine 
Mumbers and seems to give the 
ay ten a proper appreciation of 
he generous bill. 

Rosen is assisted in putting over 
the stunts by Arthur Herschman, his 
agreed man, and Stephen Smith, 

Is asst. mgr. 





‘Topper’ Party 
Cleveland. 


Goofiest pix contest seen here 
in years, yet one that collected more 
news interest and laughs than or- 
dinary exploitation, was sold by Milt 
Harris of Loew's State for ‘Topper.’ 

Taking a tip from gag in comedy, 
Harris turned it into a nutty ‘Topper’ 
costume contest. Novei tie-up was 
made with Great Lakes exposition, 
whose officials gave him the use of 
a huge open-air stage in ‘Streets of 
World’ section. Contestants were al- 
lowed to wear any kind of outfit, 
$s little as they wanted, as long as 

ey wore tophats. 
_ Large gang of play-boys and gals 
Zave stunt an unexpected kick by 
showing up in noisy nightgowns, 
brief Tarzan animal skins, and Little 
Sheba veils. Prizes totaling $20 and 
tickets went to the 20 winners. Expo 
drew about 38,000 visitors that night. 
and half of them stayed to see the 
clowning and ‘Topper’ plugs. As an 

ducement, free admission was given 
© all contestants wearing freak cos- 
tumes downtown. 





Had to Hurry 


Several weeks ago L. S. Stein, di- 
rector of publicity for Warners’ Chi- 
Cago theatres, trekked to Hollywood 
and picked up a set of casts of play- 
ers’ hands and feet similar to those 
Bhich form one of the features of 

id Grauman’s Chinese theatre. The 
stunt was intended for the backbone 
of the publicity for the opening of 
the Warner Rhodes theatre, Chi., 
Which will not be ready until around 

anksgiving. Stein figured that 
with an early start he would have a 
stunt all ready. 

But he got a tip that a similar gag 
was being planned by someone else, 
= he threw the ublicity last month, 
pgeing the imitator and getting a 
h..0f Bublicity for the unfinished 
aeuae. It’s a little early but the 
- ogy was heavy enough to hold 
. And meantime he is working on 
we idea that will get him plenty 
— art and comment about the 
sy the house unshutters. Just rais- 
a two blades of grass where one 
More nended. so he isn’t sore any 


Show- | 
case of dolls with each carrying one | 


Win- | 





:-: By Epes W. Sargent | 


Dead Ending 


Pittsburgh. 
Tying up. with Sun-Telegraph, 
Hearst sheet, Penn worked a con- 
test on ‘Why A Great City Should 
Clean Up Its Dead Ends’ in connec- 
tion with current showing of ‘Dead 
End.’ Stunt got a lot of cooperation 
from slum clearance commiftees and 
social welfare organizations, with 
cash prizes and passes for best 
50-word statements on that problem. 

‘Sun-Tele’ gave theatre swell break 
| in contest, carrying a story every 
| day and at same time running a 
| plece of art, ranging up to 4 columns, 
| from the flicker. 








Doing a Deanna 


Taking time by the forelock, Frank 
| Boucher, of Jake Silverman’s Strand, 
| Altoona, Pa., has been conducting a 
| Deanna Durbin contest te boom the 
coming ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 

Based on Miss Durbin’s rapid rise, 
the contest seeks to give opportunity 
to some local girl, who will get a 
week at the theatre and a week on 
WFBG, local radio station, as well as 
a Deanna Durbin dress from a local 
department store. Contest is plugged 
over the air and in the newspapers, 
with four eliminations and a finals 
to fill in the dull nights of a week. 

Contest has been whooped up and 
ithe local girls are all out for the 


Theatre Changes 








| 











| Canton, O. 
Promotion of Loew managers and 
assistants: 

Frank A. Henson, Broad, Colum- 
bus, assigned here as manager. Clin- 
ton G. Wander, assistant manager of 
the Ohio, Columbus, to manage the 
Broad, succeeding Henson. 

Robert V. Kail, assistant manager 
of the Broad, promoted to assistant 
manager of the Midland, Kansas 
City. John Hardgrove, who has been 
assistant manager there, has been re- 
turned to Columbus to become as- 
sistant to Russell A. Bovim, manager 
of the Ohio. 

Robert Byers, student assistant at 
the Broad, will move into the posi- 
tion vacated by Kail’s promotion. 


St. John, N. B. 
The Shell House, Houlton, Me., one 
of the oldest and largest hotels along 
the international border, is being de- 
molished and on the site will be 
erected a new picture theatre, seat- 
ing capacity of about 1,000. The 
hotel was a large wooden building, 
located in the heart of the Houlton 
business section, and practically next 
door to the Temple, exhibiting films 
the past 14 years. Black & Churchill 
have purchased the property and 

will build and operate the theatre. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Contract has been let for approxi- 
mately $10,000 to remodel a down- 
town building here for RKO com- 
pany, which has leased the structure. 











Winnipeg. 

The old Playhouse, erected in 1913 
at a cost of $180,000, and on the city 
tax books for the last two years, has 
been rented to Donald Irving Cam- 
eron with a possible view to buying 
later. Under terms of the agreement 
Cameron will rent it for the coming 
two years at a flat rate of $400 per 
month. Also in the agreement it is 
stated that if Cameron spends $1,400 
in decorations, changes, etc., he shall 
have the following three and a half 
months rent free. Taken at the same 
time was a two-year option to pur- 
chase for a price of $35,000, to be 
paid on a basis of $3,500 down and 
the balance on deferred payments. 
City offices assess the building at 
$96,000 and the land at $26,000. 


Philadelphia. 

Ritz, Scranton, will reopen Sept. 
18 after having been closed since first 
of year. 

Bill Madigan, formerly connected 
with Quality Premium Co., now 
salesman for Preferred Pictures in 
the Philly territory. 

Joe Feldman, house manager for 
Warner Bros., named personnel di- 
rector for company in Philly district. 








Martin Bloom, manager Rex, Re- 
gina, Sask., joined United Artists at 
Toronto. 





Boston. 

Frank Murphy, asst. manager of 
Loew's Orpheum, promoted to man- 
ager of Loew’s Broadway, Wilming- 
ton, Del. George Jones comes into 
Orpheum as manager, from Loew's 
Richmond, Va., to take position left 
vacant by resignation of Victor J. 
Morris, now on Coast. 





Spartanburg, S. C. 

Civic-backed movement to com- 
plete plans for Asheville auditorium 
definitely under way. Estimate 
around $90,000 layout for vaude- 
opera-concert spot. Work started on 
new Pastime Amusement Co. theatre 
in Charleston. Prexy Albert Sottile 
announces contract awarded for $81,- 
646 for building with additional costs 
estimated to run total of $160,000. 
Will be larger than Garden and 
Gloria, Charleston; opening sched- 
uled next March 1. 








PICTURES 





RIDE ’IM, RUTHIE 





Hirliman to Produce Six Cowgal Pix 


for GN 





Hollywood, Sept, 14, 

Grand National will release six 
cowgirl pictures featuring Ruth Mix 
under a deal negotiated with George 
Hirliman, who will produce. 

Initialer of the series, ‘Fury’s in 
the Saddle,’ gets the go signal next 
Monday (20), with Arthur Hoerl 
now scripting the screenplay. 


90 IN DENVER 
TILT ADMISH 


Denver, Sept. 14. 

Fifty theatres are affected by the 
boost in prices by the Fox Inter- 
mountain, which have been ordered 
by Rick Ricketson, division man- 
ager. The order affects four of its 
houses in Denver, the balance being 
located in the Intermountain area. 

In Denver the order calls for a 
jump of a dime at the Tabor, using 
stage shows and _ subsequent run 
films. The afternoon price remains 
at 25c, with the evening raised from 
that figure to 35c. The 25c bal- 
conies at the Broadway and Aladdin 
have been discontinued, with the 
entire house now 40c at night. The 
25c matinees remain. The same 
boost will apply to the Paramount 
as soon as a suitable film is had to 
give the boost a good start. 

In the territory the hike will be a 
general 5c jump for all theatres be- 
low the 40c figure. Where a house 
is at presen. using a 40c admission 
part of the week the boost will be 
made on other days. In the Denver 
exchange area Fox is exclusive in 
all towns except Denver, but in the 
Fox Intermountain division it has 
some competition in Montana. : 

In a talk before the annual con- 
vention of Theatre Owners and 
Managers of the Rocky Mountain 
Region, Inc., two weeks ago, Ricket- 
son declared theatres were selling a 
1937 product a. 1932 prices, and 
urged increased admission prices. 
Ricketson pointed out that basic 
commodities of the territory had in 
some instances increased in price 
several hundred percent, while the- 
atre admission prices had for the 
most part remained stationary or 
had dropped. 

The Denver, with a stage band, is 
the only first run in Denver getting 
50c at night, the others being 40c. 
Fox picks film from all but three 
producers for the Denver, and if 
they gross big, moves them to other 
first runs for subsequent weeks. 


Nancy Carroll’s Stock 
Suit Vs. Her Ex-Hubby 


Nancy Carrojl, picture star, yes- 
terday (Tuesday) filed suit in N. Y. 
supreme court against her former 
husband, Francis Bolten Mallory, 
who she claims is withholding stock 
estimated to be worth $50,000 and 
which, she claims, she paid for. In 
each of the four actions filed the 
actress also names as defendants the 
companies in which the stock was 
bought and asks the Court to re- 
strain them from paying further 
dividends to her ex-spouse. Mallory 
was served with summonses in the 
suits at his home in Beverly Hills. 

Miss Carroll alleges that shortly 
after she married Mallory in 1932 he 
induced her to invest in stock in 
F. W. Woolworth & Co., the Borden 
Milk Co., National Dairy Products 
Corp., and the National Biscuit Co. 
She alleges that despite the fact that 
she holds all the certificates to the 
stock in her name, Mallory has re- 
fused to turn them over to her and 
that he has collected dividends on 
them since the purchase. 

Besides the stock, Miss Carroll asks 
the Court to direct Mallory to sur- 
render the money he collected as 
dividends with interest. 

















CHI AM.’S NEW PIX CRICK 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Dorothy Deere new motion pic- 
ture critic of Chicago Evening 
American, - 
Frances Poole becomes assistant 
pix editor. 





LOVE—IN REVERSE 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Radio has handed the scrivening 
chore on ‘They Didn’t Want Love’ to 
Philip G. Epstein. 
P. J. Wolfson produces 


ERPI Awaits Drake’s Return From | 
Abroad Before Setting Up New Org. 





Anyway, Clancy Wants 
$250,000 in Damages 


Metro and Robert Pirosh, scenarist 
of the Marx Bros. picture, ‘A Day 
at the Races,’ are named defendants 
U. S. District Court, N. Y., 
in a plagiarism suit filed by Philip 
T. Clancy, writer. Clancy avers 
defendants lifted his story, ‘Nuts to 
You,’ and used most of it in the 
Marx picture. He wants $250,000 
damages, the profits made on the 
picture and an injunction to stop its 
further showing. 

Clancy claims to have written his 
story in 1934 and also adapted it for 
the stage. He admits it was never 
published, produced or copyrighted. 
He claims, however, the picture has 
lessened its future selling possi- 
bilities. 





in the 


‘Three Cadets’ at MG 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Davey White, Harry Masters and 
George Boyce, vaude trio billed as 
‘Three Cadets,’ are at Metro for six 
weeks to do a dance routine in ‘Ro- 
salie.’ 

Most of their stepping will be done 
with Eleanor Powell. 





AGENTS’ BATTLE OVER DAW 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 


Fight between Baldey & Clark and 
David Chudnow, both talent agents, 
over commissions from the earnings 
of Evelyn Daw, Grand National play- 
er, has been taken to the Labor 
Commission for adjudication, 


B. & C. claims a five-year straight 
management contract with Miss Daw 
and that she switched unwarrantably 
to Chudnow. 


Grand National has assigned Miss 
Daw to the next Victor Schertzinger 
musical, tentatively titled ‘The 
Strad,” which Schertzinger origin- 
aled. John Francis Larkin fs script- 
ing. GN picked up Miss Daw’s op- 
tion last week, 








Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
has not given up its sound reproduc- 
tion supply business with theatres 
and probably will not set up a sepa- 
rate organization to handle this phase 
of its future business until Whitford 
Drake returns from Europe about 
two months from now. Company 
has no desire to rush into some new 
revised setup; hence the desire to 
take plenty of time in getting out of 
this section of the sound business. 


Selling continues to theatres in the 
U. S. under the old organization. 
ERPI enjoyed one of its biggest 


weeks in the sale of Mirrophonic 
sound reproduction equipment in the 
last fortnight. Also equipment is 
still being delivered to the company 
warehouses. However, with beth 
General Theatre Equipment and Mo- 
tiograph licensed by ERPI, report 
this week is that General Theatre 
soon will start manufacturing equip- 
ment under its new pact. 

Two considerations probably will 
be kept in mind by ERPI organiza- 
tion in establishing means for exiting 
from the domestic sound reproduc- 
ing business. The first is that the 
company feels responsible for carry- 
ing on scientific research in the 
sound field since officials consider 
that ERPI was responsible for mak- 
ing talking pictures a reality. Be- 
cause of this attitude, they feel they 
are responsible for carrying on al- 
though the cream of sound produc- 
ing biz in the U. S. is washed up. 
The other responsibility, as viewed 
currently, is that to the employes. 
Reduction or change in the organiza- 
tion would hit many of the 1,000 
people now employed. Consequently, 
in the new setup both factors will 
be given full consideration. 

An important contributing factor 
which may sway ERPI into continu- 
ing research and laboratory work in 
the reproducing field is its extensive 
sound recording business on the 
Coast. Company is understood to be 
anxious to protect the recent invest- 
ment of $250,000 for plant facilities 
at Hollywood and keep full faith 
with producing companies employ- 
ing their system of recording. With 
ERPI continuing its research and de- 


(Continued on page 62) 











New York Theatres 














My. Bul WON a 


THE LITE OF EMILE 







Twiee Daily 2:40-8:40 p.m. 
Today Extra 6 p.m. Show 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Bway. at Sist St Circle 7-5545 


Bette Davis © Henry Fonda 
‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN’ 


"Stang 


AIR-CONDITIONED — B’way and 47th Street 
Doors open 9:35 a. m.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 


or MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER THIRD WEEK 


“THE PRISONER 
OF ZENDA" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















PARAMOUNT. ori 
SRD WERK 
Bing Crosby IN PERSON! 
Martha Raye | Shep Fields 
in and His 
Rippling Khythm 


—_——— 


Jane Pickens 





“DOUBLE OR 
NOTHING” 





LAST 

TIMES 

TODAY 
Robt. TAYLOR — Eleanor POWELL 
in ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ 


STARTING THURSDAY 
Paul MUNI — Lowise RAINER 
“THE GOOD EARTH” 











TODAY 


JACK BENNY 
“ARTISTS and MODELS” 
STARTS THURSDAY 
Connie BENNETT — Cary GRANT 
"PTe ry =a” 

On Stage—Chick Webb & Orchestra 




















Tth Av & 50th Mt. 


ROXY 


snare’? 1 ru. 


“100 MEN 
AND A GIRL” 


with 
Deanna Durbin 


—o0— 
Special Stage 
Attraction 











le 
| Crrrerton 


Starts Thursday, Sept 16 


CAUGHT - - - Between a Killer 


“ON SUCH A NIGHT”. 


with Karen Werley—Eduardo Ciannelli 
Grant Richards—Roseoe Karns 
Air-Conditioned B’way ~ 
45th st. SC 


Opens 8 a.m. Midnight Shows tei P.™ 
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(Continued from page 3) 





terests’ and force Par to discontinue 
‘unfair sales policies.’ 

After a conference among them- 
selves on the bench and another in 
chambers, when Golder demurred at 
their suggestion that matters be held 
in abeyance pending a Circuit Court 
decision, the judges announced they 
would decide after the hearing Oct. 
4 whether a restraining order should 

issued. 

py or oe charged, before the 
court, that the indies were trying to 
jam a contract of their own making 
down Par’s throat, while Golder 
averred that it was the producer’s 
stubbornness and dictatorial attitude, 
along with the holding out of six fea- 
tures, that caused the trouble. 


‘Paramount can’t sell one of its 
films to exhibitors in this district,’ 
he told the court, ‘but I could sell 
every one of their pictures tomorrow 
if they would be reasonable about 
the matter.’ 

Insisting that the indies were con- 
spiring in violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust act, Schneider asserted 
that the ‘interstate business of Para- 
mount would dry up if the demands 
of these people succeed.’ 


No Jurisdiction 


U. S. District Judge Dickinson, in 
his opinion of last Wednesday, held 
he had no jurisdiction. In a seven- 
page discussion of the factual and 
legal features of the controversy, the 
court declared that even if the al- 
leged conspiracy of the exhibs were 
carried out, it would not violate the 
Sherman or Clayton acts because if 
they bought no film from Paramount, 
nothing would be shipped in inter- 
state commerce, 

Judge Dickinson also said that the 
exhibs’ actions affected commerce so 
remotely that they do not come with- 
in the scope of the Federal anti-trust 
laws. The opinion reads: ‘The effect 
of a refusal to exhibit the films of 
the plaintiff upon transactions in in- 
terstate commerce is too indirect and 
remote to be within the provisions 
of the Sherman anti-trust act or its 
supplements so as to confer jurisdic- 
tion upon this court to enjoin the 
commissions of the acts complained 
of. The bill should be dismissed, 
with costs, for lack of jurisdiction, 
but without prejudice.’ 


Meanwhile UMPTO is going ahead 
in collection of powers of attorney 


“from exhibs to do group buying for 


them. There is some talk that Par 
won’t deal with the buying commit- 
tee when it approaches it with ap- 
proximately 200 powers in about 10 
cays from now. According to Golder 
this may bring serious consequences 
on Par’s head because it is dealing 
with other such combines in various 
parts of the country. 


Absence of Par product is admit- 
tedly hurting exhibs in some spots. 
To help them out, UMPTO has ar- 
ranged with various exchanges to 
release about 35 pix before they 
ordinarily would be released. With 
this film thrown on the market in 
late September and early October, 
pinched situash expected to be re- 
lieved. Many other exchanges are 
benefiting materially by the Par 
trouble, particularly Warner Bros. 

Erny and Nolen, owners of the 
Erlen theatre, threatened an injunc- 
tion against Par when the York- 
towne theatre got ‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ on a first run in the Erlen’s ter- 
ritory. Yorktowne is a Warner house 
which ordinarily never plays Par 
pix. Erlen and Al Fischer’s Kes- 
wick always give them initial run in 
the territory. Both are striking, 
however. 

When ‘A. and M.’ was booked into 
Yorktowne, Erny and Nolen had 
their attorney, Charles Kelly, pre- 
pare to start proceedings against Par. 


_ Before he got anywhere, however, he 


Was contacted by Morris Wolf, WB 
attorney. Wolf told Kelly it was too 
late then to take the pic out, but he 
would see that no more are booked 
in WB houses in such situations. 
‘Persuasion’ 

In the meantime, a ‘persuasion’ 
committee has been formed to con- 
tact exhibitors and maintain their 
united front in the scrap. Nearly 
200 exhibs are now lined up to lay 
off Par product until settlement. Ex- 
hib leaders announce plenty of pro- 
duct available at present time to 
make up for lack of Par pix. 

Two major conclusions were set 
forth in Judge Dickinson's lengthy 
°pinion as handed down, One was, 
The effect of a refusal to exhibit the 
ims of the plaintiff upon transac- 
tions of Interstate Commerce is too 
indirect and remote to be within the 








provisions of the Sherman Anti-Trust 
act of its supplements so as to confer 
jurisdiction upon this court to enjoin 
the commission of the acts com- 
plained of.’ The other was ‘The bill 
should be dismissed with costs for 
lack of jurisdiction, but without 
prejudice.’ 

Judge Dickinson’s reasoning in the 
first conclusion was that since the 
picketing planned by the indie ex- 
hibs to which Par took exception 
would be to stop all dealings on the 
part of the exhibitors with the plain- 
tiff, both as producer and distrib- 
utor. In such a case, and if no films 
of the plaintiff are exhibited, there 
will be none shipped and so the case 
has no bearings on interstate com- 
merce, 

It is not known yet whether Para- 
mount will seek a writ of super- 
cedeas. 

As for the exhibs, their big anti- 
Par campaign, originally planned to 
start Aug. 1, and including picketing, 
sound trucks, trailers, handbills, air- 
plane demonstrations, etc., can now 
be started, but in view of the advice 
given by their own counsel, Ben- 
jamin M. Golder, at the time Par 
secured its original restraining order, 
it is believed unlikely that the cam- 
paign will go through as skedded. 
Golder told the exhibs that picketing 
was not a good idea because the 
persons picketed would be fellow 
exhibitors. This, he said, would put 
the picketing exhibs in a bad light 
as far as the general public was 
concerned, 





Mpls. Decision Due Soon 


Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 

With the final affidavits and briefs 
filed Saturday (11), a decision from 
Federal Judge G. H. Nordbye in the 
Paramount injunction suit against 
Northwest Allied States and inde- 
pendent exhibitor playdate strikers 
is now anticipated by the parties to 
the action within 10 days. Inasmuch 
as Judge Nordbye goes on the crimi- 
nal bench in three weeks it is re- 
garded as a certainty that he will 
make his findings known before that 
time. 

Judge Nordbye either will grant 
Paramount’s application for the tem- 
porary injunction to prohibit the 
defendants from picketing the Para- 
mount exchange and theatres show- 
ing its pictures or otherwise inter- 
fering with its business, or throw the 
suit out of court. If the temporary 
injunction is granted the case then 
will be tried on its merits to deter- 
mine if a permanent injunction shall 
issue. Under the latter circumstances 
the temporary restraining order, now 
effective, would continue in effect. 
If the temporary restraining order 
is refused, Paramount will appeal. 

Judge Nordbye is also to rule on 
Paramount’s motion to have stricken 
from the defendants’ answer charges 
that Paramount itself is guilty of 
violating the Sherman anti-trust law 
by ‘throttling’ independent exhib- 
itors, that it either perpetrated a 
fraudulent contract on the defendants 
or is guilty of bad faith, and that its 
methods of doing business are il- 
legal. Paramount argues these mat- 
ters are irrelevant and immaterial 
to the present case and should be 
eliminated as issues. 

Northwest Allied States’ heads are 
exultant over Paramount’s defeat in 
the similar Philadelphia suit. They 
claim that, with three exceptions, 
their original playdate strike ranks 
have held fast, but also have been 
augmented during the past fortnight. 
They say they will not decide 
whether to bring individual breach 
of contract suits against Paramount 
to compel delivery of the pictures 
over which the present controversy 
has arisen until after -Judge Nord- 
bye’s decision has been announced, 





Doorman’s $10,000 Suit 
Lincoln, Sept. 14. 


Allegedly belligerent doorman for 
the Sun theatre here has resulted in 
a $10,000 damage suit against the 
Lincoln Theatres Corp. Doorman, 
Lester Rininberg, is charged with 
having knocked out some of Walter 
King, Jr.’s, front teeth in a lobby 
fracas. 

King is said to have been laughing 
loudly and Rininberg told him to 
move on, that he was disturbing the 
people inside. King objected and 
then the fray. Happened July 31. 





Gottlieb Quits Wanger 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Alex Gottlieb has resigned as pub- 
licity director for Walter Wanger for 
a fling at film writing. 
He has temporarily been replaced 
by Russell Phelps. 


Ben Frank to Show Pix 
In De Luxe Auto Camps 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 

Ben Frank has obtained strong 
financial backing to establish a string 
of de luxe auto camps on major 
highways throughout the country, 
with the first to go up near Las 
Vegas, Nev. Frank is skeded to re- 
tire from management of the Hotel 
Ambassador Nov, 1. 

New hostelries will be operated on 
the Fred Harvey system and will 
have accommodations for trailers, 
eateries, recreation grounds, etc., 
each covering a 20-acre area. Mo- 
tion picture theatre will be a feature 
of each camp. 








MORE ‘WIND’ 


UA Not Promising Selznick’s When 
and If Percentage 








While it is no longer likely David 
O. Selznick will turn the rights to 
‘Gone With the Wind’ over to some- 
one else at any price, it is a question 
who will release the picture. Selz- 
nick is not promising it to United 
Artists under his contract, which 
calls for five pictures on the 1937- 
38 season, nor is UA leading any of 
its accounts to believe ‘Wind’ may 
be delivered by it. The company 
instead is making it very clear that 
the five promised Selznick-Interna- 
tional productions this season will 
not include the Margaret Mitchell 
best-seller. 


MGR. ELECTROCUTED 





Elsberry, Mo., Sept. 14. 

Cecil W. Cannon, brother of Con- 
gressman Clarence Cannon, was 
electrocuted last week following a 
fire in the Orpheum, the town’s only 
picture theatre, which he managed. 
The blaze started in the theatre's 
film rewinding room, presumably 
when friction ignited the film. 
After the fire Cannon went into the 
smoke-filled theatre to turn off an 
electric fan which controlled the 
cooling system. 

The floor was wet from water used 
in extinguishing the film blaze and 
when Cannon touched the _ fan 
switch he was killed. 
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NOW BOOKING 


FALL and WINTER SEASON 


1937-1938 


MELITTA 
BRUNNER 


WORLD'S FOREMOST 
INTERPRETATIVE SKATING STAR 
AND ICE DANCER 


Attraction Feature of the 1937 


ICE CARNIVALS 


AT 


New York Madison Square Garden 


Boston Garden 


Philadelphia Arena 
Lake Placid Arena 


Providence Auditorium 


Exclusive Booking Management 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Rockefeller Center 


Telephone, Circle 7-2160 


New York 
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| WHAT ARE THE | 


FACTS ABOUT 


| THE FILM 
INDUSTRY TODAY? 








‘THERE ARE so many claims and counter-claims in 
the trade press that some exhibitors far removed from 


sources of verification must indeed be confused. 


‘THE PURPOSE of this advertisement it not so much 
to sell contracts for 1937-38 product (since the majority 
of M-G-M exhibitors have already renewed)... 


THE REASON for this ad is simply to make you happy 
that you have bought M-G-M again for the new season. 


ONE HIT — or even two or three—do not make a 
dependable source of picture supply for a long twelve 
months! The element of chance gives practically every 
company big and small a certain average of success but 


nowadays that average is not enough. 


ONLY M-G-M by virtue of its resources in stars, studio, 
writers, directors and personnel is geared for the con- 


tinuous delivery of important, big-size and big-budget, 
star-blessed attractions. 


WE PROVED during this past summer that we could 
keep up M-G-M hit-delivery even at a time of the year 


which has always been considered an off-season. 


THERE IS NO such thing as an off-season to the pub- 
lic. They wanted entertainment during July and August and 
we gave them “Day at the Races” “Captains Courageous” 
“Saratoga” “Good Earth” “Broadway Melody” to mention 
just a few. What a remarkable line-up!*Millions of dollars 


of screen diversion which would really make a commend- 





able full year’s showing for any company... but it was 


just the summer group from M-G-M! 


WHAT FOLLOWS in the Fall is really unbelievable in 
the sense that never before, not even by M-G-M, has there 


been maintained such a tempo of big-time hit-production. 


SO much so that there is wisdom in an observation often 


made by the trade press that ““M-G-M is an industry by 
itself.” 


CROWDING into September and October are such 
attractions as: “Big City” starring Luise Rainer, Spencer 
Tracy (powerfully human, humorous and dramatic); ... a 
stirring production of “Madame X” with Gladys George; 
...the best Joan Crawford picture in years “The Bride 
Wore Red” with Franchot Tone, Robert Young; . .. a history- 
making comedy by the “Thin Man” stars, William Powell, 
Myrna Loy in “Double Wedding”... and “Conquest” the 
costliest production in M-G-M history starring Greta 
Garbo with Charles Boyer, a truly remarkable entertain- 
ment;... “Live, Love and Learn” with Robert Montgomery, 
Rosalind Russell . .. and the popular-price release of the 
Road-Show Jeanette MacDonald in “The Firefly”. . . 


THAT’S just a brief survey of what comes from the 
mighty studios of M-G-M up to the beginning of 
November, barely two months of the-season 1937-38! 


IT’S TRUE Leo’s roaring louder than ever — and 
pridefully! 
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Winchell, Skolsky Contracts 

Ward Greene, managing editor of 
King Features syndicate, is at pres- 
ent in Hollywood on Walter Winchell 
and Sidney Skolsky’s contracts. Both 
may go with King. Winchell here- 
tofore had been syndicated by the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror, Inc., but under 
the new King Features alignment, 
when and if, the Mirror will con- 
tinue the columnist via the syndi- 
cate, rather than under its own di- 
rect employment. 

Mirror also wants a Hollywood 
column of Sidney Skolsky’s calibre, 
but again prefers to accept the ser- 
vice by way of King Features, latter 
to issue the employment contract. 
Most likely a deal will be consum- 
mated that way, Skolsky to start on 
the Mirror Oct. 4. 


Winchell and the Mirror didn’t re- 
new last month when the columnist 
hopped in from Hollywood because 
of conditions, including Winchell’s 
desire to sidestep seven days a week 
and possibly cut it down to only five 
daily chores, skipping Tuesday and 
Sunday. 

Skolsky started something with his 
erack about ‘Broadway columns are 
as passe as Broadway,’ giving that 
as his excuse for not wanting to re- 
turn to N. Y. and swap spots with 
Ed Sullivan. Louis (N. Y. Journal) 
Sobol wrote a long ‘So Broadway Is 
Dead, Is It?’ diatribe in the past 
Sunday’s Journal-American, and 
others have come to defense of the 
main drag. 

Sullivan, among his farewell col- 
umns, made a erack that he would 
never repudiate Broadway, no mat- 
ter who his Hollywood friends of the 
future. The News itself, in an office 
ad (full page), saluted Sullivan’s ad- 
vent to Hollywood, Danton Walker’s 
take-over of the Broadway pillar, 
and also bon-voyaged Skolsky in the 
latter’s new fields. Walker himself 
mildly kidded Skolsky’s crack in his 
debut column in the News on Mon- 
day (13). 

Skolsky also has a bid from the 
Des Moines’ Register Syndicate, 
which owns midwest papers as well 
as the magazine, Look, and services 
about 40 sheets. Colin Miller, like 
Greene, is on the Coast for negotia- 
tions. 


Sullivan’s replacing Skolsky as 
Hollywood chatterer for N. Y. Daily 
News-Chicago Tribune _— syndicate 
caused other alterations in Holly- 
wood scribe circles with Ed Sulli- 
van also replacing George Shaffer as 
the film center scribe for the Chi 
Trib. Although affiliated with the 
N. Y. News, the Chi Tribune did not 
take Skolsky’s column and it was 
sold instead to the Chicago Times, 
tabloid. The Times did not want to 
sub Sullivan for Skolsky, so in order 
to make a Chi outlet for Sullivan, 
Shaffer had to move out of the col- 
umn spot. He will, however, re- 
main as Chi Trib news service man 
in these parts. 





That N. ¥. World Report Again 

Renewed report of a plan to re- 
vive the old N. Y. World appears 
to have but a hazy background. 
John J. Raskob and Herbert Bayard 
Swope, the former the editorial wiz 
in the Pulitzer organization, were 
mentioned as_ interested, but the 
latter states he has not been ap- 
proached. Both morning and eve- 
ning Worlds were bought by 
Scripps-Howard and fused into the 
present N. Y. World-Telegram. Each 
of the Pulitzer papers had an Asso- 
ciated Press franchise but one was 
allowed to lapse. If the World is 
revived the matter of the AP fran- 
chise would probably have to be 
solved. Understood the only way 
restoration of the lapsed _ rights 
Could come about would be with the 
assent of the AP members. 

Presses of the old World are now 
being used by the N. Y. Journal of 
Commerce. 





Athens (Ga.) Daily’s B’k’ptcy 

Preston Almand, attorney 
three claimants, Friday (10) 
bankruptey proceedings against 
Athens (Ga.) Daily Times. Earlier 
in day several employes of Times 
took out laborers’ liens against L. 
E. Sullivan, publisher. 

Reports have been current that 
effort has been made to sell news- 
Paper plant to University of Georgia, 
but no deal has been consummated. 


for 





O.Henry’s Chum Remembers 
Sept. 11 was the birthday of Wil- 


liam Sydney Porter, known to the | 


world as O.Henry, and his native 
town, Greensboro, N. C., let it pass 
unmarked except that one of Por- 
ter’s boyhood chums, 
Michaux, went on the air 
WBIG to give some of his recollec- 
tions of Porter as a boy. Porter left 
Greensboro when about 21 and 
established residence in Texas. 





B’klyn Eagle’s Guild Strike 

The biggest strike in the News- 
paper Guild’s history to date went 
into effect on Monday (13) at the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, one of the 
oldest newspapers in the country. 
The action follows a recent strike 
vote of the 300 unit members which 


was unanimously ratified by the 
Representative Assembly of the 
New York Guild last week. Picket- 
ing went into effect immediately, 





and 10 arrests were made by police 
the first day of the strike. Three of| 
those arrested were Guild officials. 
The Eagle strike follows 
of negotiations with the manage- 
ment, during which the relations 
between the Guild and the negotia- 
tors became more and move strained. 
The Guild states that the manage- 
ment has stalled repeatedly, in the 
six months of negotiations, broken 
its promises and fired employees for 
Guild activity. No statement could 
be secured from the management. 


months | 


Jack Miley Settles With News 

Jack Miley is off the payroll of the 
N. Y. Daily News, having been paid 
three months’ salary by the news- 
paper last week on termination of 
the connection. Is talking about a 
spot on the N. Y. Journal, which 
wants him, but nothing set because | 
there is also a Par picture deal in | 
the offing. 

Miley was sports columnist on the 
News but tiffing with Jimmy Powers, 
sports editor of the sheet, came to a 
head over an argument about a story 
on Joe Louis which Miley says he 
wrote for the News on order from 
Powers two years ago. Powers re- 
cently sold a similar yarn for $200 
to Liberty mag. On arguing the 
point, Powers asserted his authority 
as editor of the department and 
asked the city editor to take Miley 
over as an ordinary reporter. This 
was done with a 50% salary clip at 
the same time. 

Miley went to the Newspaper 
Guild with the situation and that 
organization promptly called on the 
management. Result was a three 
month payoff at the full salary, along 
lines of severance pay in the con- 
tract which the News has with news- 
men. 





Scripps-Howard Prometiens 


Charles Schneider, pix and drama 
critic for Cleveland Press, has been 
shifted to post of promotion editor. 
Youngest reviewer here, he takes 
over job formerly held by Paul 
Jones, who becomes publicity direc- 
tor for National Safety Council in 
Chicago. Winsor French, socialite 
and gossip columnist, is combining 
theatres and chatter in new column, 

Two more Scripps-Howard promo- 
tions step up Ralph Burkholder, 
chief editorial writer of Cleveland 
Press, to editorship of Akron Times- 
Press. Succeeds Walter Morrow, who 
is being made editor-in-chief of the 
southwestern group of S-H papers, 
including the Denver News, Okla- 
homa News, Fort Worth Press, 
Houston Press, El Paso Herald-Post 
and the Albuquerque Tribune. Mor- 
row’s appointment marks the return 
of S-H tto regiorial supervision, 
abandoned several years ago. Most 


recent regional supervisor in the 
Denver territory was George B. 
Parker, now editor-n-chief of all 
S-H papers. 





P.A.’s Libel Suit vs. Inquirer 

Libel suit for $25,000 is being 
brought by Ed Wiener, Broadway 
press agent, against the N. Y. In- 
quirer, Inc., and William and Marcus 
Griffin for publication of a story 
last January regarding Wiener in 
Marcus Griffin’s column. Columnist 
is a brother of the publisher, Wil- 
liam Griffin. 

Suit grows out of a _ reference 
made in Marcus Griffin's column to 





filed | 


John S.} 
over | 


Wiener in the form of a query ask- 
ing when Broadway night spots 
would get next to themselves and 
lthen makes allegations regarding 
Wiener’s abilities as p.a. Harriet 
Pilpel of the Morris L. Ernst office 
is handling the suit. 


Hearst’s Sentinel 

Hearst took over the management 
of the Milwaukee Sentinel on Mon- | 
day (13) with Paul Block withdraw- 
ing from that city. Change wiil | 
bring both the Wisconsin News, 
afternoon, and The Sentinel, 
ing newspaper, under the same man- 
agement. 
sin News 
Milwaukee 


changed to the | 
The combined | 


will be 
News. 


Sunday editions of the two papers 
will be known as The Milwaukee 
Sunday News-Sentinel. Hearst had | 


'an option to repurchase the Block | 


the Sentinel within 10 


interest in 


| years. 





Literary B.O. 





Numerous articles on chastity 
appearing in current mags in- 
dicate a possible fad for mate- 
rial of this sort. One such 
piece titled, “The Case for Chas- 
tity’ was picked up by Reader’s 
Digest. 

Wiseacres are suggesiing that 
maybe chastity has a _ press 
agent. 














| tuna off Nova Scotia recently. 


|aging editor ‘newsworthy’ is 


morn- 7 


Annenberg’s Philly Ledzer? 

Credence is being given reports in 
Philly from widely varied sources 
that Moe Annenberg, publisrer of 
the N. Y. Morning Telegraph and 
Philly Inquirer, has deal under way 
to acquire Philly Ledger from John 
Martin, son-in-law of the late Cvrus 
H. K. Curtis. Doc Levy of WCAU 
is reported in with Annenberg. 

Ledger has been faring badly in 
past several years despiie all at- 
tempts at hypoing. Carrying heavy 
budget of ads, but at line rates that 
leave little net. Understood that 
Annenberg has offered figure which 
would cover all present obligationc, 
but provide little for Martin to step 
out with. Martin said to be aiming 


to leave the Ledver only with a 
heavy b.r. 
Negotiations undoubtedly under 


| way, but how near to being set the 
deal is, appears very problematical. | 
how- | 


Newspapermen in the know, 
ever, wouldn’t be surprised if a box 
announcing the sale appeared any 
day. 

Ledger had another small-sized 
purge last week, with Syril Lee, who 
handled domestic relations court 
news, and Powell Thomas, reporter, 
out. Much guessing (and quaking) 
among staff as to what will hapren 
if Annenberg takes over. Inquirer 
has been pretty well shaken from 
top to bottom since he acquired it 
year ago, 





Time’s Shifts 

Several shifts in the Time organi- 
zation have taken place recently, 
with two new men being added as 
managing editors, so that there are 
now three instead of two as for- 
merly. John S. Martin, currently 
on extended leave of absence, con- 
tinues to be listed in that post, with 
Manfred §S. Gottfried and Frank 
Norris moved up from the position 
of associate editors. John Shaw 
Billings, listed as a managing editor 
of Time until last week, is no 
longer in that capacity, but is man- 
aging editor of Life, an 
enterprise. 

T. S. Matthews, formerly a con- 
tributing editor, moves up as asso- 
ciate editor and Arthur Ogden is 
out, having resigned. The distinc- 
tion between associate editors and 
contributing editors is a fine one, the 
former being considered No. 1 
writers, and, in most cases, with the 
organization longer than contribut- 
ing editors. 

Another recent change is the ap- 
pointment of Robert Chasteney, who 
has been asst. to the publisher of 
Time, to the post of promotion man- 
ager as well 

Time has also made several addi- 
tions to its staff in the past few 
weeks. Bice Clemow has shifted 
over from Editor and Publisher, and 
Carolyn Marx, formerly of the 
N. Y. World-Telegram, has moved 
into the book department. Leon 
Svirsky, center of much contro- 
very because of his Newspaper 
Guild activities and recently dis- 
charged from the N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram, has also been added to the 
staff. The Guild, which took up 
Svirsky’s discharge with the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, will 
continue to press for his reinstate- 
ment, despite the fact that he is now 
employed. Cecil (Red) York has 
also been added to the Time staff. 


John S. Martin, one of the three) 
managing editors and a stockholder | 


of Time, Ine., who has gone on an 
extended vacation, caught a record 
The 
fact that Time found its own man- 
being 
commented on with the suggestion 
that a story was used about him 
last week to spike persistent rumors 
that he had left the organization. 





Aurora’s 100 Anni Daily 
On occasion of 100th anniversary 
of founding of Aurora, Ill., the Au- 
rora Sunday Beacon-News  pub- 
lished a big special edition, consist- 


4 |} ing of an eight section, 98-page pa- 
The name of the Wiscon- | 


per. Each section was devoted to a 
separate side of the town’s life. 
using a two-color cover sheet, with 
special full-page design to symbol- 


ize the nature of its contents. 
Regular circulation of Sunday 
edition is listed as 19,372. Beacon 


Publishing Co., Albert M. 
president, owns the paper. 


affiliated | 


Hirsh, | 





gional Director Charles N. Feilde- 
_son of the National Labor Relations 
Board Friday (9) announced charges 
against Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution 
have been withdrawn by Atlanta 


| Guild-Constitution Settle 

| Hailed as ‘complete victory’ for 
| American Newspaper Guild, Re- 
| 





CHATTER 
Al Duffield working on new novel, 


Jesse Stuart has sold three stories 
to Collier’s. 


Jim Moynahan of March of Time 
in London for a vacation. 


Jean Rhys has left Tide and joined 








Newspaper Guild and case settled. | 


stitution dismissed six editorial em- 
ployes because they ‘joined and as- 
| sisted the labor organization’ came 
| following series of conferences that 
| preceded scheduled NLRB hearing 
| to air guild’s accusations, 

Settlement provides for reinstate- 
ment of two of six employes, rein- 
statement and resignation of three 
| others, case of sixth man, 
Minter, reporter, being withdrawn 
| by guild. 

Formal answer filed by Constitu- 
tion denied allegations, but terms of 
| settlement require paper to pub- 
lish on its bulletin board for 30 days 


} 


'a notice that the paper ‘neither en-| yaprrry’s Bedside Manor mugs. 


| courages 


nor discourages member- 
ship in any labor organization.’ 
Newspaper’s proposal was de- 
clared ‘valid only if all charges are 
withdrawn, all resignations men- 


releases to the Constitution 
lishing Co. are given.’ 

In addition to Minter, six men in- 
volved are Lee Fuhrman, rewrite; 
| Albert C. Leitch, reporter and prez 
of Atlanta Guild; Will Riley, re- 
porter; Sam Cox, copy reader, and 
| Morris Siegel, reporter. 
| Cox and Fuhrman will be restored 
| to duty, latter to get two weeks’ pay 
|in*cash. He is ill in hosp at present 
}and his job, at his old salary, will 
|be kept open for him 60 days 
Leitch tendered his resignation and 
paper agreed to pay him $520. Siegel 
also agreed to resign and paper will 
|pay him $45. 
waived claim to pay. It was de- 
cided Minter’s case has no standing. 

Riley has made a connection with 
A. Steve Nance, local labor leader, 
and Siegel 
Tribune, it is said. 





out between attorneys for Constitu- 
tion, Feidelson, Maurice J. Nicoson, 
NLRB attorney, and Abraham J. 
Isserman, of Newark, special repre- 
sentative of guildsmen. 

Leitch declared it represented 
‘complete victory’ and _ predicted 
guild organization wark in south 
would make rapid strides now, since 
outcome of case against Constitution 
was being awaited before drive for 
|} new members would be started. 








2 More Pic Mags 


mags will debut to compete with the 
already established Life, Look and 
Pie. Victor J. Fox, publisher of the 
new Real Charm, will launch an- 
other new one, See, around Oct.'5 as 
the first 5c. photo mag. Walter P. 
Chrysler, Jr., dabbler in literary 
field, starts publication of Picture at 
approximately the saine time. George 
Getchell will manage Picture. 

See will be a monthly for its first 
two issues; after Nov. 5 twice month- 
ly. Unlike Look, advertising will be 
accepted immediately on publication. 
Picture will be issued monthly as a 
class mag similar to Life. Both will 
be of same format and physical char- 
acter as Life. 


Wthdrawal of charges that Con- | 


staff of House and Garden. 
Everett Marcy working on a wa- 


_terfront story titled ‘Snake Ranch.’ 


| tographer 


John | 


Kip Ross named supervising pho- 
of the Associated Press 


in Ne ¥. 
Hunter Glenn now the new Sun- 
Cay radio columnist for San Antonio 


E>: >> ess. 


Charlie Kapnic, ass‘siant m.e. of 
Philly Ledger, reeovering at Atlantic 
City from recent scalpeling. 


Nellie Simmons Meier has written 


a book titled ‘Lions’ Paws’ (on 
palmistry) due out next month. 
This year’s Victorville (Calif.) 


| rodeo is dedicated to Frank Scul y, 


tioned herein are delivered, and full | 
Pub- | ; 





| 


| 


| 
| 


is going with Miami | 


Details of settlement were worked 


| for 


Pnailly Bulletin’s Bick Reichner 


cleffing another gal-tuner in -sub 
rosa deal with Broadway stager. 
George Kearney, g.m. of Philly 


Ledger syndicate, in Europe to pact 
a surprising biggie for a column, 

Fred Maly has succeeded Jack 
O’Brien, who has resigned as sports 
editor of the San Antonio Evening 
News. 

John Steinbeck has left New York 
the Coast. He will not return 
for the opening of his play ‘Of Mice 
and Men.’ 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., trying 
to arrange State Department OK to 
travel to the Sino-Jap front for 
Liberty mag. 

John Fellows, formerly of Literary 
Digest, has joined the publicity de- 


Riley resigned and | partment of the National Assn. of 


Manufacturers. 


John LeRoy Johnston has re- 
signed as Pacific Coast manager for 
Fawcett Publications aster seven 
months tenure of the job. 

Ashley Buck, writer and 
directing ‘Pioneers of Science’ series 
presented by the Radio Division, 
Federal Theatre, over WHN Thurs- 
day nights. 

Graeme Lorimer, associate ed of 
Satevepost and son of its former 


actor, 





editor, had sold Metro rights to 
| serial he and wife scribed for Pic- 
| torial Review. 
Kaye 


Irving Davis, playwright, 


| has finished his first novel, ‘Colebrity 


Hound,’ slightly autobioz of the au- 
thor’s experiences in and out of 


' show business. 


Within a month two more picture , 





Look now leads the field in circu- | 
lation with a regular print order of | 


that figure. 


Here’s the Answer 


first novel by 
by Simon 
debut of 


Seven of Calvary,’ 
‘Anthony Boucher,’ 
Schuster, marks literary 
United Progressive News, liberal 
political sheet. 

S. & S. have put on heavy mail 
circularizing friends 
| author, and friends of friends, but 
they don’t mention who Boucher 
really is, so recipients are wondcer- 
ing why the personal letters urging 
purchase of book by a guy they 
never heard of. 





| campaign, 


LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Mrs. Sara Dalsheimer Halley, 69, 
newspaperwoman, author and widow 
of George T. Halley, Nashville, Tenn., 
newspaperman, was fatally stricken 


with a heart attack while on a visit 
to editorial rooms of the Atlanta 
Constitution. Mrs. Halley had been 
associated with Uncle Remus Mag- 


azine, Sunny South and Golden Age, 
all southern literary magazines. 
Burial was in Nashville Sept. 9. 
Ellis Parker Butler, 67, a former 
president of the Authors’ League of 


America and author of ‘Pigs Is Pigs.’ 
died Sept. 13 at his summer home 
in Housatonic, Mass. The funeral 


of | 
















i will be held today in Flushing, N. Y. | 


Eddie Mayer and Jim Neville 
canned from Philly Record sports 
staff in new economy action becuz 
they were only two unmarried men 
in the department. 

Capt. G. F. Neuhauser, 
the German Free Press in Texzs, 
(San Antonio), recently authored 
‘Pioneer,’ an original story for the 
screen. Also m.c.’ing musical pro- 
gram thrice weekly over KTSA, San 
Antonio. 

William F. Brooks succeeds 
Gideon D. Seymour as managines di- 


editor of 


rector of the Associated Press of 
Great Britain, Ltd. Brooks has 
been with the AP for 11 years. Un- 


derstood that Seymour will join staff 
of Look magazine. 


Guy L. Smith appointed editor of 


2.550.000. Life is next nearest with | Knoxville (Tenn.), Journal by Pub- 
slightly more than 1,000,000. Pic is | jjchor 
still further behind with about half | start 


Roy N. Lotspeich. Smith 
ed out 17 years ato as cub on 
Journal and later was publisher of 
Chronicle and Staff-News at Johnson 
City, Tenn,., and also Bulletin in 


Publication of ‘The Case of the Bristol, Va. 


Paula Walling, correspondent for 


& | Votre Beaute, French becuty mag, 


appointed Hollywood corres andent 


A. P. White, drama crick of L. A.) for Ge Soir, Paris evening daily, and 


Cinemcncep weekly fan maz. Ape 
pointments take effect Oct. 1, Walle 
ing replacing G. L. George, curreatly 
back in Paris discussing transfer to 
different spot. 


















Y A FREE BOOX 


DEVELOP your personal, creative power! 
Awaken the silent, sleeping forecs in your 
own consciousness. Become Master of your 
own life. Push aside all obstacles with a new 
energy you have overlooked The Rovicru 
cians know how, and will help you apply the 
greatest of all powers in man’s control Create 
health and abundance for yourse!f. Writs for 
FREE book, “The Secret Heritage.” It tells 
how you may receive these teachings for study 
and use It means the dawn of a new day for 
you Address. Scribe \. H. J, 


. . 
Th Rosicrucians 
SAN JOSE (AMORC) CALIFORNIA 
The Rosicructans are NOT a Religious Organration 
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David O. Selznick’s 4 United Art, 





during their stay at Radio C 
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ks to stand-out business, with its fourteenth day *3000 over opening day. 





) its eighth day grossing *20,200 and the total for its run an outstanding Music Hall high, 


‘ate a three weeks run... and it crashed record after record in a memorable 21 day 


le triumphs. 
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IW STARTS THE THIRD WEEK OF ITS SMASHING RUN 
tablished many records including an all-time Sunday high and an 
for any single day not including a midnight show. Third week 1 
td another miracle figure which will mean that at the conclusion Hi 
out Selznick International productions will have grossed..... idk 


LLION DOLLARS IN A SINGLE THEATRE! 
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Radio Editors, Writers, in Chi Meet, 
Adopt Constitution, Elect Officers: 
— Educational, Not a Union 





coca, Set | MIME. MEROARION NOW 


First coneation of the 
Ass'n 
Writers wound up a three-day ses- 
sion here Sunday (12), during which 
time they adopted a code of ethics 


constitution, 


annual 


of 


and a elected officers, 
and drafted a regional set-up for the 
of holding monthly meet- 


ings. General complaint among the 
delegates was that there had been 
so much business, none of ’em got 
more than two blocks away from the 
hotel during the entire three days. 
At no time was the subject of 
union affiliation brought up, 
members feeling that ARNEW, as an 


organization, was one for mutual | 
sel’-helv, rather than for collective 
ba“ aining. 


Ccneral atttude of the members is 
that news in radio is an educational 
part of the business, and all action 
taken at the meetings was with this 
in mind. 

How to Present News 

This was especially apparent dur- 
ing the round-table’ discussions, 
wherein it was agreed to present 
news in fact only, without color, and 
to eliminate altogether anything 
which might be construed as prop- 
aganda. Convention also appointed 
a committee to assist colleges and 
schools of journalism in the teaching 
of news broadcasting. 


Regional meetings, which are ten- 
tatively set as monthly affairs, are to | 
be held simultaneously in all parts | 
of the country, and each region will 
discuss the same questions, From 
viewvs formed here further policies 
of the organization will be ae 
ard passed on. 

John Van Cronkhite was elected 
chairman of the board of directors. 
Ken McClure, WOAI, San Antonio, 


wos elected president, following Van 
Cronkhite, founder anq first presi- 
dent of the organization. F. Beck- 
ley Smith, WJAS, Pittsburgh: Ken 
Miller, KVOO, Tulsa; Jack Harris, 
WSM, Nashville, became vice-presi- 
do's, and Al Hollander, WJJD- 


WIND, Chicago, was re-elected to 
the secretary-treasurer spot. 


Board of Directors 


Newly appointed board of direc- 
tors includes John Hughes of the 
D-> Lee n&; Bob Hurleigh, WFBR, 
Bs’ nore: Roy Brandt, KFYR, Bis- 
me-ck; Foster May, WOW, Omaha; 
F> ls Smith, KMBC, Kansas City; 
J°~': Harris, WSM, Nashville, and 
K~> Miller, KVOO, Tulsa. 


T:lovates came from every sec- | 


tic > of the country, and made an at- 
te-> “-nee larger than had been ex- 
poc'ed. Representatives of all three 








pr°cs associations were present, but, 
bo -use their membership is re- 
s~'- -d to that of advisory capac- 
it “oy did not vote. 
“-'y social affair of the conven- 
t: ‘ys Saturday night’s banquet. 
‘> Carter, who was expected, 
u“ »“ble to attend because of ill 
h-~' ':, but sant, instead, the speech 
which he had intended to deliver. 
. . 
rd Mats WAR 
B tin David has resigned as 
t c*-~Sinator in WOR, to act as | 
] 1b “on advertising asencies 
Fa 2 WOR (Nat Abramson) Art- 
j “urosu. He was formerly an 
i re"iy agent but joined the 
f 1 unit 10 weeks ago. 
Voy ‘» nossible the Georgie 
TI ) 1 Gould show at WOR 
r » } "ht in Josef Cherniav- 
s' Az'>ur Crutmen and Olea Bac- 
la i 
Stilwell to Chi 
: Indienapolis, Sept. 14. 
Jack Stilwell, for the past several 
years prvotram director at WIRE 
hv-2, will leave soon for the staff of 
WS, Chicago. Believed deal was 
sei while the WLS bunch came down 
to ‘he Indiana State Fair during the 
p>. week. 
- ‘lwell will handle a couple of 
h: hours of the Barn Dance each 


S° dav, it is understood, plus other 
p- -tion duties. Successor at WIRE 
is wotful, since leaving of Stil- 


we!l may cause shifting of his duties | 
to others now on the staff of WIRE. ! 


Radio Editors and News | 


Mme. Yolanda Mero-Irion, or- 
ganizer and advisory chairman of the 
now disintegrated Women’s Radio 
Committee, has got herself 
mercial. Account is Sealtest and she 


takes over the radio career of this | *° 
| spieler, 


dairy combine in October. 





the 


Mme. Mero-Irion will put on a 
|symphonic series with Alexander | 
|Smallens, Metropolitan opera con- 


| ductor, after J. Walter Thompson is 
relieved of the account with the 
Oct. 10 broadcast. Sealtest, operating 


|under a variety policy, is currently 


on the NBC-red (WEAF) Sunday 
|nights for an hour. Successor pro- 
|gram will make it a half hour. 
Thompson got the account from 
|N. W. Ayer. 

Following her promotion of the 
Women’s Radio Committee, Mme. 


Mero-Irion ran into a squall of op- 
position over her methods from 
| various prominent New York club- 
women, with the result that there 
were wholesale resignations. De- 
spite this flurry, the committee con- 
tinued to function as a back-patter 
and thumber-downer of programs 
for both kids and adults and to make 
annual awards for what it considered 
to be the outstanding cultural fare 
on New York outlets. Mme. Merio- 
Irion did a sustaining series for CBS 
at one point in her advisory career. 


BANKS SQUAWK 
‘ON TRUE STORY 








Flock of savings banks have reg- 
istered squawks with NBC over an 
episode last Friday (10) on the 
‘Court of Human Relations’ pro- 
gram, which airs over the red rib- 
bon for Mactiadden’s “True Story’ 
mag. 

Dramatization dealt with a man’s 
downward slide in business and so- 
ciety. Final blow came when the 
‘savings bank’ in which he had 
stored his resources failed. 


Complaints came in from bank of- 
ficers and public relationists. Tech- 
nically, such a loss as the dramatiza- 
tion described could not happen 
since the government altered the 
controlling laws over banks after 
the 1932 crash. And the biggest 
squawk was that such institutions, 
specifically ‘savings banks,’ have had 
but few failures. 

NEC sidestepped all the hubbub 
by referring the bleating banks to 
Arthur Kudner, agency on the ac- 
count. 





Program Not | Not Started Yet, 
| But Being Sued Already 


| Chicago, Sept. 14. 

| Possible law suit is involved over 
| the signaturing of ‘Court of Missing 
| Heirs’ for Skelly Oil already, even 
though the program was only set 
late yesterday. 


| It is understood that Patricia Ann 
‘Manners has consulted attorneys, 
claiming that she rates one-third in- 
| terest in the show, inasmuch as she 
worked w ith Alfred Shebel and 





James Waters, who are now listed as 
the erentots. Miss Manners was, at 
one time, Mrs. Shebel. 


Program, sct by Blackett-Sample- 
lummert to start on Oct. 11, is to 
ir de Columbia, originating at 
WBBM. Fritz Blocki will handle 
| production. 

Idea is based on unclaimed es- 
tates, and dramatizations will be 


|made of those actually on current 
| coufrt records. 
| Boice to Transamerican 
Hugh Boice. Jr., has joined the 
N. Y. office of Transamerican as an 
account exec 
Came over - from post of commer- 
|cial chief at WNEW, N. Y., spot 





to step into. 


SET FOR COMMERCIAL | 


a com-| went to NBC 


Holtman to NBC, Chi 


Indianapolis, Sept. 14. 

John Holtman, chief announcer at 
WFBM here, and a staff spieler for 
over five years, leaves this week for 
NBC Chicago studios as a staff 
spieler there. Due to start over the 
web on Sat. (18), his successor at 
WFBM will be Ben Wilbur, of 
WHKC, at Columbus, O., with Doug- 
las Way becoming chief announcer 
at WFBM. 








fourth man to join the networks 
after service as a WFBM spieler. 
|Going from WFBM to WLW were 
Don 
After staff work there, Hancock 
went to CBS in Chicago and Kirby 
in Chicago. Direct 
from WFBM to CBS in Chicago went 
Ken Ellington, 





KOLAR PEEVED 
AT GUEST GAG, 
QUITS FORD 


Deiroit, Sept. 14. 

Dissatisfied with the fewer num- 
ber of programs offered him this 
season, Victor Kolar, associate con- 
ductor of the Detroit Symph orches- 
tra, resigned last week as one of the 
directors of the Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour orchestra, a post he has 
held since the broadcasts began in 
1934. 


Although Kolar ascribed his resig- 
nation only to a ‘change of policy’ 
on this year’s airings, and N. W. 
Ayer & Son officials refused to com- 
ment, it was andersteod that Kolar 
was offered the direction of only 
four programs this year, in contrast 
to nine last season. Kolar batoned 
the Detroit Symph in 160 Ford- 
sponsored concerts at the Chicago 
World Fair, which led to the forma- 
tion of the Ford Symph and the 
Ford Sunday Evening Hour. 


The 78 one-hour airings over CBS 
in 1934-’35 and 1935-36 seasons were 
also under Kolar’s direction, but 
last year the guest conductor sys- 
tem was inaugurated and it’s be- 
lieved Kolar shied at his gradually 
being shoved into the background. 

Kolar remains as co-conductor of 
the Detroit Symph, dividing the 
baton work with Franco Ghione, of 
La Scala, Milan. 


‘TIME’ SWITCHES AWAY 
FROM CBS TO NBC-BLUE 


After having been a CBS fixture 
since 1931, ‘The March of Time’ 
leaves that web for NBC on Oct. 14. 
Program will continue to be a half- 
hour dramatization of news, and will 
ride the NBC-blue, 9-9.30 p.m. on 
Thursdays. Pitted against ‘Time’ 
will be Major Bowes and the Max- 
well coffee program. 

Reason for ‘Time’s’ shift to NBC is 
claimed motivated by the fact that 
NBC afforded an earlier hour than 
CBS could dig up. Also David Sar- 
noff and the peak-point execs of 
Time, Inc., have been growing chum- 
my for some months now. 














Guests for Kool 


Kool-Raleigh cigarette show is 
being groomed for a guest name 
policy. Program, which 
| NBC-blue Sunday nights, 
| Jack Pearl last spring and continued 
| with Tommy Dorsey’s band and Mil- 

ton Bowe. 
| Guest insertions won't apply while 
Dorsey is on tour. 


Harbord Abroad 


Major General James G. Har- 
| bord, chairman of the Radio Corp. 





1S 














Hancock and Durward Kirby. | 


serving first as a} 
and now as night operations | 
| manager of the CBS Chicago studios. 





Leaving of Holtman will make the | 





———— 





The Real Televish Problem 





transmission and reception, H. H. 


stitute of Radio Engineers. 


extent,’ Beverage declared. 


ture for theatre use. 
to send out. 
bodied voices. 


performance. This is the problem 








on the | 
untied | 





|of America board, sails from N. Y. | 
| Sept. 29 to officially dedicate the 
| American battle monument at! 


Ceremony will be witnessed 
many American Legion men. 
Harbord was in command of the 
marine brigade at Chateau-Thierry, 
and subsequently 
head the Second Division 
drive at Soissons. 


by 


in 





Chateau-Thierry early in October. | 


| lon hotels, 


Practical television has a greater obstacle in programs than in 


Institute of Radio Engineers and chief research engineer for R.C.A., 
declared here at the Pacific Coast convention of the American In- 


‘Theoretical problems of television have been solved to a major 
‘Problem from now on, principally, is 
going to be a program problem. We could broadcast an entire mo- 
tion picture production in one evening, but that would kill the pic- 
It is not likely we shall have many of those ? 


‘Radio artists of the day will have to become more than disem- 
They will have to take on human dimensions. It would 
be very costly to cast and train a group of actors for a single night's 


Spokane, Aug. 14. 


Beverage, pres. of the American 


facing us.’ 








Bill Ryan, Ray Smart | 
With NBC in Frisco 


San Francisco, Sept. 14. 

New members of the National 
Broadcasting sales staff here are 
William Bernard Ryan and Raymond 
A. Smart. 

Ryan, former faculty member of 
the University of California and 
Santa Clara University, for the past 
nine years has been with Foster and 
Kleiser, outdoor advertising firm. He 
replaces Marion Kyle, 
to join an agency in Southern Cali- | 
fornia. 

Smart, a recent University of | 
Washington graduate, will work on | 

| 
| 





| 


who resigned | 


local sales for KGO and KPO, NBC 
outlets here 





WOR YENS Nv. J. 
FIELD TRIALS 


| however, 
| which engineers are convinced will 
| shortly be overcome. 





Washington, Sept. 14. 

Field trials of facsimile transmis- 
sion, to see if it is the solution to 
the problem of serving rural areas 
with pictorial broadcasts, is sched-| 
uled in New Jersey in the near | 
future. Request for a permit to} 
ewgage in experimental operation | 


| has been filed with the Federal Com- | 


munications Commission by WOR, | 
Newark. 

Attention has been attracted to 
the scheme by predictions of en- 
gineers that television, because of | 
economic as well as technical handi- 
caps, may never_be feasible for 
thinly-settled areas and that still pic 
transmission is the only type of 
service which can be rendered out- 
side of metropolitan sectors. New- 
wark station wants to install numer- 
ous receivers throughout Southern | 
Jersey and embark on early-morn- | 
ing tests. | 

While engineers have expressed a 
conviction that the facsimile will fill 
important place in the future of 
radio, the F.C.C. has been slow to 
grant permits for experiments out- 
side laboratories. Concern over fore- 
closing on medium-high frequencies, 
which also are considered desirable 


for local voice transmission, has 
prompted the caution policy. 
Only five facsimile broadcast 


plants currently hold Federal cer- 
tificates. Two are owned by the 
Milwaukee Journal, while the Port- 
land Oregonian, Yankee Network, 
and Radio Picts. (Long Island City, 
N. Y.), hold tickets for others. 
| 
| 


Myrt, Marge Coasting 
One Day Ahead of East 











Myrt and Marge are now doing 
the Coast broadcast of their Super | 
Suds program over CBS a day ahead 
of the eastern airing. Idea is to 
avoid early morning rehearsals for 
the cast. 

Players meet at the studio at 1:30 
every afternoon to rehearse the pro- 


gram. Go on the air at 4 o'clock for 
| the western hookup, Repeat broad- 
cast for the eastern end is at 10:30 | 
the next morning, after a quickie | 
brushup rehearsal. This arrange- | 


ment saves the cast from having to 
rehearse at 7 a.m. 

Besides Myrt and Marge, Santos 
Ortega and Nancy Kelly are on the 
show. Bill Joyce, of the William 
Morris office, handles the series. 


Marek Weber Around 


Marek Weber, European maestro. 
long a standard at the Eden and Ad- 
Berlin, is in America for | 





| possible radio deals. 


was promoted to | 
its | 
Harbord is chair- | 
which Walter Duncan left NBC sales| man of the 1937 A. L. convention in| guester 


Both NBC and WOR are inter- | 
ested. former network having the | 
inside track through a ‘Magic Key’ 
shortly for audition pur- | 


poses. 


GBS TELEVISH 
ON FULL-SIZED 
PIX SCREEN 


London, Sept. 14. 
After years of experimenting, 
Gaumont-British showed. to a few 
close friends, Baird television on a 
full-sized picture screen. G-B has 
the controlling interest in the Baird 
device, which fact is frequently re- 
ferred to as the factor which makes 
American film companies most inter- 

ested in a buy-out of the concern. 


Those who saw the showing claim 
there was no flicker, but the screen- 
ing came off as steadily as an ordi- 
nary film projection. There are, 
minor technical faults, 


Just registered here is a new pub- 
lic concern, Cinema-Television, Ltd., 
proposing to carry on business as 
manufacturers, operators, installers 
and dealers in television and thea- 
tre apparatus. 


Company has a capital of $1,250,- 
000, but the personalities behind it 
haven’t yet unmasked. 


‘REMEDY’ OF ASTHMA 
TOLD TO TAKE IT EASY 


Washington, Sept. 14. 
Cease and desist order was 
plastered on the Pascal Co., Seattle, 
last week when the Federal Trade 
Commission cracked down on mise 
leading radio and other advertising 
broadcast by the outfit. 


‘Breatheasy,’ a Pascal - manufac- 
tured preparation ballyed as a curee 
all for asthma, hayfever, heart 
trouble. gastric ulcer, skin disease 
and other unrelated diseases, has no 








|medical value ‘other than to afford 


temporary relief in some instances in 
cases of asthma,’ the Commish held. 


Snifflers and heart and stomach 
patients once again were warned 
against believing the come-on adver- 
tising issued by patent medicine con- 
cerns and the Seattle co. was di- 
rected to quit claiming that its 
remedy has a ‘therapeutic value or 
beneficial effect’ in the treatment of 
the long list of diseases mentioned. 
Outfit also must cease telling its radio 
and newspaper public that ‘Breath- 
easy’ can be used without following 
jany form of diet; that it is ‘harm- 








less,’ and that users will be restored 
to ‘vigorous, buoyant health,’ the 
Commish declared. 
New NBC Tests 
Washington, Sept. 14. 
Novel experiments in visual re- 
broadcasting are planned by the Na- 


tional. Broadcasting Co., according to 
disclosures in a construction permit 
plea filed with the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, Web wants 
to set up a mobile television trans- 
mitter for services along the Atlan- 
tic seaboard. 

Objective of the new phase of re- 


| search is to give practical field tests 


to technique worked out in labora- 
tories by which it is hoped that 
cable transmission from broadcast 
sites to picture outlets can be elim- 
inated. Initial operations are planned 
in the Philadelphia area, with the 
Camden plants of RCA as the base. 





Jetabee Ann Hopkins joins stalf 
| of WOW, Omaha, where she will 
script her own scrial ‘Jangles.’ be- 


ginning Sept. 27. 
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FCC TIGHTENING 


Networks Philosophic 


Networks have taken a philosophical attitude towards the upshot 
of the past week’s convention in New York of web-affiliated stations. 
They feel that the broadcasters had, by their days and nights of 
haggling over the AFM compromise, worn themselves down to the 
point where they were open to any idea suggestive of mass hysteria. 
Hence the overwhelming approval for a general meeting of the broad- 
casting industry in New York Oct. 

In the opinion of the networks, the indie broadcasters by this move 
have placed themselves in a position analagous to crossing a bridge 
By clamoring for the selection of a czar, or 
general counsel, to direct the industry’s cause in the event of a con- 
gressional investigation, these indies can give the impression, say the 
webs, that the industry has something to hide. 

It is admitted by the major networks that the pow-wow has done 
the relations between them and their affiliates no good. Gathering 
not only gave expression to old simmering grievances, but hypoed 
the affiliates into a state of mind which may cost the webs several 
Affiliates are determined to create a united front 
which, it is proposed, compels the major networks to come through 
with a greater share of the proceeds from the sale of station hookups. 
If the affiliates maintain the resolves expressed at the three-day con- 
fab, the networks, it is predicted, will have no alternative but to put 
a boost of 10% time rates into effect.by the first of the coming year. 

One network official declared that what amazed him most during 
the sessions was the springup from day to day of new groups and 
In several instances no sooner did a group of indies find 
themselves in some hotel room suite then somebody brought up the 
suggestion that they get together and form a network. By Sunday 
morning the whole thing had taken on the air of a revival meeting. 


before they reach it. 


millions of dollars. 


movements. 





12. 








Shrinkage of Guest-Star Shows 


Goes On in East, but Coast Grow 


Shrinkage of programs using 
guest talent will be particularly 
felt in the east this fall. Besides the 
number of visiting performer shows 


which have bowed off the air or are 
changing policy, several others are 
moving to the Coast. Situation will 
leave the Magic Key and Kate 
Smith broadcasts virtually the only 
ones still open to spot talent in the 
east. 

Rudy Vallee’s Royal Gelatine 
show, always a lucrative field for 
talent and agents, moves to Holly- 
wood Oct. 7, when the bandleader 
goes out for pic-nitery stints. Seal- 
test, another generous user of 
guests, avandons the James Melton 
and guest policy Oct. 10 to use a 
symph program. Ben Bernie goes 
off the air in October and the Shell 


' show is already off. 


| 
H 


fd 


} 


| 


4 


Nash has replaced its guest policy 


- with the Prof. Quiz program. Jack 


Benny and Phil Baker shows, which 
have been using guest talent while 
the stars are’'on summer layoffs, also 
go back to normal policy in the next 
few weeks. 

In addition to Vallee, who will be 
on the Coast for several weeks at 
least, a number of other guest pro- 
grams still originate in Hollywood. 
They include Campbell’s ‘Hollywood 
Hotel,’ the Bing Crosby show for 
Kraft cheese; Lanny Ross for Pack- 
ard, the Lux program, Chase & 
Sanborn, Jack Oakie’s show for 
Camels, the Maxwell House ‘Show- 
boat’ and frequently Eddie Cantor. 


THORNBURGH OGLING 
SEATTLE RADIO ROW 


Seattle, Sept. 14. 
With radio topsy-turvy here and 
many changes contemplated, one of 
the busiest visitors in several days 
was D. W. Thornburgh, vice-pres. 
of CBS, and manager of KNX at 
Hollywood. 


Among the contacts made by the 
CBS biggie was Elmer Pederson 








_,manager of KOL, Columbia outlet, 


4 
3? 


and ‘Tubby’ Quilliam, manager of 
KIRO. Thornburgh also had a chat 
with Louis Wasmer of Spokane, one 
of the state’s heaviest radio station 
Owners, who was here for several 
days on business. 





ee. 


; 


Jerry King in N. Y. 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Jerry King was in town on a gen- 
eral business trip through the east. 
Stopped off here for a couple of 
lays, then partz.ered with local chief 
1. M. Blink for a flip into New York. 








COALS TO NEWCASTLE? 


NBC Sends Two Photogs to Coast te 
Snap Program Pix 








NBC has sent two staff photogs 
from N. Y. to the Coast on the q.t. 
Lads, W.E.C. Housler and Burke 


Crotty, will be gone a month and | 


purpose of the trip is to secure a 
batch of stills of NBC airers origi- 
nating on the Coast this autumn 


Presumably the reason NBC with- | 


held announcement of the assign- 
ment was to thwart any criticism 
from Western still-snappers who 
might have reared up when learning 
that the network is underwriting the 
costs of sending two men to Holly- 
wood, where so many photogs are 
lolling around. 


Tim & Irene Play 





Over Two Stations 


The Same Night: 





Tim (Ryan) and Irene (Noblette) 
turned in one of the fastest on record 
jobs of doubling on two broadcasis 
Sunday (12). On their own Mutual 
show for Admiracion shampoo at the 


WOR playnouse trom 6:30-7 p.m., 
duo also guested on the Jello pro- 
gram over NBC-red from 7-7:30 p.m. 

Directly after signing off the Mu- 
tual show at the 42d St. location 
before a studio audience, pair were 
hustled into a police car and sped 
to Radio City. Time difference be- 
tween the fadeoff of the first pro- 
gram and entry on the second was 
just sufficient to make it. 





‘Snapup’ Classics 





Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 14. 

‘Snapup’ versions of dramatic 
classics is to be the fare of the Play- 
crafters, dramatic group of WGAL 
here. 

‘Snapups,’ according to Richard D. 
Altick, director, are radio versions 
of the famous pieces, retaining the 
plot but snapping it up both from 
the standpoint of action and lines to 
meet modern air requirements. 

Altick has finished scripting the 
adaptation of ‘She Stoops to Con- 
quer,’ which is to be the Pleycraft- 
ers’ first. 








THE REIN 





MORE CAREFUL 





Thorough O.O. of All Finan- 


Campaign On to Erase All | 
Sources of Criticism | 





GETTING TOUGH 





Washington, Sept. 14. 
Goldfish bowl disclosure of finan- 
cial control of broadcasters looms 
as one of the most immediate con- 
sequences of the New Deal over- 
haul of the Federal Communications 
Commission. Stringent policy re- 
quiring licensees to submit to a far 
more comprehensive scrutiny than 
in the past is expected to be estab- 
lished when the reorganized regu- 
latory agency launches its campaign 

!to eradicate sources of criticism. 


Tougher attitude toward fancy- 
| figure station sales, which was 
| adopted gradually during the past 
| year under a heavy Congressional 
‘barrage, will be stiffened mate- 
|rially when two recruits, Chairman 
| Frank R. McNinch and Commis- 
| sioner T. A. M. Craven mount the 
| driver’s seat, according to reports 
|from the inner circle. Free-and- 
easy days appear near an end. 


Two direct steps to silence beefs 
that the Commish has winked at li- 
cense trafficking are in prospect. 
Almost certain that the newcomers 
will tackle the problem of fixing a 
definite yard-stick for measuring the 
reasonableness of stations sales fig- 
ures. Strong probability that this 
will be followed by a new regula- 
tion requiring Government consent 
for all transfers of stock, even mi- 
nority interests. Close co-operation 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission is looked for, with a 
hint that the two agencies may urge 
broadening of the Securities law 
and the Stock Exchange act to give 
greater control over financial gyra- 
tions of licensees. 


Logical Outcome 


These developments would be a 
logical outcome of a steady move- 
ment in the direction of fuller pub- 
licity about corporate identities and 
close check on the terms on which 
stations are swapped. Trend has 
been unmistakable, although not 
uniform, since the Commish was 
forced last winter to reveal that it 
| has approved sales where the price 
was many times the physical worth 
of the property. — 

Sentiment in favor of compelling 
stockholders in licensee corporations 
to gain consent for any deals affect- 








ing their interests is—and, for 
months, has been—growing, while 
some headway has been made 


towards laying down rigid standards 
for determining the reasonableness 
of sale prices. 


Under existing policies, all pro- 
posed license assignments, whether 
voluntary or inevitable, must re- 
ceive the Commish 0.0. In cases of 
stock sales, the Commish ogles only 
deals where the majority interest 
changes hands. Weakness of the 
latter policy has been apparent for 
some time, since it is conceivable 
that in a company with several stock- 
| holders small blocks can be shifted 
|in a way which will actually affect 
the management. 
ess has resulted in a general under- 
standing that all requests for con- 
|sent—for either license assignment 
or transfer of control—should be 
ventilated via an examiner, so the 
|Commish can have a full, official 








| record showing all terms and condi- | 


| tions. Now it is likely that this will 
| be expanded to the minority inter- 
| ests. 

| Broader Supervision 


| Idea of broadening supervision has 


|several supporters within the Com- 
'mish ranks. Commissioner Norman 


Case has been a leading exponent 


| . 


of the idea that more scrutiny is re- | 


|quired and is credited with having 
| brought about the change from the 


| (Continued on page 58) 


cial Angles in Prospect— | 


Jake Higgins and Bob Ebert 


a 





| 





Record? 


Muncie, Ind., Sept. 14. 





claim to be the most thoroughly 
‘killed’ men in radio, 

In the cast of ‘Death Rides 
the Highway’ program on WLBC, 
their roles in the scripts have 
called for them to be killed on 
every show for the past three 
months. 


CBS PUTS NIX 
ON PERSONAL 
MANAGERS 


Columbia Artists Bureau has put 
up the bars against personal mana- 
gers. Network has taken the atti- 
tude ihat its subsid is capable of 
rendering a full management serv- 
ice and that, if any of the CBS art- 
ists insist on maintaining outside 
managers, they will have to give up 
their connections with the bureau. 

Under previous regimes in the 
CBS bureau no objections to per- 
sonal managers was ever made. In 
fact, the arrangement was much en- 
couraged, as it allowed the personal 
managers to hustle around for work 

















and the bureau to split on com- 
| missions. From now on there will 
ibe no co-operation with outside 
| 
| 


managers of any sort. New policy 
also bans the splitting of commis- 
sions. 

Network's officials feel that the 
affairs of an artist cannot be handled 
smoothly if its bureau has to con- 
tend with the wishes and whims of 
a personal manager and that it can- 
not build up a department offering 
full management service unless the 
artist has no other managerial obli- 
gations. These officials say they are 
also tired of having would-be per- 
sonal managers hanging around the 
studios. to grab off an artist after the 
latter has been on a_ sustaining 
series and gives promise of going 
somewhere. 


NBC LAUGHS OFF IDEA 
OF AIRING HOBO MEET 


Jeff Davis, self-styled and much 
publicized ‘King of the Hoboes,’ 
dropped into NBC last week to try 
to interest the network in picking up 
a special events broadcast from the 
scene of a coming Hobo Conference 
skedded to take place in Canada. 
Davis was very mum on the precise 
location planned for the rod-riders’ 
assembly, since it has been known 
civil authorities in various com- 
munities have banned such pow- 
wows when they get wind of them 
in advance. 

NBC laughed off Davis’ proposal. 


Slowie Says No 


Washington, Sept. 14. 

‘Too ridiculous for words’ was the 
| comment of Thomas J. Slowie, sec- 
retary of the Federai Communica- 

Commission, regarding the 
| trade report that he was due for 
| shifting to some other government 
agency. 














Tightening proc- | 





| tions 


any berth elsewhere. 





New faces with the ‘Knight Kap- 


WOAI and the TQN, San Antonio, 
includes The Simpson Sisters and 
Marie Jayne Garza. 


Special Committee to 


Allocation of Additional $1,500,000 


_ For Musicians Upsets Broadcasters; 


QURUTINY DUE 


Meet Weber 





Joe Weber, American Federation 
of Musicians prez, is expected to 
allow the broadcasting industry sev- 
eral weeks more in which to work 
out a method for increasing musician 
employment, when a committee of 
broadcasters calls on him today 
(Wednesday). This committee, left 
behind when the convention repre- 
senting 169 network-affiliated sta- 
tions broke up Sunday (12), is also 
under instructions to develop a for- 
mula for the allocation of the 
$1,500,000 that independent outlets 
are committed to spend for musicians 
during the next year and to get defi- 
nite commitments from NBC and 
CBS as to how much of this burden 
the networks will share. 


What had been convened at the 
Waldorf-Astoria last week to con- 
sider the money agreement reached 
with the union, turned out to be the 
most tumultuous and militant gath- 
ering of broadcasters in the history 
of the industry. In the flood of 
oratory that dominated the three- 
day session, the issue of musician 
employment was frequently out- 
shadowed by other causes and griev- 
ances, with NBC and Columbia, and 
even the present administration of 
he National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
the targets of raillery and attack. 

Out of the smoke of battle came 
one definite accomplishment. That 
was an agreement to guarantee the 
expenditure among independent sta- 
tions of $1,500,000 more per year 
than is now being spent for musie 
cians, 

Total $3,000,000 


With what is already forthcoming 
to AFM members, this salary load 
would total $3,000,000 a year. Tilt 


rolls carried by the networks in such 
program-originating spots as New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles. 

It is understood that Weber will 
ask the networks to up appreciably 
the outlay for musicians in these 
three sectors. 

What stirred the assembled broad- 
casters into a torrid outburst against 
NBC and Columbia was the negotiat- 
ing committee’s report that the two 
webs had offered to put aside 10% 
of the guaranteed $1,500,000 as a 
sinking fund for those affiliated sta- 
tions as could prove they couldn't 
afford the payroll increases which 
the employment of these musicians 
would entail. 

Various affiliates scored this offer 
as gratuitous insolence, declaring 
that they didn’t want to be put on 
relief by the networks, or their 
books made subject to the eyes of 
prying web auditors, All they wanted 
was a reasonable sharing of the 
load by the networks, 


No, Thanks 


Convention voted overwhelmingly 
to reject the networks’ offer and 
instructed a committee to inform 
NBC and CBS that not only was 
the 10% and its strings out, but that 
the affiliates demanded an entirely 
different adjustment of the matter. 
Instead of money, they now ask that 
the networks reduce the number 
of free commercial hours obtained 
from most of their stations from 16 
to eight hours a month. 

Leonx R. Lohr, NBC prez, and Ed- 
ward Klauber, CBS executive v.p., 
set late Tuesday (yesterday) after- 
noon as the time of meeting with 
this committee. Intimations were re- 
ceived from the network sourecs 
that the demand for a clip in free 
time would be rejected, but that 





something might be done about re- 
| vising the provisions of the money 
| offer. 

| At the height of the commotion 
| over the networks’ offer William S. 
henge of WLW, Cincinnati, a meme 
ber of the negotiating committee- 


Denied flatly that he has asked for | leaped to the platform and asked that 
the meeting vote on the question of 


i 


acceptance and rejection by station 
;call letters. Before this 





| murrer from the floor. 


caster asserted thet the offer had 
(Continned on page 40) 
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would not affect the musicians’ pay- ’ 


motion 
| pers,’ In Olden Times program over | could be seconded, there was a dee 
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Doc Brinkley Gives 


Em Sexy Chatter 


On Ether Spiels Over Mex Station 








By BOB LANDRY 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Doc Brinkley is still going strong 
over the powerful Mexican station, 
XEAW. He puts on his high pitch 
act three times a night. And it is 
doubtful if the more remote and 
conservative communities would 
credit as sober fact any account of 

the spiel the Doc gives out, 
If there’s a little pain, or a bit of 
gas, or a slight loss of appetite the 


~~Sec warns his listeners: 


‘The smouldering fire of one of 
the most dangerous diseases may be 
just starting.’ 

His cure for such symptoms, and 
all other symptoms, is for the patient 
to rush to the Brinkley hospital 
down in Del Rio, Texas, over the 
border. Patients are given strong 
assurances that they'll get the works 
at his hospital. Everything known 
to medical science. In fact in a 
burst of candor the Doc confessed 
that the patient is always right— 
like the man who insisted upon an 
x-ray of his head which proved, as 
the Doc admits he knew in advance, 
that the man’s head was empty. 

This jovial kidding of his patients 
is one of several facets of the Doc’s 
fascinating and many-sided person- 
ality. Sort of an obligato to his 
usual tune of warning to come 
pronto ‘while still able to get about.’ 
The Doc is concerned about the 
patients other doctors kill, an un- 
fair trade practice he can not too 
warmly condemn, The Doc himself 
Speaks frequently of the ‘spiritual 
glow’ that his services to humanity 
bring him. 

He also scornfully alludes to 
‘health guaranteed for $1.85’ and 
after asking ‘is there nothing but 
disaster ahead for you because of ill 
health?’ he adds that those who can- 
not afford to ‘be on their way down 
here to Del Rio’ should at least send 
for his medical examination chart 
for self-diagnosis at only 45 cents. 

The Doc frequently refers, with 
much sorrow, to ‘the ignorance on 
the part of the people.’ He also is 
worried about gland troubles and 
pointedly adds: ‘no man or woman 
wants to be unsexed.’ There’s quite 
a lot about sex in the Doc’s spiel. 
Which is good logic. Among the 
hillbillies that he caters to there is 
also quite a lot. 

Ear oil devoted to a careful listen- 
ing of Brinkley brings the vivid 
realization that: 

(a) American radio has gone a 
long route down the road of respec- 
tability since the same sort of thing 
was common in the States, 

(b) Brinkley has no fears and no 
limits, 

(c) Brinkley is Mexico’s biggest 
radio advertiser and also Mexico's 
worst advertisement, 





SCHNICKELFRITZ BAND 
On NBC Jamboree 
10 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10 p.m. EDST 
WEAF, New York 

This novelty outfit playing at Mid- 
way Gardens, St. Paul, recently col- 
lected national publicity and a fiim 
contract. Last Saturday (11) night’s 
one-time guester on the NBC Jam- 
boree was easily the standout por- 
tion of that show. Music dished out 
by the lads is a ludicrous assortment 
of toots, honks, squeaks, grunts, 
oompahs and whistles—which never- 
theless still qualifiies as music and 
has plenty of hot rhythm. Outfit is 
a distinct novelty, which is sure to 
have a rage and inspire plenty of 


imitation. Freddie Fischer is the 
leader. 

Schnickelfritzers offered ‘Merry- 
Go-Round Broke Down, ‘Silver 


Bells, ‘The Mocking Bird’ and 
‘Tiger Rag.’ All but the first were 
sockeroo, Weakness of ‘Merry-Go- 
Round’ was that its weird calliope 
sounds have been done by too many 
other bands. Tooters did an en- 
semble vocal on ‘Bells,’ then played 
it as an old-fashioned German band 
mivht. Best of the assortment was 
‘Mocking Bird,’ which had a real 
swing finale. Instruments distin- 
guishable were piano, trumpet, trom- 
bone, drums, bull fiddle, sax, clar- 
inet, whistle and bass horn, 
Band seems destined for a vogue 
and should clean up while it lasts. 
Hobe. 





Tom Wilmot, former scripter for 
Joe Penner and Jack and Loretta 
Clemens, is back in Pittsburgh, his 


home town, doing some free-lance 
wri‘ing. He was on the continuity 
stat’ of WCAF before going with 


Penner. 


+ 
v 





AL JOLSON SHOW 

With Martha Raye, Parkyarkarkus 
(Harry Einstein), Victor Young 
Orch. and George Jessel, guest. 

30 Mins. 

LEVER BROS. 

Tuesday, 8:30 p.m., EDST 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


After 10-week layoff the variety 
program paced by Al Jolson swung 
out last week for another season. 
For fall return the first program was 
far from auspicious. Jolson, of 
course, is a name who insures a 
building for the show as the season 
progresses. 

Talent lineup has double sock in 
that it includes Jolson and Martha 
Raye. Former has the matured folks’ 
following, and there’s no ether enter- 
tainer lurking in or out of the woods 
currently who has the younger (but 
still prospective Lifebuoy soap users) 
set’s interest more than Miss Raye. 
Unfortunately she was almost totaily 
overlooked on program caught. After 
the first 10 minutes of the show she 
wasn’t even mentioned. All assigned 
her were a few ‘O Boy!’ whoops and 
a serious vocal of ‘Gone with Wind.’ 
Both her versatility and name value 
warrant more attention. 

Jolson had pretty bewhiskered 
material and the stretches in be- 
tween his bouncy, vivacious sing- 
ing were large looming. interest- 
detractors. 

Jessel, guest on the program, fared 
better than the regulars. When he 
and Jolson stooged for Parkyakarkus, 
when he and Jolson bantered be- 
tween themselves and when he was 
on his own, he was good. Parkya- 
karkus had little to do, and his ma- 
terial was far from _ sustainedly 
bright. 

Victor Young’s aggregation back- 
grounded the program with its usual 
unostentatious suavity, which might 
well be expected of an orch so estab- 
lished in ether work. 

Policy of the Lifebuoy-Rinso once- 
a-weeker will be to use guests on 
alternate broadcasts, and when the 
lamp isn’t in the studio window, to 
use dramatic sketches. The series of 
playlets will be turned out by Arthur 
Caesar. 

Tiny Ruffner is producing as well 
as oiling the ozone with the plugs. 
Show rides over 58 stations. Bert. 


LEO REISMAN ORCHESTRA 

With Ray Heatherton, Melody Mystics 
30 Mins. 

SCHAEFER BREWING CO. 
Thursday, 7:30 p.m., EDST 

WEAF, New York 


(B. B. D. & O.) 


This variety revue, initialer of the 
new Schaefer series, provides a di- 
verting half hour of good ihstru- 
mentation and harmony singing. 
Combo jells nicely and will un- 
doubtedly prove an_ entertaining 
stanza for the dialers-in. 

It’s Leo Reisman’s first air per- 
formance since his European trek. 
Ray Heatherton, baritone from the 
musical, ‘Babes in Arms,’ satisfacto- 
rily augments with solos backed by 
the Melody Mystics, combo of mixed 
voices providing additional melodic 
divertissement to the program. 

Reisman paces with a _ soothing 
rendition of ps, with the Melody 
Mystics vocalizing the refrains and 
pause plenty of good harmony. 

eatherton’s rich baritone also reg- 
isters. Reisman’s special arrange- 
ment of ‘St. Louis Blues’ was the 
outstander of the orch’s repertoire, 
giving way to the Mystics in special 
arrangement of ‘Cause My Baby 
Says It’s So’ and ‘Whispers in the 
Dark.’ Heatherton’s ‘Where or 
When,’ out of ‘Babes in Arms,’ is 
another click. 

Three brief commercials, all of 
them in good taste, space the half 
hour program. 


‘BURY THE DEAD’ 

Drama 

60 Mins. 

WORLD PEACEWAYS 

Sunday, Noon 

WNYC, New York ‘ 
For the second of its militantly 

pacifistic ‘We, the Living’ series, 

World Peaceways last Sunday (12) 

offered an adaptation of Irwin 

Shaw’s anti-war drama, ‘Bury the 

Dead,’ which was successfully pro- 

duced two seasons ago on Broadway. 

While the play carried a telling 

punch and considerable force as an 


well suited to radio as to the stage. 
However, that may have been the 
fault of the adaptation, direction or 
playing—or a combination of al 
three. Whatever the quality it did 
make interesting ether fare, particu- 
larly with current headlines as a 
backstop. 

Cast, from the acting company of 
the Radio Playhouse, was generally 
convincing. Part of the shrill, nag- 
ging wife was well played. So was 
the tragic wife who had sought re- 
lease from her sorrow in drink. 
Captain was acted with quiet pene- 
tration. But the General was stri- 
dently overplayed. Speeches of the 
various dead soldiers and their 
women tended to become repetitious 
and monotonous—and the identities 
grew confusing. 





| Weiss followed both acts. 


Neutrality pleas by Dr. J. Max 


Hobe. 


anti-war argument, it seemed not as | 


THE SONGSHOP 

Frank Crumit, Kitty Carlisle, Gus- 
tav Haenschen, Reed Kennedy, 
Alice Cornett, Songsmith Quartet, 
Kenneth Christie 

Songs, Orchestra 

45 Mins. 

COCA COLA 

Fri., 10 p.m. 

WABC, New York 


(D’Arcy) 

After a year’s absence from the 
networks, Coca Cola last Friday (10) 
spread itself over 93 CBS stations 
with a musical package of an excep- 


tionally high order. It was music in 
the modern manner, suave, polished 
and a likely to garner a major meas- 
lure of attention and appreciation 
|\from Friday night’s regular contin- 
|gent of tuner-inners. 











|}could have been much better rou- 
|tined than it developed. The com- 
|edy novelty attempted by the Song- 
| smith Quartet was expert enough, 
i what followed. There was also the 
dubious judgment of loading down 
Frank Crumit with so much intro- 
ductory patter, though the conti- 
nuity in general was crisp, smart 
and showed a keen hand at building 
interest and dovetailing the various 
musical items. Of especially fine 
contrivance was the dialog woven 
into the Viennese waltz passage. 
Kitty Carlisle is perfectly spotted. 
She was in sterling voice in every 
interlude allotted her, but it was 
during the Viennese chapter that the 
soprano suggested the probability 
that hers will be among the top 
singing names of radio before the 
end of the current radio season. For 
Reed Kennedy, the baritone who 
did much to brighten the symphonic 
series of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
and Paint Co., the program also 
proves a neat fit. His ‘March of the 
Grenadiers’ had the stuff that stirs, 
while the duet with Miss Carlisle 
in the waltz period showed him a ro- 
mantic caroler of strong persuasion. 


Of some aid in the complexity of 
musical moods is Alice Cornett, a 
rhythm singer who hails from Flor- 
ida. Her style is a little too sedate 
to make much of a dent in that field 
as far as the networks are con- 
cerned. What turned out Crumit’s 
best vocalizing bet was the bit that 
had him, with the aid of the quartet, 
dusting off a lot of old American 
standards and folk songs. Kenneth 
Christie’s 22-voiced glee club lends 
lots of substance to the vocal setup, 
while Gustav Haenschen, one of 
radio’s top maestros and an astute 
showman in his own right, makes 
impressive every orchestral oppor- 
tunity allowed him. Perhaps de- 
cidedly over-arranged, but still a 
darb was his treatment of ‘Septem- 
ber in the Rain.’ 


_As a whole the program’s produc- 

tion was away above par. The ad 
copy was laconic enough and well 
placed. dec, 


_— 








Follow Up Comment _| 


‘YOUR INVENTION,’ a trim in- 
novation from the _  craftmanlike 
hands of Sam Hammer, is holding 
on nicely on WMCA, N. Y. Was on 
a Friday night spot, but now it’s 
heard from 9 to 9:30 p.m. Saturdays. 
‘How About It?’ another novel 
broadcast from the same lad, has 
gone sponsor on WOR since he first 
started this invention idea. 


Gag with present 30-minute sus- 
tainer, of course, is to get unusual 
inventive genius before the mike for 
interview, but to make certain the 
absurd inventions are culled before 
‘continuity is written. This Hammer 
has done with painstaking care. 








‘Hollywood Hotel’ broadcast for 
Campbell’s Soup last Friday (10) 
night was hardly a high for the 
series, but it still held up as better 
than average for network commer- 
cials. After sloshing through some 
pretty moist Gaston-Alphonse greet- 
ings and not-so-brilliant gab about 
vacations, the dramatic session was 
presented—Wife, Doctor and Nurse,’ 
with Warner Baxter and Loretta 
Young. Pair came aeross satisfac- 
torily as the sawbones and frau, but 
the not-so-easy and less colorful role 
of the nurse was even better played 
by Paula Winslow, who nevertheless 
wasn't billed, even in the publicity 
releases. 

Judged by its radio performance 
‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse’ is merely 
another of those irresistible- 
| physician - and - his - two - ador- 
|ing-femmes yarns, 








WHN’s Movie Club Friday (10) 
|last presented Hope Hampton as 
| guest star. She appeared in a tete-a- 
_tete interview upon her climb to 
|opera from films, and now back to 
| films. Miss Hampton is to do some 
film work for Universal. Her hus- 
| band is Jules Brulatour, noted kodak 
j}mosul. Gertrude of Hollywood, pro- 
| ram's standby, handled the question 
|}end of the interview. For a femme 
|chat, en duet, it was good enough, 
|} but too much gab. Certainly listen- 
;ers must have expected a tune from 
| Miss Hampton after all that gush on 
her singing ability and experience. 
Miss Hampton has a charming speak- 
| ing voice, which the program proved, 
| and a song would have better es- 
tablished her personality on the 
mike, 


but it cued in the wrong mood for | 





| 


HOLLYWOOD MARDI GRAS 

Lanny Ress, Charles Butterworth, 
Amos ’n’ Andy, Flerence George, 
Baymond Paige 

60 Mins. 

PACKARD, 

Tues., 9:30 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 
Impresarios of the latest Packard 
series, which preemed Tuesday (7), 
have apparently elected to stress 


glamour and numerical impressive- 
ness instead of concentrating their 
efforts on developing one or two per- 
manent personalities into dominat- 
ing pivots for the weekly hoopla. It’s 
a policy that has produced several 
major clicks on the networks in re- 
cent years and, considering the way 
Amos ’n’ Andy registered on the ini- 


| tial stanza and the guest names lined 


First quarter hour of the show | 





‘of his 
| Angeles. 


| tie in 
| didn’t belong, but suggested that the 











up for the near future, the outlook is 
all to the program’s good. 

What weaknesses there were in the 
introductory session did not derive 
from the talent setup, but were due 
rather to faulty selection of script 
material and to the production staff’s 
failure to weld the various talk and 
musical items into a deftly balanced, 
cohesive and smoothly-timed whole. 
The first half of the program had all 
the earmarks of a brilliantly con- 
trived piece of showmanship, while 
the last half staggered and limped 
from orchestral numbers that didn’t 
and a sketch that not only 


producers had gone wooly-eared in 
the matter of taste. The sketch was 
an attempt at satire and dealt with 
the effects that military training 
might have on the schoolkids of the 
future, 


The session set off Amos ’n’ Andy 
in several new roles. It was their 
first guest appearance for coin, and 
everything they did heightened the 
program’s entertainment status. If 
they weren't stooging, they were 
landing hard as comics on their 
own. At one point the duo demon- 
strated how each affects the various 
characters in the Pepsodent series. 
Charlie Butterworth, only holdover 
rom last season, proved as strong an 
asset as ever, when the material was 
up his alley. 


In the musical department Lanny 
Ross gave the impression that his 
voice had more appeal than ever and 
that all he needed is a more pro- 
nounced tendency to let himself go. 
Florence George, recruited recently 
by Paramount from the Chicago 
Opera Co., quickly overcame an all 
too obvious nervousness and showed 
that hers was a soprano that will 
take easily with the dial-flippers. 
While somewhat overorchestrated, 
the instrumental interludes by the 
Raymond Paige contingent were 
compounded of rich melody and the 
sort of harmonics that sell well 
through the loudspeaker. The chorus 
of 70 mixed voices provided more of 
a sound background than a demon- 
a of good radio choral acro- 

atics. 


The plug copy confined itself a 
greeting from the president of the 
Packard company and a plea to ‘talk 
it over with your Packard dealer.’ 

Odec. 


JANET GAYNOR, ROBERT MONT- 
GOMERY 

With Lionel Stander, May Robson 
and Lou Merrill 

‘A Star Is Born’ 

60 Mins, 

LUX 

Monday, 9 p.m. EDST. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Lux Theatre, directed by Cecil B. 
DeMille, has again mounted the 
broadcasting barricades after a nine- 
week hiatus from the heat. It 
bounced back exceedingly strong, 
using as its vehicle that screen hit 
of last season, David O. Selznick’s 
‘Star Is Born.’ 


Janet Gaynor, starred in the film, 
did her first air chore in repeating 
her role of Esther Blodgett. “Til Lux 
lured her, Miss Gaynor has repeat- 
edly shied from the radio—including 
‘Hollywood Hotel.’ After her per- 
formance in ‘Star’ Monday (13), one 
is inclined to wonder why. 

Robert Montgomery, doing his 
fourth frolic for Lux and DeMille, 
did the role of the careless, dipso- 
maniac pic player that was created 
by Fredric March, and projected it 
over the ozone effectively enough to 
make it lucid. Lionel Stander and 
May Robson repeated their celluloid 
parts, though their characters had 
much less participation in the air 
version. Lou Merrill was very good 
as the producer originally done by 
Adolphe Menjou. 

The radio dramatization was quite 
as good entertainment in its own 
sphere as was the film. It told the 
same story with the same sensitive 
objectivity, and the slick use of sound 
effects and background suggestion in 
place of the screen touches which 
could not be duplicated except 
visually showed expert and thought- 
ful preparedness. 

Guests of DeMille were Sid Grau- 
man and John Leroy Johnston, wes- 
tern manager for Fawcett Publica- 
tions, string of film fan mags. John- 
ston was brief in naming his selec- 
tion of all-time lovelies of the screen, 
and that of course was a natural 
wedge to plug the product. Grau- 
man talked about those footprints 
of filmites imprinted in the fore court 
Chinese theatre in Los 

Bert, 





——-—= 


‘FORD SUNDAY EVENING HOUR’ 

With John Charles Thomas and Jose 
Iturbi Orch. 

60 Mins 

FORD 

Sunday, 9 p.m. EDST 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(N. W. Ayer) 


Though Henry Ford has consid- 
erably pulled in his broadcasting 
budget, the Sunday symph, pet of 
both Henry and Edsel, will go on. 
Returning to the ozone Sunday (12), 
one of the differences this from 
other years is a more extensive use 
of guests. Baritone Thomas and 
conductor Iturbi were both one-shot 
appearers. 

Selection for the 75-piece orch was 
not too auspicious for a returning 
program which had ducked the heat 
all summer. Most of the numbers 
were rather obscure, a lesser labor 
by Brahms being the only contribu- 
tion by a very well-known com- 
poser. Iturbi was in form, which 
means a showmanly performance 
on the podium. 

Thomas had three whacks, all 
good and all time-tried. Led off 
with the prolog from ‘Pagliacci,’ then 
dovetailed. the Chancellor’s chant 
from ‘Iolanthe’ and ‘Lost Chord.’ 
They were natural Thomas selec- 
tions. 

As usual, and under direct instruc- 
tions from the Fords, a hymn, which 
the visual audience in Detroit were 
asked to sing, closed. 

W. J. Cameron, the mouthpiece for 
the program, opened up his six-min. 
discourse by saying that there would 
be no commercials; there weren’t 
any, actually. What Cameron did 
chirp about, however, was that the 
country was returning to ‘normal’ 
and that ‘right’ would always assert 
itself. He made, of course, no direct 
reference to the CIO trouble. the 
motor maker has, been having; in- 
stead he was all sweetness and 
bright with assurance every little 
thing in the world was hunky dory. 
But that type of patter fits in with 
the Ford show, and it undoubtedly 
pleases the sort of listeners the pro- 
gram has always attracted. Bert. 
MUSICAL CLOCK 
Participating 
Daily, 8 a.m. 

HP50, Colon, Panama 

Languages differ but -radio pro- 
grams in countries permitting adver- 
tising tend to resemble one another. 
Here , for example, in the Repubtic 
of Panama, hard by the Canal Zone, 
is a typical morning ‘Musical Clock,’ 
three-quarters in English and one- 
quarter following in Spanish. Typi- 
cal, that is, of the same kind of 
matinal program on United States 
stations. Perhaps typical-plus_ in 
that the commercialism is franker 
and the —t of the presentation 
more stodgy, less chummy and in 
the household idiom, than is usually 
the case in the States. 

Liquidation sales-ridiculous prices 
—telephone 527 for this or that—have 
our house painted by Pedro Rem- 
randt—try Jungle Itch Salve for 
tick bite—listen to Victor records— 
chew Wrigley’s—and ride in Fords. 
That was the gist of the advertising 
Breaking up the commercial blurbs 
were records and transcriptions. The 
station has NBC Thesaurus service, 
among others. 

VaRIETY perambulatory reporter 
riding at anchor in Cristobal break- 
water recognized the voices of Ed 
East and Ralph Dumke masquerad- 
ing in these Latin parts under the 
jovial denomination of Joey and 
Chuck. Wax has long been interna- 
tional radio’s most convenient me- 
dium. It makes the Panama station 
sound pretty much like its sisters in 
the. north. Or it would if the an- 
nouncer were not dispelling the illu- 
sion every time he uted in stilted 
oddly-phrased English. That spieler 
was having tough going on the 
morning he was tuned in for this 
commentary. He seemed to have 
asthma at the very least. He sput- 
tered and stuttered and hem-hawed 
like somebody who had a story to 
tell and forgot what it was. He was 
a first-class place-loser. The manu- 
script must have swung on a swivel 
derrick judging by the long silences 
between pages. He suffered his way 
finally through both the morning 
news—written in pompous cliche 
phraseology—and the various filler- 
inners, 

Tie-up with the Star-Herald news- 
paper furnished the news, all local, 
none international. Detailed de- 
scription of a self-service grocery 
store soon to open, a local dog with 
a bad habit of murdering local birds 
and condemned by the local magis- 
trate, the volley ball rivalry between 
the army and the navy and the 
presence of a Chilean gentleman 
who would publish a Panama spe- 
cial edition of his paper, Zig pa 

an 


DIFFENDERFER FAMILY 
Sacred Music—Vocal 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WGAL, Lancaster, Pa. 


Program is unusual in that it goes 
about its business quietly without a 
lot of preaching. Family group !s 
composed of the father, mother, two 
daughters and one son, who do 
hymns and sacred music with piano 
accompaniment of mother. 

Although group is not in the spon- 
sorable class and is well aware of 
the fact, this has nothing to do with 
program popularity. Even though 
they air only one program a week. 
they enjoy a very consistent mail 
draw for request numbers. 
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SPONSORS COOL 








| 
Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 
Twenty-one gabbers, selected to do | 
play-by-play on Atlantic football 
proadeasts this fall, were brought 
io Philly yesterday and today (Tues- 
day) to get final instructions on han- | 
djing the games. 





New York and Philly newspaper- 
men at dinner last night at the Ar- 
cadia-International restaurant. 

The announcers were _ selected | 
after auditions in 11 cities by Joseph | 
Rollins, ad manager of Atlantic, and | 
Les Quailey and Wally Orr, of the 
N. W. Ayer agency staff. Stations in 
ihe cities selected were asked to in- 
vite all local talent to the auditions, 
at which Quailey produced a small 
chart of a football gridiron and 
asked each applicant to give an ac- 
count of the game depicted on it in 
pencilled symbols. What was sought 
was imagination, voice quality, ac- | 
curacy of fooiball terminology, voice | 


inflection and sincerity. Because of 
nervousness, some candidates were 
given as many as three chances. 

Co. Policy fusight 

Yesterday morning gabbers were 
given company policy and general | 
instructions. Quailey instructed them | 
in method of making commercials 
and general deportment. He oui- 
Jawed all smart-aleck tendencies. 
Commercials were ordered before 
and after games and between halves | 
‘und quarters, with none during ac- | 
tual play. They will be given by 
staffers of stations airing. 

The 21 announcers were also taken 
through refinery at Point Breeze to 
make them ‘product-minded.’ This | 
morning they were lectured on rules | 
by Bill Crowell, chairman of the 
rules committee, and this afternoon 
drilled in formations by Clipper} 
Smith, Villanova coach. Quailey dis- | 
cussed, in general, method of get- | 
ting over progress of the game. Rol- 
lins emphasized to the men that 
company wanted no Clem McCarthy 
stuff. He instructed them not to get 
excited over a three-yard run or a 
20-yard “kick, but merely to tell a 
story in the Ted Husing manner. 

Announcers and observers selected 
fre George Walsh, Gainesville, Fla.: 
Frank Blair, Greenville, S. C.: Mar- 
cus Bartlett, Atlanta; Lee Kirby, 
Charlotte, N. C.; Ken Gerard, Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va.; Peco Gleason, 
Charlottesville, Va.: Jake Slagle, 
Baltimore; John Wilbourn, Balti- 
more; Jack Barry, Philly; Sandy 
Guyer, Philly: Bill Hewitt, Philly; 
Woody Wolf, Williamsport, Pa.: Tom 
McMahon, Binghamton; Al Trigg, 
New York; Byrum Saam, Minneap- | 
olis; Kerby Cushing, Philly: Bailey | 
Goss, Reading: Ed Gundaker, Lan- 
caster; Dick West, Easton: Claude | 





Haring, Pittsbureh and Philly; Jim- | Irene 


They were guests | sportscaster, 
of the oil company, with about 75 | plane on Sept. 8 for his second an- 


|nual tour of the Big Ten and Notre | 
| Dame football training camps, to- 
| gether with Bert McGrane, sports 
writer, and George Yates, photog- 
rapher of the Des Moines Register 
staff. 





| 


Training Survey 





Des Moines, Sept. 14. 
Shumate, 
left 


Gene Iowa network 


Des Moines by 





Send-off was aired over the local 


| stations as a build-up for the Iowa 
| football 


schedule, starting Oct. 2. 





COMMERCIAL 


BOGEY IN 
CANADA 


Winnipeg, Sept. 14. 
Officials of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. are apparently lying 
awake nights trying to think up 


| fresh ways in which to sidestep the 
| stigma of commercialization, for al- 


though commercials are already rid- 


| ing their network they still refuse 


to list them in their program sched- 
ules. Strong cries of ‘Backbenders’ 


| are being heard from the regions of 
| the press, with CBS officials refus- 


ing to make any comment one way 
or the other. Regardless, sponsors 
are advertising their programs in the 
daily press, adding that the feature 
will be heard 
time over the CBS national network. | 


— 


Atlantic Refining’s Skull Practice 
For Grid Spielers; Quailey Tells 'Em = 71H 7) 


at such and such a| 





ONE-SHOT ITEMS 
rH 


World Series Having Diffi- 
culty Getting Takers— 
Buick Reported Off Champ 
Fights in Future — Only 
Series Term Events 


Salable 


or 


TOO MUCH GRIEF 


ee, 


Sponsors are. decidedly chilled on 
large-scale, network sprawled single- 
| shot sport events of national interest. 
|Suddenly the agencies have found 
| they can’t sell their clients on such 
}events, and the networks are simi- 
larly wising up. Sports’ sponsorship 
| has now shifted to week-in-week out 
| Possibilities, and shied away from 
| such singletons and _  briefies’ as 
{championship fights, World Series 
jand golf matches. 
| It now appears that the World 
|Series might have to air on 
sustaining. Ford, former bankroller 
|}over CBS and NBC at total cost of 
| $410,000, has withdrawn. With no 
| other sponsor looming willing to 
; pay the $100,000 flatly demanded by 
|the leagues to cover the network 
|costs additionally, Mutual last week 
|took a seven-day option of the 
| Series. Frantically the web’s sales 
staff thumbed through the files, dig- 
ging up every possible or prospec- 
| tive sponsor. All nixed the proposi- 


tion. Mutual asked $200,000 for all 
| the games, tossing in its full net. 
|Mutual yesterday (Tuesday) got 


another seven-day option from Judge 
| K. M. Landis, the baseball ‘czar,’ and 
| started talking to Old Gold and 
| Buick about splitting sponsorship of 
the series. 


It’s going to be difficult for any 
;}network to snag a sponsor for the 
jnext heavyweight title bout, too. 


Many among the press regard the 
move as nothing but a silly sort of | 
bluff, as everyone knows perfectly | 
well that CBS artists, production | 
men, engineers and stations are be- 
ing used, with radio editors burning 
plenty, as it balls up their listings. 
Usual programs are tak<ca off with 
‘this is the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp,’ while commercials have a 
‘this came to you over a network of 
Canadian stations,’ sign-off. Those 
on the sidelines are getting a sock 
wallop out of the whole business. 





Irene Gedney in 2d 


Automobile Accident 


Rochester, Sept. 14. 
For the second time in two years, 
Gedney, 24, "WHAM. staff 


mie Murray, Pittsburgh; Gil Gib- | pianist, is in the hospital as a result 
bons, Cleveland; Dan Dwyer. Syraee Of traffic accident injuries. She was 
cuse; Jack Fraser, New York: Joe | driving her younger sister, Merle, to 
Fay, Manville, R. I.;: Harry Schwartz, | a Waterbury, Conn., business college 


Philly; Dick Dunkel, Mt. Lakes, N. 
J.; Meb Davis, Richmond. Va. 


LARRY KELLEY JUST 
WON'T GO PROFESH 


Lord & Thomas agency could ap- 
parently get nowhere in an effort to 
interest Larry Kelley, Yale's spec- 
lacular end of the past three grid 
seasons, in going commercial over 
the ozone this autumn with a series 
of football forecasts. Agency 








} 
| 
| 


| 


when a passenger car collided with a 
truck and then crashed head-on into 
her car, according to reports. Driver 


| of the other machine was killed and 


| Miss Gedney suffered a broken ankle 


and brain concussion. 


When Miss Gedney was 
hospital here five months in 1935 
with a broken leg suffered 
automobile accident, she 


|dummy keyboard rigged up so she 


had | 


one of its clients lined up for Kelley, | 


and has been nixing bids from other 
anxious-to-airers with pigskin back- 
érounds. 

All-American wingman has been 
declining all offers to commercialize 
his athletic rep. St. Louis Cardinals 


| Broadcasts 


waved $12,000 before his eyes for his | 


baseball] 


services for a season. Pro 


Erid Outfits have all camped on his | 


‘rail also. End appeared in a charity | 


7 


oe last week in New York be- | 
‘ween the pro N. Y. Giants and the | 


asiern College All-Stars, but fur- | 


ther public appearances are out of 
aoe S schedule in the future. He’s 
N . te the faculty at Peddie. 
hs; “- Prep school, to teach Amevienn 
“'Story and coach football. 


could keep her fingers supple. 


RAMS OVER WGAR 
Cleveland, Sept. 14. 

Both home and out-of-town games 
of the Cleveland Rams, pro football 
team. will be aired by WGAR. 
will be sponsored by 
Standard Orwf Ohio. Wire accounts 
of the out-of-town games will be re- 

created in the WGAR studios. 
John Patt, manager of WGAR, is 





|one of the stockholders in the pro 


eleven. 


Cronkite on U of Okla. 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 14. 





Walter Cronkite has been ap- 
pointed by WKY to handle al! 
broadcasis from the University of 


Oklahoma footbal! 
the coming season. 
He will live in Norman. 


in the) 


in an} 
had aj} 


activities during | 


| Buick, which has backed the recent 


chilly towards 
Descriptions have come 


ones, is understood 
any more. 


{in for so much criticism of inac- 


curacy, bias and over-dramatization, 
that would-be sponsors are afraid 
the public has lost faith in broad- 
cast accounts of the fights. 

Mills’ Attitude 

Biggest bankroller of sports, Gen- 
eral Mills, just won't consider one- 
shot stuff, having long ago decided 
that the public must be nursed to 
the product plugged through a sus- 
| tained series. and for that reason the 
/milling company takes baseball 
{games right through the season; 
| same system applied and adhered 
|to by two other large sports’ spon- 
sors, Socony-Vacuum and Kellogg. 
| Atlantic Refining, which thinks it has 
| the handiing of football down to a 
|fine art, doesn’t use one-shot stuff 
|}on stations during the grid seasons. 
Buys a station for the season and 
j|spots games weekly for at least ten 
weeks. believing that interest is 
awakened in the product’ only 
through trip-hammering the adver- 
/tising message in serial form. 

CBS. NBC and. to a smaller. ex- 
tent. Mutual, are stacked up with 
rights to all manner of single-day 
sports events of national importance, 
j}but can’t pry sponsors into taking 
{them. Small broadcasters around the 
country. if they buy an exclusive on 
some event of local interest only, 
are finding they can no _ longer 
| get a local sponsor. But, conversely, 
the commercial! air rights to the local 





Class C baseball club are gobbled 
up when offered. And the fresh- 
water teacher’s college, a few miles 


out of town. has had offers for its 


season of pigskin, which the local | 


station will air. 


THE BOSTON SLANT 


} Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Mayme Ober Peak. film writer of 
the Boston Globe, launches a radio 


ON SPORT 











L.A. Radio Eds Take Flight From 
$less Glory; New By-Line Front 





‘Streamlined Headlines’ is the new | medium of what passes for currency 


name for the newscasts on KSFO, | has seeped into the consciousness of 
local Columbia Broadcasting outlet. | the downtown radio editors. Leds 
Under the supervision of news| who pound out daily columns, keep 


editor Tro Harper, all dispatches 
from the United Press radio bureau 
are rid of unnecessary words. Short, 
snappy items are preferred. Harper 
is also attempting to stress human 
interest news and play down crime 


the logs rolling and do the micro- 
phone chores for the sheets they 
work for, to keep the dialers hep to 
what latest turbulence has blighied 
civilization, have given up trying to 
male ends touch at the 40-buck, 





| 
yarns. Bob Garred does the news-| more or less, weekly remuneration. 
casting. Air critics have decided to take 
——_—_———_— ———- things into their own hands, come 
what may of the Guild campaign. 


Boys can’t get a moratorium on the 
grocery bills until the Guild does 
something about the wage situation 
out here, so action was suited to the 
word and presto! New faces peer 
over the mills in the radio sanctums 
of the four major downtown rags. 
Missing from the radio pages are 
the by-now w. k. bylines of Ken 
Frogley (Illustrated Morning and 
Evening News); Carroll Nye (Times): 
Gene Inge (Herald-Express), and 
Bernie Milligan, hiding behind the 
air-de-plume of ‘Ray de O’Fan’ ‘(Ex- 
aminer). All that remains in met 
L. A. of the old gang is Zuma 
Palmer of the Hollywood Citizen- 


BROOKLYN BALL 
CLUB MAY GO 
COMMERSH 


Considerable likelihood that the 
Brooklyn Dodgers will have their 
ball games aired commercially next 
General Mills, in behalf of 


season. : News. But then her brother, Harlan 
Wheaties, is hot on getting the| Palmer, owns the sheet. She's the 
Brooks. In the event the owners of 


only femme radio ed in these parts 
and one of the regulars. 

Frogley is now sports ed of the 
tabloid Evening News. That lifts 
him into the better money class auto- 
matically. Nye is copy chief for 
Earle Ferris here, a tan increase of 
20% over his Times pittance. Inge 
will take a whirl at radio production 
and claims not to have any regrets 
over leaving the Hearst employ. 


the club, Steve McKeever and the 
Brooklyn Trust Co., do sell, it will 
be the breakdown of big league ball 
in N. Y., after anxious would-be 
sponsors of games have been knock 
ing on the door for years. 
Brooklyn, and the two N. Y. 
teams, Giants and Yanks, several 
years ago made a three-way pact by 
which all agreed to keep off the air. 








Milligan is in the east looking around, 


What is causing the Dodger club to 4 
For the record, Rudolph Block, Jr. 


waver is the fact that this has been | 


another losing year for it at the | (he’s Bruno Lessing’s son) moved in 
ante. |at the Examiner; Dale Armstrong 
| radiopines at the Times; James Har- 


Yanks, of course, have mopped up 


er stru les z é is, 
all year, both on the home loam and per struggles along at the News, the 


Herald-Ex nabobs are still shopping 


_ a Rarer oe eee ot 3 around for Inge’s follower. 
aven a oo staggering an at- It all marks the first clean sw 
tendance this season at the Polo - Se aa ae 


of the downtown radio front in 
vears. Most of the lads who took 
flight from glory have been toiling 
away for five years or more. 


POLISH DAILY SUES 
STATION FOR LIBEL 


Detroit, Sept. 14. 

Asking $200,000 damages, a suit 
against WEXL, Royal Oak, Mich., 
was filed here Saturday (11) by the 
Polish Educational Publishing Assn., 
Inc., publisher of The People’s 
Voice, newspaper. Also named as de- 
fendants were George B. Hartrick, 
president of Royal Oak Broadcasting 
Co., and Announcers Joseph Kara- 
siewicez and Ted Zajac. 

Newspaper publishers allege that 
the defendants had conspired to in- 
jure the plaintiffs by warning Polish 
listeners against buying stock in the 
publishing house. 

Broadcasters, it was charged, pub- 
licly declared that money collected 
by the publishers was turned over to 
the Communist Party, that the Polish 
paper was an agency of the Soviets 
and that the publishing association 

° es F 2ST would ‘ruin the People’s Voice as it 
Long Distance has ruined the workers’ life.’ 

Defendants are expected to file 


. ee — | 
Ft. Worth, Sept. 14. | on answer to the charges this week. 


Cy Leland, KBAP sports an-|* t 
Amis with BSFD 


Grounds, they have packed ‘em in 
on the road. Further, it looks like 
the N. Y. teams may battle it out 
again in the World Series, which 
means thicker gravy. 


Greater N. Y. remains the only 
spot in the country where commer- 
cial sponsorship of games has not 
gone into effect. All the other teams 
in both leagues have their home tus- 
sles bankrolled by General Mills, 
with the exception of Pittsburgh. 
Pirates still do not permit sponsor- 
ship of their Forbes Field tilts, but 
Kellogg has nailed down their out- 
of-town schedule for relay back to a 
Pittsburgh outlet. 


WNBC, WELI Hook Up 
With Regional Web 


WNBC,. New Britain, Conn., and 
WELI, New Haven, have been added | 
to the regional lineup of small sta- 
tions which feed each other pro- 
grams. WOV and WBIL, N. Y., and 
WRAX-WPEN,. Philly, have heen | 
carrying on the arrangement for 
some time. 

To date all the programs have been 
strictly sustaining. with each station 
sharing the line charges. 




















| 25, on one of the longest remote pro- 


nouncer, will give a_ play-by-play 
Lewis Amis has become radio di- 


account of the Ohio State—T.C.U. | 
grid fracas in Columbus, Onio, Sept. | 
| rector of the Brooke, Smith, French 


wre . wT. atten t- Vv P ah : 
y chee ype o Magy npted by an 1n-!®% Dorrance agency in New York. 
lV) al Station. - 
Unusual interest nanifeste He was formerly with Erwin, 
2 "es s maniies G 
a : a Wasey & Co. 
here in the grid scrap since Coach Whig xa ; 
Francis Schmidt, former)) with | METRES to 
Texas Christian, is now mentor for| KEITH KIGGINS UPPED 


Keith Kiggins, for the last three 
years assistant chief of NBC station 
relations in N. Y., upped to manager 


the Ohio squad. 





Wilken’s amateur show conducted 


| program over KMPC ‘Beverly Hilis)| by Brian McDonald, Jerry Mayhail|of the department effective today 
this week, land Jack Logan over WJAS, Pitts- | (Wed). 

She handles the narration on a}|burgh, Sunday afternoons, is playing Suceeeds Reginald Brophy, who 
quarter hour talker called ‘Holly-|one-nighters now in tri-stu‘e the-|has resigned to become general 


wood Behind the Headlines.’ 


atres. | manager of the Canadian Marconi Co, 


Down-to-the-Bone News Los Angeles, Sept. 14 
That all-important necessity of 
— on | keeping body and soul together 
San Francisco, Sept. 14. | through the now generally accepted” 


ay 
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Chi Emulates Radio Education 
Idea First Introduced in Aussie 
As Kids Kept Home by Infantile 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Chicago board of health is keep- 
ing schools closed here because of 
the infantile paralysis epidemic, 
which has brought about the rare 
instance of four rival radio stations 
and five rival daily newspapers 
working together on a single idea. 
‘WhivS “the situation between radio 
stations has always been fairly 
friendly, as has the station-news- 
_paper relations, this is believed to 
be the first time everybody sat down 
together. 

Particular instance is the broad- 
casting of courses of study produced 
in cooperation with the Chicago 
Board of Education, an experiment 
which was inaugurated yesterday 
(13), and is being closely watched 
by educators all over the country. 


Each station is giving whatever 
amount of time is available in an 
across-the-board six days a week 
pattern. Both WIND and WJJD are 
using a 30-minute strip, WLS 45 
minutes, and WENR 15, latter being 
the only station to have to go below 
the 6 o'clock line for time. 


WGN and WCFL are also in for 
15 minutes daily each, making six 
stations co-operating. WBBM only 
major out. 


Board of Education is to furnish 
specialists in the different subjects 
of the scheol curriculum, who are to 
give courses systematically for the 
different grades of school. News- 
papers are cooperating through pub- 
licity, and are also printing daily 
tories of the broadcasts in preview. 
These stories are to be used as text 
books, and an examination will be 
given all the kids the second day 
after schools reopen. 


Experiment is one which fs con- 
sidered of vital importance by edu- 
cators throughout the country, and 
Specialists are being drafted from 
everywhere to get the thing going 
right. Figure that something for the 
future will come of it, and most cer- 
tainly the Chi run will be used as a 
basis for future similar stunts. 


Idea is said to have been originated 
by Al Hollander, special events and 
publicity head for WIND-WJJD, 
who, with Dr. H. J. Johnson, head 
Chicago Board of Education, worked 
things up to their present status with 
the newspapers and other stations 
co-operating. It was successfully 
done down in Australia several 
months ago when the same disease 
struck there. 


PLENTY OF BALLYHOO 
FOR CLEVE SWITCHES 


Cleveland, Sept. 14. 

Switch of network affiliations be- 
tween WGAR and WHK Sept. 26 is 
being ballyhooed in a big way, with 
both stations attempting to outdo 
each other. WGAR takes on Co- 
lumbia and WHK joins the NBC 
blue later this month. 

WHK is already notifying its dial- 
ers through announcements every 15 
minutes during the day, taking the 
Columbia chain breaks with ‘WHK 
joins the NBC blue network on Sept. 
26... WGAR plans a heavy news- 
paper, streetcar billboard, taxicab 
and radio campaign for the event. 

Two-day radio celebration of the 
eveni will be staged by WHK Sept. 
26. Celebration will also include 
WJAY’s affiliation with Mutual. 
NBC is sending its Magic Key show 
here for the opener. Special network 
Salutes and local jamborees are also 
scheduled. WHK and WJAY host- 
~sSes and femme acts will all wear 
‘NBC Biue Network’ gowns. No Co- 
lumbia gowns for the WGAR girls, 
but Manager John Patt says the 
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Air Races Over CKLW 


Detroit, Sept. 14. 


Description of the Detroit National 
Air Show here Saturday (18) will 
be broadcast by CKLW to Mutual 
from 1:30 to 2 p.m., EST. Show will 
feature most of the topnotch aces in 
the Bendix, Thompson and Greve 
trophy races at Cleveland last weck. 


Steve Douglas and Vail Clare of 
CKLW will mike the show. 


Following day (19), CKLW and 
MBS will air memorial services for 
late Eddie Stinson, pioneer aircraft 
builder, from Wayne County airport. 
Addresses will be by Orville Wright, 
Gov. Frank Murphy and Mayor 
Frank Cousens, preceded by lower- 
ing of flag to half-mast by Pres. 
Roosevelt via wireless from Wash- 
ington. 


NO HEARST TIE, 
ROOSEVELT SAYS 


Washington, Sept. 14. 

Complete independence of the 
Hearst radio network is planned for 
Frontier Broadcasting Co., owned by 
Elliott Roosevelt, v.p. of Hearst 
Radio Inc., and President Roosevelt’s 
son, the Federal Communications 
Commission was told last week. 


With two deals waiting for Com- 
mish ratification, young Roosevelt, 
who was the middle-man in Hearst’s 
purchase of the Southwest network 
last year, assured the F.C.C. that he 
and his wife intend to own and 
operate KFJZ, Fort Worth, and 
KAPC, San Antonio, on their own 
behalf. Appearing as principal wit- 
ness for his wife, the former Ruth 
Goggins, the President’s offspring as- 
serted that Hearst Radio, which he 
bosses in the Southwest, will have no 
connection with KFJZ, 


Disclosure came during a hearing 
on Mrs. Roosevelt’s application for 
a permit to take over the Fort 
Worth transmitter from Ralph S. 
Bishop and his associates. Price for 
the stock of Fort Worth Broadcasters 
Inc., license-holding corporation, is 
$57,500. Also pending, but not yet 
slated for hearing, is a duplicate re- 
quest for consent to acquire KABC 
at a rumored figure of $55,000. 


Resources of $99,000, plus his in- 
come of $20,000 per annum, are 
available to support KFJZ, Roosevelt 
explained to Examiner George H. 
Hill. Said his wife owas a 1,500- 
acre ranch worth $60,000; a $12,000 
home; $10,000 worth of stocks and 
bonds; $7,500 worth of livestock; and 
$10,000 of miscellaneous assets. 


DISNEY-RINSO SHOW 
MAY BE OK’D TODAY 


Ruthrauff & Ryan expects to get 
an okay today (Wednesday) from 
Lever Bros. on the underwriting of 
a Walt Disney (‘Mickey Mouse’) 
program for Rinso. The half hour 
preceding the Al Jolson show on 
CBS Tuesday nights would be the 
spot for the cartoon fantasy. 


Same agency is also trying to get 
a nod on the Myrna Loy-William 
Powell combination in a series by 
Dashiell Hammett. 




















Carter Joins Bruno 





Dave Carter, former western pub- 
licity chief for CBS, has become 


town will know of the change with- | Pacific slope rep for H. A. Bruno 


oul special dresses. 


Holly Hotel Renewed 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Hollywood Hotel has b 
for another 52 weeks by Campbell 
Soup. 
New stretch starts Oct. 1. 








| 





| 


| 


& Associates, public relations outfit. 
First assignment for Carter in his 
new spot will be to handle the 
hoopla on the Jeanette MacDonald 
airer over Columbia for Vicks, which 


; debuts Sept. 26. 


land Special Features, and prior to 
‘that with Paramount. 


Before doing Coast publicity for 


een renewed} CBS, Carter was in the N. Y. office 


of the web’s Dept. of Public Events 








| Agencies—Sponsors | 


Jerry Belcher’s ‘Our Neighbors’ 
15 minute once-a-week stanza to go 
NBC-Blue for Fitch Hair tonic, be- 
ginning Sept. 26. Switch name to 
‘Interesting Neighbors.’ 








H. Fendrick cigars to be plugged 
on NBC-Red beginning Sept. 26, with 
a weekly 30-min. ‘Smoke Dreams’ 
show. 





Serutan, laxative, spreading radio 
campaign from thrice weekly half- 
hours on eastern stations to midwest 
coverage. Franklin Bruck the agency. 





Childs eateries plugging selves on 
WOR with series of musical tran- 
scriptions. Ruthrauff & Ryan agented. 





Benton & Bowles has made Char- 
ley Schenck director of Palmolive 
Beauty Box (Jessica Dragonette- 
Charles Kullman) show on CBS. 





Campbell Cereal Co. (Malt-O- 
Meal), Minneapolis, Minn., through 
Emil Brisacher & Staff, is placing its 
‘Rube Appleberry’ programs, tran- 
scribed, on KGO, San Francisco, for 
39 weeks, twice weekly through Dec. 
24, and once weekly Dec. 29 through 
Mar. 23, 1938. Series starts Sept. 28. 





Joseph Magnin Co., Inc. (women’s 
apparel) will use Ira Blue in a quar- 
ter-hour program called ‘Names and 
Faces’ beginning Sept. 26 at 8:15 p.m. 
PST Sundays over KPO, San Fran- 
cisco. Agency is Sidney Garfinkel. 





Musterole returns Carson Robison 
to the air Oct. 4 by way of a Mutual 
hookup of 32 stations and a separate 
broadcast over the WLW Line, feed- 
ing the Cincinnati superwatter, and 
WHN, New York. It will be three 
15-minute periods a week. Erwin- 
Wasey is the agency. 





Wesson Oil & Snowdrift Sales Co., 
San Francisco, has renewed its Haw- 
thorne House dramatic serial for 52 
weeks effective Sept. 26 over the 
basic coast NBC-Red, including 
KPO, San Francisco; KHQ, Spokane; 
KOMO, Seattle; KGW, Portland; 
KFI, Los Angeles. Agency: Fitz- 
gerald, New Orleans. Effective same 
date the show shifts from Monday 
nights at 9:00 to Sundays at 17:00 
p.m. PST. 





Thomas Leeming Co. (Baume 
Bengue) will sponsor a series of 
Monday through Friday five-min. 
newscasts over WABC, N. Y., com- 
mencing Oct. 4. Programs wili air 
at 7:55 am. William Esty is the 
agency. 





May Robson’s transcribed five-a- 
week ‘Aunt May’ series signed for 
20 weeks on WGN by Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert for Bauer & Black. 
Starting date, Oct. 18; plugs Velure 
Hand lotion. 





Vick Chemical will have 60 sta- 
tions carrying announcements on its 
coughdrops. Contracts are for 26 
weeks. Morse International is the 
agency. 





Gude’s Pepto-Mangan will prob- 
ably start a spot announcement cam- 
paign the latter part of this year, 
through Morse International. 





Ralph Kirbery, ‘The Dream 
Singer,’ signatured to make three 
more transcriptions for Chevrolet, 
deal set by William Morris and 
Campbell-Ewald agency. Will do 
cuttings this month World 
Broadcasting System. 


at 





Philadelphia Co. begins a new se- 
ries of weekly half-hour ‘Pittsburgh 
Varieties’ programs on KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, this week. New deal is for 
39 weeks, marking resumption of 
show for the fifth consecutive year. 
Placed direct. 





Nestle’s Ever-ready Cocoa, through 
Cecil Warwick & Legler, N. Y., 
bankrolling the ‘Morning Hostess’ 
with Emily Barton Tuesdays and 
Fridays 11:45 to 12 noon PST over 
KFRC, San Francisco, starting Oct. 
1 for 39 broadcasts, 





Pennsylvania Publicity Commis- 
sion’s ‘Sell Pennsylvania’ campaign 
got under way on WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
Sunday (12) with a show featuring 
Zoel Parenteau’s orchestra, Bill 
Farren and an address by Warren 
Van Dyke, secretary of the state 
highway commission. Walker-Down- 
ing handling. 





Manile Lamp Co. aboard WGY., 





Schenectady, with weekly quarter- 
hour series. Presba, Fellers & Pres- 
ba the agency. 








—_ 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Gossip that Judge Eugene O. Sykes, chairman of F. C. C. Broadcast 
Division and veteran of 10 years’ radio regulation, will move to the Fed- 
eral bench was revived last week in Washington following announcement 
that Chief Justice George E. Martin will resign from the District of Colum- 
bia Court of Appeals. Many other names were mentioned but Sykes was 
frequently identified as likely selection. 

Story has made the rounds frequently in past year, most recently about 
a month ago when one seat on the same tribunal was vacated by death of 


Justice Josiah Van Orsdel. 


In a surprise appointment, President Roose- 


velt picked Justin Miller of the U. S. Board of Tax Appeals for the berth. 
Present predictions are that Associate Justice Harold M. Stephens will be 
upped to the top notch, with Sykes likely to take his place. 





Coast agency producers are getting fed up on the antics of a top comedy 
name who nurses a peeve against every week’s script and generally blows 
up just before air time. Funny fellow has been a thorn in the side of the 
production staff and has threatened to quit the show ever since it started. 

Being an old trouper the agency lads figure he should be a good enough 


sport te play along with the others, 


if fer no other reason than the im- 


portant coin he’s drawing. Or that, if he must let off steam, he might be 
thoughtful enough to do it at dress rehearsal. 

Seems that the script writers assigned to him haven’t been tossing enough 
laughs his way, as he has plenty of competition on the program. Boys 
say if he makes one more crack about blowing the show they'll dare him 
to—at the expense of their own jobs. The relief would be worth it, they 


claim. 





Labor chieftains in Washington are reported provoked at the lack of 
harmony between the management of WCFL, sole labor-controlled broad- 
casting station in the nation, and the American Federation of Musicians. 
Displeasure toward the Chicago transmitter’s policy was evidenced last 
week following the disclosure that, at the height of the drive to force the 
broadcasting industry to hire more musicians, WCFL is soliciting sponsors 
for approximately four hours daily of recordings. 

American Federation of Labor bosses, many of whom have been critical 
of the WCFL management for years, feel the Chi outlet should set an 
example for commercial broadcasters by holding waxed program matter 


to a minimum. 





Addition of Walter Duncan as director of national sales for WNEW, 
N. Y., in no way disturbs the status of Herman Bess, vice-president and 


sales chief for the station. 


He remains in charge of sales but the addition 


of the new staff man means that he will confine most of his energies now 


to local sales. 


Bess left the advertising agency business to become sales director for 
WNEW. Understood that his contract has several years yet to run. 





WHAM, Rochester, Moves 
Staff Members Around 


Rochester, Sept. 14. 

Staff of WHAM has been reor- 
ganized on a departmental basis to 
fix responsibility and end duplica- 
tion of effort. In most cases titles 
have not been changed, but duties 
are more clearly defined. 

Gen. Mgr. William Fay heads the 
four departments: studio, programs, 
commercial and technical. Studio 
director Jack Lee is in charge of 
personnel, office maintenance, pro- 
duction, drama, special assignments, 
news, sports and nemo broadcasts. 
Under him, Lou Stark is supervisor 
of announcers, including Ken Loy- 
sen, Allan Sisson, Tom Murray, 
Richard Brown, Arthur Kelly, Don 
Harris and Jack Lee. 

Charles Siverson is program di- 
rector in charge of music and talent, 
with Ken Loysen in charge of wire 
traffic. Commercial Manager Frank 
Kelly is in charge of sales, promo- 
tion and publicity, with his staff in- 
cluding Arthur Kelly and Don 
Harris for promotion and Truman 
Brizee on sales. 

Chief Engineer John Long is in 
charge of the technical department, 
with Al Balling at the transmitter 
and Ken Gardner in the control 
room. 

Others responsible to Jack Lee in- 
clude Hazel Cowles, women’s pro- 
grams; Frank Silva, sports, and 
Wayne Shoemaker, script writer. 


KSO, KRNT Changes 


Des Moines, Sept. 14. 

Recent changes in the KSO and 
KRNT personnel, Des Moines, brings 
Edmund Linehan in as assistant pro- 
gram director, succeeding Lansing 
Benet, who becomes program di- 
rector for KSOO, Sioux Falls. Jimmy 
Randoiph, recently musical director 
for KFRU, Columbia, Mo., succeeds 
Linehan in the continuity depart- 
ment. 

Another vacancy in the continuity 
department, created when May- 
Floyd Sinex resigned to freelance 
in Chicago, has been filled by Har- 
riet Ristvedt, former assistant to Ed. 
Barrett, head of the Drake Univer- 
sity School of Radio. Also, a new 
special events department has been 
established, with Ken Brown at its 
head. 











GUNN WITH NBC 


Washington, Sept. 14. 

George Gunn, former University 
of Florida athlete, has joined he 
local announcing staff of N.B.C., fill- 
ing a gap left when Hugh Mclirevey 
was shifted to New York. 

Veteran of service at WRUF' and 
WFLA, the newcomer is doing gen- 
eral mike work on both WRC and 
WMAL. 





BUFF STATIONS 
HYPOING LEGITS 


Buffalo, Sept. 14. 


Networks have been making a 
splash about getting the finer plays 
on the air. Here radio is going to 
bat for the stage on the stage. 

WGR-WKBW is working in close 
cooperation with the Erlanger thea- 
tre, Buffalo’s only legit house, to 
help hypo interest in visiting pro- 
ductions. Theory is that it’s a civie 
duty and goodwill builder. ° 


Maxwell Anderson’s ‘The Star 
Wagon,’ with Burgess Meredith and 
Lillian Gish, will world-premiere 
here on Thursday (16), WGR spieler 
will meet the incoming troupers at 
the train for a special events inter- 
view, will put them on WKBW in a 
backstage quiz at the theatre, and 
then catch local citizenry in the 
lobby for a vox pop on why they 
came, what they think of the stars, 
ete. 

Clifford Johns gets the q.&a. as- 
signment. Has acted himself in such 
New York productions as ‘Steve- 
dore,’ is an old chum of Meredith's, 
and in general is calculated, because 
of his background, to be able to get 
the most out of the stunts. 

Routine was first tried Wednesday 
(8) when the Chicago cast of Clare 
Booth’s ‘The Women’ came in for a 
dress rehearsal. Johns did a show- 
manly, workmanlike job in 25 min- 
utes backstage, talking to Lois Wil- 
son, the star; supporting players, 
property men, stage hands and in 
general giving a picture of the ‘or- 
derly confusion’ that goes with set- 
ting up a new show. 

Stations also are planning to help 
ballyhoo Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria 
Regina,’ George Abbott’s ‘Room 
Service,’ ‘Tovarich,’ ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ and other plays on the 
incoming list. 





Everett Marshall 


Suing for Divorce 
Ft. Worth, Sept. 14. 
Everett Marshall, singer, filed suit 
in the 96th District Court here last 
week for divorce from Mrs. Carolina 
Segreta Marshall, alleging she de- 
serted him in 1931 after they had 
lived together three years. Mrs. 
Marshall earlier in the week began 
legal separation proceedings in New 
York Supreme Court, charging he 
deserted her in Italy in 1931. They 
wére married in Milan, Italy, in 
1928 and have one daughter. 
Marshall is appearing in Billy 
Rose’s ‘Fiesta’ here. 
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Supreme Court Asked to Review 


Portland ‘640 Cases’; FCC Challenge 





Washington, Sept. 14. 

Raising the question of vital im- 
portance to Federal regulatory 
agencies, Eastland Co. and Congress 
Square Hotel (WCSH) last week im- 
plored the Supreme Court to review 
the actions of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission in the pro- 
tracted and sensational ‘640 cases’ at 
Portland, Me. Sought a reversal of 
the Circuit Court ruling sustaining 
the F. C. C. grant of construction 
permit for a new station to rival the 
Portland Broadcasting System. 

Carrying on the fight against sub- 
stitution of commissioners during 
pendency of an application, Paul M. 
Segal, counsel for the losing ap- 
plicants, asked the highest tribunal 
to vacate the order in favor of the 
Portland Broadcasting System and 
grant whatever relief it deems 
proper. 

Issue on which the appellants un- 
successfully fought the F.C.C. action 
in the intermediate court is that it 
was_improper, amounting to a denial 
of justice, for two Broadcast Divi- 
gion newcomers, who did not hear 
either evidence or arguments, to par- 
ticipate in the decision. Since a 
majority of the Division was dis- 


qualified by lack of acquaintance 
with the proceedings, the entire 
scramble should start again from 


scratch, Segal contends. 

With numerous references to court 
rulings on similar -points in other 
litigation, Eastland-Congress Square 
counsel told tne highest court ‘it is 
established that the substitution of 
referees or masters in chancery dur- 
ing the course of a hearing is a 
reversible error where it involves 
disputed question of fact and the 
credibility of witnesses. In the ex- 
ercise of its judicial functions the 
Commission's activities are similar 
to those of a court. It has been 
repeatedly asserted that the substi- 
tution of a judge during a trial and 
before a decision has been rendered 
is error.’ 

Scream is based on the fact that, 
when evidence and arguments were 
presented, the Broadcast Division 


+ 








Gagging at the Mike 





Ft. Worth, Sept. 14. 

Reporting at WBAP for an 
interview, Hinda Wassau, strip- 
teaser at the Frontier Fiesta, 
handed the studio audience a 
laugh by hanging a brassiere 
on the mike. 

Miss Wassau told Elbert Hal- 
ing, WBAP announcer, 


she was 
from South Bend, Ind., the 
watch town, adding, “But my 


movements are my own.” 











SAXTON TO SUPE sis" 


San Francisco, Sept. 14. 

Chief Engineer A. H. Saxton of the 
National Broadcasting Co’s western 
division will supervise directly both 
the San Francisco and Hollywood 
technical staffs in the future, divid- 
ing his time between the web's of- 
fices here and in the southern part 
of the state. Saxton will oversee in- 
stallation of technical equipment in 
the new Hollywood. studios, to be 
erected shortly, and also direct work 
on improvements contemplated in 
the KGO and KPO studios and 
transmitters here. 

Curtis Peck, former announcer at 


KPO and for the past several years | 


in charge of the station’s transmitter 
at Belmont, has been upped to en- 
gineer in charge of the NBC studios 
in San Francisco, Donald De Wolf 
continues in a similar position in 
Hollywood. 





consisted of Commissioners Eugene 
QO. Sykes, Thad H. Brown and Hamp- 
son Gary but, when the case was 
settled, Commissioners Norman S. 
Case, Anning S. Prall and Sykes 
constituted the body. 


STORMY WEATHER 


1,300 Show Up fer Opening of WOR 
Playhouse, Seating 800 











WOR formally opened its new 
playhouse, above the New Amster- 
dam theatre off Times Square. Sun- 
day (12) with the Tim & Irene- 
Bunny Berrigan orch program (Ad- 
|miracion shampoo) as the attraction. 

Layout, which seats 800, was 
stormed by more than 1,300. Tickets 
| were distributed by the sponsor and, 





} 
| 
} 
| 


| 


| though only 800 were given out, | 


| guests had been told the ducats ad- 
| mitted them and friends. One guest 
had 15 friends. 


‘NAGEL DIRECTING 
_ FILM-NAME AIRSHOW 


Conrad Nagel has been set to di- 

the ‘Silver Theatre,’ Sunday 
dramatization se- 
ries which starts Oct. 3 over CBS. 








| 


International Silver Co. is the spon- | 


3 sor, Young & Rubicam the agency. 
| Program will broadcast from Hol- 
b 


lywood, using film names as cast 
toppers. 


| 
| 
} 
} 


Rosalind Russell and James | 


Stewart have been tabbed to be co- | 


featured on the initial show. 
Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Venting her disapproval of the 
merchandising campaign laid out by 
Young & Rubicam for its Interna- 
tional Silver broadcasts, Claudette 





Colbert reneged on her agreement | 


to do four shows 
series. 


in the dramatic 
Although contracts had been 


signed, the agency consented to the | 


cancellation, taking a loss of several 

thousand dollars in copy placed with 
| the slick mags and built arcund the 
actress. 

Rosalind Russell leads off in an 
original air piece which will be 
broadcast in four parts over as many 
successive Sundays. She will have 
James Stewart as her vis-a-vis. 

Show switches origination to New 
York after several weeks on 
Coast, to pick up stage names for 
the guest spots. So far set are Tal- 
lulah Bankhead and Eva Le Gal- 
lienne. 





Hugh Al Halff, station manager 
of WOAI, San Antonio, in New York 
| from a California vacash. 





the | 1. : 
transmitters are to be 


| 


| 
| 
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| 
| 
| 
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Station Bickering Forces Election 
Returns in N, Y. Into Cost Column 





Add Problems 


Toronto, Sept. 14. 

Chief, Engineer Ernest Swan 
of CKCL, local 100-watter, has 
a hard time explaining the fact 
that his station receives fan 
letters from listeners in Aus- 
tralia, yet it cannot be picked 
up in the parking lot directly 
behind the studio. 

Swan’s explanation is that 
the parking lot is a dead spot 
and the Australian reception is 
a freak, 














CANADA HOPES 
FOR NATL CHAIN 


Montreal, Sept. 14. 
Only important country un- 
equipped to participate ‘in’ world 


broadcasting on the’ short-wave 


radio band, Canada is to have a 50- 
kilowatt located some- 
where between Montreal and Ot- 
tawa, according to Gladstone Mur- 
ray, general manager of the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. 

While the project has been under 
consideration for some time, it will 
not get under way until after the 
completion of the two new CBC 
50-kilowatt long-wave stations that 
are now under construction outside 
Montreal and Toronto. These are 
expected to be in operation by Oct. 
Immediately after this similar 
set up to 
serve the Maritime and the Prairie 
Provinces. 

Together with ‘the 50-kilowatt sta- 
tion now operating on the Coast, 
this will complete the chain of pro- 
jected stations across the Do- 
minion. 


transmitter 








with RKO. 


N. Y. radio stations will gather and 
broadcast local primary election re- 
turns without the aid of newspapers 
this year because of wrangling be- 
tween stations WNEW WOR. 
Unless stations are willing to part 
with $500 apiece for the service of 
the City News Assn. they must be 
content with bulletins furnished by 
Press Radio News, which cannot be 
commercialized. 


Trouble 


and 


started when WNEW, 


through its N. Y. Journal-Americe® 


tieup, was assured of fast returns 
for broadcasting. WOR, banking on 
sponsorship of the news, sought the 
same Journal arrangement and was 
referred to the City News. Balking 
at the cost, WOR returned and 
brought pressure on the Journal, 
which agreed to furnish WOR as 
well as WNEW. N. Y. World-Tele- 
gram turned down WOR’s request 
also, but did not reverse later. 
Letter from WOR to City News as 
notice of discontinuance of negotia- 
tions and stating that WOR now had 


the services of the Journal caused 
the explosion. City News immedi- 
ately brought pressure to bear on 


the paper which, in turn, threw the 
thing right out the window. 

Late yesterday (Tuesday) WNEW 
stated that it had a new news source, 
but declined to divulge the name, 
waiting until the iast minute on 
Sept. 16, when it will start shooting 
the returns out. It's probably from 
Republican County Committee head- 
quarters. 


From Gulf to Gulf 


Harry McNaughton ~~ (‘Beetle’) 
guestees on his own program, ‘Good 
Gulf’ on Sunday (19) and then goes 
to the Coast to resume with Phil 
Baker on the new Gulf series com- 
mencing Oct 3. 

Baker is currently working in 
‘Goldwyn Follies,’ but. McNaughton 
has another picture possibility on 











In countless homes in cities, villages 
and farms WLW is the preferred 
station . . . because it gives a clear 
signal and the finest of entertainment. 


WLW offers a loyal audience, waiting 


for your sales message. 


WLW-the Nation’s Station 
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Mrs. Holt, Evading Sec’y Post, 
Heller Qualified; 3,000 AFRA Members 








After two weeks of uncertainty 
the political setup of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists is still 
in the ozone. Failure of Mrs. Emily 
Holt to reach a decision on whether 
to accept the executive secretary- 
ship of the organization has given 
everyone concerned a case of gal- 
loping jitters. She had first indi- 
cated a willingness to accept the 
post, but has since been wavering on 
the verge of an outright nix. 





Rumor is that Mrs. Holt’s reluc- 
tance to take the job is due to her 
belief that she is not needed. She 
is reported to have expressed the 
opinion that George Heller, treas- 
urer and associate secretary, is well 
able to handle the duties, Believed 
she will recommend Heller if she de- 
clines it. Mrs. Holt met members 
of the board of governors and dis- 
cussed the matter with them last 
Friday. Went to Vermont over the 
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Thanks to ... LEONARD SILLMAN, who 


bought material from me 


for 


chase of material at 


y 6 at’ bay. 


Ed Wynn 

Ben Bernie 

Burns and Allen 
Buck and Bubbles 
Charles Winninger 
Ken Murray 











“WHAT! 
NO WOLF? 


NO, NO WOLF... 
There’s been no Wolf (except Ed Wolf) 


Thanks to... PICK 
FRANK A. McMAHON, 


my writing contract on 
the DILL’S BEST PRO- 
GRAM. (My 78th week) 


Thanks te... HARRY KAUFMAN and 
EDDIE DOWLING, who 


the new 


FOLLIES” (in collabora- 
tion with Tom McKnight 
and the Sixty-ninth Regi- 


ment) ° 


OF 1937,” soon to open. 
Good luck, Leonard. 


And thanks to the following, whose pur- 


since 1932 has helped to keep the wolf 


Willie and Eugene Howard 
Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels 
Olsen and Johnson 

Oliver Wakefield 

Ernest Truex 

Eddie Green 


MORT 
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door for some time 


and PAT 


and 


have just renewed 


signed me to write 


“ZIEGFELD 


his “NEW FACES 


one time or another 














LESTER LEWIS 


Personal Representative 
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weekend to think it over. Still 
hadn’t made up her mind and late 
yesterday was reported huddling 
with Henry Jaffe, AFRA attorney, 
on the question, 

Claiming a national membership 
of 3,000, AFRA has eased up its 
drive for organization among the 
actors and singers in New York. 
Field here is almost entirely organ- 
ized and the only drive is being 
made to line up announcers, of whom 
about 25 are reported to have joined. 
Meeting of AFRA announcers was 
held last week and others are sked- 
ded for the next few days. 

AFRA is concentrating its drive 
now in other cities." Public meeting 





=z = 





was held in Chicago last Sunday 
(12) night. Locals have also been 
set up in Boston, San Francisco, 
Kansas City, Cleveland, St. Louis, 


Seattle and Washington, and a rep- 
resentative will shortly be named for 
Philadelphia. Much of this work has 
been done by George Heller, treas- 
urer and associate secretary. 
Principal opposition to the AFRA 
in organizing the announcers comes 
from the American Guild of Radio 
Announcers and Producers, indie 
group. It claims a membership of 
more than 200 announcers in its 
ranks. Both organizations say they 
have a number of name announcers 
as members. Besides its local activ- 
ities, the AGRAP is also active in 
other cities, claiming locals in 12 
towns throughout the country, in- 
cluding Charlotte, N. C. Washing- 
ton, Philadelphia and Boston. 
AGRAP has also started proceedings 
against WORC, Worcester, Mass., be- 
fore the National Labor Relations 
Board to force the reinstatement of 
an announcer and a production man 
allegedly for union activity. 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Second open meeting in the cam- 
paign to establish a Chicago local 
of the American Federation of Radio | 
Artists was held Sunday evening | 
(12), with an estimated 600 present. 

Meeting was entirely an explana- | 
tory and flag-waving session. Both | 
George Heller, asst. executive sec- 
retary for the AFRA, and Henry | 





eo 


and were the 


General 
ing was 


theme of the meet- 
get-rid-of-the-sawbuck-in 
radio,’ something started when a 
leading Chicago character man 
traced the decline in performer’s 
fees during the six years he has 
been in radio, a decline from $40 to 
$5 a performance, Assurance was 


ironed out, and that, at the next 
meeting, scheduled tentatively in 
two weeks, an election would be 
held, and committees appointed. 

There are to be five of these com- 
mittees. One will be made up of 
each of the five branches of the 
loeal, actors, writers, announcers, 
singers, and sound effects men. Each 
body is to list the grievances of their 
craft, and submit the list to the 
AFRA National Board, which will 
act upon them. 

Writers being in the Chicago local 
of AFRA is to be a temporary affair, 
and will be in effect only until the 
Writers’ Guild opens offices here. 

Ways and means of preventing sta- 
tions and networks from evading the 
AFRA issues and policies were out- 
lined, and assurances given that the 
three A’s (Actors Equity, American 
Federation of Musical Artists, 
American Screen Actors Guild), 
which are financing the project, will 
continue to do so until it is self 
sustaining. 

According to plans outlined, it will 
be virtually impossible for any sta- 
tion or network to form a stock com- 
pany to the exclusion of other per- 
formers, This is because such people 
would not be allowed on any pro- 
gram where there are union musi- 
cians, operators, or announcers. 


AFRA’s Peeve Against 
Featured Artists, Inc. 


Understood one of the early items 
on the AFRA schedule, once it under- 
takes to gain recognition and wage 
agreements, is the Featured Artists 
Service, Inc., so-called talent agency 
for Air Features, which is in turn a 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert subsid. 

Featured Artists Service aroused 
a storm of criticism among radio 
performers at the time of its forma- 
tion and the AFRA figures it as one 
of its major objectives. Recognition 
from the networks, wage agreements 
and a standard contract covering 
auditions and working conditions 
will all be held in abeyance for sore 
time, however. Before taking any | 
steps in those directions, it is under- | 














| 








stood, the AFRA will seek to fortify | 
its position and gain members na- | 
tionally. 





| of 


Jaffe, AFRA counsel, flew in from | 
principal ' 
speakers. | 


given that all grievances would be} 
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already been turned down and that 
Hedges’ proposition cculd only serve 
to delay the proceedings. Next mo- 
ment there was a motion for the 
next order of business, which was 
carried. 

Committee 

Convention, which adjourned sub- 
ject to call, appointed the following 
committee to do the talking with the 
network and help work out a yard- 
stick for the allocation of the $1,500,- 
000 among the indie stations: Mark 
Etheridge, WHAS, Louisville; Camp- 
bell Arnoux, WTAR, Norfolk, Va., 
and George Norton, WAVE, Louis- 
ville. 

Several Canadian stations were 
represented at the meet and they 
disclosed that they would accept any 
deal worked out with the A.F.M, and 
any allocation agreed on by. the 
American. broadcasters. Since the 
A.F.M.’s jurisdiction extends across 
the border and NBC, Columbia and 
Mutual have affiliates in the Domin- 
ion, the problem of musician em- 
ployment is a joint one. 

Commonly favored yardstick is 
that basing what each station should 
spend for musicians on a percentage 
the station’s income from time 


sales. Figure suggested by the 
broadcasters’ negotiating committee 
was 5%. 


Committee also urged that the 
contract made with the A.F.M. be 
for five years and provide for a 
board consisting of A.F.M. officials 
and broadcasters to arbitrate any 
tangles which might develop, be- 
tween local stations and local 
branches of the A.F.M. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 

Music situash is statu quo here 
with .execs of all outlets in New 
York to do battle with A. F. M. 
Stations with house bands are oper- 
ating on day-to-day policy, while 
those without union orchs consider- 
ing ways and means to acquire 
_ them. 
WPEN-WRAX reported to have 
|reached agreement with Musicians 
| local for 12 men at $60. Two stations 
|} operate jointly and use men four 
| hours daily, seven days a week, 





Holtshouser to B’ham 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 14, 

H. H. Holtshouser, auditor for 
WBT, has been transferred by Co- 
lumbia to Birmingham, where he has 
been made treasurer and business 
manager of WAPI. 

Robert W. Carpenter, of the New 
York accounting staff of Columbia, 
|has been sent to Charlotte to re- 
place Holtshouser, 





Jack Causey has joined the com- 
mercial staff of WBIG, Greensboro, 
N.C. 
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C10-CBS HEARING UP 
NEXT MONDAY (21) 


Hearing of the complaint lodgeq 
by the American Communications 
Association, ClIO-affiliated, against 
CBS with the National Labor Rela. 
tions Board has been postponed un. 
til next Monday (21). The original 
date had been today (Wednesday), 
Union wants Columbia to be in- 
structed to deai for its technicians 
on a local basis, while the network 
holds that the question of bargain- 
ing should entail all the technicaj 
men employed in its various owned 
and operated stations. 

Cito group last week closed con- 
tracts with WFIL, Philadelphia, and 
two Los Angeles outlets, KRKD and 
KMTR. 





St. Paul, Sept. 14. 

George Jacobsen has been rein- 
stated to his position as WDGY’s 
chief engineer, after the station had 
dismissed him. Immediately after 
Jacobsen was dropped the Electrical 
Workers’ local, which has been try- 
ing to organize the station engineers 
and panelmen, charged that he was 
fired for unionizing activity. 

Rather than arbitrate, George W. 
Young, owner of WDGY, put Jacob- 
sen back on the payroll. 


Ed McConnell Hurt 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Smiling Ed McConnell, radio 
singer, was seriously injured yes- 
terday near Kingsley, Mich., in an 
automobile collision. 
Now in Traverse City, Mich., hos- 
pital, 








Tommy Bieke’s orch, playing the 
Gunter Hotel Roof, San Antonio, is 
airing daily through KABC. Kay 
Gregory is the featured femme 
vocalist. 
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HANDBOOK OF 
BROADCASTING 


WALDO ABBOT 


Director of Broadcasting Service, University of Michi- 
gan, Federai Radio Education Committee, Vice-President, 
Ann Arbor Broadcasting Company. 
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Look Up in This Book 


: sper 


—station staffs. 
—how electrical transcriptiens 





are usd. 

—basic problems of radio 
speaking. 

—interpretation in radio read- 


ing. 

‘ —radio play requirements. 

—siaging the radio play. 

—suggestions for singers. 

—preparing children’s and ed- 
ucational programs, 


~—building commercial and sus- 
taining programs. 


free-lance opportunities § in 
radio. 





—the service of the advertising 
agency. 


—advertising or sales d@epart- 
{ ment requirements. 
—wemen in radio. 
—glossary, 
—radio practice in pronuncia- 
tion 
studio musical practice, 


etc., etc. 














424 Pages, 6x9, $3.50 


—the modern broadcasting system set-up—how programs are developed 
and produced—radio announcing, speaking and acting—how to write for 
radio—opportunities in the business end of radio—radio singing—serving 
the sponsor—training for radio—etc. 


A complete guidebook of broadcasting for 
those in the radio profession, those who 
hope to be announcers, actors, or writers, 
or to fill other positions in radio pro- 
ducing agencies, and those who are, or 
may be, called upon to deliver addresses 
or make special appearances before the 
microphone. Covers educational, com- 
mercial, legal, public service, and other 
aspects of radio, but gives major atten- 
tion to practical pointers on vocational 
opportunities and requirements both in 
the before-the-mike and back-stage po- 
sitions of broadcasting. 
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Send me 


Abbot's Handbook of Broadcasting 
for 10 days’ examination on approval In 10 
days I will send $3.50, plus few cents postage, 
or return book postpaid. (Postage paid on 
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CBC Going to 10 Hours by Oct. 1: 
Will Bring In More U. S. Shows 





Winnipeg, Sept. 14. 
According to local officials of the 


tion for Bowman, who was brought | 


over from BBC. 





Decoy 


When Roy S&S. Langham, 
American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers presi- 
dent, was in Boston recently to 
solicit members to his organi- 
zation, the management of a 
radio station there took room 











Six-Day Week for 


——— 


Musicians Puts 


— 


Chi Stations on Mettle; Producing 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 


, However, it is understood that the 


|} direetly across the hall from Ruling of the musicians’ local that | Chez will ask the union to let Busse 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., the It was added there would be plenty || his in a hotel there. Idea, ac- hotel and nitery orchestras must| ff ome week in seven, rather than 
CBC will be all set to boost its sched- of shuffling around of current shows || cording to Langham, was to work on a six-day a week basis|me day in seven. 
ule to about 10 hours daily by Oct. 1,}9 the CBC, intimation being that|| identify all the studio’s em- threw several radio stations here} Radio stations are, for the most 
This will be the first step in the | Many of the present favorite shows ployees who were visiting him. into confusion last week. Now, how-| part, planning to use out-of-town or- 
planned jacking to 16 hours daily, | Will be dropped, policy being that As a result, the AGRAP 


they add. Just when the full 16 hour 


the best time to pull a show is at 


head kept a stooge in his room 


ever, general opinion 


is that it is a| 


chestras on off-night schedules, but 


good thing all around, inasmuch as| will also devote much of the or- 
schedule will become effective was the peak of popularity. More shows and had a flock of non-radio | it'll give the stations some much-|chestra-less time to stunt stuff, and 
unknown at the present time, they for the national network will be decoys parading in and out to | needed time for special event, stunt,| to building sustainers of both popu- 
said, but added that it would be put sana from the west, according to keep the snooper’s attention on || and experimental airings. | lar and arty types. During the past 
, : icials. 


into effect in a gradual manner, 


the room. Actual conferences 


M ‘it » } . . : Last week being the first on the five or six ae. moet A ero 
rather than at one jump. ore programs will be taken from were held in a neighboring new deal, most spots shuttered Tues- town haven’t had time available to 


the American networks, too, it being | 


restaurant and a 





number of day, day after Labor day, leaving| See What certain types of shows wil} 
rhe pony meg ae noe = reported the jump in exchange shows|| employees from the studio stations af sinift foe themselves. While | 40. and they feel that this {fedy 
ee tees. Wa euak oe ewes yp ~ Brseey cee |} Joined his group, Langham re- the Columbia outlet, WBBM, and the | ©®@nce. 
er . b ; Ernest Bushnell, program director ported. airers Particular interest is being shown 
apart from the regular routine stuff,|., CBC, was in town for a brief | two NBC airers, WMAQ and WENR, Sa ee oa See re 


if anything, was not divulged by the 
regional secretary and _ publicity 
agent, Frank Garrett, upon his re- 
turn.’ It was reported, however, that 
there would be special attention 
given to special women’s programs 
as well as kid shows. Just what form 
these shows would take wasn’t made 
known, but it was intimated they 
would be modeled after American 
network shows. 

More dramatic stuff will be in 
evi_-ncc with the coming fall sched- 
ule, the ‘Night Shift’ series of last 
year being one back. Boh Bowman, 
whe conducted it last year, would 
net be handling it in the west, 
though, an announcer being pieked 
there. Idea apparently is to build 
the feature, rather than the person- 
ality, as was the case last year. That 
was regarded chiefly as an introduc- 





visit the other day, but nobody would 
say why. It was figured by many 
that the reason for his quick visit 
was the subject of commercialization. 
Local station officials are burning 
plenty, for although the CBC office 
is right across the hall from the 
government owned CKY, CKY offi- 
cials didn’t even know Bushnell had 
been around until after he had gone. 
Rumers are flying in all directions 


as to the reason for his flying visit, 


but they still maintain it had to do 


with lining up schedules for poten- 
CBC officials refused 


tial sponsors. 
to make any kind of comment 





Hugh A. L. Halff, manager of sta- 
has re- 
turned home from a business trip to 


tion WOAI, San Antonio, 


New York. 








TWO CONN. STATIONS 
- UNBEND ON LABOR 


Bridgeport, Sept. 14. 
Two major Connecticut air plants 
are reported ready to revamp their 


|labor policies. 
WICC, Bridgeport - New Haven 


| Yankee webber, is set for a five- 

|day 40-hour week for announcers, 
meaning an added spieler, who will 

| be Irving Friedberg, mikester, back 
after a couple of years absence. 

| Hartford’s big NBC-Red basic and 

| Shepard affiliate, WTIC, is warming 


|to the re-engagement of a studio 
band. 





pulled some stuff in via the net, they 
produced studio programs, too, until 
long after midnight. WGN continued 
its invariable policy of presenting 
dance musie which has given it one 
of the biggest late night audiences 
in the country. In this case, station 
grabbed the bands off Mutual. 

During the past week, spots and 
hotels have worked out a fairly well 
set schedule, giving stations a chance 
to make plans. Most places will 
either close Monday nights, or re- 
main open, but music-less. These 
include the Stevens, Bismark, Con- 
gress and Drake. LaSalle will shut- 
ter on Sundays. 


Chez Paree 
With two bands, the Chez Paree 
intends to sail along, making Henry 
Busse take over Maurie Stein’s du- 
‘ties when Stein is off, and vice versa. 





in the building of 30 and 60-minute 
class drama shots. Present plans are 
to vary these from week to week 
in an effort to learn whether radio 
is ready for the slice-of-life stuff now 
being used so extensively in the 
magazines, and for the smarter, more 
subtle comedy and emotional di- 
aloguers. 

Development along these lines will 
be most prolific at NBC headquar- 
ters, where they’ve had more suc- 
cess selling dramatic sustainers. Both 
Columbia and NBC are also going 
in for studio produced musical shots, 
but varying them, to find out if quiet 
cadenzas and classical blasts will go 
late at night. 

Lots of stunt and sport work is 
also expected, NBC giving the soft- 
ball games at Soldier Field an airing 
which they wouldn’t have had along 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Attention-Getiers, Tie-U ps, Ideas ) 





‘Pepper Cadets’ 


Dallas. 
Approximately 9,000 ‘Pepper 
Cadets,’ with their parents, turned 
out for their official day at the 
Greater Texas and Pan-American 
Exposition Aug. 31, day being ar- 


ranged for Dr. Pepper Bottlers, Inc., 
Dallas (5c soft drink), through 
agency, Tracy-Locke-Dawson, 
Dallas and New York. 

Director General Frank L. McNeny 
yf the exposition designated that day 
as official ‘Pepper Cadets’ Day in 
honor of the ‘Pepper Cadets’ 
gram, broadcast Monday 
Friday, WFAA, Dallas; 

Entertainment by the Pan-Amer- 

yran band, and Dr. Pepper radio per- 

so ialiti es—Sunshine, Jimmie  Jef- 
feries, Roy Cowan and others—high- 
lighted. 


Inc., 





Real Fair Coverage 
St. Paul. 


Planting a showmanship angle into 
each broadcast, to make each an at- 
tention-getter both for. the ether 
audience and those on the grounds, 
marks KSTP’s coverage of the 78th 
annual Minnesota State Fair, which 
opened Saturday (4) for 
day run. 

Heretofore radio coverage of the} 
fair has been describing things which 
any duffer could see for himself, but | 
KSTP, hitting an entirely new angle, 
has worked out a flock of freak stunts 
and behind-the-scenes broadcasts, 


using both the station’s mobile short- 
wave unit and pack transmitter. 
Included in the freak angles was 








oN Ke) 2 
ROCHESTER 


pro- | 
through | 
5 to 5:15 p. m. | 


| 


its | 


Roch Ulmer, announcer, 
with the sideshow freaks; 


| 
| 





Sisson Up at L & T 


Edgar (Ted) Sisson becomes man- 
ager of the radio department in the 
N. Y. office of Lord & Thomas when 
Thomas McAvity leaves for a like 





lunching | berth with the agency on the Coast, 
another! Sept. 22. Two slated newcomers to 


had him in the lost baby department | the N. Y. staff are Frank Wilson, now 


at the noon rush hour, with the in-| 
fants crying loudly for ma; another | 


had him riding on a sulky with a} 


pack on his back and a nag before 
him; still another. down where the 


boys set off the fireworks at night, 


| describing the effort and precision it 


| takes. 

| Station carried five a day from the 
| fair, including one evening shot. Con- 
cluding broadcast for Saturday (11) 





an eight-! Archie 


E 











NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 





| plete charge of the show, 


night has been built up weeks in ad- 


vance, with Ulmer, from a lonely 
spot in the bleachers, describing the 
deserted grounds, then the stanza 
switching to the fair office,. where 
in a furor, plans for next year’s 
fair will already be under way. 


Fake Fall 
Seattle. 
Three of the top name bands of the 
Pacific Northwest figured prominent- 
ly in an extravaganza among Seat- 
tle radio shows, staged to open the 


fall season for the Bon Marche, Seat- | 


tle’s radio-conscious department store 
and one of the major. buyers of air 
time on the West coast. Orchs of 
Loveland from the Olympic 
and Jules Radinsky of the Club 
participated in the studio 
Jack Souders’ 


hotel 
Esquire 
| show. 


band assisted. | 


Grant Merrill, head of the KOMO- | 


KJR productions dept., was in com- 
designed 
to create the artistic effect of autumn 
via radio illusion. Thus Hal Wolf de- 
scribed a football- game to lend the 


gridiron atmosphere. 





‘Appreciation’ Program 
Louisville. 

Dolly Sullivan, formerly on: staff 

of a local news spaper, and now in 

charge of women’s programs, pub- 


cessfully handled details of Radio 
Association night at Parkway Field, 
home ground of the Louisville 
Colonels. 

Event was plugged with plenty of 
spot announcements, and 


the largest night game turnout of 
the current season. Pete Monroe, 


out the schedule, was emcee for the | 
festivities. Various station acts pre- 
ceded the game. 

of 


appreciation and 


advertised, ‘Wheaties’ 





Anglers’ Heaven 
Seattle. 
For the third consecutive 
KOMO, Seattle, broadcast and re- 
leased to NBC’s red network the Ben 
Paris-Seattle Star salmon _ derby, 


from all over the country to Puget 
Sound 

Approximately 350 anglers partici- | 
pated in the contest, 
broadcast by Hal Wolf, 





Affair was promoted as a gesture 
good-will 
toward the svonsors of the products 
and ‘Mobiloil.’ 


| chancellor ordered an accounting of | 


with NBC production, and = Carl 
Schullinger, currently an NBC 
writer. 


McAvity is going out to look over 





the possibility of new shows for | 
Pepsodent, Lucky Strike and other 
clients. 


RCA LOSES SUIT YS. 
PSBC; CONTRACT OKAY 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 14. 

Chancellor Josiah O. Wolcott de- 
cisioned that Radio Corp. of America 
could not terminate a license to the 
Philadelphia Storage Battery Co. for 
manufacture and sale of radio re- 
ceivers. 

Ruling handed down Friday (10) 
denied RCA’s claim that its contract 
with the battery company was 
breached by organization of the sub- 
sidiary, Phileo Radio and Televi- 
sion Co, 

On request of both litigants, 





the 


| the manufacture of radio sets by the 


| Philadelphia Storage 


licity and promotion for WHAS. suc- | 


{ crowd | 
which numbered almost 4,000 was | 


who has handled the mike through- | 


year | 


which was | 


Battery Co. 
Ruled that royalties must be paid 
on the basis cf selling price of the 
battery company to Philco. 

RCA argued that Philco and the 


| of the Charleston Club, 


Ist Radio Theatre. 
In South America 
Set by LR3, B. A. 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 2. 
Radio Belgrano .(LR3) has taken 
over the Moderno theatre here as 
the first outside radio studio theatre 
in S. A, 


Theatre is being remodelled from 
2 900 seat house to accommoddate 
ynly 400 for radio and television 
broadcasts of the Primera Cadena 
Argentine de Broadcasting net. 
Heretofore all broadcasting has been 


done direct from the radio studios. 
Leasing of the Moderno a la Ameri- 
can system the first such down 
here. 


Emilio P. Rossi, 


1S 


one-time operator 
once B.A.’s 
largest casino, and also formerly con- 
nected with Radio Belgrano, has re- 
joined the organization as_ station 
manager. He was away from the 
station for four years. 


/WJBK-WU BASEBALL 


| Western 


battery company were the same en- | 


tity, but Philco had been set up to 
reduce the basis on which royalties 
were paid to RCA. 

Chancellor opined: ‘I am unable to 


| see wherein it can be said to be a 


fraud on the licensor if the licensee 
| fixes a price he conceives to be most 
helpful to his own bu=’ >%ss.’ 

In the original suit the battery | 
company and Philco sought to en- 
|join RCA from terminating the li- 
cénsing agreement under. which 
Philadelphia Storage Battery Co. 
has the right to. basic RCA patents. 


BATTLE IS SPINDLED 


Washington, Sept. 14 
Fight between WJBK, Detroit, and 
Union over the wire ser- 
vice’s refusal to provide ticker ac- 
counts of road games of the Detroit 


| Tigers ended quietly last week when 


ithe Federal 


| withdraw 


| 
| 


| 
| 


In a cross suit RCA sought to end | 


| the agreement, 
contract, 


charging breach of 





| 
| 
| 


| NBC Artists Service has signe 


recent Atlantic City beauty contes 
and will offer her as an air warbler | 


which annually atiracts fishermen | with an eye to Hollywood. 


| Marks the first time sedate net- 


work radio has ever snapped ub | 


| talent 
| platform, 














TIE-IN”’ 


Is the dealer in Kalamazoo faced 
with selling problems different from 
the dealer in Bay City, Michigan? 
Whether he is or not, he still wants 
and appreciates local identity. 


Michigan Radio Network gives this 
dealer tie-in advantage in its eight 
market zones—And with surprisingly 
effective results. 


WRITE FOR MARKET 


AND COVERAGE DATA 


“THE DEALER 

















8 Stations In 
Michigans 8 
Largest ules 


WBCM sN.ac” 
WEDEF The Only Station in Flint 
WIIM The Only Station in Lansing 
A BM The Only Station in Jackson 
WK ZO The Only Station in Kalamazo< 
WELL The Only Station in Battie Crees 
WOOD-WASH (5, Oat Station 


Grand Rapids 


WXYZ Key Station Detroit 


Station iA Bay € 








right off a beaut judging | 







Communications Com- 
mission allowed the broadcaster to 
the complaint charging 
discrimination. 

Bleat, which -was followed by 
charges that WJBK is guilty of 
piracy, was spindled without preju- 
| dice within two weeks after James 
lF, Hopkins, Inc., licensee, asked per- 
mission to drop the tiff. Previously 
the station had been foiled in an 
attempt to compel WU by court 
order to render the service. 


Still pending is a complaint filed 
| by 


William . Harridge, American 
League president, who asserted that 
the Detroit station’s unauthorized 
accounts of the Tiger’s out-of-town 


| NBC’ § Beaut Chanteuse owen constituted violation of the 

a | Communi¢ations Act and of FCC 
Grace Travis, ‘Miss New York’ in the | regulations. 
t. |} has never infringed in airing game 


Hopkins retorted that it 


| descriptions which are obtained 
|from an undisclosed source. Com- 
mish attaches said the League’s com- 
plaint is still. being pondered and 
has been brought before the Broad- 
east Division. 





Sid Schwartz Out 


Sid Schwartz, publicity director at 
WNEW, N. Y., resigned after four 
years with the station effective last 
week, 

Larry Nixon, former publicity 
chief at WMCA, N. Y., who a short 
time ago joined WNEW. as special 
events director, will add the duties 
of directing publicity to his stint. 


SIX-CENT CHARITY TAX, 


ON H’WOOD AIR DUCATS 


Hollywood, Sept. 14 
Plan of Harry Maizlish to slap a 





charity tax on all broadcast tickets, 
while not spreading to other stationg 
has found a champion in the L 
Soap Co., which will make a six-cent 


A, 


charge on all admissions. Figure 
was arrived at by the Children’s 
Breakfast Club as the amount re. 


quired for one matutinal meal. 
Maizlish is asking a 10c donation on 
all tickets distributed fo Ha 
MacQuarrie’s amateur skit, now a 
sustainer. 











SUCCESS STORY No.1 
BY ADAM HATS 


More than 337,000 listen- 
ers went into Adam Hat 
Stores to obtain entry blanks 
for a sports contest an- 
nounced over a 15-week 
series of WHN broadcasts. 


That's listener response! 


NS 





ea 
WHN’'’s affilia- ee > 
tion with the 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer stu- 
‘dios and Loew's Theatres re- 
‘sults in SHOWMANSHIP! 
|... Showmanship attracts 
AUDIENCES !... Audiences 
mean SALES for your prod-, 
‘uct in the world’s richest 
‘market!...Get in touch with 
WHN's Program Planning 
Department today. 





1540 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 









































tions. 


WKY beats all 


national business. 





in Oklahoma, too, 
showmanship, facilities and in volume of local and 
But most 














22 Oklahoma 
@ Because of its ideal 900 kc. frequency, WKY has 
a coverage advantage over all other Oklahoma sta- 
It serves more of Oklahoma with a signal of 
5 mv. or better than any other station . 


more of Oklahoma’s population, more of its buying 
power and more of its buying. 
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oe and a special 


SEVEN HOURS ON WBT FOR 5470.33! 


The “Midnight Dancing Party,” on WBT every 
night in the. week from midnight to 1 A.M., has 
enthusiastic audiences in 37 states. Request post- 
marks prove it. § Here is BONUS coverage at 
BARGAIN rares. Here is where to get a national 
campaign on a local ticket. § Time —seven hours 


weekly.— $470.35. Complete cost of show —on 13- 


week contract — $520.35 per week 





LOCAL BOYS MAKE GOOD 
programs 


Here are five strong, local, live-taient siiows. 
They are typical of the programs that won bart- 


¢fy's salute co WBT for showmanship. But Shows 


and Showmanship are only a part of what vou ° 


buy when vou buv any one of these programs. 


You also get 50,000-watt W’BT, the most power- 
ful station between Philadelphia and Atlanta 
Within a 50-mile radius, WBT serves a popula- 
tion of more than 600,000; within 100. miles, 
more than 2,000,000. And it’s right in the 
Piedmont section of the Carolinas where 1937 
sales increases have leaped far above the national! 
average. (It’s only this audience you pay for. Addi: 
tional X'BT listeners between Canada and Miami 


—and there dre plenty of them—are bonus!) 


Advertisers come naturally to W BT and stay with 
BT because they get results. WBT is a house- 


hold institution in che Carolinas and an adver- 


tising giant in the South. That’s why we say buy - 


one of these shows —and buy W BT! Which show 


do you want? First come first served 


ER GRY) \S | 
Ormous Mail Puller! — CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


$0,000 watts. Owned and 
Ore) treslest We steer tele Lisheram ales 

): 7,6 OP Oey, won es Be ee OB, 
DETROIT, SAN FRANCISC 
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Wolff Sets Up Radio 
Dept. in Selznick Agency 





Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Myron Seiznick is setting up a 
radio department at his Beverly Hills 
agency and has placed Nat Wolff in 
charge. 

Wolff swings over from the H. N. 
Swanson agency. He has been active 
in radio writing and production. 


CHAS. KENNEDY TO KOY 


Chicago, Sept, 14. 
Charles Kennedy of the WLS 
sales staff leaves today to join the 
KOY, Phoenix, sales force. 
KOY’ is owned by the WLS organ- | 


ization. 
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DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 14. 

Arkansas: KLRA, Arkansas Broadcasting Co., Little 
Rock, application to boost day power from 2% kw to 5 
kw, install directional antenna for night use, dismissed 
at applicant's request; KUOA, KUOA, Inc., Siloam 
Springs, granted day power jump from 215 to 5 kw. 

California: Adams Recording Studio, San Diego, de- 
nied (as in default for failure to file an appearance 
and statement) application for authority to make elec- 
trical transcriptions and manufacture records for 
XEBG and XEMO, Tia Juana, Mexico; Salinas News- 
papers, Inc., Salinas, commish directed that action set- 
ting application of KDON, Monterey Peninsula Broad- 
casting Co., Del Monte, and the Salinas Newspapers, 
Inc.. Salinas, for oral argument on Oct. 21 be stricken; 
cancelled oral argument on Salinas Newspapers, Inc., 
scheduled for Sept. 23, and dismissed with prejudice 
application of newspaper group for a new station on 
1390 ke with 250 watts, days‘-only (KDON argument 
will be heard Sept. 23, as scheduled). 

Connecticut: Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp., 
Hartford, denied petition to reconsider and grant with- 
out hearing applications. for assignment of license for 
station WTIC and experimental stations WIXEH, 
WIXLU, WIXO and WIXT to the Travelérs Broadcast- 
ing Company. 

Idaho: KSEI, Radio Service Corp., Pocatello, appli- 
eation for juice-jump from 250 watts nights, 500 watts 
days, to 500 waits nights, 1 kw days, dismissed at re- 
quest of applicants. 

Louisiana: KALB, Alexandria Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Alexandria, granted day power increase from 100 to 250 
watts. 

Massachusetts: Harold Thomas, Pittsfield, commish 
suspended action granting plea for new station to be 
operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, pending detérmination of the appeal filed by 
Lawrence K. Miller in the U. S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia in which a stay order has 
been granted. 

Minnesota: KVOX, Robert K. Herbst, Moorhead, 
granted voluntary assignment of construction permit 
to KVOX Broadcasting Co. 

Ohio: Ohio Broadcasting Co:, Canton, application for 
new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts, 
days only, dismissed at request of applicant. 

Pennsylvania: WKOK, Sunbury Item, Inc., Sunbury, 
granted authority to transfer control of Sunbury 
Broadcasting Corp., from the Sunbury Item to George 
W. Beck, Basse A. Beck and Harry H. Haddon. 

Tennessee: WSIX, WSIX, Inc., Nashville, granted in- 
crease in day power from 100 to 250 watts, make 
changes in equipment. 

Texas: The Enterprise Co., Beaumont, application for 
new station to be operated on 1350 kc with 250 watts 
nights; 500 watts days, dismissed at applicant’s request; 
KFJZ, Fort Worth Broadcasters, Inc., Fort Worth, 
denied petition requesting reconsideration and grant 
without a hearing the application for transfer of con- 
trol to Mrs. Ruth G. Roosevelt; KFRO, Rogers Lacey, 
Longview, granted authority to transfer control of 
corporation to James R. Curtis. 

Washington: KRKO, Lee E. Mudgett, Everett, appli- 
cation for power boost from 50 watts, sharing with 
KEEN, Seattle, to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, un- 
limited, dismissed at request of applicant. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Flyer of Warren B. Worcester, grandson 
of a U. S. Steel Corporation tycoon, as prospective 
owner of a San Diego broadcast station, was tempo- 
rarily stymied by an unfavorable report by Examiner 
George H. Hill. 

Seeking a new transmitter, to be operated on 1400 
ke with 250 watts nights, 1 kw days, Worcester was 
informed that his application would cause severe in- 
terference to KDON, Del Monte, and to KLO,. Ogden, 
Utah, in the évent that pending applications of the 
existing stations should be granted: Examiner also 
pointed out that no real need for.a new station ex- 
isted, since California already has 53 broadcast stations 
operating in the ‘state, with 38 applications for new, 
additional, or different facilities, awaiting commish 
action. 

Worcester, who planned to liquidate part 
$148,000 trust fund to finance the proposed transmitter, 
retained Ben S. Fisher and Charles V. Wayland as 
counsel. 

Illinois: Application of Abraham Plotkin, Chicago, 
for a special broadcast station to be operated on 1570 
ke with 1 kw, was recommended for dismissal with 
prejudice by Examiner R. H. Hyde. Plotkin, according 
to the examiner’s report, failed to appear for hearing 
and submitted no evidence in support of his applica- 
tion. 








TS 4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


of a} 








( Would Air Nero 


Radio dramatization rights to Rex 


Louisiana: Juice-jump from 10 to 50 kw for WWL, 
New Orleans, was green-lighted by Examiner Hill. 

Jesuit college licensee—Loyola University—proved to 
the satisfaction of the examiner that it was well-heeled, 
waving a $4,180,187 financial statement to shoo away 
any doubts that it was incapable of building a new 
$118,000 transmitter. While slight interference, during 
late afternoon hours, might bother WKAR, East Lan- 
sing, Mich., Hyde pointed out that ‘none of the other 
stations located in New Orleans render satisfactory ser- 
vice throughout the area shown as the extended service 
area of WWL, should its application for 50 kw be 
granted.’ 

University was represented by Paul M. Segal, George 
S. Smith and Charles I, Denechaud. 

New Mexico: Turn-down for a new 500 watt daytime 
station, for Las Cruces, was indicated by the report of 
Examiner Hill, recommending commish denial of Earle 
Yates’ application for a transmitter to operate on 950 ke. 

Based largely upon the alleged difficulty of obtaining 
local talent for the proposed station, plus the fact that 
an application for a station at El Paso, Tex., for opera- 
tion on 940 ke is outstanding, Hill nixed the plea. 
‘Economic use’ of the 930 ke frequency would not be 
sufficient in the area proposed to be served, Hill found. 

Yates, at present manager of KGKL, San Angelo, 
Tex., and also a managing director of the West Texas 
Broadcasting System and director of the Texas Broad- 
casting Association, engaged Arthur W. Scharfeld and 
Philip G. Loucks as his legal representatives. 


Ohio: Daytime smallie for Youngstown was okayed | 


by Examiner John P. Bramhall, who found that a def- 
inite need for additional service existed in the proposed 
area. 
Application of William F. Maag, Jr., general manager | 
of the Youngstown Vindicator, for a $19,000 transmitter | 
to be operated on 1420 ke was smiled on by the exam- | 
iner after ascertaining that the local station WKBN, | 
operating with specified hours, was the only other 
transmitter setiing down a signal of 10 millivolt meters 
per contour in the Youngstown area. 
Counsel for Maag were Ben S. Fisher and John W. 
Kendall. 
Pennsyivania: Nix for the Philadelphia Radio Broad- | 
casting Co., Philadelphia, was recommended by Exam- 
iner R. H. Hyde, after examining plea for a special 
broadcast station to be operated on 1570 ke with 1 kw. 
Examiner’s disapproval was based on the doubtful 
motives of the outfit and on the general indefiniteness 
of their ‘plan of procedure.’ Quartet acting as main 
promoters of the broadcast company were H. B. Hoyt, 
industrial engineer; H. S. Gilhams, cracker manufac- 
turer; I. W. Bickley, wholesale butter and egg dealer, 
and G. Leonard Conly, bakery owner. According to 
Hyde, ‘the project: appears to be essentially a business 
enterprise fot profit in so far as the financial support 
of the chief sponsors is concerned, and not an experi- 
mental project that would be prosecuted reasonably 
independent of the income derived for commercial | 
advertising.’ | 





Ben S. Fisher represented the Philadelphia group. 
West Virginia: Apparent discrepancies in the appli- 
cation of the George W. Taylor Co., Inc., for a daytime | 
smallie to be operated on 1370 kc at Williamson led 
to a recommendation for denial by Examiner Robert L. 
Irwin. Fact that a stenographer in the office of the 
attorney appearing on applicant’s behalf acted as no- 
tary in the taking of depositions was frowned on by 
the examiner, who also voiced his suspicions that the 
plea- had been made with the intent of transferring 
control of the proposed station to individuals not ap- 

pearing in the capacity of applicants. 

George W. Taylor Co., Inc., was represented at the 
hearing by Frank Stollenwerck. . 

Wisconsin: Renewal of license of WKBH, La Crosse, 
and transfer of control of the corporation, was recom- 
mended by Examiner Hill after much unscrambling 
of apparent irregularities in the disposal of stock. 

Without benefit of the Communications Commission, 
present nominal owner of the station, J. C. Callaway, 
was found to have disposed of 255 shares of stock to 
the proposed transferee, Harry Dahl. Blocks of the 
same stock were then sold by Otto M. Schlabach, at- 
tornevy for Dahl, to. business. interests on the com- 
munity ‘to establish confidence and good will among 
the people of La Crosse.’ 





Sirce the stock contracted to be sold to Dahl is still | 


being. held in the office of the corporation, subject to 
commish approval, and since the parties involved de- 
clared themselves totally ignorant of commish require- 
ments regarding stock transactions, Hill decided that 
there had been ‘no evidence of concealment or lack of 
good faith’ in the deal. He also pointed out that refusal 
to renew WKBH license would ‘deprive the La Crosse 
area of the meritorious service now being rendered it.’ 

WBKH, which operates on 1380 ke with 1 kw, was 
represented by Clarence C. Dill and James W. Gum, 
who also acted for the transferee. 


a 


Panama Merger 





Panama City, Sept. 14 
Radio Victor (HP5K) and Radio 
| Estrella (HP5A) have merged for the 
purpose of covering the entire South 
and Central American airwaves via 
long and short wave transmission 
Victor is a long-wave station and 
one of the very few in the lower 
Americas, since nearly all are short. 
wavers. It operates on 200 watts, 
Other station has 300 watts and 
operates on a short-wave band. 
Both stations will retain their 
dividual identities. 





ine 


WBAL’s Heavy Coverage 


Baltimore, Sept. 14 

WBAL will go in for heavy foot- 
ball coverage during the coming 
season. With a weekly line-up of 
important state college games slated 
|for airing every. week-end from 
| Sept. 25 to Nov. 27, the station has 
engaged Jake Slagle, former Ali- 
American back from Princeton, to 
give play-by-play description by re- 
mote. 

First airing will take place Sept. 
25, when St. John’s and Maryland 
| cross horns. Game has an important 
local standing. 





WMCA 


NEW YORKS 
OWN STATION 






2 











JAC QUES 


FRAY 


MARIO 


BRAGGIOTTI 








NBC NETWORK 


GUS VAN 
STAGE - SCREEN - RADIO 
Per. Mgt.: AL BORDE 


Central Booking Office, Inc. 


54 W. Randolph St., Chicage, HL 




















—_———---@ Saulveuuapledapupaesapatann 





————— 





Wolfe |} 


ae ‘THE O'NEILLS 


By JANE 


| 
| 


| 


WEST 
} 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


Stout’s series of ‘Nero Wolfe’ mys- 
tery novels and stories are being 
offered. Columbia Picts has made 
two features based on the detective 
character, which has never been on 
the air. 

Donald Peterson is _ peddling 
‘Wolfe’ for the ozone, on a deal with 
Farrar & Reinhart, publishers of the 


| 


“HENRY BUSSE. 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Completing First Year for 


MAR-O-OIL 


NBC Blue Network Coast-to-Coast 
Sunday Morning at 10:45 





FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
| AUGHTER. TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Yt) 


\Presented by Ivory Soap : 99 “*/100 °/« pure 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri, 11 a.m. DST § 
IN NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. DST ff 
vie COAST TO COAST 


Dir, COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


new 





ture, 


novels. 





WJAY 


NEWLYWED INTERVIEWS 
Cleveland, Sept. 14. 
Newlyweds-to-be will be miked on 
series of 


Also Broadcasting Nightly From 
CHEZ PAREE, CHICAGO (Third Year) 


| 
(BAGGLEY, HORTON & HOYT AGENCY, CHICAGO) | 











interviews 


sponsored by the Lewis Jewelry Co. AND HIS 
Program titled ‘Marriage License | 

Romances, wili feature interviews 

with couples about to be wed. ORCHESTRA 

Leslie Marcus of Jay & Co., Detroit JELLO 

agency handling the account, is in 

charge of producing the new fea- 7:00-7:30—NEC 
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NAVY WARNING 
THAT 550 KC. 
~ ISFROZEN 


Washington, Sept. 14. 
Reminder that use of the 550 kc. 
ribbon is frozen under policies de- 
signed to protect the Navy and bul- 
wark the national defense was is- 
sued last week by the Federal Com- 





munications Commission to head off | 


a drive of licensees in this berth for 
petter facilities. 

Falsely attributed to concern 
about international affairs and war 
threats, the official Commish mem- 
orandum again warned that no sta- 
tion on 550 can use more than 1 kw 
nights or 5 kw days, and that no 
transmitter. in this category near 
the seacoast can gain more juice or 
longer hours without approval of 
the Navy Department. 

Prodder said that, while excep- 
tions may be made in peculiar cir- 
cumstances, there is a ban against 
allowing .a new transmitter oper- 
ating on 550 closer than 500 miles 
to the coast, Application for new 
transmitter, power boost, or addi- 
tional hours by an applicant within 
300 miles of the shoreline must be 
accompanied by a written endorse- 
ment of naval authorities, while 
pleas by persons 300 to 500 miles in- 
land will be referred to the Navy 
for reaction. 

Nine commercial transmitters fall 
in the frozen category, although 
some of them are sufficiently re- 
moved from the ocean to seek bet- 
ter assignments if they wish. Group 
includes KFUO, Clayton, Mo., 500- 


1 kw; KSD, St. Louis, 1 kw-5 
5-kw; KFYR,. Bismarck, N. D., 
1 kw-5 kw; WKRC, Cincinnati, 


1 kw-5 kw; KOAC, Corvallis, Ore., 
1 kw; KTSA, San Antonio, 1 kw- 
5 kw WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., 500; 
and WSVA, Harrisonburg, Va., 500. 

Purpose of the policy is to mini- 
mize interference with naval com- 
munications and to hold to a mini- 
mum possible interference with 
marine distress signals, which are 
sent on the 500 ke band. 








Weatherman Wins 





Indianapolis, Sept. 14. 

Networks seemed a bit con- 
fused over the scheduled ap- 
pearance of Greyhound, na- 
tional trotting champion, on the 
track of the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds last Friday (10) 
when WIRE approached them 
On a remote web pickup of the 
affair. 

NBC nixed it on the alibi 
that it already had some sort 
of pickup from greyhound (dog) 
tracks set up for a remote from 
New York State. Mutual agreed 
to pick up the remote and went 
ahead with all plans, includ- 
ing the usual teletype loggings, 
etc. At the conclusion of the 
teletype interchange, Mutual 
asked: ‘By the way, what is 
Greyhound, a dog or a horse?’ 

Final laugh was enjoyed by 
weatherman when a downpour 
deluged the track and the race 
was called off. 














KOIL STARTS ON NEW 
POWER ALLOTMENTS 


Omaha, Sept. 14. 

Station KOIL aired its inaugural 
broadcast on its new daytime power 
allotment of 5,000 watts yesterday 
(13) with the Musical Clock at 7 
a.m. 

Henceforth station is. on - new 
wattage daytime, but clings to its 
former 1,000-w. assignment nights. 
By use of new RCA equipment, im- 
proved location of transmitter, and 
new type of aerial, engineers have 


| been put into service here. 


New Amphifier 


Cleveland, Sept. 14. 


New,remote gontrol amplifier per- 
fected by E. L. Gove, technical su- 
pervisor of WHK and WJAY, has 
It is so 
constructed as to reduce tube and 
amplifier noises, as well as distor- 
tion. 


Amplifier is capable of handling 
four microphones simultaneously 
and was first tried out at the Na- 
tional Air Races. 








Don Lee's Coast 


24 Swings Into 
Line on Sept. 26 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 


Don Lee chain’s border-to-border 
coverage along the coast becomes a 
reality Sept. 26, when 12 stations in 
Washington and Oregon tie in to 
the network, swelling the Lee com- 
plement of transmitters to 24. It 
marks the successful conclusion of a 
campaign of expansion started when 
Lewis Allen Weiss took over gen- 
eral management of the web for 
Tommy Lee. 


New affiliates are: 

Washington: KOL, Seattle; KOMO, 
Tacoma; KIT, Yakima; KPQ, Wen- 
atchee; KVOS, Bellingham; KXRO, 
Aberdeen; KFIO, Spokane. 








timnt + etat: vetl 1 tte 
estimated the station will double its | 


night coverage and quadruple its 
day-listener area. 

Bruce Wallace of the promotion | 
department and Bob Cunningham | 
of the program department, working | 
with Manager John Henry, have | 
more or less devoted the current | 
week to celebration and observance 
of the power increase. 





Stroud 


Twins (Clarence and 
Claude) guest on the Vallee show 
tomorrow (Thursday) night. Cur- 





rently playing the Rainbow Room, 
N. Y. 


Oregon: KGY, Olympia; 
Salem; KALE, Portland; 
Eugene; KRNR, Roseburg. 

Also linked with the chain is 
KIEM, Eureka, Calif. KOL withdrew 
from its Columbia affiliation to take 
on the Don Lee-Mutual signature. 

First contract signed by Weiss for 
the full net was with Alka Seltzer, 
which extends its Newspaper of the 
Air up and down the coast for a 
year. Time sale involved around 
$250,000. 

Key station, KHJ, will send out a 
gala program of welcome on night 


KSLM, 


saw 


KORE, 


of tiein. 





FCC Grants WLLH a Permit to Try 
Satellite Station: Boon to Tests 





Washington, Sept. 14. 


Encouragement to _ broadcasters 
toying with the idea of satellite and 
booster stations is held out in a 
formal decision of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’ granting 
WLLH, Lowell, Mass., permission to 
engage in experimental synchroniza- 
tion to extend its coverage. 

Controversy dating back 16 
months was settled in July when 
l FCC took favorable action on the 
| Merrimac Broadcasting Co.’s plea 





for a franchise for a satellite plant 
operating on 1,370 with variable 
power ranging from 10 to 100 watts. 
In its final explanation of reasons 
for the. action, released last week, 
the Commish declared it was 
prompted by the testimony of com- 
petent engineers that existing data 
is ‘wholly insufficient’ to determine 
the effect of synchronous operation 
on signals of distant stations. 

Bay State experiment is novel 
since it involves a duplication of 
service over a small area. Previously 
|}most synchronization stunts have 
| been staged by widely-separated 
| transmitters (WJZ-WBAL, for in- 
stance). Objective of the WLLH 
engineers is to find out whether re- 
ception in the neighboring munici- 
pality of Lawrence, less than 20 
miles away, can be improved by 
stepping up signals via a booster 
station situated 10 miles from the 
Lowell transmitter, 

Explanation 

With a note that the experiment 
is in keeping with provisions of the 
Communications Act, which compel 
the Commish to encourage new uses 
of radio, the decision cited evidence 
indicating that the densely-popu- 
lated area of Lawrence would re- 
ceive a greatly improved signal, 
adding 110,000 to the WLLH audi- 
ence. 

‘Through the simultaneous opera- 
tion of the two stations, the power 
output of the satellite station being 
varied, it will be possible to deter- 
mine whether additional interfer- 
ence would result at distant points 











from the simultaneous operation of 
two such stations while synchron- 
ized, and thus determine on the 
basis of the results whether syr- 
chronized stations may be located 
in highly populous areas, aflording 
high-grade service within their re- 
spective immediate locations, and 
at the same time determine what, 
if any, effect such operation might 
have on other stations located on 
the same or adjacent frequencies,’ 
the Commish elaborated. 


MENNEN AGAIN HAS 
FAMOUS JURY TRIALS’ 


Mennen will again sponsor ‘Fa- 
mous Jury Trials’ dramatizations, 
taking the program after Feenamint, 
which had optioned, this week 
dropped the idea. Last year Men- 
nen bankrolled. the show weekly 
over Mutual; this year only two Mu- 
tual stations, WOR and WGN, will 
carry on Monday nights, 10-10:45 
p.m. These broadcasts will be re- 
peats of the Wednesday spreads, 9- 
9:45 p. m. over the WLW-Line, 
through Transamerican, which will 
air over WLW, WFIL, Philly, and 
KWK, St. Louis. 

Program went on the WLW-Line 
after WLW announced it could not 
clear the time for the Monday night 
Mutual ride. Program, as last year, 
will be produced at WLW. 

‘Trials’ will start season with a 
new scripter, Sam Baker. Shelley 
Stark, who formerly churned out the 
copy, joins Benton & Bowles agency 
next week and hence must sever 
connection with the program, which 
is handled by the Kiesewetter 
agency. 

Program begins next Wed. (22) 
with the first airing over the WLW- 
Line. 








Evelyn Braunstein, 13-year-old 
singing find, is now being featured 
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In addition to 


tact a vast special audience in 
the Philadelphia market for less 
than $100 a week ! 


This feature program, finest of 
its kind anywhere, has been 
securing remarkable results for 
advertisers since 1933. 


home listenership, the advertiser 


ROBERT A. 


a tremendous at- 


regularly over KONO, San Antonio. 


NOW BOOKING FOR FALL 


‘(Women’s Club of the 


FINEST FEATURE OF ITS KIND! 


An unusual opportunity to con- 
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LY 


enjoys the potent plus of a visual 
audience which attends broad- 
casts in the luxurious WCAU 
Auditorium Studio. Model kit- 
chen right on the stage! 


A unique medium that merchan- 
dises as well as advertises your 
product ... includes sampling, 
demonstrations and displays. 


Write for further information. 
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Schnickelfritz Combo's $25,000 Pic 


Chore for WB; $2-a-Nite 3 Mos. Ago 


f 

| Winona at the union scale of $155 a 
week. It’s their second professional | 
engagement and they were a smash | 
hit from the start, packing the estab- 
lishment nightly. Club never has ad- 
vertised in newspapers or otherwise 


Minneapolis, Sept. 14. 

Freddie Fisher’s corny, clowning | 
*Sehnickelfritz’ band, Northwest out- 
fit that has scored quite a success at 
fourth-rate Midway Gardens nitery 














j 
| 
| 


| 


has signed a film contract with War-/| and neither it nor the band ever 
ner Bros. for one film at $5,000 a/| employed a press agent. Until re- 
week for five weeks, or a total of| cently band didn’t even broadcast. 
$25,000 Agreement also gives pro But word-of-mouth boosting and 
jucers an option for five more pic-| gratis newspaper nad other plug- 
tures at increases. sing kept it very much in the lime- 
This organization of smalltown |} light. 
Northwest youths was working for Up to a few weeks ago the Mid- 
$2-a-nicht each in a Winona, Minn.,; way Gardens, despite the _ terrilic 
£> nitory less than six months ago. Two | crowds continued its extremely low 
other major producers were nezo-| prices for food and beverages and 
tiating with outfit when Rockwell-| had no minimum or cover charges 
O'Keefe cinched the deel for War-| Then it instituted a 25c couvert 
ners in the band’s behalf. which now has been boosted to 50c | 
Fisher and his five farmer boys| per person. With band working on 
cam2 into Midway Gardens from 40% of club’s gross receipts, includ- 
| ing food and beverages, its. take the 
Panacea ruins trea mus =| week before last, for example, was 
=| $1,150. In face of second tilt in| 
SORDOR or REVEL cover charges and fact admission 
CLICK AGAIN WITH now is by reservation only, club is 
sold out three weeks in advance. 


This sen-ational score for 
+ Darryl Zanuck 20th Cen- 
‘3 tury-Fox production: 


Band’s contract runs to Oct. 31 and 
upon its completion it will go into 
New York night spot for two months 
before departing for Hollywood. 
While playing at Orpheum here, 
Rudy Vallee 
and was so impressed with band’s 
possibilities he announced he’d put 
it on his radio hour 
after its arrival in New York. 


Can’t Have Every- 
thing” 


AFRAID TO DREAM 


THE LOVELINESS 
OF YOU 


. “You 





boys and their manager, E. T. Christ- 
man, Decca record man, who landed | 
his present job as a token of grati- 
tude for having the outfit make wax- 
ings while they still were playing 
in Winona and hadn’t yet created 
any furor. Before he signed with 


rein 


YOU CAN'T HAVE | 
EV'RYTHING | 





wish to travel, he told everybody, 


because 


DANGER— #| costs a lot of dough to travel.’ Prior 
LOVE AT WORK :|to the Warner deal FisSer and the | 


other band members signed five-year 
contracts to stick together. 

=| Schnickelfritz band will fly to N.Y. 
A New Hit on the Horizon | Sept. 23 to appear on Vallee’s radio | 


| program of Sept. 24. 
ONCE IN A WHILE |: f 


| missing from Midway Gardens nitery | 
for 
| splash. 


AMviccer Music, [nc. | 


New York: 











270 Sixth Avenue « 





|engagement Sept. 11 at the Hickory 
\ Lodge, Larchmont, N. Y. 
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immediately | 
| form, 


fame has dazed and bewildered the | 


: PLEASE PARDON US | Warners Fisher was telling every- | 
E | body he wished he were back in 
--WE’RE IN LOVE Winona. He and the boys didn’t 





SING FAVORITES FROM FEIST 


m” Walter Wanger'’s ' 1938 


‘Vogues of 


THAT OLD FEELING 


(Lew Brown and Sammy Fain) 
and 


S LOVELY ONE 


Frank Loesser and Manning Sherwin). 
Breen’'s RKO -Radio Picture ‘Make a Wish” 


MAKE A WISH 


(Louis Alter, Paul Webster and Oscar Straus) 


Ss ——————e 





From -Bobby 


—_—-+ ———_ | 


From Walter Production “52nd Street” 


| STILL LOVE TO KISS YOU GOODNIGHT 
I'D LIKE TO SEE SAMOA OF SAMOA 


(Walter Bullock and. Harold Spina) 


Wanger's 








A Novelty Sensation. from the Mid-West 


JOSEPHINE 


(Gus Kahn, Wayne King and Burke Bivens) 


From the 20th Century-Fox Production “Life Begins in College” 


SWEET VARSITY SUE 


(Charles Tobias, Al Lewis and Murray Mencher) 


‘ LEO FEIST, Inc., 1629 Broadway, New York 








;members to 





Little Makes Good 


Des Moines, Sept. 14. 
Little Jack Little’s appearance at 
the Tromar ballroom was bfiled as 
‘Homecoming for lIowa’s Famous 
Son.’ 

Little formerly lived in Waterloo, 
Ia. He launched his musical career | 
here as a part of the radio team of | 
| Little and Small, but did not form a | 
band until he left the city. 











Fox Scores New 
SPA Contract; 


——— 
— 





Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 





* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 
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t indicates stage production song. The 





Threat to Biz 5. LivinesToN, NEE 


New contract which the Song- 
writers Protective Ass’n is asking its 
sign exclusively with 
publishers was scored as a serious | 
threat to the financial structure of | 
the publishing industry in a letter | 
sent out Monday (13) by Harry Fox, 
gen. m@r. of the Music Publishers | 
Protective Ass’n. Circular, ad- 


| dressed to MPPA members, analyzed 


| contract 


| locating 


visited Gardens twice} ~. . 
. % | with publishers. 


| broadcast performing rights. 


| rights to the SPA, this right as well 





they’re all married and ‘it | 


Group will be | 


two nights during its big town | 


Zinn Arthur orchestra opened an | 


The sudden and meteoric rise to publishing and small rights, and that 


implications of the SPA 
form and concluded with 
the assertion that the SPA, by al- 
to itself the various me- 
rights, had broken faith | 


the legal 


chanical 


Fox’s letter pointed out that the | 
SPA, by its own contrived contract | 
retains every right but the 


even the clause ‘radio rights’ might 
be eventually stretched to apply to 
With 
the contract also assigning television | 


as the broadcast performing right 
can become the property of the SPA 
and totally out of proprietory and 
administrative bounds of the pub- 
lisher. 

Attention is also called to a pro- 
vision in the SPA agreement which 





| ganizing his 


| . . a 
Wichita, Kans., 


LEVINSON, A LEADER 


Jerry Levinson, song writer, is or- 
own orchestra with a 
view to an NEC tieup. Was former- 
ly pianist with Art Landry’s and 
Paul Tremaine’s bands. 

Newcomer maestro is responsible 
for writing ‘Darkness on the Delta,’ 
‘It’s the Talk of the Town,’ ‘Under a 
Blanket of Blue.’ He’s changing his 
name to Livingston for the 
calling. Rockwell-O’Keefe will man- 


va 
| age. 





Paul Whiteman Sets 
Tour of One-Niters 


Paul Whiteman exits the Casa 
Manana, Ft. Worth, Sept. 28 and will 
be routed for a one-niter jaunt by 





| CRA. 


Tour opener is Sylvan Beach, La 
Porte, Tex.; Criterion theatre, Okla- 


homa City, "tor three days; National 
ballroom, Amarillo, Tex. Fox the- 
atres in Salina, Hutchinson and 


follow, and then the 
band moves west to Salt Lake City, 


has the publisher acknowledging the | Denver and the Pacific slope. 


validity of the membership agree- 

ment of the writers with the SPA, 

|as well as the effectiveness and va- 
| 1i idity of Article IX in the SPA’s by- | 
laws. In signaturing such an agree- | 
j}ment, said Fox’s letter, a publisher | 
will be stopped from contesting in | 
{court the validity of the SPA set- 
up. 


Enough Is Enough 
Fox said that he thought the SPA | 
was over-stretching itself in stipu- 
lating that it receive 50% of the 
gross fees collected for synchroniza- 
tion and transcription licenses. This, 





he said, ignores the administrative | 
expenses of the licensing bureau of 
| the MPPA and imposes an additional 
obligation on the part of the pub- 
lisher, and is equivalent to granting 
the writers 60% of such royalties. 

Described by Fox as unfair and 
arbitrary is the provision in the 
SPA contract which cancels any 
agreement with the publisher in the 
event there is a default continuing 
for a period of 10 days. This, he 
said, might operate as a forfeiture 
in some instances. 

Also, by this agreement, SPA fore- 
closes the writers from asserting any 
claims to the mechanical rights un- 
til the rights to the composition re- 
vert to the latter under the standard 
contract. By such denial there is 
nothing the writers can do about as- 
serting any rights against the SPA 
during the full term of the copy- 
right. 

Fox added that it would be eco- 
nomic suicide for publishers. to 
adopt this contract form, which is 
contrary to the one that the writers 
had previously agreed to use in 
dealing with publishers. Fox also 
voices the opinion that the SPA is 
seeking to perpetuate itself at the 
expense of both writers and pub- 
lishers. 











Coast Music Gets New 


Champion in L. A. C of C: 





Sacramento, Sept. 14. 

Articles of incorporation have been 
filed with the secretary of state here 
for a music foundation sponsored by 
the Los Angeles Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Foundation will promote musical 
production including grand opera. 
Trustees include Jack W. Hardy, 
Oscar A. Triplett, James Cairns and 
D. W. Pierce, all of Los Angeles, 





Music Notes 


Major Edney Ridge, manager of 
WBIG in Greensboro, N. C., is 
doubling as manager of Lowenburg 
Moore’s 12-piece band and is book- 
ing it for the southeast. 








Egbert Van Alstyne guest of honor 
on WLW-NBC program Sunday, 
which was based on his ‘Shade of 
the Old Apple Tree.’ 





Columbia bought two ditties for 
‘College Follies of 1938.’ They are 
itor Paper Says Rain,’ by Sam Pok- 

ss and Nat Lief, and ‘You’re My 
nae en on Earth,’ by Pokrass, Phil 
Baker and Charles Tobias. 


—_—_——s 


Burton Lane and Ralph Freed 
completed ‘Born to Swing’ and ‘Love 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Joe Haymes at Masonic Temp! 
} re Pa., Sept. 18. 











Tops in the. Music Business 


MY CABIN 





OF DREAMS 





Gone With The Wind 


eo 
The New RKO Musical 
‘The Life of the Party” 


With This Great Score 


By MAGIDSON and WRUBEL 


Let's Have Another 





Cigarette 
& 


Roses In December 
The Life Of The Party 


Yankee Doodle Band 








Chirp A Little Ditty 
Irving Berlin, '«. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 




















ANNOUNCING 
A NEW BALLAD 


““THERE’S MUSIC 
IN MY HEART, 
CHERIE”’ 


By the Ace Writers 
JOSEPH McCARTHY 
and 
JAMES HANLEY 


Destined for Peak 
Popularity! 


7 eo OD, 4 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 














JOINER RAY AND BAND 


START ON STIX TOUR 


Atlar.ta, Sept. 14. 


‘Freckles’ Ray, gangling erstwhile 


member of ‘Our Gang’ comedies, and | 


his 16-piece orch and vaude com- 
pany, are preparing to start out on 
the hinterland circuit. 

Ray and his outfit played two 
dance dates at the Shrine Mosque 
here and made an appearance at a 
| local department store, where Gov. 
E. D. Rivers extended an official 
| welcome, Ray is a member of the 

| Junior C. of C., Eagles, Lions, Ro- 
tary, Kiwanis and Exchange Clubs 
jand never lacks for sponsors. 





The Year’s Greatest Production Score 


The Hits from the Great American Musical Romance 


“VIRGINIA” 


Now at Radio City’s Center, New York 
Score by ARTHUR SCHWARTZ and ALBERT STILLMAN 


YOU AND I KNOW 

AN OLD FLAME NEVER DIES 
GOOD-BYE JONAH 

IF YOU WERE SOMEONE ELSE 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION) e 


799 7th Ave., New York 
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Harry Fox Urges Licensing Bureau 


For Discs, Warns of Perils to Come 


. 





Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Ass’n, last 
week urged the members to handle 
their phonograph record rights 


if they wanted to avoid imperiling 
their income from transcriptions. 
Establishment of such a central 
pureau, Fox declared, has been made 
imperative by the maneuvers of pho- 
nograph record manufacturers to li- 
cense radio stations. 

Fox pointed out that, under the 
present form of contract or licenses 
which publishers issue to the phono- 
graph companies, the former are 
powerless to prevent the recorders 
from doing anything they choose 
with their discs. If the pubs want 
to continue to control the use of their 
copyrights in radio, the whole li- 
censing system for phonograph rec- 
ords will have to be reshaped. Un- 
der the present setup there is noth- 
ing, said Fox, to prevent the phono- 
graph record manufacturers from 
collecting fees from broadcasters and 
other users, without first consulting | 
the copyright owner about his share | 
of the proceeds. Contract now exist- 





ing between publisher and manufac- | 
turer restricts the fermer’s income | 
to a royalty of 2c. per recorded num- 
ber and contains no provisions cir- | 
cumscribing how and where the rec- 
ord is to be sold or performed. 

It is Fox’s opinion that the pub- | 
lishers are leaving themselves wide | 
open. for losses in the transcription | 
field by failing to recognize the need 
of a revised, uniform contract for 
phonograph records. Transcription | 
manufacturers, who pay much larger | 
royalty fees for their music, will not | 
be able to compete with the phono- | 
graph record manufacturers when it | 
comes to doing business with sta- 
tions, he feels. 

RCA Victor has already under-| 
taken to issue licenses to operators of | 
coin-operated machines. With Vic- 
tor, so far, the move is strictly one 
of assuming to protect its control 
over the commercial use of its wares. 
Licenses are granted, but no fees 
are charged. 


Lopez Date in Pitt. 
Hotel Out, but All’s 
For the Best, It Seems 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 14. 

Mix-up at the MCA office which 

pulled Vincent Lopez out of an an- 
nounced two-week engagement at the 
William Penn hotel proved to be a 
blessing in disguise for the maestro. 
Now he’s been booked into Stanley, 
WB deluxer, week of Oct. 1 at a 
salary which will top that he would 
have received at the hotel for a fort- 
hight. 
' Lopez date at the Stanley would 
have been out had he played the 
Penn only two weeks previous to 
that time, so the maestro gains by 
it. Seems that the hotel, which 
books through MCA, had already 
contracted for Orrin Tucker and 
MCA neglected to inform Lopez, 
then playing at Saratoga, with his 
p.a. in New York deluging the local 
amusement desks with notices that 
Lopez would open here. 

Stanley booking is a continua- 
tion of that house’s announced pol- 
icy to abandon all unit shows in 
favor of name bands. Glen Gray is 
current with Dick Stabile and 
Horace Heidt following in ahead of 
Lopez. Ted Lewis comes back the 
week of Oct. 22 for his second en- 
gagement in five months. 


MAURICE GOES OVER 
TO S-B FOR 2 YEARS 


Shapiro, Bernstein Co. becomes 
the publishing ally on this side of 
Peter Maurice, London and Paris 
firm, with the expiration of the lat- 
ter’s contract with the Chappell Co., 
Oct. 30. Louis Bernstein got the 
deal under way while in Europe 
this Summer, but signatures weren't 
exchanged until the past week. 

Contract between Maurice and 

-B is for two years. 

















Rocco Vocco, general professional 
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DORSEYS PALS AGAIN 


Swing Baton Brothers Now Friendly 
After Years eof Tiffing 








With Jimmy Dorsey current at 
Loew’s State, N. Y., and Tommy Dor- 
sey at the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y., 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (Sept. 5-11.) 
Se Rare 
(Robbins) 

*I Know Now 
(Remick) 

*Have You Any Castles, Baby? 
(Harms) 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

*That Old Feeling 
(Feist) 

*Remember Me? 
(Witmark) 

*Yours and Mine 
(Rebbins) 

*Can I Forget You 
(Chappell) 

Cabin of Dreams 
(Berlin) 

*“Moon Get in My Eyes 
(Select) 

*Afraid te Dream 
(Miller) 

Me, Myself and I 
(Words and Music) 

Stardust en the Moon 
(Marks) 

*Stop Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 

So Many Memories 
(Shapiro) 

Harber Lights 
(Marlo) 

*Smarty 
(Popular) 

TYou and I Know 
(Robbins) 

*Loveliness of You 
(Miller) 

*First Time I Saw You 
(Santly-Joy) 

In a Carolina Town 
(Crawford) 

Meonlight on the Highway 
(Morris) 

Caravan 
(Exclusive) 


One Rose in My Heart 


(Shapiro) 
*You’ve Got Something There 
(Harms) 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
+ Production Nuinber. 


ASCAP’S NEB. APPEAL 
ARGUED; DECISH RES’D 


Omaha, Sept. 14. 

Hearing on ASCAP’s motion for 
an order restraining and enjoining 
Nebraska’s new law, prohibiting op- 
eration of the society in the state, 
was held in federal court last Satur- 
day. Judges A. K. Garden, U. S. 
circuit court of appeals, T. C. Mun- 
ger and J. A. Donohue of the U. S. 
district court, took case. under ad- 
visement after hearing testimony. 
Decision is expected in about six 
weeks. j 

ASCAP’s testimony attacked the 
law as unconstitutional. Louis Tep- 
oel, Omaha attorney, handling for 
society, was supplemented by L. D. 
Frohlich and Herman Finkelstein, 
New York attorneys for ASCAP. De- 
fense is being handled by William J. 
Holtz, Omaha attorney, acting as 
special attorney for state. 

Nebraska is one of five states 
having measures outlawing the or- 
ganization and the case is being eyed 
by several other states, either having 
measures in legislatures at present 
or in prospect for coming sessions. 
Similar measures are in effect in 
Florida, Tennessee, Washington and 
Montana. 


Like Pa, Like Son 


With the beginning of the Gold- 
man band’s series of fall concerts at 
Kismet Temple, in Brooklyn, Richard 
Franko Goldman will pick up the 
baton as associate conductor of his 
father, Dr. Edwin Franko Goldman. 
Dr. Goldman has been sole conductor 
of the band for 25 years ‘and, in 
taking on his son as associate con- 
ductor, he is virtually establishing a 
precedent. 

Younger Goldman studied compo- 
sition with Pietro Floridia and Nadia 
Boulanger and piano with Ralph 
Leopold and Clarence Adler. He is 
an alumnus of Columbia University. 























Art Schwartz West 


Art Schwartz, head of the Warner 
Bros. music interests on the west 
coast, planed back for Hollywood 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Came into New York Friday for 





mgr. of the Warner Bros. music |a general business talk with Edwin 
rms, returned to New York from H. (Buddy) Morris, gen. mgr. of the 


Hollywood Monday (13). 


| WB publishing group. 


the freres Dorsey, once split because 
of professional tiffing, are pals again. 
Back of the fraternal amity was the 
illness of their father some weeks 
ago. 

Dorsey Bros. band, during the final 
weeks of their career a couple of 
years ago, saw the co-leaders not 
speaking to one another. Each 
stepped out on his own, and while 
featuring the same style of music, 
each clicked individually. 


HOTEL STRIKE 
CONTINUES IN 
BALTO 





Baltimore, Sept. 14. 

Strike of local musicians against 
hotels because of refusal of the lat- 
ter to agree to closed shop as a 
requisite for private rentals took on 
added heat this week, with local 
hostelries filling jobs with out-of- 
town non-union combos. 
| One hotel announced its orchestra 
|as ‘direct from the Edgewater Beach 
| Hotel, Chicago’ in ad space. Union 
| quickly retaliated by running an ad 
|with a reprint of a telegram from 
| the Edgewater Beach management 
| stating that no such orchestra had 
|ever played the spot. 
| Hotel men have set up an employ- 
|ment bureau to supply non-union 
|tooters for affairs on rental and the 
|music union in turn is co-operating 
| with local caterers and halls in lin- 
ing up affairs usually slated for hos- 
| telries. Musicians claim _ several 
switches te country clubs and halls 
of some important social functions 
for which name bands had been 
booked in advance, prior to the 
strike. 

Unusual angle in connection with 
the strike is the effect of it on name 
bands booked for a local stage ap- 
pearance who will be unable to ob- 
tain hotel accommodations because of 
‘unfair’ rating against all down-town 
caravansaries. First to experience 
the ban will be Ina Ray Hutton and 
orch, which is slated for the Hippo- 
drome, local combo house, week of 
Sept. 17. 

Local niteries are strengthening 
their dance set-ups and advertising 
accordingly. 








MCA’s Frisco Office 


San Francisco, Sept. 14, 

Music Corporation of America is 
opening a local office. 

Will be headed by Lyal Thayer, 
with Larry Barnet associated. MCA 
sending both men in from the Los 
Angeles office. 





lmportat Ruling Sustains 
Blanket Deals With Foreign Society 
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Knapp’s Widow Sues 
Geo. Olsen for $5,450 


George Olsen, who took over the 
late Orville Knapp’s orchestra for 
his present ‘music of tomorrow’ or- 
ganization, is being sued by Gloria 
(Grafton) Knapp, widow of the 
bandman, for $5,450. Songstress al- 
leges a deal between Aug. 1, 1936, 
and Dec. 7, 1936, calling for the 
above sum in exchange for the good 
will of the Knapp band, plus such 
physical properties as a Hammond 
electric organ and case, lobby 
frames and displays, 80 orchestra- 
tions, spotlights and other merchan- 
dise. 

Olsen denies in general, and 
counters that any negotiation of this 
kind must legally be in writing to be 
valid. 

Olsen has been touring with this 
combo after disbanding his old 
orch. He will be the dance feature 
at the new International Casino, 
N. Y., when it opens Friday (17). 
Olsen is also a partner therein. 


TOSCY AND FURT 
FIGHT IT OUT 








Salzburg, Sept..3. 


Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute’ was the 
wind-up show of this year’s most 
successful season. Then Salzburg 


wert to sleep again, to awaken next 
year. 

As soon as Toscanini put down his 
baton, workers began demolishing 
that part of the festival house, 
which is to be reconstructed for next 
year. 

Toscanini directed the Vienna 
Philharmonic orchestra in a Brahms 
concert. The seldom-played ‘Liebes 
Lieder’ waltzes were the high spots. 

An English string quartette won 
honors in the Mozarteum. Boyd 





Neel’s quartette played modern Brit- 
ish composers. Sold out. 

But in peaceful Salzburg there was 
one final big row between Toscanini 
and Furtwaengler. Toscanini told 
the German to stay out of Salzburg 
and look after his own Bayreuth 
festivals, Furtwaengler is not the 
sort of a fellow who would take 
orders from anyone. They fought 
it out verbally in the lobby of a 
hotel and then left, Toscanini south 
to Italy, Furtwaengler north to. Ger- 
many. 





Harry Akst and Sidney Clare 
cleffed ‘I'll Settle for Love’ and 
‘Don’t Throw Kisses’ for 20th-Fox’s 
‘Big Town Girl.’ 








Robbins and Bregman Tell Dreyfus 
That They're Really All for the SPA 





Max Dreyfus invited Jack Robbins 
and Jack Bregman to luncheon as 
preliminary to getting the Rob- 
bins-Feist-Miller (Metro-controlled ) 


group’s assurance of re-signing with 
ASCAP in 1940 for a term of 10 
years. Robbins and Bregman as- 
sured the veteran Dreyfus that (1) 
they have no ideas of disrupting 
ASCAP arid that (2), it’s long been 
a basic policy of the Robbins firms 
to give songwriters fullest considera- 
tion. 

Songwriters Protective Associa- 
tion, through its president, Irving 
Caesar, had looked askance at the 
Metro music pub group, and even 
the recently reassuring letter from 
J. T. Abeles, counsel for the Metro 
music firms, didn’t suffice, although 
Abeles stated that Robbins per- 
sonally favored the SPA _ cause. 
What was lacking, from the song- 
smith’s viewpoint, was assurance 
from Metro. This, however, has 
since been explained because of the 
fact that David Bernstein, v.p. and 
treasurer of Loew-Metro, and presi- 
dent of the music pub holdings, was 
abroad. He got back last week and 
J. Robert Rubin, for Metro, assured 
Robbins that anything Bernstein 
does, as executive head of the music 





companies, would be OK with the 
film corporation. 

Robbins’ balking at ASCAP is an 
old issue, and has nothing to do with 
SPA, because Robbins has long ob- 
jected to the self-perpetuating board 
within the Society and the manner 
of royalty distribution, Charging 
politics and nepotism, Robbins has 
been a frank critic of the manner 
in which ASCAP operates. For one 
thing, an item of $800,000 income 
from picture theatres, etc., Robbins 
always contended should not have 
been pooled with the rest of the 
musie licensing income (radio, cafes, 
etc.) because that’s a peculiar source 
of revenue and his firms contributed 
more than the average publisher 
towards the collection of it. 

Robbins and Bregman, however, 
assured Dreyfus that they have no 
intention to create any schism. 

Dreyfus, with Robbins and Metro, 
constitute the three major groups in 
ASCAP. Dreyfus, as an individual, 
now controls Chappell, T. B. Harms 
(Jerome Kern) and Crawford. 
Warners has Witmark, Remick and 
Harms plus a piece of T. B. Harms. 

A meeting slated for yesterday 
(Tuesday) at ASCAP was for the 





purpose to sound out the re-sig- 
'naturing accord. 


7 


Rights of the American Society of 
Composers; Authors and Publishers 
under its contracts with foreign per- 
forming rights societies were consid- 
erably reinforced through an opinion 
handed down by Judge Vincent L. 
Leibell in the N. Y. Federal Court 
Monday (13). In this finding Judge 
Leibell dismissed an infringement 
suit brought by George A. Cogniat 


and the United Music Co. against 
Universal Pictures, Gem Picture 
Productions, Inc., maker of the 


‘Goofeytone News Reels,’ Loew’s, 
Inc., and others. Ke 
What makes the opinion of par- 
ticular significance to both the music 
and the film industries is the con- 
struction placed by Judge Leibell on 
the class of rights which a French 
tune assumes when played in a pic- 
ture house. For years ASCAP itself 
has been under the impression that 
this use might be regarded as a 
grand right if the issue were brought 
to a showdown in the courts. Under 
Judge Leibells’ finding the perform- 
ance of a work by a member of the 
French performing rights society in 
an American film theatre licensed by 
ASCAP is as much as a small right 
as that deriving from the copyright 
of an ASCAP member. Judge Lei- 
bell’s ruling further establishes that 
a French writer who transfers his 
rights to the French society does not 
make any reservations and thereby 
prevents him or any assignee from 
bringing any outside claims. The 
transfer is an absolute one and is 
controlled by any society with which 
the French group is affiliated. 
Cogniat claimed that he had ob- 
tained an assignment of the rights 
to the compositions, ‘Don Rigo’ and 
‘Vers L’Horizon,’ from the French 
composer Mercier and that the pro- 
ducers of the ‘Goofeytone News Reel’ 
had violated his (Cogniat’s) rights 
under the transfer by not obtaining 
the necessary license. With the aid 
of ASCAP, Julian T. Abeles, counsel 
for Loew's, Inc., one of whose houses 
showed the film in question, obtained 
information from the French society 
disclosing that Mercier had previ- 
ously assigned the rights of all his 
works to that group and that his 








contract with the French society 
specifically included performances 
by film. 


Judge Leibell’s finding covers 27 

pages but most of the comment deals 
with the business relations between 
Cogniat and Don Malkames, one 
of those concerned with the produc- 
tion of the short subject under dis- 
pute. Malkames had claimed that he 
had paid Cogniat $100 for the use 
of the tunes in the film, with the 
latter contending that the money 
had been for an entirely different 
purpose. The court held that Mal- 
kames had proved that Malkames 
had properly acquired the right to 
use the tunes and that since 
the exhibiting theatre had been duly 
licensed by ASCAP, the proper as- 
signee of Mercier’s rights in this 
country, there was no alternative 
but to dismiss the complaint on its 
merits. 
Other defendants were the Con- 
solidated Amuse. Enterprises, Uni- 
versal Film Exchanges, George 
Cochrane, Morris S, Tropp, the 981 
Eighth Avenue Corp., and the Wood- 
side Operating Co, 


DICK POWERS OFF TO 
INVESTIGATE RHUMBA 


Dick Powers, special investigator 
for ASCAP, left last week for Porto 
Rico to look over the music situation 
there, and thence to Cuba for similar 
purpose. Later, Powers journeys to 
Hawaii and the Philippine Islands. 

While the music licensing services 
in all these island possessions (save 
Cuba, which is an independent re- 
public) are negligible, there has been 
enough native music coming out of 
all to interest music users. 

Cuba, notably, has been a fertile 
source for rhumba, conga and danzon 
rhythms, and among its more emi- 
nent composers are Ernesto Lecuona, 
Moises Simon, Eliseo Grenet. 


Hyde MG Musiker 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
Alex Hyde has moved into the 
Metro music department on a term 
contract as assistant to Nat Finston. 
He formerly was with Victor re- 
cording in Berlin and more recently 











affiliated with the Texaco radio 
hour, 
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MCA Starts New Dept. for Fairs, 
Muny Celebrations, Special Events 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Music Corp. of America is open- 
ing a new department to be known 
as MCA Special Events Prods. Inc., 
which will handle complete booking 
services for fairs, festivals, municipal 
celebrations, special sponsored 
events; in both the indoors and out- 
doors fields. 


This new organizational activity is | 


an outgrowth of the successful book- 
ing by MCA of the Michigan Fair in 
Detroit last week, and the Kansas 
City Jubilesta from Sept. 17-25. De- 
booking sheet ran approxi- 
mately $50,000, while the Kansas 
City festival will run a total above 
$159,000 for the nine days. 

W. H. Stein, vice pres. of MCA, 
will be the active head of the new 
department, along with other duties 
in the organization. Lew Wasser- 
man, publicity director of MCA, 
moves over to the booking depart- 
ment as assistant to Stein in the new 
enterprise. Wasserman has 
working hand-in-hand with Stein 
for the past few weeks, and has 
been active in both the Detroit and 
K. C. activities. 

Talent for K. C. 

Talent set through MCA for Kan- 
sas City reads as follows: Eddy Du- 
chin orchesira, Wayne King orches- 
tra, Buddy Rogers orchestra, Isham 
Jones orchestra, Dave Rubinoff, Alec 











Will Hudson’s Latest Hit 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 





Season's Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 





Four Smash Songs from GB’s 
‘GANGWAY?’ with Jessie Matthews 


Lord and Lady Whoozis 
Moon or No Moon 
When You Gotta Sing 
Gangway 











Pinky Tomlin’s Top Tune 


'M JUST A COUNTRY 
BOY AT HEART 









Mis Music, tne. 


1e!19 BROADWAY Naw Yoar, NM. Y. 
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POLLACK & MITCHELL 
Score Again with 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 
“OVER NIGHT” 


“MY SWISS — 
H LLY BILLY” 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Musical, “THIN ICE,” starring 
Sonja Henie 


7 MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 







SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., Sole Agents 
{250 SIXTH AVENVE 


BUILDING (RADIO CITY 


NEW YORK 


Templeton, Georges and Jalna, the 
Nonchalants, Jack Waldron, Howard 
Nichels, Olympic Trio, Flying On- 
tanos, Rufe Davis, Ben Yost, Ames 
and Arno, Park and Clifford, Pat 
O’Malley, Rosemary Deering, Edna 
Sedgwick, Horton Spurr, Tip, Tap 
and Toe, Melissa Mason, Edgar Ber- 
gen, Jack Haley, Gertrude Niesen, 
Frances Langford and a line of 24 
Hollywood girls. In addition the 
department has also set a complete 
Ice Follies show on its own patented 
special ice-floor setup, with stand- 
ard ice talent headed by Shipstead 
and Johnson, Bess Meredith, etc. 
Following on the heels of the Kan- 
sas City booking, MCA is now in 
hegotiation with other cities, such 
as Denver, Dallas, Ft. Worth, St. 
Louis, Salt Lake City and Birming- 
ham, for similar municipal festivals. 
MCA plans to restrict its special 
events bookings to those towns in 
which there is little or no vaudeville 
and stage shows, so as to avoid com- 
petition with vaude theatres by the | 
municipal attractions. 

Organization has already contacted 
county and state fair secretaries with 
special material, and is paving the 
way for an entrance into the fair 
booking field next season. Is also do- 
ing special act booking in the fair 
field this autumn. 


Home-Town Paul 


Denver, Sept. 14. 

Paul Whiteman, Denver native, 
has been booked with his 30 mu- 
sicians, to play one performance in 
the municipal auditorium Oct. 9. 
Arthur M. Oberfelder, Denver im- 
presario, said the enitre auditorium 
would be thrown open and the affair 
will be a combination concert and 
dance. 

This will be the first appearance 








BANNER SEASON 


Philharmonic Has $58,000 
Advance for Concerts 





K. C. 





Record season is planned by the 
Kansas City Philharmonic orches- 
tra. Budget has been considerably 
upped — as a result of a name 
guest soloists. First such will be 
Yehudi Menuhin, Nov. 4-5. Karl 
Krueger, conductor, is readying the 
schedule of soloists. 

Advance sale is well ahead of last 
year, $58,000 having been rung up 
so far.. Opening concerts will be 
Oct. 21-22. 


HIPP OPERAS 
TAKE A DIVE 


Grosses for the Hippodrome and 
Brooklyn opera last weekend hit the 
toboggan. Post Labor Day and Jew- 


ish holidays were blamed by the 
management. 

Three performances at the Hipp, 
N. Y. (Friday, Saturday. and Sunday 
nights) pulled an estimated $6,250. 
Three concurrent performances at 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
also under the Alfredo Salmagsgi 
banner, drew $4,250. 

Beginning this week Salmaggi will 
offer only two performances on 
week-end at both houses. Slicing in 
Brooklyn is voluntary, but that at 
the Hipp because house has been 
rented for Italian vaude for Sunday 
nights. 











K. C. Rules Jam N. G. 


Kansas City, Sept. 14. 


Jam sessions, which have been 
pretty vital as biz getters for the 
damp spots this summer, were last 
week outlawed by the local musi- 
cians’ union. 

Union offers to slap a fine of be- 
tween $25 and $50 on musicians who 








of the Whiteman band in Paul’s 
home town in several years. 


stray from the straight and narrow 
in regard to jam sessions. 





On the 


Upbeat 





Gil Eucker orch set at the Elm 
Grove, Kalamazoo, Mich, 

Hector Herbert orch has opened at 
the Club Hollywood, Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 








Dick Barrie’s band has gone into 
Blandi’s, Pittsburgh roadhouse, for 
an indef stay, replacing Jimmy Bray. 
Handled by MCA. 

Etzi Covato orch, following sum- 
mer run at Renault Tavern in Atlan- 
tic City, returns to Pittsburgh, Sept. 
17, to stay for three months before 
going to Miami for the Florida sea- 
son, 








Al Marsico’s orch into Show Boat, 
Pittsburgh, for a run, replacing the 
Wayne Thomas outfit. 





Erskine Hawkins reopens at Har- 
lem Uproar House, N. Y., Sept. 15. Its 
a return for the colored band. 





Larry Siry at Ambassador hotel, 
N. Y. Replaces Ramon Ramos, 





Joe Capello and Allen Small bands 
playing at Jimmy Kelly’s, N. Y. 





Nicholas Matthey back at the Rus- 
sian Krethema, N. Y., for the sea- 
son, 





Bob Asen’s band current at Wivel, 
We Zs 





Maximilian Bergere now alter- 
nating with Joe Rodriguez’s band at 
the Versailles, N. Y. 





Sammy Kaye’s orch into Bill 





Green’s, Pittsburgh, Monday (13) for 











on All 








THE SONG SMASH OF THE SEASON 


SO RARE 


Rapidly and Deservedly Attaining Top Spot 
Best Seller Lists 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th Ave., New York | 











a month’s stay. From there Kaye 
goes into the Hotel Pennsylvania, 
N. Y., for a run. MCA handled, 





Carl Harte has replaced Jolly Co- 
burn at Claremont Inn., N, Y. 

Chyoti Hawaiian’s opened at Vil- 
lage Brewery, N. Y. 





Gene Fosdick moved into the Shel- 
ton hotel, N. Y. 





Rudy Bundy opens at Levaggi’s, 
Boston, Mass., Sept. 17 for an eight- 
month stay. Gets a Mutual wire. 





Don Bestor opens at the Norman- 
die, Boston, Oct. 22 for CRA on a 
four-week booking. 





Harry McDaniels, now under CRA 
management, opens next month at 
the New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
| i, 2 





Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore into the New 
Penn Club, Pittsburgh, Pa., Oct. 8. 





Husk O’Hare plays the Sweet 
Potato Festival in Dosden, Tenn., 
Sept. 24. 





Bob Grayson’ yeopened Paul 
Strausburg’s remodelled Grand Ball- 
room, Detroit, last week. 





Frank Dailey’s outfit returned to 
the Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., Sept. 11. 





Dixieland Jazz Band leaves Ft. 
Worth, Tex., Oct. 1 to open at Dan 
( nristie’s, N. Y. 





Johnny Hamp set for Amphithea- 
tre Gardens, Duluth, Minn., Sept. 
25. 








Maurie Sherman goes into the 
| Polo Club, Dayton, O., Sept. i8 for 
| CRA, 

| Les Browne’s Duke Blue Devils 
| being readied for an eastern college 
| jaunt after closing at Playland, Rye, 
| N. Y. Will hit Alma Mater, Duke 
| U., Durham, N. C., for two days, 


| Oct. 8. 





| 

| Dick Stabile’s orch will play its 
| first stage date at the Stanley, Pitts- 
| burgh, week beginning Friday (17), 
’ (Continued on page 50) 


Petrillo in Chi M. C.'d Free Music Ka 
Concerts This Summer for 3,500,000 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Yesterday (Monday) saw _ the 
wind-up of the season’s open-air 
concerts in Grant Park under the 
sponsorship of the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians and under the per- 
sonal supervision and guidance of 
| president James C. Petrillo. Total 
| attendance to the concerts an all- 
| time high of 3,500,000. 
| Concerts started on July 1 and ran 
| daily for a total of 68 in the lake- 
| front park. There were at least 75 
| musicians in every band or orches- 
| tra, with special augmented concerts 
containing 110 men. Last nighi’s 
| orchestra was presented with a spe- 
| cial group of 300 musicians. Petrillo 
arranged this 300-man concert as a 
token of gratitude and appreciation 
to the Chicago public for its support. 

Petrillo thus rates as show busi- 
ness’ top name _ booker, having 
brought to Chicago and the Grant 
Park band-shell some of the biggest 
names in the music field, and given 
them to the Chi public gratis. 
Among the names brought in were 
Rubinoff, Lily Pons, Andre Kos‘el- 
anetz, Tito Schipa, Jascha Heifeiz, 
Bobby Breen, Helen Morgan, Jack 
Fulton, Marion Claire, Eddie Duchin, 








| 


mic, 
Name Bands 


Among the bands and orchestras 
which played at the Grant Park 
shell were Henry Weber and his 
WGN and Mutual orchestra, Armin 
Hand and his Veterans of Foreign 
Wars band, Cavallo’s Symphonic 
Band, George Dasch orchestra, Carl- 
ton Kelsey and the Columbia Broad- 


casting System orchestra, the 
Bainum Band from Northwestern 
University, Roy Shield and the 


NBC orchestra, Chicago Symphonic 
orchestra, Roger Pryor and orches- 
tra, Henry Busse orchestra, Rico 
Marcelli Symphony, Woman’s Sym- 
phony orchestra directed by Ebba 
Sundstrom, Chicago Philharmonic 
orchestra, Chicago Opera orchestra, 
Thaviu band and Bachman’s band. 

Among the directors were Dr. 
Frederick Stock, Hans Lange, and 
among the other special personal 
appearances were Hilda Uhl, Mil- 
dred Gerber, Walter Steindel, Marion 
Coffman, Ruth Lyon, Mark Love, 
Ann Sothern, Noble Cain’s Capella 
Choir, Catharine Witmer, Bernice 
Taylor, Atillio Baggiore. 

Biggest attendance was chalked up 
by Rubinoff, with 225,000 people 
jammed into the park. For this 
record the Chicago Federation of 
Musicians will give MRubinoff a 
medal, reported costing $2,000. Lily 
Pons and Andre Kostelanetz played 
to 175,000, Jascha Heifetz to 150,000. 
Bobby Breen played to 75,000 on a 
stormy night with a 50-mile gale 
blowing in off the lake. 

Spent $22,000 

Under Petrillo’s guidance the Fed- 
eration spent some $22,000 on its 
own for these concerts, adding that 
sum to the $62,000 appropriated by 
the Park Board for the concerts. To- 
tal coin was paid into the pockets 
of the musicians, except some $7,500 
for the personals. 

In addition to the Grant Park con- 
certs, Petrillo obtained an approp- 
riation from the city for 52 concerts 
on Navy Pier, using 35 men in the 
orchestra. This appropriation was 
for $20,000. 

In return for that appropriation, 
the local Musicians Union added a 
like amount of money for 33 con- 
certs in the outlying parks, using 33 
men. Wide publicity drawn by the 
concerts reportedly created an un- 
usual demand for concerts in other 
cities throughout the country. Mu- 
sicians’ unions in the midwest par- 
ticularly report a boom in employ- 
ment during the summer for park 
and out-of-doors concerts, both un- 
|der private and municipal auspices. 
Publicity 
Besides publicity in print, the 





Alec Templeton and Mary McCor- | 


series received a great spread on the 
ether, with all the webs regularly 
picking up the concerts on coast-to« 
coast sweeps. Columbia picked up 
the concerts three times weekly for 
Atlantic to Pacific spreads; in addi. 
tion to smaller line-ups. Mutual had 
two weekly coast-to-coast gallops, 
NBC blue plugged in for three 
spreads a week and NBC red for 
one. All the pick-ups ranged from 
30 minutes to 60 minutes each, 
though the great bulk of ’em were 
45-minute shots. In addition there 
were a flock of local pick-ups, with 
WCFL carrying the series every day 
from 9:30 to 10 p.m. while WLS 
picked up the concerts on a Mon- 
day-Wednesday-Friday schedule. 

So successful has this year’s series 
been, and the public’s response so 
enthusiastic, it is understood that the 
Park Board will increase its appro- 
priation next year to $100,000 ana 
build a new band shell south of the 
present spot. Will have a seating 
| capacity of 20,000 with room for 
| 300,000 standees and sitters-on-the- 
| grass. 

Assisting Petrillo in the booking 
and arrangements of the concerts 
was Herb Carlin, who formerly led 
his own dance orchestra around 
town, 








Song Pluggers Meet 





Professional Music Men, Inc. hold 
their first fall meeting Friday (24) 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Mose 
Gumble,. new paid executive head, 
is presiding. Bob Christenberry, 
v.p. and managing director of the 
hotel, will address the songmen. 

Gumble is slated for a Coast trip 
shortly to organize the Hollywood 
activities of the PMM, whose mem- 
bership now totals 260. 






















They’re Here 
“Why Talk About 
Love” 

“Big Chief Swing It” 
“The Rhumba Goes 
Collegiate” 

New Songs Hits by 
POLLACK and MITCHELL 
From the forthcoming 20th 
Century-Fox College Musical 


“LIFE BEGINS IN 
COLLEGE” 


Sy 2- 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORI.NY. 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen. Mar. ; 




















WE PUBLISH THE 


ORIGINAL 


2 


4, 
A 
“yg 


/ 
if i j 
The latest Dance Craze!! 


j 
j 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


SOLE SELLING AGENT , 
MILLS MUSIC, Ine. 1619 BWAY, WN. Y. 
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Robbins Music Corporation 


iT’S BROWN AND FREED! 
For a decade this famous team has made the nation sing and dance 
to its “Broadway Melody” score. 


“BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


YOURS AND MINE H 
| I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 

| YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY | 
EVERYBODY SING | 





| 


And now they've 
ultimate with 
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Balky Mechanical Stage Sets Back 


International Casino Preem Again 











—————_————_— 


In again announcing a postpone- 
ment of the premiere of the new 
International Casino on Broadway 
and 44th street, atop the old New 
York-Criterion theatres, the man- 
agement wired the press as, follows: 

‘Is our face red? We blush to an- 
nounce the postponement of our 
opening to next Friday (17). The 
miracle stage refused to work, but 
the situation is now under control 


and the magic turntables, the mir- | 


rored floors, the gliding platforms 
and the ceiling escalators will all be 
ready for the grand premiere. Sorry 
for the suspense.... 

The I.C. represents over 
invested so far, of which 


$400,000 
Louis J. 


Brecker (Roseland ballroom, N. Y.) | 


and George Olsen, the band leader, 
put up $46,000 each, and Joe Moss 
(Hollywood restaurant) around $25,- 
000. National City Bank, for the 
estate of the property owners, put 
up $100,000, and a like amount came 
from ‘firsts,’ ie., moneys advanced 
py tradesmen servicing the place, 
they to get their funds back on a 
first preferred basis. The rest from 
concessionaires, etc. 


Pierre Sandrini and Jacques 
Charles, from Paris, have been re- 
hearsing the elaborate revue in the 
Hotel Edison chiefly, only recently 
taking the troupe into the Casino 
proper, since construction was still 
going on. As result, it was belatedly 
discovered that the stage mechanics 
and the many details attendant to 
such elaborate ventures were not 
yet under control. 


Long Rehearsals 


The acts have been rehearsing a 
long time without compensation, and 
arrangements also had to be made 
to square some of the squawks. A 
number of the acts’ representatives, 
too, have protested the delayed ad- 
vent of their 10%. interests, and have 
spoken to competitive niteries about 
taking over the acts. None, how- 
ever, has done so, counseling the 
acts and agents alike that in view of 
the . elaborateness of the new 
Brecker-Moss-Olsen (it’s called the 
BMO Corp.) venture, such delays 
are understandable, 


Meantime the French Casino, after 
which the new International Casino 
is patterned, has been doing bullish 
dinner business. Supper gross is 
p.s.g., an old complaint at this nitery, 
and as result it’s been decided to 
stage only one show (dinner) on 
Sundays. Last year the F.C. even 
brought in Rudy Vallee for the sup- 
per dansants only, figuring a name 
band would bolster the after-theatre 
gross, but the effect was negligible 
considering the investment for Val- 
lee. 


The International Casino, how- 
ever, hopes to do four different 
types of business—luncheon, tea 
dansants (with Olsen’s music), din- 
ner and supper, and is geared for an 
estimated $40,000 weekly gross. 


After about $15,000 expended in 
advertising, first heralding the pre- 
miere for last Thursday, then for 
Monday (13), the IC halted the paid 
Space until nearer the Friday open- 
ing. All the Sunday papers carried 
large space announcing the morrow’s 
scheduled opening, accounted for, of 
course, by the fact the dramatic sec- 
tions go to press Thursday, and it 
wasn’t until Saturday morning that 
another deferment loomed. 


Monday midday when Mayor F. H. 
LaGuardia was scheduled to cut the 
dedicatory ribbon across the door of 
the new Casino, Daniel Frohman and 
the French consul-general in N. Y. 
officiated instead. 





Ray Henery in Chicago 


On Annual Talent Quest 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 


Ray Henery in town, representing 
the Harry Davis Paramount theatre 
circuit in the Arizona-Utah terri- 
tory, and making all niteries and 
shows, looking for attractions. Par- 
ticularly interested in stuff for the 
Salt Lake C ty houses. 


This week expects to make Detroit | the vaudeville 


or same purpose, and follow with 
N.Y i 





WILL HARRIS PRODUCING 
Chicago, Sept. 14. 


Will J. Harris setting up inde- 
— vaude production offices 
e. 


Lucille Fisher will be associated 


With Harris, 


Hostess-Slayer of Nite 
Club Prop. Starts Term 


| 
| 
| 
| 





St. Louis, Sept. 14. 
Marie Morrison, 21, who shot and 
| killed Harry Anastas, owner of the 
| Golden Dragon, downtown nitery, on 
| June 15, 1936, last week withdrew 
her appeal from a one-year sentence 
| in the local city jail and started term 
}in city workhouse. Change in place 
of confinement was made by Circuit 
| Judge John W. Joynt. 


*Miss Morrison claimed self defense, 
| asserting at trial that she and Anas- 
|tas were struggling for possession of 
/a revolver with which he had pre- 
| Viously threatened her. She had been 
| employed as a hostess in the nitery. | 
| Anastas told police he had been shot | 

| 

| 


UP HENRY-STONE TEAM 





| 
| 





ALLEGES MINSKY SPLIT 





Herb Minsky and his Menmor The- 
atres, Inc., are named defendants in 
a suit filed in N. Y. supreme court 
Friday (10) by Sid Stone, formerly 
of the burlesque comedy team, 
Henry and Stone. Stone claims 
Minsky caused Hank Henry to split 
the partnership contract and asks 
$25,000 damages and an additional 
$2;500 in back salary. 


Stone avers in his complaint that 
he and Henry were contracted last 
January by Minsky as a team, The 
agreement was to run until after 
Labor Day. Minsky, in March, Stone 
alleges, handed him his notice, but 
Henry was given a new contract as 
a single act. Stone asserts.he and 
Henry had a long-term contract un- 
der which each agreed to only work 
as a pair. Although he notified 
Minsky of the partnership contract 
he claims Minsky induced Henry to 
breach the agreement. 





These 2 Were Not ‘Having 
Wonderful Time’—Sue 


It isn’t always having wonderful 
time for professionals on the borscht 
circuit, not if a lawsuit anent a 
vicious cow is sustained in court. 
One girl entertainer alleges that’s 
what happened to her, and her girl 
friend and co-worker was even more 
seriously injured by a dog, she com- 
plains, in a Catskill resort wherein 
they appeared in July. Both have 
filed suit for $25,000 against the own- 
|} ers of the resort, near Sackett Lake, 
| oe A 


Beatrice Beebo, who dances in gold 
| paint nearly au naturel, was lolling 
about on the grass when the offend- 
ing bovine ambled over and nipped 
her—whether fore or aft the papers 
do not reveal. Her girl friend, 
Maxine Patrice, who plays violin, 
leads the band and warbles, was 
worse off. She was warned about 
| She propensity of a shepherd dog to 
sink its teeth into other canines. 
Miss Patrice was strolling with her 
pooch, which she pressed to her 
bosom when the bad mutt attacked. 
Dog bit her in the abdomen and an 
operation was performed when in- 
fection set in. Artist was hospitalized 
' for two months, it is claimed, and is 
still under medical care. 








Alf Stern Quits M. H. 


Alfred Stern, for the last four 
years a member of the production 
staff and costume designer at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y., has resigned. | 

Assisted Leon Leonidoff on the | 
production of the recent legit mu- 
sical, ‘Virginia,’ at the Center the- 
atre, also a Rockefeller venture. 





BERNI VICI INCORPS 
Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Count Berni Vici, Inc. now makes 
unit producer a 











| corporation. 

As formed by Henry A. Kalcheim, 
the corporation is for $5,000 under 
Ilinois law. 





Sally Rand’s Frisco Date 


Sally Rand has been booked into 
the Golden Gate (RKO), San Fran- 
cisco, for the week of Sept. 29. 





Duchin Glad to Pay Off 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 14. 

Eddy Duchin dropped a wager 
here last week and was never 
so happy in his life to pay off. 
He placed bets with both Harry 
Kalmine, WB zone chief, and 
Charlie Eagle, manager of the 
Stanley, that he wouldn’t do 
$27,500 here last week. 

He shelled out with a broad 
smile when the gross topped 
that by a few bucks, setting an 
all-time mark for band shows, 











and slipping just under Jack 
Benny and one Major Bowes 
unit for Stanley’s house record. 





A. C. VICE RAIDS 


HITS SEVERAL 
NITERIES 


Atlantic City, Sept. 14. 
The federal and municipal cru- 
sades against gambling and other 
forms of vice, which flourished so 
licentiously under the benign label 





Mich. State Fair and Canadian 
Nat'l Expo Went on Nut Heavily 
For Name Acts, but Grosses Blah 








| 
| Set for Unit But 


| of liberalism this past summer, may 
| have a devasting effect on the local 
| night club industry. Last week, the 





Sammy Weisbord, of W''-m 
Moris agency, set the deal. 





500 Club, one of the swankiest in 
town, gave notice in the local prints 
that it had closed indefinitely. Dan 
Stebbins, who operates the Babette 
Club, another of the more promin- 
ent spots, is said to have gone on 
long vacation. Those that haven’t 
closed or been raided are now under 
the scrutiny of the state investiga- 
tors who have entered the scene. 
This was revealed when LeRoy 
Williams, who operates the Club 
Harlem, was charged with violation 
of the state and city liquor laws. The 
bill of complaint alleges that rou- 


lette wheels, dice tables, card 
tables, horse racing charts and a 
bird-cage containing three dice, 


were found on the premises by state 
agents. .It is also allezed that Wil- 
liams stored liquor at another prem- 
ises although his application for the 
license said that only the ground 
floor of his club would be used for 
retail consumption and storage. Re- 
vocation of the license will be de- 
manded. 





Larue, Barnett Playing 


More Vaude Dates| 


Jack Larue and Vince Barnett, 
both from pix, have been booked for 
a swing through the eastern four-a- 
day stands. 

Open Oct. 1 at the Earle, Philly, 
and after that will play the Palace, 
Cleveland, and RKO, Boston, 

Curtis & Allen arranged bookings. 


COOKIE BOWERS’ DILEMMA 





Also Due Into 


Fine’s new ‘Playgirls’ show. 


Fine signatured Bowers several 
months ago. Since that time Bowers 
has been doing some ether guest 


shots and is now trying to get out of 
the vaude unit contract, despite fact 
that Fine has gone to considerable 
expense in building unit with 
Bowers’ appearance in mind. 

Bowers is billed to open with ‘The 
Show Is On’ at the Winter Garden, 
N. Y., on Saturday (18). 


BERLE’S STAGE DATES, 
THENCE BACK TO PIX 


After three weeks of stage engage- 
ments for RKO with his own unit, 
starting Sept. 23, Milton Berle will 
head for the Coast to go into ‘Radio 
City Revels’ for RKO. Another set 
for Berle by RKO is ‘Room Service.’ 

Berle’s stage dates start at the 
RKO Boston, Boston, Sept. 23. Cleve- 
land and Chicago follow. 


15-Yr. Old Songstress 
Must Leave Seattle Spot 


Seattle, Sept. 14. 

Naomi Wheat, 15-year-old local 
singer, who has been clicking at the 
Esquire nitery, plans leaving for Cal- 
ifornia, as school authorities ban her 
singing in spot where beer and wine 
are sold. 

This is the state law. 




















Savo’s Nitery Stint 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 

Jimmy Savo goes into the Chez 
Paree on Friday (17), and will top 
the show until Oct. 8 when a new 
line-up goes in. 

Set for the Oct. 8 opening are 
Gracie Barrie, Georges and Jalna, 
Dolly Arden, Sunny Rice and Jackie 
Beckman. Nitery still looking for 








the headliner. 





Money No Object for Auto Show; 
Dick Powell's 11G's for 10-Day P.A. 


Cleveland, Sept. 14, 


Dick Powell is signatured for 10 
days of personals at Cleveland’s an- 
nual auto show, beginning Nov. 13 
in civic auditorium. 

It will be pix star’s first appearance 
in this territory, and the former 
Pittsburgh m.c. rates $11,500 for 
week’s engagement, Herb Buckman, 
manager of motor exhibit, closed the 
deal with Mike Levee, Powell’s 
agent, through Los Angeles ad 
agency of Chet Crank, Inc. 

Warner’s studio has okayed the 
date, even setting back production of 
his next picture to give him time. 
Actor’s now working on ‘Hollywood 


| Hotel.’ 


Salary will be the top bid local 
auto show officials have ever made 
for guest-stars. Buckman, who also 
manages city’s Public Hall, brought 
in Gladys Swarthout last year for 
General Motors broadcast right from 
auditorium. Also was first to give 
Joe Penner a week’s stage booking 
in 1935 when vaude bookers couldn’t 
see radio comic as box office. Pen- 
ner and Lanny Ross hold auto show 
records for attendance here. 

Promotion and _ publicity being 
handled by Elmer Wiener, with Tal- 
bot Harding returning after year’s 
absence to press staff. Campaign 
starting with 100 24-sheet billboards 
circusing Powell. Admission tax to 
be hiked to 60 cents this season. 








Bouche Pays Off Dancer 
After Plaster Slapping 


Chicago, Sept. 14. 
Constable walked in on Albert 
Bouche at his Villa Venice last week, 
to serve a writ of attachment ob- 
tained by Alice Kavan for back 
salary amounting to $300. 


According to Henry A. Kalcheim, 
who represented Miss Kavan, Bouche 
had refused to pay the dancer’s sal- 
ary after she'd given her notice, un- 
less she retracted it and remained 
until the end of the season. 

Bouche paid $300 plus $62 costs 
and fees. 





Osterman’s Cleve. Trek 


Jack Osterman is opening at the 
Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, Sept. 23. 

He closed a four months’ stay as 
m.c. at Mario’s Mirador, N. Y., Sun- 
day (5), 





OFF FOR AUSSIE 
Los Angeles, Sept. 14. 
Vaude unit booked by Sam 
Cramer for tour of the Tivoli circuit 
in Australia shoves off tomorrow 
(Wed.) for Melbourne. 
In the troupe are Rex Weber, Lee 
Leonard, Carl Shaw and Co., York 
and Tracey and Ward and King. 





Detroit, Sept. 14. 
Michigan State Fair’s flyer into 
show business this year, playing a 


Shubert Revue | $35,000 show that looked surefire, 
_ 7 turned out to be an utter flop, so 
| Chicago, Sept. 14. much so that the gate was taken off 
Legal jam-up in the offing between | middie of last week ‘o row paps 
a B : Seed F t ple into the house. Even latter re- 
nel goo Fis a Seige sort failed to pack ’em in. 
+ yaucer Witn Ine realening ( y . p 
as court to make Bower yas ¢ Noble experiment, which fair’s 
|} ZO 0 ‘our ( é owers 4 pt ‘ , z P le ” 7 
new manager, Frank Isbey, figured 
| through with contract to appear with “ En ea . . 
| would put America’s oldest state fair 


a > ° . 
‘in the black for first time in years, 


| altogether cost around $50,000 count- 
ing renovating necessary to put big 
Coliseum in shape and _ installing 
10,000 seats. Talent, with approxi- 
mate outlay for each, consisted of 
the following: 

Wayne King band, $1,000 a day; 
Edgar Bergen about $5,000 for two 
days; Ben Bernie ditto for two days; 
Ethel Shutta $2,200 for the 12 days; 
Rufe Davis, Joan Britton, Ames and 
Arno, Jack Waldron and a 24-gal 
line from Hollywood. 

Top admish for two-hour show 
was 50c, plus 25c admish to fair 
grounds, and attractions figured to 
have ’em waiting in line. How far 
Isbey missed his guess, however, is 
seen in fact that, at no time during 
time admish was charged to show, 
wes the 10,000-seat Coliseum over 
half-filled. Even after show was 
thrown open free (announced in 
press as goodwill to public after fair 
already was assured a profit this 
year from the outside gate), there 
was considerable trouble filling up, 
the only exception being second day 
appearance of Bergen and ‘Charlie 
McCarthy.’ 

Opening night show, with Ben 
Bernie as added attraction, failed to 
half fill Coliseum, despite fact De- 
troit Times (Hearst) had made deal 
with fair officials and offered 50c 
chairs at half-price to readers. Total 
attendance that night didn’t go over 
3,000. 

The Alibi 


Counter-attractions in the fair 
grounds, coupled with poor bally on 
the show, are blamed for public’s 
apathy towards show. Squawks by 
people, who come to state fairs 
chiefly to absorb carnival spirit, was 
over the extra charge for the Coli- 
seum show. 

Exploitation on two-day Bergen- 
McCarthy engagement fell down. 
Five shows were carded for first day 
of their appearance, but understood 
only two actually came off, such was 
attendance. Following Bergen’s first 
day, Manager Isbey announced 
fair’s gate already had assured profit 
for fair and threw Coliseum gate 
open to all, 

Although Isbey’s showmanship 
stunt in the Coliseum was a dud, 
he managed, however, to bring the 
rest of the fair out of its five-year 
doldrums. Everyone, including the 
carny and race track, showed a nice 
profit for the 12 days. Through in- 
stallation of coin-operated turnstiles 
at all entrances, Isbey cut political 
graft down to virtually nothing, and 








as a result final attendance figures 
are more than double last year's. 
The increased fair gate is expected 
to take care of the loss in the Coli- 
seum, and it appears Isbey won't 
have to pay anything out of his own 
pocket, as he promised to do if the 
fair went in the red. 





Canada’s Fliv 
Toronto, Sept. 14. 
From a b.o. angle, the annual 14- 
day Canadian National Exhibition 
closed its doors here Saturday (11) 
on one of the most disastrous years 


in history. With a drop in at- 
tendance of 300,000, this year’s 
gross receipts are said to have 


dropped $75,000 under last year. 
This year’s estimate is $290,000. 

Infantile paralysis epidemic in 
Ontario and the U. S. gets the blame 
for murder at the b.o. with sultry 
weather first week of the expo aid- 
ing and abetting. 

C. N. E. officials charge misrep- 
resentation by radio of the extent of 
the epidemic killed biz. Reports 
were circulated in the U. S. that 
Toronto, Montreal and Quebec were 
completely isolated, it is alleged. 
Rumors that U. S. citizens would be 
barred from re-entering the States 
owing to paralysis scare also helped 
crepe the gates. 

Instead of entire Rubin & Cherry 
show taking over midway, as in 








(Continued on page 50) 
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Radio Stars Jamboree with Rubinoff 
Aims to Make St. Loo Vaude Conscious 





ys 
a 


St. Louis, Sept. 14. 
Encouraged by his success with 
his radio jamboree last winter when 
he twice filled the 10,000 seater con- 
vention hall in the Municipal Audi- 
torium in one day, Larry Sunbrock, 


president of the National Radio 
Stars’ Association, has invaded St 


Louis to provide entertainment with | 


name artists at pop prices. 


First of series to be given on three | 


Surcayvs of each month during the 
win‘er season is David Rubinoff and 
his violin, who, as head of “The Ra- 
did Sia” 3’ 
app2crasces Sunday (19). Besides 
playing h's fiddle Rubinoff is skeded 
to concuct Ben Rader’s ‘St. Louis 
Sirionistia, a specially arranged 
oreh. Jcckie Heller, currently play- 
ing in Chicaso, will do m.c. stint and 
oth>> 


protres.. The tep will be 55¢ and 
$1.10 wih all seats reserved, and as 
the nzt will hit around $8,000 for 
the two c>--"s Sunmbrock expects to 
finish in the black. 

Following Rubinoff will be a show 
heeded by Fibber McGee and Molly, 
and autmenied by Rufe Davis and 
‘Penny’ Cheshire’s Hill Billies, a radio 
act thet clicks over KMOX, local 
CES ou'‘let. Other shows that Sun- 
broc’x p'ans bringing here are thoce 
headed by "4ar Bergen and Char- 
lie McCarthy, Bennie Goodman’s 
orch, Beb Burns and other head- 
liners of radio and screen of the 1937 
seccon. 

Sunbrock has purchased time on 
all Ioccl stations for announcements 
and conducted a sock explcitation 
campaitn for the Rubinoff show, 
using newspaper ads, billboards. 
stroet cars, buses, window cards, 
ticuns with music shops, use of se- 
lected mailing lists, etc. 

Stase shows have been tried at 
the St. Louis and Ambassador The- 
atres for past several years and last 
winter the Ambassador even 
swi-ched to pit band shows in an 
effort to mcke the attractions a pay- 
ing proposition. But, for some un- 
explained reason, natives didn’t take 
to such forms of entertainment in 
sufficient numbers to enable oper- 
ators to garner much over the nut 
and they were finally withdrawn. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Coming and going: Camile (RKO, 
‘on), Carpentier to Boston, O.K. 
...Joseph (Paramount) Parker to 
Jercoy City, N. J., ditto..Dan (War- 
ner Bros.) Lee to New York city 
and back to work...Bill (Producer) 
Janny to New York city, cured... 
Mollie antel back home after 
year’s siege here...The Johnny 
Hivhlands expecting Sir Stork... 
Be: nard (Ridgway theatre) Hughes 
to Brooklyn...Dr. Karl Fischell én 
Huavary, octling the International 
Clinic...Ruth Morris back to New 
Yor: “sther (Tobacco Road’) 
Carson here...Bill (Author) White 
to New York. ..‘Doc’ Baker to Amer- 
ican Hoznital, Chicago, for a look- 
see...Babe Ruth, who topped in golf 
tov eoraont, back to N.Y.C. 

For the first time in over a year 
Hz »»y Eenway gets a real good re- 


ans 
we 


pov: from the X-ray results. 
lov -d to welk one block now. 

Ths Jo--cs Marshalls, who Rain- 
bo , La*s:ed it for the summer, left 
fur iheivy Leng 


yeccly check-up for James. 


Saranac Lake Relief Society is 


doiaz things in a big way and de- | 


Sam Green, 
representative, a worthy 


oT. 


serves plonty of credit. 
loc>! 
wo 

Iixtherine Keenan (Lambs) doing 
nic.ly af the Northwoods San, ditto 
for Jimmy Cannon. 

Saivadore Ragone and Doris Gas- 
coi*tne, two ex-Will Rogerites, 
lo>':ing for a parson. 

Micky (Loew, Inc,) Schultz doing 
biz things in a healthful way. Down- 
town with mild exercising. 

Write to these whom you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. 





BURLY FOR CANTON 
Canton, O., Sept. 14. 
Old Grand Opera house here, dark 
since last spring, reopens Oct. 1 with 
stock burly policy under direction 


ef Bob Burch, who operated the} 


house on lease last season. 





| Astoria, New York. 


Jamboree,’ will make two | 


s*->s ef stage, screen and ra- | 
dio will make up the balance of the | 


Al- | 


Island home after | 


are | 


Nitery Placements 





Bobby Burman (BBB), Sardi's 
Blue Room, Hollywood. 


Paul and Grace Hartman, Waldorf- 





On the Upbeat 














Jiamond Bros. new 
(N. Y.) show, opening 
booked by Larry Puck. 

Eddie Smith, dancer; Lillian Fitz- 
| gerald, singer; Flash Sextet, dancers; | 
| Red and Curley, dancers; Spoons | 
Brewn, singer; Bubbles 
doencer; Velma Middleton, singer; | 
Biz Time Crip, dancer; Willie Jack- | 
son, comic; Lovey Lane, dancer, | 
Harlem Uproar House, N. Y. 
| Pauline Alpert, pianist, Rainbow | 
| Room, N. Y. 

Mitzi Green, Gali-Gali, magi, Ver- 
| sailles, N. Y. 
| Cook and Brown, dancers; Doro- 
| thy Salters, dancer, Kit Kat Club, 


Paradise | 
Sept. 21, 


a oR 

Nancy Noland and John Rock- 
| wood, singers, at the Hotel White, 
ma, XY. 


Maryon Dale, dancer at the Cha- 
| teau Moderne, N. Y. 





‘Bill Halligan Sounds 
| Like He’s on Billy 
Rese’s Payroll, But— 


By BILL HALLIGAN 

| See by the papers that Mr. Wil- 
liam Rose is contemplating a flyer 
|in the Hollywood sector. Myohmy- 
|oamy I hope the boys out there 
know what they’re doing. Bill will 
probably start with the Pacific 
Ocean as a location, with Australia 
looming up in the background. 
Hassard Short, the gold set kid, is 
| a piker compared with the ex-court 
| stenog when it comes to making the 
other fellow’s dollars fly. 

Have just returned from Cleve- 
land and Fort Worth where Mr. 
Rose has a couple of turkeys on 
display. Well, if they are turkeys 
it’s around Thanksgiving day. I have 
seen the Henderson Extravaganzas 
at the old Chi Opry House, Burn- 
side’s Hippodrome in its prime, ‘Chu 
Chin Chow’ and the ‘Miracle’ of 
Reinhardt, and all the ‘Follies’ since 
1907 up to the synthetic Shubert 
productions, and they look like a 
Coney Island peep show when com- 
pared to the little magenta mag- 




















hinterland. Where the mugg learned 
cll the show business is a mystery, 
but take it from an egg who has 
been around a Rose by any other 
name would be a flopperoo at the 
old B.O. George Marshall, the wet 
wash Washington impresario, tried 
his hand at Dallas and the less said 
about it the better. Eleanor Holm 
must have seen the show and then 
decided to divorce Art Jarrott, the 
troupe’s leading man. Dallas is 30 
miles away from Fort Worth and 


that’s how far the Dallas show 
comes to being—mighty like a 
Rose’s. 


Rube Bernstein, the Aquacade 
manager, is running five matinees in 
Cleveland this week and is looking 
at $50,000 grosses and thinking of 
Max Gordon’s ‘Othello.’ Bill Oviatt 
is handling the exploitation, but I 
miss my guess if everyone in Ohio 
and Indiana wouldn’t come for a 
looksee anyway. It’s a knockout for 
a buck top. Weismuller and Holm 
do nothing but take to the water, 
| but the way Rose has them do it 
really glorifies the ex-amateurs with 
| plenty of help from the minor at- 
_ tractions. 

Texas is just as good if not bet- 
ter. The Casa Manana has Everett 
| Marshall and Harriet Hoctor plus 
Whiteman, fat and sassy as 
ever. Believe me, it’s a glorious 
| thing to sit under the Texas moon 
and see this troupe with a Ft. Worth 
siren at your side—and the one with 
me was a pip. As a matter of fact 
I didn’t see any bad looking gals 
in the whole state. Maybe I was 
full of Pabst. 

Charley King and Pat Rooney are 
working at the Frontier Palace, a 
Rose sideshow, with Hinda Wassa 
the lush stripper getting the Range 
—and how. Rose won't stick in Hol- 
lywood long; if the New York 
World’s Fair execs are cagey they 
will tie him up to a contract right 
| away. 
|; Rose just ordered 10 Earl Ben- 
| hams at 150 a copy and believe me 
| Someone's got to pay for them. He 
|} has a white flannel dinner jacket, 





| Paul 


| but he won't wear it in Texas... 
|he says it makes too good a target. 


| Sept. 13 to 18. 


| Sept. 


nate’s urban entertainments in the|- 


(Continued from page 48) 





with Gracie Barrie, Mrs. Stabile-to- 
be, on the bill. Following the en- 
gagement, the band will lay off in 
Pittsburgh for six days prior to 
opening the William Penn Hotel’s 
new winter dance room Oct. 1 for an 
indef stay. MCA handled. 





Harry Barris’ band will play at 
the Pendleton (Ore.) Roundup from 
Barris also starts a 
nation-wide radio commercial 
27 for which he -will write 
music and do character bits. 


new 





Paul Whiteman and 30 members of 


Wilson, | his band will appear at the Criterion, | 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 1-3. Four per- 
formances daily will be given. 





Eric Peterson’s band closed a sea- | 


son at the Longshore club, Westport, 
Conn., and moved to Rhineland Gar- 
dens, Armonk, N. Y., succeeding Al 
Jahns orch. 





Eugene Jelesnik taking his combo 
out of the Hollywood resiaurant to 
the Hotel Taft, New Haven, for 
lunch and dance sessions. WELI, 
New Haven, will feed tempos to 
WMCA-Intercity. 





Joe Parker’s band wound up a 
summer spell with S. S. Belle Island, 
Long Island Sound excursion tub. 





Johnny Hauser’s band will open 
Mayfair Casino, Cleveland, O., Sept. 
23 with an NBC wire. 





Paul Kane connects with the 
Wardman Park hotel, Washington, 
D. C., Sept. 19 for MCA. 





Orrin Tucker’s now playing first 
eastern date at the William Penn 
hotel, Pittsburgh. Band is a mid- 
western crew of MCA’s. 





Jack Denny opens the fall dance 
season for Coliseum dancery, Dav- 
enport, fa., Sept. 18. 





Mark Fisher and Roy Eldridge 
sharing musical honors at Lake 
Shore A. C., Chi, on Sept. 18. Credit 
Lou Diamond of CRA. 





Reggie Childs opens a two-weeker 


at the Claridge hotel, Memphis, 
Sept. 17. Quits Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver. 





Les Brown starts a one-nite jaunt 
for CRA when he leaves Playland 
Casino, Rye, N. Y., Sept. 15. 





Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore tunes for 
Frog Hop b.-r., St Joseph, Mo., 
Sept. 16. 





Bob Gleason out of Reade’s Ca- 
sino, Asbury Park, N. J., Bob Syl- 
vester replaced as regular house 
band. Guy Lombardo and Fats 
Waller crews augmented for Labor 
Day week end. 





Blanche Calloway has started a 
New England stint for Charlie 
Shribman office. Reopens at the 
Southland nitery, Boston, Sept. 26, 
for four weeks. 





Skeeter Palmer 
hotel, Kansas City. 


to Muehlebach 





Sande Williams Four will wind up 
15-week stay at William Penn hotel’s 
Continental Bar, Pittsburgh, Satur- 
day for a spot at the Hotel Stevens, 
Chicago, starting Sept. 30. For Chi 
engagement, Williams will add five 
more men to his outfit. -MCA han- 
died. 





Warney Ruhl’s band moves to 
New Amphidrome, Houghton, Mich., 
Sept. 25, from the Murray Hill ho- 
teil, Sauit Ste. Marie, Mich. Gets a 
WHDF wire at new location. 





Dick Stabile gocs 
liam Penn hotel, Pittsburgh, 
week of October. 





Artie Shaw has changed manage- 
ment from Rockwell-O’Keefe to 
MCA. 





Rita Rio starts a Warner theatre 
tour Sept. 24. One-niting stint will 
open at Cameo theatre, Reading, 
when she exits the New Penn club, 
Pittsburgh. 

Paul Martin, Frank Castle, and 
Johnny Hauser have hooked up with 
CRA. 


WINI SHAW’S VAUDERS 
Wini Shaw is set for two weeks at 
RKO houses next month. Plays Al- 
bany the week of Oct. 22 and divides 
the following week between Troy 








and Schenectady. 


into the Wil-| 
first | 





Fred Waring’s 106 Week 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 14. 


Fred Waring’s orch has een 
booked into the Stanley here for an 
| October date still to be set, as the 
| highest salary ever paid a band by 
| the WB deluxer, $10,000 for the 
week. That’s previously been topped 
{only by Jack Benny and Eddie Can- 
| tor. It'll be Waring’s first stage date 
| here in several years. 





|of shoving in name musical outfits 
|at the exclusion of units and vaude 
presentations. Glen Gray’s Casa Loma 
| mob is current, with Dick Stabile, 
| Horace Heidt, Vincent Lopez and 
| Ted Lewis following. 

| For the. second consecutive sea- 
son, the Stanley will be the only 
|first-run Pittsburgh house’ with 
| flesh. Penn, in with the Stanley on 
|a WB-Loew pooling deal, will stick 
|to straight pix and the same goes 
|for the Alvin, Harris-owned. 





| Fairs on Nut 


| (Continued from page 49) 








| 
| 
| 





other years, individual attractions 
were brought in under C. N. E. ban- 
ner. Majority of concessions 
dropped 50-60% under last year, 
many grossing only $15 to $20 daily. 
Last year $200 and $300 was ordi- 
nary stuff. Many tents offered free 
admission and passed around the 
hat te defray expenses. Showmen 
say everyone has taken a loss. 

Another complaint of exhibitors 
is against the deluge of ‘music’ as- 
sailing tHe ears on every part of the 
grounds. Bellowing loudspeakers 
coupled with pitchmen, is said to 
have driven the rubbernecks away. 

Biz at the C. N. E. ballroom for 
first seven days, when Horace 
Heidt’s orchestra played, was slen- 
der. Guy Lombardo, in for second 
week, pulled better, but concession 
just managed to sneak out of the 
red. 

Theatre grosses here also have 
been deplorably low in the _ last 
month, with kids’ business absolute- 
ly flat and no relief in sight. 

Unofficial checkup at close of fair 
Sunday (12) showed total attend- 
ance at the fair proper was near the 
500,000 mark, or roughly, double 
last year. Undaunted by fact all- 
star Coliseum show put him roughly 
$25,000 in the red, Isbey Sunday said 
that he already had plans under 
way to make the 88th annual event 
next year into a miniature world’s 
fair. Extensive building is contem- 
plated, including erection of a 15,000- 
seater amphitheatre. 

Latter would be used, if plan ma- 
terializes, to house an ‘Opera Under 
the Stars’ serjes, which Isbey hopes 
might be more successful than an 
all-star theatrical show. Whether 
the latter stunt will be revived next 
year is highly improbable in view 
of things. 

However, it 
Shubert and Fortune Gallo were 
here last week to discuss advisability 
of interchanging attractions between 
St. Louis Muny opera and the Michi- 
gan fair next year. The Shuberts 
tried out their open-air opera here 
coupla years ago at Navin baseball 
park, but excessive overhead and 
bad weather breaks nullified the 
effort. 





Ripley Show at Macy’s 





In line with trend of show-minded 





| Monday (20) for a three weeks’ run. 


| This will mark the first effort of a | 
big-scale | 


{department store toward 
| showmanship in hopes of attracting 
customers. 

Oddities is booked by Macy’s un- 


Hospitals Fund, embracing 92 par- 
| ticipating hosps, and a portion 
the proceeds from ticket sale will 





adults, 15c. children. 


| op 





Leaches European Trek 
| Earl and Josephine Leach sail for 
{London today (Wednesday) for an 
| engagement at the Savoy. 

Deal set by the Morris agency. 


At Stanley, Pitts, New High 


is understood J. J. | 


department stores, Macy’s, N. Y., is | 
installing Bob Ripley’s Oddities show | 


der a hookup with the New York | 


of» 
go to this fund. Nick will be 25c. 


prices, 
' $4 and $5 tops. 


— al, 


Homer Mason Quits FTP Post: 
Tells Em Plenty About A. K. Setups 


Bridgeport, Sept. 14. 

‘T'm going back to show business,’ 
Homer B. Mason, former vaude 
headliner (Mason and Keeler), an- 
nounced as he quit post as super- 
vising director of the Bridgeport 
unit of the Federal Theatre Project. 
But first he launched a broadside at 
the new setup which has brought 
outside directors in to run the Con- 
necticut theatres. 

Charles LaRue, arriving from 
California this week, to be the new 
state director, immediately reduced 
Mason from the post of supervising 
| director to that of promotion agent. 





Booking continues Stanley's policy ? At the same time he told actors of 


the Bridgeport area that they had 
| their choice of moving to Hartford, 
|75 miles away, commuting at their 
own expense, or quitting. 

Before handing in his ticket, 
Mason attempted to get transporta- 
tion for the local actors, most of 
whom have families. 

Mason’s claim is that there are no 
professional people in the Hartford 
area and that the Bridgeport the- 
atre was accomplishing a double 
| purpose, providing work for worthy 
actors and entertainment for the 
community. His last production, 
|‘Help Yourself,’ was theatre’s best 
success. 

Original Hartford unit was a fiz- 
zle, closing last winter. 

Mason announced that he was 
driving to Hollywood with his wife 
(Marguerite Keeler) on picture pros- 
pects. 





———— 


© 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Varirery and Clipper) 








Two-a-day showing of special films 
getting a black eye in New York. 
Available theatres jacked prices to 
the prohibitive pcint. Astor was ask- 
ing 60-40 split with $4,000 guarantee 
for the four walls. 





Harold Lloyd’s ‘Grandma’s Boy’ 
was doing pretty well by the b.o.s. 





Tom Patricola, at the N. Y. Palace, 
got a special rave for his mandolin 
playing. Working with Harrietta 
Towne. 





Tab version of Langdon McCor- 
mick’s “The Storm’ was playing 
around, Doing nicely at the B. Y. 
Alhambra. 





Elsie Janis back for a vaude flyer 
and at the Palace. Her imitations 
still strong, but the act was loosely 
knit. 





Andrew Mack trying vaude at the 
58th. Irish tenor did well in a 
largely German neighborhood. 





Gerald Griffin doing a sketch in 
which he appeared as both an old 
and a young man. His singing car- 
ried the turn, 





Band : craze hit Chicago with a 
bunch of musickers at almost every 
house. 





About 1,200 big time acts were 
booking from week to week. Would 
not sign a route at the figures of- 
fered. 





Bench warrant out in Chicago for 
Emma Carus. She had failed to ap- 
pear to answer an assault charge. 








{ 


Heat waves hit Chi and cost two 
| ticket agencies $10,000 on outright 
| buys. 





Actors warned the customs men 
| were going to get tough with actors 
|bringing booze in from Canada. 
| Growing practice. 





Sept. 17 was zero hour for the 28 
Shubert vaude units. Spread all the 
way from Boston to St. Paul. Had 
four traveling censors. 


Frank Keeney announced he was 











going to sell his theatres and live 
on his income. Ran a house in 
Brooklyn into a string. 

N. Y. had recenily okayed bare 
legs even for burley, but Boston 
still told ’em to pull up their socks. 

Plenty of talk about lowered 

but Broadway musicals still 


And getting it. 


Advertising battle between B’way 


| managements was making things nice 
| for the newspapers. 
| space. 


Plenty of extra 
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Night Club Reviews 





STORK CLUB. N. Y. 


From a pre-repeal oasis, at two 
other addresses, to his present site 
on East 53d, just off Fifth, Sherman 
Billingsley has developed the Stork 
Club into something of an institution 
in N. Y. nite life. He’s done it on 
the same snooty basis as also s¢ts 
apart John Perona’s El Morrocco and 
Jack Kreindler and Charlie Berns 
91—making it tough. 

Last Thursday, as guestee on Rudy 
Vallee’s radio program, Billingsley 
stated that his club’s success story 
js based on catering to the ‘right 
people,’ and by right people he 
means those who have money to 
spend. What is left unsaid, of course, 
is the unwritten but implied condi- 
tion that the patron must be more 
or less personable besides just a 
spender, or a personality, or a 
socialite, or anything else Billingsley, 
Perona, et al., choose to go by. 

The average restaurant, cafe or 
nitery is glad to get ’em coming, no 
matter who, so long as they come, 
and then hope that they’ll spend. 
Billingsley, on the other hand, is in 
a position to set up his own stand- 
ards of ‘cafe society.’ 

t’s these class spots that are 
bonanzas for the management—not 
forgetting the man at the door, and 
the captains within, who thrive on 
the spenders. There is also a minority 
of almost non-spenders who tip 
miserably and behave as if they’re 
doing the joint a favor to come in. 
And are. 

Because it is this minority of 
bloods (Social Register and that 
sort) who are the personalities out 
of the social columns that constitute 
the unpayrolled draw for the class 
spots. And don’t they know it! Be- 
having as if they’re slumming, al- 
though they wouldn’t come if not 
having a good time. Their tips are 
nominal, their checks small (or 
nothing) because the managers see 
to it that enough cuffo wine is sent 
over, and, by and large, it’s a happy 
arrangement all around. 

The Stork has developed into that 
type, although in majority Billings- 
Jey draws the youngsters who like 
tiptop terp tunes as dispensed by the 
two bands, Sonny Kendis and Gus 
Martel. Kendis is said to be under 
a long-term contract to Billingsley, 
as well he might be. He works 
hard, is an astute showman at the 
ivories, from whence he maestros, 
knows the tempo of his crowds and 
paces his dance sets accordingly. 
There’s never a lull, because Gus 
Martel’s tango terpsters merge with 
Kendis’ combo before the latter’s 
siesta, so that there is no loss of 


time. Both dance combinations, in- 
cidentally, are youthful and ener- 
getic. Abel. 


SIMPL 


(VIENNA) 
Vienna, Sept. 1. 

Karl Farkas and Fritz Gruenbaum 
wrote the opening program, titled 
“Ghost Stories.’ It’s in 20 scenes, 
one funnier than the other. 

Fritz Gruenbaum, who often 
played Napoleon roles on the legiti- 
mate stage, this time wrote himself 
a Napoleonic ghost story. The 
Frenchman appears again today, as 
a ghost. And Europe is more upset 
about it than it was during the 
hectic days of the Vienna Congress. 

Karl Farkas in various roles uses 
Vienna slang effectively. Harry 
Stollberg and Fritz Puchstein are 
in the cast, plus five lookers, Claire 
Eiselmeyer, Lotte Wajowsky, Edrika 
Ragette, Kertie Kalmer and Helge 
Horth. 

Richard Schwartz, house com- 
poser of the Simpl], wrote a s2ries of 
songs, most of them very catchy. 

Maass. 


606 CLUB, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 


_ There are several things that enter 
into appeal in such a place, and the 
606 club has ’em all. First, it doesn’t 
try to be anything it isn't. In spite 
of a general enlargement and re- 
building, it still shows an absence of 
chromium or plush, the least sign of 
which would destroy its whole at- 
mosphere. 

Second, it’s a place that’s swell 
atmosphere for anybody. If a 
maiden aunt from Iowa comes to 
town, the 606 is the place that’ll send 
her home with her teeth chattering 
and her heart going pittypat from 
Seeing what she considers nite life. 

he town boys and girls go for the 
Place and entertainment in a big 
way. Every evening and morning 
these same tables feel the paunches 
of politicians, the stiff shirts and 
silks of celebrities and society, and 
the cigar ash smeared vests of along- 

e-edge gentry and their ladies. 

Current show is built around 
quly Carr, as all of them have been 

uring the past eight months. He 
yy when to gag and when not 
a he knows when to grab the spot, 
rf when to get out; and, better 
sul. he has these table sitters right 


in the middle i t’ 
something. of his palm, and that’s 


nor Johnson. They're opposite types, 
one doing a smooth slick dance, lat- 
ter a knock-the-glasses-off routine. 
The orchestra also is a holdover, 
and Sol Lake and his three musi- 
cians still arpear to be the most 
bored, bewildered outfit yet seen, 
despite the fact they do everything 
they’re called upon, and do it well. 

Of the talent line-up, Jean Lee is 
the stand-out. A tall, slim brunette 
hoofer who really does things. She’s 
a give-till-exhausted turn here on 
every show. 

Others on the show are Wayne 
and Lorraine, young ballroom team: 
Gretchen Kimmel. personality singer 
and hot tapper; Naida, a semi-ori- 
ental dancer; Florence Barlow. the 
cariocaist; Larraine Nevell, Mardi 
Gras number; Jessie Rosella, hefty 
brunetie who does blues well: Sally 
O’Day, dancing what is known here 
as a toddling routine; Madeline 
MacKenzie, a brunette who sings 
and trucks; Marion Miller, who does 
Hawaiian as it should be, and Made- 
lon Gardner, who gets away with 
heat in classic stuff. Spot also has a 
line of four girls, they’re lookers, 
and they do real routines, one toe 
and one tap. 

Between shows the Tripoli Trio 
do an okay job of entertaining. 

Loop. 


THE RANCH 


(SEATTLE) 
Seattle, Sept. 10. 


Four standard acts and the nov- 
elty of a fur style show in which 
eight models parade the floor, 
mark the 10th anniversary of The 
Ranch, Northwest’s smart roadhouse 
theatre-cafe, operated and owned by 
O. W. Owens. 

This spot has a fan or veil dancer 
at all times, and the public knows 


and expects it when they go there. 
This makes spot something a bit 
racey, but the folks like it, though 
they don’t usually applaud. 
ever one little gal who gets a big 
hand is Frances Dahl, who does neat 
unveiling with plenty of thisa and 
thata. 

The dance team, Harger and Maye, 
charm in their waltz number and 
thrill in some speedier steps. 


Jimmy Hadreas is opener with his 
tap routine, and variations of acro 
dancing. Plenty of pep in hot songs 
is brought on next by Elsie Gilbert, 
blues singer, given top billing, al- 
though on this particular bill it’s nip 
and tuck for this honor. 





Shows nightly except Sundays, 
when the place is dark, at 11 p.m. 
and 1 am. with the smooth Del 


commendable fashion, also for dan- 
Sapation. 


to stay for the rest of the year. The 
show is booked by Joe Daniels, with 


holding on for as long as 10 weeks, 
depending on popularity. 


even legal wine and beer are sold 
now. The folks bring their own and 
the management is content with the 
profit on the setuns. Trepp. 


RUSSIAN BEAR, N. Y. 


This 2d avenue and 12th street 
restaurant is a lower East Side land- 
mark for 25 years, yet its atmos- 
phere is ‘white’ Russian and, without 
the elaborate pretext to class such 
as obtains at the snootier Maisonette 
Russe in the Hotel St. Regis, up- 
town, for example, it does attract a 
more or less nice set of customer's. 
Not a few are tourists, i. e., carriage 
trade, and many from the nearby 
Gramercy and Greenwich Village 
belt. 

Be that as it may, the Russien 
Bear dispenses a nifty vodka type 





| revue, capably m. c.’d by Karlo, an 


Italian-Russian conferencier with a 


|nice style and a glib address who 
How- | 


builds his show progressively to 
strong returns. The balalaika or- 
chestra, maestroed by Cosiya Kru- 
min, doesn’t make the mistake of 
trying to give out swingo cn strings, 
realizing that the patronage comes 
essentially for the native tunes. 
Elena Slavnaia is the prima: Nizaola 
Grushko, tenor; Ivan Korniloil, the 





Milne band playing for the acts in| 


This 10-viece orchestra is | 
building a nice following, and looks | 


a new act added weekly, sometimes | 


There’s no bar, since the state au- , 
thorities tore out two of ’em, and not | 


traditional flaming sword dancer, 
and (Master) Julian Altman the vio- 
lin virtuoso. ‘Master’ Altman, like 
ex-‘Baby’ Rose-Marie, has out- 
grown that billing and. besides, he’s 





just as socko with his fiddling. Alt- 
man has been a staple of the lius- | 
sian Bear but packs encugh to war- 
rant being lured away. Same goes 
for Lonya Kalbouss, accordiunist- | 
baritone, a strolling type minstrel | 
| who looks swell on the floor and 


has a versatile repertoice cf multi- 
lingual ballads to instive him a wide 
appeal, whether on 2d avenue er in 
the white-tie, white Russiaa environ- 
ment. 

Table d’hote from $1.50 to $2, and 
a $1-$1.50 minimum depending on 
weexday or weekend. Abel. 


MINNESOTA TERRACE 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 

| Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 

| With the ‘Schnickelfritz’ band cata- 
| pulting from obscurity in a fourth- 
rate Twin City nitery to national 
fame, local bands finally are getting 
important nods from the joy spot 
sponsors here now, prophets being 
with honor in their homeland at last. 
This swankiest and best-patronized 
Hotel Nicollet night club isn’t con- 
sidered out of line in the slightest 
degree for interrupting a name-band 
policy to house Jack Malerich, 
home-town boy, and his locally re- 
cruited 13-piece band. Malerich, 
long a local favorite with theatre 
and radio fans, upholds the best Min- 
nesota Terrace traditions and his 





|a polish 





= 


outfit doesn’t suffer in comparison 
with any of his more illustrious 
predecessors. As far as able mu- 
sicians, effective arrangements and 
dance music go, the aggregation 
rates with the tops that have hit this 
spot. Moreover, Malerich has a 
strong floor show to augment his 
pleasing music and the band plays 
the show well, too. 

Malerich’s own arrangements of 
pop numbers help to make dancing 
enjoyable and with most of the 
guests here concerned more about 
their own stepping than the floor en- 
tertainment everybody’s happy. It’s 
swing music—plenty loud. yet with 
and tempo which sound 
good to the ears. Malerich conducts 
with the proper verve and aplomb 
as well as doing a satisfactory m.c. 
iob. The band looks natty in white 
topcoats and blue trousers. 

Within the band is a red hot six- 
piece Dixie Land band, featuring the 
stellar drummer, Howard McElroy, 
and one of the trumpet players, Bill 
Biegle. It sizzles and clowns through 
a series of jazz and corny numbers 
of the type that ‘Schnikelfritz’ has 
helped to create a vogue for in the 
Twin Cities. 

The more than usually elaborate 
floor show runs largely to high class 
singing and is almost completely de- 
void of jazz or hi-de-ho stuff. it 
lands solidly and even at the mid- 
night performance caught the seri- 
ous vocal numbers garnered com- 
plete attention. The male chorus of 
six does a lively, spirited medley of 
Gershwin tunes to big returns. Joe 
Griffin, tenor, shows off his lusty set 
of pipes to good advantage in such 
request solos as ‘Wild Irish Rose’ 
and ‘Last Round-Up’ and, assisted by 
the chorus and Marjorie La Palm, 
also a soloist, ‘Song of the Flame.’ 
Stephen Rose, basso, still another so- 
loist, scores with ‘I’ve Got Plenty of 
Nothing.’ Nancy Nelson is a looker 
and accomplished warbler of pop 
numbers. Puppino and Camille, 
nifty looking ballroom counvle, work 
with a smoothness that spells pnpeal. 

Rees. 











on here are two holdovers on_the | 
€sent show: Nora Ford and Elea- | 
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light in all the glare of C. 


jewel alone in its class.” 


“ >. the most exotic and rhyth 


“Le succes du Kursal est "| O 


American Managers, Hello!! 
London Managers, Cheerio!! 


RIMAL § 


—-WOWS EUROPE!!! 


NOW IN THEIR SECOND AND TRIUMPHAL EUROPEAN TOUR 


THE HIT OF C. B. COCHRAN 1936 REVUE, 
“FOLLOW THE SUN,” LONDON 
“Riotous rhythm in a blaze of colour.” 


—THE TELEGRAPH. 


“Ciro Rimac’s Band were the hit of the show and a high- 


B. Cochran’s ‘Follow the Sun.’ 


Their frenzy of rhythm and dancing stand out as a gaudy 


—THE EXPRESS. 


“The Rimacs are a whirlwind of Cuban rhythm, jazz, 
swing, and colorful show.’ 
—THE DISPATCH, Manchester. 


“LE PLUS GRANDE ATTRACTION EXOTIQUE DU MOMENT."’—LE JOURNAL, Paris. 


Mogador. 


kind ever seen in Paris.” 


porterent un grand success.” 





OTHER EUROPEAN COMMENTS 


mic music and dance of the modern 


era ...a band not to be missed.”—Irish Times, Dublin. 


rchestre de Ciro Rimac, qui est de 


tout premier ordre.”"—Geneve Press, Switzerland. 


“Musicians of extraordinary dinamismo, excellent and great per- 
formers.”"—Monte Carlo, Journal. 





“Le succes de Ciro Rimac’s prit-il les proportions de un explosion 
de enthousiasme.”— Bruxelles, Times. 

“Great band and a great show, the Rimacs are certainly the Rumba 
exponents.’ — Amsterdam The 


rhythm’s foremost 


Holland. 


“Rimac es tarsulata megerkezet, Collosal, and wonderful rhythm.” 


THE HIT OF “CA’EST PARISIEN” 1937 

; MOGADOR, PARIS 
“Rimac and his Rumba boys are the sensation of the 
They will very soon be the talk of Paris. 
Marvelous rhythm and dancers. 


“La revelation de Ca est Parisien c’est l’extraordinaire 
Ciro Rimac et ses muchachos cubains, l’rythme, et 
l’encroyables danses marveilleusement ensoilelles—rem 


—L’ENTRASINGENTE, Paris. 


SENSATIONAL 
RUMBA 
BAND 


The best band of its 
—CE SOIR, Paris. 


Neederland, 


—Budapest Press, Hungary. 














RIMACS NOW THE OUTSTANDING HIT OF THE 


MISTINGUETTE REVUE AT MOGADOR, PARIS 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 





Wednesday, September 15, 1937 








Burlesque Reviews 





REPUBLIC, N. Y. 


‘French Follies,’ which unshuttered 
the Republic Friday night (3), will 
do little if anything to add to the 
gayety of the main stem. It’s just 
burlesque at its bawdiest, with strips, 
bumps and dirty blackouts. 


Show looks as though it was 
thrown together for a hurry-up 
opening. The line girls perform as 


though not familiar with the stage, 
and some 
they had never been on any stage 
before. 

It’s little wonder that City Hall 
officials are giving the burleys no 
tumble, since, if they continue at 
present pace, they must fade out au- 
tomatically. 

The show is 
gether with nothing Frenchy to war- 
rant the tag. There’s plenty of bare 
chest displays, in fact so much it be- 
comes boresome. But since that’s all 
the show has to show, they probably 
have to give them something for 
their two bits, even if the candy 
butchers don’t. 


Comedy skits are a misnomer and 


lay eggs. So do the comics. But who 
cares? Blackouts are dramatized 
versions of smoking car nasties 
thrown together, without rhyme or 


reason, but then what do you ex- 
pect? 

Gals get bowlegged from number 
of routines, mostiy meaningless and 
the gals themselves more so. Pro- 
duction in toto hasn’t the makings of 
a good medicine show. 

Comics are Jack Rosen, Fred Bin- 
der and Gus Schilling, latter the most 
promising of the lot and might do 
with some material, but none of them 
can get far enough away from the 
trunk, with resurrected bits such as 
‘Oh, Doctor,’ ‘Love Potion’ and 
‘Jealous Husband’ now occupying 
their attention. 

Lillian Murray, amazonian looker, 
featured, does  semi-strip under 
wraps, showing first one side, then 
the other and then a veiled peek. 





Another tries to cop Ann Corio’s 
studio peel and gums up through 
lacking the experience and finesse. 
Presser and Green, mixed duo with 
acro and taps, are refreshing in three 
spottings and seem all there is to 
hold up the show. 

Thanksgiving is tw months away, 
a the Republic already has its tur- 
ey. 





looked and worked like | 


loosely thrown to- | 





MILTON 
DOUGLASS 


Reopening CIRO'S 
London—Return Engagement 
September 14th 


‘Best night club act we have 


ever seen.’ 
—LONDON BYSTANDER. 
Dir.s WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





IRVING PLACE, N. Y. 


It cost the Miccio freres about 20) 
j}grand for a paint and pew job on} 


this house late last spring, just be- 
fore the gendarmes shuttered. It 
| will cost a lot more in absent trade 
lif the present policy remains unal- 
|tered for any length of time. 
Management says it didn’t expect 
much in way of attendance on open- 
|ing a week ago Friday (3) and that’s 
|exactly what it got. Total audience 
|didn’t exceed 75 patrons—presum- 
ably cash. Terrific heat combined 
with hurry-up opening probably had 
| detrimental effect on biz. Efforts of 
impresarios to straddle between the 
|minions and the morons left a simi- 
ilar dent on the show. 








| title would be a plagiarism. 
| considering connotation of the word, 
it’s plain murder. Use of a few 
broken down chorus boys cannot 
elevate it to that status any more than 
a couple of quick skin flasHes will 
bring back or re-educate former 
burley addicts. Comics try hard 


but rest of show is so far from older 
impressions, and still further from 
legit entertainment, that only the 
worst is anticipated. Considering 
the fact that for the same dough 
the ex-burley patrons were given a 
virtual epidermis exposition it is 
doubtful that they will shell for such 
nondescript hybrids that reveal so 


tainment. 
Grover Franke, a producer, evi- 


tricks but got lost somewhere and 
found himself again in midst of a 
half-baked musical, without reason 
or rhythm. 


As it stands show is sans pep or 
good timing which preceding blue 
|burley boasted, Layoff has ndét af- 
| fected the line girls any since they 
|are just as much out of time and 
mind as ever. Their male counter- 
parts are even worse. Music on 
opening was discordant, adding to 
the all-around minus result. 

After initial limpy line work, Ed- 
die Kaplan uncorks his comedy in 
an old box-to-proscenium bit with 
straight, Allen Forth. As bad as 
it was, bit was one of show’s hilites. 
New gutter sheep-ranch joke was 
woven into a new Dilackout for 
Charlie La Ford. Comic duo and 

















Forth hit it off in a newly twisted 
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Ordinarily the misuse of ‘Follies’ | 
Here, | 


in about the same rut as heretofore | 


little in flesh, or, just plain enter-| 





DOL 





BOB DU PON 


THE COMEDY JUGGLER 
HELD OVER 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


{SECOND RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK (6th Week) 


Direction MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


WITHIN TWO MONTHS) 


BLING 


suitor bit in which Kaplan doubles 
everything Forth says to gal’s old 
man, La Ford in makeup. Gets 
plenty slapsticky via water spitting, 
slapping, etc., but good for a few 
laughs. 

Marie Cord, Mary Joyce and Rox- 
anne afford fleshier portion with and 
without the gauze drop. Peeling is 
cautious with gals undraping to a G- 
string. Plenty quick these days and 
not like the old IP. when encore 
seekers were always satisfied. Two 
tableaux of the seedy chorus and 
femme partner of St. Clair and 
Yvonne, dancing team, furnish rest 
of semi-nudity. Latter rate a nod 
for a rather exciting dance macabre 
in adagio fashion. Girl is 
around by ghoulishly attired part- 
ner. 





numbers’ include 


a 


tosseca | 





chapel scene as_ background for | 
Mary Joyce who follows immedi- 
ately with a peel. Choir of the 


chorus, stained glass, 
the set. Might be a 
all such producers to steer clear of 
quasi-religious touches. Singing, 
however, is above burley par. Peel 
off is done behind gauze curtain and 
is about 
witnessed that had the semblance of 
a tease. Roxanne’s single memora- 
ble contribution to proceedings was 


good idea for 


a veil dance of assorted con- 
tortions. Chet Atlane, male singer, 
and good, warbles several produc- 


tion numbers okay. 

Comedy frequently borders on the 
baby blue but never quite attains 
objectionable hue. Kaplan’ serves 
his usual slobbery, nose wiping and 
kindred muck, but then he’s of the 
|new school of spitters. 


Dance numbers less than same. 
Call it burlesque, follies, or any- 

thing else, it’s still not a good show 

and at $1.10 top it’s a holdup. Hurl. 


| GAYETY, MPLS. 
| 


Minneapolis, Sept. 10. 


Harry Hirsch’s 1937 stock bur- 


etc., make up| 


the only one of the trio} 








effectively than hitherto. Babe Davis 
is top peeler and gets down to the 
G-string with no foolin’, If there is 
anything that Babe has that she 
didn’t show, it must have been re- 
served for the next performance. 
Still, the applause was weak and 
scattered. 

Zorita billed in as a ‘Snake Tease’ 
announced as ‘The Wedding of the 
Snake’ is the featured attraction. It’s 
just another strip, but with plenty 
of action. In Zorita’s routine, the 
snake gets the works and the reptile 
seemed exhausted at the curtain— 
which is probably why it is stated 
that Zorita uses a new snake at each 
performance. 

Billy Fields 
handle the 


and 
comedy 
tniich 


Harry Levine 
with veteran 
burlesque touches. Levine leans 
heavily on the shady side for his 
effects. Jess Mack is m.c. and Jean 
Lee and Harold and LaVodis hold 
the dancing assignments. -Margie 
Burton, Lou Denny, Helen Moore 


and John Quigg complete the lineup. | 


The chorus is average in looks and 
routines. Burton. 


_PLEASURE MAD GIRLS 


| 
| 


Costuming is better than average. | 


(GAYETY, BALTIMORE) 
Baltimore, Sept. 12. 
‘Pleasure Mad Girls’ should im- 


prove with playing and_ general 
tightening up. As now constructed 


it has the makings, with a capable | 
‘Red’ | 


brace of comics in Charles 
Marshall and Happy Hyatt, Edna 
Dee, featured stripper, and some fine 
specialties which include Maurice 


| and Mario, socko adagio duo: Jean 


|lesque conforms identically to pre-| 


| vious patterns. It consists of elabo- 


rate flash production numbers with | 


| the usual comedy scene and a few} 


| specialties sandwiched in. 


other display of anatomy. As bur- 
lesque it’s a pretty good show and 





| spots. 


limit in production, costuming and 
lighting and his flash production 
numbers compare favorably with 
those of the better unit shows. He 
continues to stress girls and both 
femme principals and chorus are 
youthful, good looking and shapely. 
The big line of 18 girls exhibits more 
dancing skill than one usually finds 
in burlesque, the skilful direction of 
Bobby Pegrim asserting itself 
throughout. 

Featured stripper, Ceil Von Dell, 
is stunning. e other strippers, 
Marie Voe, Gaye Knight and June 
March, have what it takes. In the 
course of their parading they com- 
pletely divest themselves, the same 
as in other seasons. 

In Marie Voe the company has a 
straight woman who is not only a 
looker, but also reads lines well and 
dances acceptably. Charles Brugge 
contributes a comedy, dancing and 
acrobatic number of big-time qual- 
ity, playing a ukulele standing on his 
head, among other things, and stop- 
ping the show. He is easily the out- 
standing performer. 

Several of the skits presented by 
the two comedians, Tommy Raft and 
Harry Clexx, don’t run to filth, but 
it’s all pretty stale stuff. In _ their 
favor, however, it must.be said they 
get their share of laughs. Barry and 
De Alba are a good-looking, capable 
ballroom dancing couple. Carlos and 
Doria is another dance team. Mitch 














cast of principals. Rees. 


SAY IT WITH GIRLS 


(PALACE, BUFFALO) 
Buffalo, Sept. 13. 

Dewey Michaels’ Palace is a burly 
institution, For nearly a dozen years, 
in season and out, against competi- 
tion and without, its box office has 
clicked out consistent profits and has 
boosted Michaels high as a success- 
ful burlesque operator. During the 
period it has presented every con- 


and the total aggregate amount of 
dirt poured across the footlights if 
placed end to end would probably 
fertilize the State of Texas. 

‘Say It With Girls’ is the second 
Hirst show so far presented. What 
if anything this new type of bur- 
lesque entertainment represents de- 
pends on what standards you apply. 
No question but what it is an im- 
, provement over recently previous 
offerings, but, in every department 
it is distinctly below musical com- 
edy, vaudeville or best burlesque 
standards. Such improvement as is 
shown is confined to a faster moving 
|performance, defter handling of 
comedy material and better dressing 
; and lighting. 
ing given to the comedy skits, the 
‘hells’ and ‘damns’ are noticeably 
out but the lines and action are still 
plenty odorous, the entendre being 
not double but quadruple and with 


little or nothing left to the imagina- 
tion, 





. * . | 
Again this season Hirsch goes the | 


ceivable type of burly performance | 


There’s 
dently tried to teach old burley new | the normal amount of stripping and | 


not too dirty, except in occasional | 


| 


Hazlette, okay hoofer, and Val Wil- 
liams, in a snowbird impression and 
general number work. Other prin- 
cipals are Murray Leonard, smooth 
working straight; Boo Lavan, sec- 
ondary stripper; Claire Stone, and 
Tom Bunday. Line is made up of 
14 girls, four of which take on show 
girl stature in parades and poses. 
Nicely wardrobed against attrac- 
tive full stage setting, line and prin- 
cipals get off to an adequate opening 
after which Hyatt, Bunday and Miss 
Stone get some laughs with a short 
comedy bit. Line number and fast 
acro routine by Miss Hazlette then 
precedes a policemen’s ball bit which 
serves to introduce Marshall, who 
works nicely with Leonard and 
Hyatt to good returns. 

A brief peeler by Boo Lavan, who 
stacks up okay and sells in accept- 
able style, next, followed by a smart- 
ly costumed parade and a very sock 
adagio specialty by Maurice and 
Mario, youthful team who have what 
it takes. Gave doings a reaf lift 


which held up with specialty by Val |! 


Williams in which he does a hop- 
head impression in song and dance. 
Set good spot for the crying baby 
and absent doctor business in which 
Marshall, assisted by Leonard, Miss 
Stone and Edna Dee, gets his share 
of laughs. 

Hoof routine by line in one leads into 
a strong comedy scene in which Hyatt 
from a box clowns with a deadpan 
stooge sitting next to him and Miss 
Stone and Bunday on the stage. 
This bit can be developed into a very 
funny piece of business. A _ fast 
hoofing specialty by Miss Hazlette; 
a modern number by Williams and 
the chorus; a very funny travesty of 
a stropperoo by Hyatt, who uses his 
extra avoirdupois to good effect, and 
a well sold Pullman bit by Marshall 
follow in order to introduce Edna 
Dee, disrobing in accepted style and 
to good returns. Audience liked her 
stuff. Finale, a well staged rhumba 


eet 


setto with cast and chorus partic- 
ipating, made for a good curtain 
drawer. 

Second part holds up nicely with 
a plantation opening in which Mur. 
ray Leonard warbles ‘Old Man 
River’; Boo Lavan strips again, and 
effectively; a funny version of Irish 
Justice by Marshall, Hyatt, et al.: a 
doll dance specialty by Maurice and 
‘Mario; a dentist bit; a parade num- 
ber led by Williams and Miss Lavan 
in moderne manner; a solid toe tap 
by Miss Hazlette; the ‘I’ll throw it to 
the dogs’ business dressed up with a 
Chinese war background and another 
setto by Miss Dee—all in order and 
to good purpose. 

‘Pleasure Mad Girls’ has what it 
takes and with some judicious prun- 
ing and sharpening up of the ‘chorus 
| and ensemble work, should be able 
to hold its own. Burm. 


ORIENTAL, N. Y. 


The reunited Minsky clan, Abe, 
erb and Morton topped hatchet- 
| burying by relighting the Oriental, 
|N. Y., on Friday (10) with a wiggly 
|cantanta of sapolioed burley species 
tagged ‘Follies Brassiere.’ 

| Of the reported extensive house 
| renovations, which promised an en- 
| larged stage, it has only resulted in 
| expanding the stage apron for fur- 
| ther audience projection. Result is 
| that the stage is just as crowded as 
ever and just as much of a handicap, 
in spotting of the shows. But the 
performers make the best of it and 
| get along after a fashion. 

Show is of the stereotyped burley 
variety, blackouts and skits spaced 
by song and dance ensembles. 
Neither division shows anything new 
in material or performers. Yet coas- 
tuming and scenic investiture. are 
tasteful and far above par of general 
run of burley productions. With bur- 
ley now a hybrid entertainment; the 
projectors after a couple of months 
of experimentation have not as yet 
discovered a happy medium and it 








looks like they won't. It’s just 
burley under wraps, with most of 
the former allegedly’ distasteful 


blackouts, et al., but stymied because 
of inability to officially label as 
such on marquee or elsewhere. 

The batch of principals at hand 











DeVITO DENNY TRIO 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














ALWAYS WORKING 


AL ‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Week Aug. 27, Oriental, Chicago 


Week Sept. 3, Tewer, Kansas City, 
Mo.; Sept. 10-11, Electric, St. Joe, Mo. 


Week Sept. 17, Colonial, Dayton, 0O. 














Christmas Card Agents 


Large profits easily earned selling 
new 21 Folder Assortment. Sells on 
sight for $1.00. Other Holiday as- 
sortments. Write for particulars, 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 








226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y. 

















Todd, singer: Billy Miller, straight | 
man, and Elsa Payne complete the | 


More attention is be- | 


The strip tease is evident as ever 
but as far as this show is concerned | 








|is run off faster and rather more | 


PARAMOUNT — NEW 


NILES 


HELD OVER AGAIN! 


CURRENTLY 

ORIENTAL - CHICAGO - 2 WEEKS - HEADLINING 
CHICAGO THEATRE — 2 WEEKS — HEADLINING — JULY 
YORK 


VIC HYD 


MICHIGAN’S “ONE MAN SWING 
MGT.: RUDY VALLEE ORCH. UNITS CORP., 515 MADISON, N.Y. C. 


— 2% WEEKS JUNE 


BAND” 

















M.CING 


CHARLES YATES 


This Week (Sept. 9), Loew's State, New York 
Sept. 24, MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


SHOW WITH 


TOMMY FARR 


—DIRECTION— 


PADDY SCHWARTZ 


WHITE 


MILTON BERGER 











Management: CENTRAL 
54 





PAUL ROSINI 


PHENOMENAL PRESTIDIGITATOR 


THIS WEEK STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
WEEK SEPTEMBER 17, 


W. Randolph 


LYRIC, INDIANAPOLIS 
BOOKING OFFICE, INC. 
St., Chicago 
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Wednesday, September 15, 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 





—"— 
pod looking, nard working 
ooerus are something if they only 
the material. 
a9 fault with burley all around but 
» now since they’ve chopped 


nore X 1 
: the succession 


jown considerably on 


c : sai ? 
> bumpers, strip-teasers and pa- | 
ho of unadorned gals. Not that | 


ihey're out entirely here, or in any 
o.her burley, but still they ve got to 
be more careful than before the 
trouble started. ane 
Skits are of reminiscent var-ety 
and for most part enlist the comedy 
glomming endeavors of Steve Mills, 
Golden 


doing Dutch, Al Jr., nut 
eccentric, and Hank Henry, boob. 
The trio struggle with antiquaied 


erial and do as well as can be 


: nected, Golden scoring best re- 
gu! Lad has polish, delivery and 
sense of timing that should take him 
places other than burlesque 
Lamb chop bit, which has been 
done to death all around, creeps in 
again here with Henry and Sylvia 
Simms getting so-so results. Others 
run gamut of from ‘Flugel Street’ to 
‘M1! Ss Boudoir,’ latter sans tne 
usual ostermoor flash but gets over. 


Julie Bryan, blonde looker, featured, 
coniribs a coupla eye-filling reveal- 
e-s with the girl under shower top- 
ping for the s.a. Barbara Diane, and 
Gladys Fox also contrib sublimated 


sirips and bumps. Miss Simms’ im- 
sresh of Luise Rainer, as Anna 
Held, would have been okay if not 


overacted. Queenie King okay in a 


brace of orientals as build-up fo 
the bumps. Jimmy De Plama 
handled most of the vocalizing ac- 
cepiably flanked by the beauteous 


ginging and dancing chorus. 

Biz particularly encouraging open- 
ing night. It looks like Minsys 
have the right spot, good lineup of 
principals, possibly the best looking 
and hardest working chorus burley 
has ever boasted but are sorely in 
need of a material writer to make 
the show mean anything. However, 
Eddie Lynch has done a standout 
job as stager of show. 


Bozo Snyder’s Own Show 


(NATIONAL, LOUISVILLE) 
Louisville, Sept. 13. 
National reopened here Friday 


(10) as one of the spokes in the 
Izzy Hirst Wheel. Judging from the 
first offering, some improvement will 


have to be shown in subsequent 
units, or patrons will be disap- 
pointed. 

Bozo Snyder carries the comic 


lead, and gets some good returns on 
is pantomime, particularly his 


| trombone playing bit, and a sketch, 
|“A Night at the Theatre.” in which 
That seems to be | 


specialties are introduced. Joe Forte 


|does a clean-cut job of Straighting 


for Snyder. Co-comic is Jack La- 
mont, who also garners some laughs 


| during his several appearances. 


Herman Ferber, tenor and straight, 
makes himself generally useful in 
ofi-stage singing, through the mike. 
and a ‘down south’ number, in which 
he is given some assistance by Inez 
Marvin, who sings a little, and also 





plays the violin. Both of her ef- 
forts are on the puny side. Ferber, 
however, has a flair for the dra- 
matic, and has a splendid pair of 
pipes, which he used to good effect 
in a lengthy rendition of ‘Darkies 
Are Born.’ 

Dancing portion of the show 
handled by Euhl Ratcliffe, looker: 
Sou Rousseau, torso twisting femme 
whose best effort is a dragon dance, 
with swell lighting effects Wanda 
Kay registers to good ret I vith 
her acro spec lty of 14 a 
nave pee! n cely d ed na. forrn 
everal attractive .picture I 1¢ 


production numbers. Larry Lamont 

twice for some tapping, first 
in a rope skipping number, and later 
as 4 dancing usher, registering both 
times, 


IS On 


Show could stand cons:derable 
pruning, and might be speeded up 
by the abbreviation of several 


draggy portions. Running time now 


an hour and twenty minutes 

Biz just fair at second show F: 
day (10) Film, “That I May Live 
(20th ) Wied 


OXFORD, B’KLYN 


‘Oxford Follies,’ which relighted 
this bandbox former burley stand, 
is satisfying entertainment of musical 
tab variety, with but few excursions 
to former burley formula save bare 
chest expositions and a coupla skits. 
Ops are smart in holding show down 
to 90 minutes. Even then it has a 
few draggy episodes, but no way 
near as boresome as those padding 
out similar shows for two hours or 
more. General reason is that fans 
want a lot for their money, 55c. They 
seemed well satisfied here last week. 

Because of small house and dimin- 
utive stage, ensemble-comprises six 


ponies and four showgirls., Even 
then with the 10 on at same time 
stage is dressed and a times almost 


overcrowded. 

With Charles Schwartz owning the 
house and a $1,500 nut about cover- 
ing everything, the Oxford can do 
nicely for an 800-seater. Smallness 
of house gives a touch of intimacy 


| ; , 
| lacking in the others. They go for 


the family touch in a big way and 
before the season is very old the 


| regulars call the girls by their first 
names 
There are also lines at the stage door, 
| Which proves that the John species is 


and everything is folksy. 


by no means extinct, but just moved 
over to Brooklyn. 

Show gets off to lively clip with 
fast song and dance opener by Jack 


Shaw and the line, followed by 
sapolioed skit. and other dance en- 
sembles spacing. Harry Lande, do- 
ing tramp, and Steve Mills, his fa- 


miliar Dute o okay with the com- 


edy. Both are wheel veterans. At 
times there are signs of straining at 
the leash to go into former rowdy 
juiunes, bu t never happens Un- 
ae tood Nouse as ven i notice to 
id in or else And they're doing it 
Real sock of é fa ever, 
Dorothy Mave v unet, fea- 
tured, with oodle of cla Mi 
Mave adds if Lneé wccasion with 
evel work ine ple 
ng v« ( | | nct re- 
finement seldo found a burley 
lineuy She spots a couple of semi- 
nude strips in an artistic manner. 
Shirley O’Dea, buxom blond ala Mae 
West, even to resemblance, alternates 
with Miss Maye in the skit division 
and uncorks a solo, ‘Use Your Im- 


agination.’ with a Westian tinge. She 
also spots a drunk bit in speakeasy 
kit with Lande that is hvped up for 
laughs and ulso clicks. Zula, dancer 
of exotic type, also gives good ac- 
count in several torso twisters, ef- 
even though held n John 
Grant makes good appearance 
straighting for comics. Jack Shaw, 
neat appearing baritone with okay 
voice, handles most of the warbling, 
while Frank Brooks contribs good 
hoofing specialty and Jimmy Ray- 
mond satisfies with his guitar antics. 
Skits are more of tab show va- 
riety than burley. Some good and 
others n.s.g.. but with the fast dan- 
cing and nicely costumed numbers 
of the chorines the show jells for 
lively entertainment of a sort. 


recllve 


1 @ 


this all- 
its locale 


Follies 
considering 
draw, can better be 
called folly. Polyglot neighborhood 
will find no mass appeal in ancient 
films and type of shows currently 
projected. 

Program is about as far from 
burley as possible, both in color and 
texture. Alleged comic banter of 
Russell Carrington and George Ben- 
nett is actually of the sleep produc- 
ing variety. Couple of abdominal 


Also called a 
colored show, 
and possible 
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twists and a slightly blue line here 


anything else worthwhile. 
Aforementioned opening 

twain get just as far with subsequent 

tap dancing and singing. Hilda Per- 


leno, who mixes coyness with semi- | 


operatic voice to incongruous re- 


sults, follows as inauspiciously as the | 
comes 1n} 


openers. First real humor 
boxing match between 
and Carrington. Dialogue is 
neyed and wasted by all but 
who lends what little life there is to 
the scene. Burlesqued ‘Red Riding 
Hood’ bit also with Moore, Aunt 
Hattie’s risque songs, a Dionne baby 
parody of ‘I Did It for the Red, White 


Moore 
hack- 


Tim 


|} and Blue,’ latter uncensorable but 
spicy bit that will probablv be picked 
up Dy otnel compl! comed Not 
altogeth in 
Aunt Hattie 1 a 
ong added to } Fu B \ 
revertoire that sn arouse ine 
) VY 
Buddy B V SE 
lanc team of D f 
Lillian Yeuen, w Joe B 
comic cOmpieleE ne 
Chorus shapely nd can dance 
| Gals do intricate routines ith more 
feeling and interest than their pale 
sisters in other burle stands, H l 


Manhattan Madcaps 


(CASINO, PITTS.) * 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 13 

If this the new bdburilevcue tnen 
it won't be long nov The strippe1 
are still stripping, but they wind up| 
with as much on at the finish as at 
the start; flash refinement seems to 
be the keynote and with it have 
come tedium and boredom, so much 
so that whole thing resembles a 


fourth-rate ‘Greenwich Village Fol- 


lies’ twice removed. 
The sticks have been accustomed 
to burlesque in the old manner and 


they’re not going to be satisfied with | 


smell-time units that wouldn't get to 
first base even in a 
nitery. ‘Manhattan Madcaps’ isn't 
burley and it isn’t entertainment, so 
what is it? Merely flesh and as 
phony as a nudie’s prop smile. 


Maybe George Jaffe. who pilots 
the Casino, remembers the Moss 
potrom of last spring or perhaps 


he’s just waiting until the currently 
hot political campaign gets out of 
the way. But at any rate, he has the 
gals covered conclusively and his 
teasers have left all of the tease of a 
scrublady at 6 a. m. Only stripver, 
so-called, in ‘Madcaps’ is Edna Dee, 
and when she’s disrobed, she’s still 
wearing twice as much as a bathing 


male | 


Moore | 


honky-tonk | 


sun 


| beauty. Maybe that’s the tease in 
and there do not make burlesque or } 


it, however. 

Then for an extra attraction to open 
the season, Jaffe has Diane Raye, the 
gal who tried to show London the 
fine art of undressing last year. She's 
also fallen in with the New Deal in 
burlesque, but it’s a 1aw deal for the 
customers. Miss Raye siarts oui in a 
weak, nondescript voice with a pain- 
less lyric about her experiences 
abroad and then procceds to undrape 
slowly with all of the enthusiasm of 
a life on a rock-pile when the guards 
eren’t looking. And she, too, gets 
through wearing enouch to clothe 
the ordinary Eskimo in mid-season. 


Even the comics, the backbone of 
the burlesque industry, seem to be 
cepressed by the whole setur Toy 

among the funn. men n 
ladcaps’ are Charl (Red) Mar 
and Havopy i‘Fats) Hvatt and 
neither of them has bothered 1 
ork up anything new Time-worn 
tions and threacdl € 

et ed to distractio! ire till ¢ 

ed: Hyatt’s still doin his hoke 
triy very amusin until witnessed 
for the ’steenth time, and h box 
bit with the dead-pan stooge. while 
Marshall, a natural clown, is re- 
ly ~* on rock-of-ages stuff, too 

Specialties look like bad vaude 


and if all this is :n effort to e'evate 
an old and flourishing ineustry, then 
likely to prove a 
There's no substitute fo1 
burlesque; if there is, it 
duliness, at any rete 


it*« boomerang 
nudity in 


cant be 


Cast of ‘Manhattan Madcaps’ als 
nceluae acrobatic-ad: 9 ter? of 
Maurice and Marie Val Williams 
Murry Leonard, Tom Bundy and 
Claire Stone. Make allowances for 
fact that this is first week for wheel 
show after brief rehearsal period, 
and there’s still no balm in Gilend— 
or burlesque. Cohen. 


Hirst Circuit 


Week of Sept. 19 


Meet the Girls’ lioward PRostor 

Scan Dolls Jacques Waterbu 

Merry Models Century, Brooklyn 

*leasure Mad’ Gayetys Washington 

Pa‘eant of Folly Gayet¥, Baltimore, 

Baves With Charms Casino Pitts- 
burg. 

‘Bozo Snyder’—Gayety, Cincinnat 

‘Jolies Begere’'—Capitol, Toledo 

‘Stage Scandals'’—Nationsl Louisville, 

‘Foot Loose’ Roxy, Cleveland 

Cupid's Carnival’—Garrick, St Louis, 

Beef Trust’—Rialto, Chicago 

‘Bars and Stripes’—Casino, Toronto, 

Frisky Frolics’—Palace, Buffalo 

Swing-High’ Embassy, Rochester. 

Gaities of 1938' Empire, Newark, 

I ian Flirts’—Star, Brooklyn 

Piraie Belles’ Lyric, Allentown: Mone 
Tues Orpheum, Reading; Fri., Sat. ang 


Earl, Atlantic City. 
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Repeat engagements always have been co universal test 


of the box-office value of an attraction. 


But when an orchestra is booked for a repeat engagement 


of LOEWS STATE THEATRE 


WITHIN ONE MONTH OF THE ORIGINAL ENGAGEMENT 


Withiam Morris Agency 


IT MUST HAVE SOMETHING! 


ond for the first time in the history of the theatre 


Personol Management 
48 W. 48%h St 


Theatre Direction 


Exchusive 





GALE, INC 
N.Y.C.—LO. 3- 6111 


Dante Direction 
Consolidated Radio Artists 


Tite 


DECCA RECORD ARTISTS 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (Sept. 20) 
THIS WEEK (Sept. 13) 


show. whether full or split week 





Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











RKO 





ALBANY 
Grand (17) 
Dick, Don & D 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Edna Strong 
Harry Rose 
Calif Collegians 


(10) 

M Bowes Int'l Rev 
BOSTON 
Boston (16) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Harrfet Hilliard 
Den Cummings 


Grace & Nikke 
Preisser Sis 


(9) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bad 
Stan Kavanagh 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Buster Shaver Co 
CHICAGO 
Palace (17) 
Variety Gambol 





Chuck & Chuckles 
Cappy Barra Co 
Block & Sully 
Chaney & Fox 
(10) 
Alphorse Berg Co 
Allen & Ken,v 
Arren & Broderi’.¢ 
Bobby Breen 
4 Kraddocks 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (17) 


Titan 3 

Allen & Kent 

Don Zelaya 

Jimmy ee Orc 
16) 


( 
Variety Gambol 
Steve Evans 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Biock & Sully 
Holland & Hart 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (16) 
Bert Nagle Co 
Mark Plant 
Sid Marion 
Madeline Killeen 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Chick Webb Orc 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (17) 

Larry Collins 
Sammy Walsh 
Judy Starr 
Johnny Burke 
Pritchard & Lord 
Talbert Haslett 
Evelyn Tyner 








JACK POWELL 
NOW ON HIS 


20th YEAR 


For LEDDY & SMITH 

















Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (15) 

Shep Fielas Orc 

Barton & Mann 

Shag Team 

Jane Pickens 

Johnny Woods 


TON 
Met itan (17) 
Mary Small 
Hasting’s Puppets 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Harris Shannen & C 
Lew Parker Co 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (17) 
Sandor & Glancz 
(Three to fill) 
DALLAS 
Casino (17) 
Anson Weeks Orc 
Meils, Kirk & H 
Buster Shdver Co 
Lou Holtz 
Art Jarrett 


DETROIT 
Michigan (17) 

















8 Jacksons Maj Bowes U 
PHILADELPHIA Gin @ sag 
en Gray Ore 
Earle (17) Bob Hall 
Henny Youngman Marjorie Gainsw’rth 
Mitzi Mayfair READING 
Ethel Shutta Astor (24-25) 
Whitey & Ford Rita Rio Orc 
Stan Kavanagh (17-18) 
Mann, Dupree & L | tHudson-DeL Ore 
(10 WASHINGTON 
Horace Heidt Orc Earle (17) 


PITTSBURGH 

Stanley (17) 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Gracie Barrie 
Shaw & Lee 
Nole & Nolan 


Horace 7 Ore 


(10) 
Gilbert Bros 
J & JI McKenna 
Gracie Barris 





Jack Seymour Co 








Independent 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (13) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Harris & Shore 
Park & Clifford 
Melissa Mason 
Oriental (13) 
Ross & Bennett 
King, King & K 
Tommy Trent 
Wilfred Engleman 
Vic Hyde 
State Lake (17) 
Robbins 
Varsity Coeds 
Troy & Lynne 
(One to fill) 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (17) 
George Beatty 


LaVere & Ware 
Fred Syivester Co 
Bill Anson 
Paul Rosini 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (17) 
Muriel Page 
Radio Ramblers 
Tommy Trent 
Olvera anee 
ST. 0. 
Electric. (17-18) 
Sunnie O'Dea 
3 Arnolds 
Jack Leonard 
Kendall Capps & Jr 
(19-20) 
Gray Fam 
Thrillers 
Excellos 





(One to fill) 








London 





Week of Sept. 13 


Astoria D. H. 
Anderson’ & Allem 
Canterbury M. H, 

ist half (13-15) 
Jack Warman 
Witson, Dake & H 

2d half (16-18) 


Jock McKay 
Joy, Jack, Joe 
Dominion 


Rawicz & Landauer 
CAMDEN TOWN 


Gaumont 
3 Perceliys 
Mona Grey 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Haywood, May & D 
Jack Tane 
FAST HAM 


Granada 
Wilson, Keppel & B 


Rapid 4 
Jack Stocks 
Premier 
Melino, Kave & M 
Jones & Thomas 
EDMONTON 
¥mpire 
Pepino II 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
4 Symmecks 
Lucille Benstead 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
ist half (13-15) 
Jock McKay 
Joy, Jack, Leo 
2d half (16-18) 
Jack Warman 
Wilson, Dake & H 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Radionymphia 





Rialto 


J & J Melville 


& Lewis 


Leslie 





LEYTONSTONE | 


STREATHAM 
Palace 


P & M Honri 


Andersen & Ailem 
TOTTENHAM 





Hote) Edison 
Billy Swanson Orc 
Hotel Essex Uouse 
Nat Brandwynne O 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 
R J Callman 


Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Phil D’Arey Orc 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Dorothy Daniels 
Hotel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Ken Casey Ore 
Bette Carter 
Virginia. Dare 
Betty, Williams 
Hotel Lexington 
Andy Iona Orc 





Byron & Byron 
Walsh & Barker 
Lilian Fitzroy 
Jenny McAndrew 
Hatton & Manners 
Mansell & Ling 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Talbot O'Farrell 
Wynn & Zella Co 
Phileco 4 
De Haven & Page 
Jimmy James Co 
Adair & Bruce 


| Ta Petite Poupee 
| Kondo & Hanako 


GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Ronald Frankau 
Anna & Pals 
Bertha Wilmott 
George Heriot 
Kerns & Capua 
Nicel & Martin 
Edison & Louise 
Kuda Bux 
Sylvia 
GREAT 
YARMOUTH 
Royal 
Levis Discoveries 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Houston & Stewart 





16 Mannequins 
26 Eton Bey Singers 
Oliver Hardwicke 
Countess Torano 
Valerie Wyn 
Joe Moss 
Bud Moore 
Theima Carne 
L’Anson Sis 
Rupe Withey 
NEATH 
Knoll Halt 
Terry's Juves 
Chm Cook 
Damzel & Boy 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Alfrede Ore 
PLYMOUTH 
Palace 
Stanley Holloway 
Jack Grieve 
K & J Winnon 
Leon & Kiki 
3 Hiltens 
Betty & Olga 
Matthe 
Hal Yates 
French & Jereme 
SOUTHEND 
Rivoli 
Billy Benneit 
Strad Newsboys 
3 Ansons 





Cabaret Bills 





Arrowhead Inn 
Irving Conn Ore 
Lee Russell 
Muriel Lane 
Blanche & Elliott 


Barney Gallant’s 


Betty Bowker 
3 Musical Rogues 


Bertolotti’s 


Jimmy Whalen Ore 
Tommy Harris Ore 
Yula Flournoy 
Joyee Faye 

Lillian Gale 

Rita Renaud 

Anne White 
Lillian Loraine 
Renee Villon 


Bill's Gay 90’s 


Ethel Gilbert 
Ann Courtney 
Spike Harrison 
Emmett Casey 
Jerry White 
Henry LaMarr 
Jack Arnold 
Sid Hawkins 
Jerry Ryaa 


Caliente 
Beth Raborn 
Helen Shaw 
Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 
3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelleros 
Chateau Moderne 
Jack Monte Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Trini Plaza 
Claremont Inn 
Carl Harte Ore 
Club Cavalier 
Mark Sable Ore 
Henry Berman 
Jackie Gleason 
Sandra Landi 
Mildred Roselle 
Honey & J Wilson 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 
Club Eldorado 
Helen Morgan 
Dave Fox 
Bovard Sis 
4 Cordoba Sis 
Club 52d St. 
Snub Mosley Orc 
Club Garcho 
Los Gauchos Ore 
Chiquita 
Nina 
Lita Carmen 
Club Mirador 
(Roof Garden) 





Roy Sedley 
Buddy Wagner Orc 
Ruth Denning 


Jack Dempsey’s 
E Carpenter Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 


Doa Alberte Ore 
©) Chies 


Carles Montoya 
3 Pampero 
D'Avolos & A 
Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 


El Torcador 


Don Juan Ore 
Fausto De Igado 
Teddy Rodriguez 
Cortes & Maida 
Ricardo De Caro 
Titi & Pellin 


French Casino 
(Felies Bergere 
Revue) 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Lou Breese Ore 
Les Aurette 
B.I and BI 
Lind Carenzio 
Corinne 
Dormonde Bros 
Irene Helda 
Herman Hyde Co 
Les Juvelys 
Lilyan, Dania, Malo 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Ketty Mara Co 
Les Menchiassi 
Les Rebenis 
Roberton 
Germaine Roger 
Nico Roschin 
Carmen Torres 
Frolics 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Joe Lewis 
G & R McDonald 
Terry Lawlor 
Harlem Uproar 
House 
Erskine Hawkins Or 
Bobby Evans 
Socarass 
Eddit Smith 
Lillian Fitzgerld 
Flasa Sextette 
Reo & Curley 
Spoens Brown 
Bubbles Wilson 
Yelma Middleton 
Willie Jackson 
Loucey Lane 
Hickory touse 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Ray Biondi 
3 Peppers 
Adele Girard 


Hickory Lodge 
(Larchmont, N. Y¥.) 
Zinn Arthur Orc 
’lyw'd Restaurani 
Mitchell Ayres Orc 
KE Jelesnick Ore 
NTG Rev 
Joey Ray 
Hotel Ambassador 
Larry Siry Ore 

Hutel Biltmore 
(Moonlight Terrace) 
Bernie Cummins Or 


D'Angelo & Porter 
Walter Cummins 





Dorothy Crone 





SHEPH’RDS BUSH | Patace ady 1 
| : a Hay & D Ray Kinney 
Pavilion Jack Lan Meymo Hoit 
4 Symmecks WALTH. AMSTOW Hotel MecAtpin 
Lucille Benstead Granada (Roof Garden) 
STRATFORD Dagenbam Pipers J Messner Orc 
rs Murray & Mooney Jeanne D’Arey 
Reastwer Murray Stewart Gonzales & Menen 
Melino, Kay & M | Latasha & L’wrence 
Jenes & Thomas Dennis Fam Hotei Murray Hilt 
(Fountain Room) 
. ° Joe Cappi Ore 
Provincial Nancy Garner 
Hotel New Yorker 
‘a aie (Ss r Terrace) 
Benny Meroff Orc 
Week of Sept. 13 
Florence Cast 
ABERDEEN Donald Peers Jack Marshall 
Tivoli Falls ——. & B | Larry Pewell 
‘Jick o’ the Pack’ Lucan McShane f. 
Jack Radcliffe Low & Webster ee et = 
16 Sarony Girls Edward Victor 
Tom F Moss Swan & Leigh Jerry Blaine Ore 
Donelli & Sutton Danweorth Johnny McKeever 
Dale Sis —— Evelyn Ran 
McKenzie Reid & D | Kit-Kat Fred Cameron 
Norman Curnot Bower & ‘Ruthert’ rd|Phyllis Kenny 
Don Galvan Harry Helmstey ote! Praasyivania 
ALDERSHOT LI¥ ERPOOL Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Hippodrome Shakespeare : Edythe Wright 
Henry D. Adams ‘Happy Landings 
’ , ’ Jack Leonard 
Dawne Sis P Zaharoff Ba 3 Esquires 
Andy & Irving 16 Dancing Beauties 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Bartal Ore 


Hetel Pierre 


(Reof Garden) 
Harold Nage! Ore 


ficte!t Piaza 


Pancho Orc 
Dario & Diane 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Lukewela’s Orch 


Hetei Save, -l'lage 
Emile Petti Ore 
The Bachelors 

Hotel St. fieorge 

(Brooklyn) 

Eli Dantzig Ore 
Hotel St. Morits 
(Sky Gardens) 

Hal Richards Ore 

Grisha 

Carleton & Juliette 

Paul Thompson 

Ed Singer 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancers 
Charlies Waiters 
Hotel Shelton 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Hotel Taft 


Geo. Hall Orc 
Dolly Dawn 


Getel Waldert- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Keof) 
Lee Reisman Bd 


Ralph Rutgers Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Raphael 


Hetel Wellingten 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Allan Smali Ore 
Joe Capello Ore 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Mary Lane 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 
Inga Borg 
Lee Leslie 
Gene Walters 
Gladys Faye 
Vaughn Comfort 
International Casino 
Geo Olsen Orc 
Yascha Bunchuk Or 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Calgary Bros 
Artini 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Maurice & Crance 
Jacqueline Mignac 
Kit Kat Club 
Maurice Rocce Ore 
Dorothy Sauiters 
Charioteers 
Cook & Brown 
Kretchma 


Nicholas Matthey Or 
Michel Michon 


Beverly Wlishire 
Ted FioRito Ore 


Biltmore Bow) 


Jiramy Grier Ore 
Lola & Lewis 
Glen Pope 

Jan Rubini 

3 Biltmorettes 
Delores & Andre 
Dick Webster 

3 Rhythm Rascals 


Cafe International 
Don & A LeMaire 
Mills, Kirk & H 
Jean Gary 
King Sis 
The Theodors 
Vinita Wade 
Paula Francois 
Night & Day 
Beth Wilson 
International Girls 
Frank Britton Orc 
Cafe la Mate 
Stan Clare Co 
Clover Ciub 
Bob Grant Ore 
Club Hawaii 
Hawaiian Ore 
Cecoanut Grove 
Donald Novis Orc 
Hai Kemp 
Famous Door 





Stuff Smith 


Nadia Ludova 
Volodia Katov 
Marusia Sava 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Larne 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Cuquita 
Marie Almonte 
V MacNaughton 
Brown's 3 Shades 
f.eon & Filiie’s 
(Pugo-Page Reem) 
lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Billy teed 





James Keogan 
orlies & Palmer 
sathleen Mare 
sa Ve arne Tr 
Tate & § 


Sis 


} 
| 
1c 
i] 
is 


I 

I 

Ti Toe 

| Mori's 

; Lou Fer 
The Oaks 

| Al Lambs (re 

Tommy Lyman 

Gene Arche 
Murray's 
(Tuckahoe) 

Ray Keating Ore 

be Kennedy 

Lambertons 

(uys (lab 


6 Spirits of Rhythm 
Maxine & Janice 


faradise 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Lucille Johnson 
Ruth Daye 
Shea & Raymond 
i Joan Dilion 
Johnny Russell 
Hope Chandler 
Pavillon KReyal 
(Valley Stream L.I.) 
A Warren Orc 
Della & Billy 
Danny Beck 
Jill Dener 
Virginia Vaughn 
Cackles O'Neill 
Place Elegante 
Larry Maddi Orc 
Bill Farrell 
Helen Cagle 


is (ire 


Mack 


Jack Rose 
Toto Canglosi 
Mario Basini 


Queen Mary 
Joe Webb Orc 
Valerie Dumont 
Bernice Horton 
Ray Jones 


Kainbow Room 


Emery Deutsch Orc) 

Eddie Lebanon Orc) 

Dr Sydney Ross 

Helen Myers 

The Bonners 

Thelma Kingsbury 

Kenneth Davidson 

Stroud 2 

Raye & Naldi 

Riviera 

Mickey Alpert Ore 

Val Ernie Ore 

Eddie Garr 

Wini Shaw 

Ramon & Renita 

Lois Kay 

Wes Sommerfield 

Lou Valera 

Ben Yost Collegians 
Russian Bear 

Cosrya Krumin 

Karlo 

Lonya Kalbouss 

Elena Siavnaia 

Nicholai Grushke 

Julian Altman 

Ivan Korniloff 

Sands Point Ciub 

Paul Rebucci Ore 
Sterk Club 

W Feldkamp Ore 

Gus Martel Orc 

Surfside 


(Atlantic Beach) 
Bobby Hayes Bd 
Henny Youngman 
Don Ragonese 
Patricia Gilmore 
Harry Rose 
Gypsy Lee 
Tavern On Green 

(Central Park) 
Hughie Barrett Ore 

Valhalla 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Marita 
Lorraine Barrett 
Rond Hal 

Versailles 
M Bergere Ore 
Joe Rodriguez Ore 
Mitzi Green 
Gali-Gali 

Wivel 
Bob Asen Bd 
Arline Whitney 
Evelyn Nesbitt 
Bob Lee 
Ginger Sutton 








LOS ANGELES 
Bali Cozy Coe, 
Bruz Fletcher onah Jones 
Charles Lawrence | Zddie Beal 


Hawaiian Paradise 
Sol Brights Ore 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi Ore 
Wanda 

Diana Toy 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Gladys Bagwell 
Rose Valyda 
Tiny Meredith 


Omar’s Dome 
George Redman Orc 
Elmer 
Dorothy Castle 
Dorothy Black 
3 Castles 


Palomar 
Rossilianos 
Dick & Dot Remy 
Mildred Bailey 
Red Norva Ore 
Hudson Metzger Gis 


Paris Ina 


Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 

Dee Sis 

Winnie Mack 
Rodolfo & Alva 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marecuerita de! Rio 
Juan de Martinis 








Seven Seas 


j Lonnie McIntire Or 


LAly Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 


Semerset House 


Jack Owens 

Betty Borden 
Swing Club 

Nan Blackstone 

4 Squires 

Hal Brown 

Frankie Gallagher 

Swirg Club Girl Rev 


CHICAGO 


Bali- Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 
Sally Joyce 

Biackhawk 


| 
Jee Sanders 
| Renald & Roberta 





Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 

Chez Parce 
Paul Draper 
The Reyes 
Paul Gerrits 
Corinua Mura 
Mildred Fenton 
Bemis Kids 
Henry Busse Ore 


Colesimos 


Beb ‘Tinsley 
Janis Andre 
Maxine DeShon 
Dorothy Wahl 
Willie Shore 
Yvette 

Willie Shore 
Sherr Bros 
Burns & White 
Nina Rinaldo Orc 


Cengress totel 
(Casine) 

Jesse Crawford 
Helen Crawford 
Chas Carlile 
Bernhardt & G 
Diaz, Don, D & D 
Tommy Trent 
Varzos & McDowell 


Gay 90's 


Lew King 

‘Marne’ 

Gale Parker 
Marita Ryan 
Emmet Vance Orc 


Marry'’s N. ££. 
Cabaret 
Chas Engles Orc 
Jack Irving 

Yvette 
Theo Troy 


Mildred Rock 
& Parisians 

. & BB. 
Rider Sis 


Paimer Sis 
Dorothy Johnston 


iti-Hat Bernard & Henri 
Paul Rosini Dixie Painter 
Lerraine Sis 4 Dictators 
Marie Saria Carol, Jean & J 
Dick Ware Billy Scott Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Anchorage Palumbo’s 


Montez & Marie 
Lee Lamont 
Dorothy Bach 

Ed Silverglade 
Johnny Graff Ore 
Izzy Bellis 


: Arcad@ia Int'l 
Milten Keilem Ore 
Don Renaide Orc 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Ea Silvergiade 
Izzy Bellis 

Music Hall Boys 
Castaine & Barrie 
Kee 


Judge 
Eleanor Bowers 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Ben Franklin Hotel 
Cecoanut Grove 
Leon Fields 
Cleo Valenteen 
Nolan, Darling & N 
Shandor & Margo 
Dolly Vaughn 
Freddie Lane 
Jacqueline Herman 
Lillian Bowman 
Al Maye Orc 
(Ceral Cafe) 
Moe Jaffe Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Deleyd McKay 
Muriel Thomas 
Frank Halli 
Lee Bartell 
Diane & Del Campo 
Ozzie Welis 


Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga. N. J.) 
Clarence Mich Orc 

Franky Schiuth 
Jimmy Parker 
Miriam Brome 
Betty Delavar 
Lillian Bowman 
Embassy Club 
Helen Benton 
Grace Manners 
Pedre Biance Ore 
Lee Perrins 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Derothy Deppin 
Peggy Butler 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Orc 
Nadine & Gerardo 
Tom Barry 
Lu-Brent 
Jean Kirk 
Billie Lee 
Kathern Quinn 
Barbara Jason 


Hotel Adelphia Roof 


Vincent Rizze Orc 
Harold Knight Ore 
Bob Roltner 
Bobbie May 
Sinclair Sis 
Martha Sears 
Anita Jacobi 

Spec & Spot 

Bert Lynn 

E & J Leach 

Paul Duke 

Texas Redheads 
Agnes Tolle 

Evan B Fontaine 


Lambs Tavern 
Larry Meli Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Joe Bryan 
Savar & Neil 
Frances Carroll 
Joan Gardner 
la Vonne 
Kahn & DePinto 











Dorothy Roberts 
Guy Rennie 
Fred Thompson Orc 
Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge 
Arnold Sis 
June Bruner 
Jean Rogers 
Barney Lind 
M Monachesi 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Trocadero 
Garwood Van Ore 


Ors 


Hotel Bismarck 

(Wainet Room) 
Eddie Varzos Orc 
Lucio Garcia 
Walker 3 
The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 

Hetel Brevoort 
Dorothy Duval 
Eari Smith 
Commodore 
Joe Pariato 


Drake Hotei 
(Gold Coast Koom) 


Fred Warings Ore 


Duo 


Grand Terrace 


Ada Brown 

Andy Kirk Orc 
Geo D Washington 
Al & Anise 


Hotel Edgewater 
Beach 
(Board Walk) 
Roger Pryor Ore 
Enrico & Novello 

Les Triuner 
Klutings Animals 
H Smith Ballet 


Hotel Paimer House 
(Emptre Roem) 

The DeMarcos 

Alexander Gray 

Gasparre’s Orc 

4 Aristocrats 

Abbott Dancers 


Hetel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Frankie Masters Or | 
Jackie Heller 
Donna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 


Hotel Stevens 
(Centinental Reom) 
Carlos Molina 
The Randalls 
Dean Murphy 
Jo Andrews 
Violet Love 
Bill Baird 
Lee & Raule 
Frank Payne 


The Rese Bowl 


Eddie Thomas 
Miller & Millard 
Travis & Gray 
Patti Crawford 
Marionettes 
Bobby Morro Ore 
Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Reom) 
Van Levis Ore 
Henry Patrick 


81 Club 


Bill Fiske Ore 
Gene Osborne 
Grace Collins 
Jean & June 

4 Blossoms 
Harry Holly 
Johnny Magnan 


Silver Lake Ina 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopt Ore 

Beth Challis 
Charles & Celeste 
Rita Del Gardi 
Katherine Rand 


Lou Longo Orc 
20th Century Co (6) 
Jimmy Costello 
Coyle & Thompson 
Dot Hawley 

Don Greenwood 
Chioe Dare 

Lillian Stewart 


Parrish Cafe 
= ne Linsey Orc 
Saunders 
re re 
3 Parisettes 
Geo Craft 
Donny Lyons 


Dutkin’s Rathskelier 
Gloria Armond 
Ginger Scott 
Marion Lindsay 
De Mayos (2) 
ag Davis 

-Normand Orc 

k Ponti 


Bella Belmont 
Chas Dane~ 
Marie Latell 
Cane & Harris 
Doris Fields 


Gale & Day 
Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Orc 


Viking “Safe 

Penn Fay Orc 

Billy Callahan 

Al Shumaker 
Darlene Jones 
Jimmy Boiley 
Johnny Reilly 
Weber’s Hof Brau 

(Camden) 

Louis Chalkin Ore 
Ray Miller 

Nathan Bros 

Dick & Dottie Jones 
Janice Thompson 
Alfred Latell 

Int'l Instrumental 3 
lise Hart 

Hugo Klee 

Sid Golden 
Gregory Quinn & B 
Eldoradians 
J Dunetin & Myrtle 

Sunset Inn 

Ace Pancoast Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Greta Straub 
Chubby Reed 

Al Cornarg 

Ed Marple 
Rhythm 2 


Peacock Gardens 





Sylvan Herman Orc 


Ubangi Club 
Buhrman & Scott 
Lethia Hill 
Valda Hatton 
Donnie Lyons 


Bernice Douglas 
Jack & Jill 
Derby Wilson 


Yacht Ciub 
Mary Hubbard 
2 Martins 
—. awtwits 
Ida Na 
Ted ae 
Viola Klaiss Orc 
Yorktown Tavern 
Bill Bilger Ore 


DETROIT 


Blossom Heath 


Geo Sterney Ore 
Brodeli Sis (3) 
Murray, King & R 


Bedk-Cadillac Hotel 
(Casine) 


Ron Perry Ore 


Chalet 

Hank Femish Ore 
Blue Lantern 

Maude Feely 
Nat Alonzo 
Pat Burns 
Marie Paul 
Al Hanaway Ore 
Club Centinental 
Chico Reyes’ Orc 


Jessie Pengra 
Continental 3 
Ruth Martin 
Cocoanut Palms 
Nicholas & Syivia 
Marge Jourdain 
Melanie 
Gene Yeungblood 
Frank Gagen Orc 
Cerktown Tavern 
Phil Kaye 
Healy & Garnella 
Stanbeck (3) 
Millie Obener 
Chalan & Aldythe 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Marion Metrose 
Paul Rene 
Alexander Orc 
Cony Cerner 
J Hubert 
Helen Dorsey 
May Joy 





Claudia Weller 

yea Williams 
Arlene Sutton 

Bill Johnson Orc 
Eastwood Gardens 
Bob Chester Ore 


Nerthwood Inna 
Reb King 
Elaine & Barry 
Arlie Simmonds Ore 


Betty Harrington 
Viantation 

Kari Walton Ore 

Ted Blackman 

lois Deppe 

4 Cats & Fiddle 

Mae Alix 


Harvey & Ethel 
Powatan 
Jack Corlies 
Maurice Palmer 
Lyons 2 
Will Henderson Ore 
mK 
Kavanagh 
Ten-Forty 
Lois Harper 
Celia McCoy 
Gioria Shayne 
Eddie Collins 
Coyle McKay Orc 
Club Villa D 
Irving Alexander 
Chuck Stevens Ore 
Webster Halil Hotet 
(Cecktail (rili) 
Bud & Buddies 
Raiph Fisher 
Paul Neighbors 
Art Mooney Orc 


ls Ure 


Club 








Market Slump 








(Continued from page 3) 


market, 


of course, with the ‘same 


heralding a distinct slump. in busi- 
ness activity, would naturally be felt 
at the box office, and in no uncertain 
manner. But the present dip in the 


market 


is not expected to be 


re- 


flected by any slump at the box of- 


fice. 


Though a majority of picture 
houses were doing terrific business 


at this time in 1936; 


the box office 


this year still is running well above 
that enjoyed last year in early fall. 
While the industry had an unusually 
fine batch of pictures to inaugurate 
the fall season last year, there are 
just as many if not more hit films 


this year. 
Paramount 


This despite the attempted 
boycott 


and infantile 


epidemic threat to juvenile attend- 


ance, 


After giving the once-over to box 
office receipts last week, Barney 
Balaban, president of Paramount, 


said that receipts were 


running 


5-26% higher than a year ago. He 
forecast that there would be a fur- 
ther pickup as the vacation season 
is forgotten and cooler weather sets 


in. 


Balaban indicated that the ex- 


hibition policy might be shifted, pro- 
viding public patronage continues, to 
include extended runs for more pop 
pictures even though originally set 
only for one week or less. To back 
up this theory, Balaban cited that 
‘Artists and Models’ had 45 hold- 
overs in first runs and that ‘Souls at 
Sea’ has followed through with ex- 
tended engagements in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Philadelphia, New 
Haven and Hartford. 

Another satisfying angle to show- 
men watching the box office trends 
is that draw pictures have come in 
for fine business in subsequent runs 
even though they played to excellent 
grosses in prolonged first-run spots. 








Extras Up 








(Continued from page 4) 


hours notice 


given. This was 


in 


answer to his attitude and slowness 
in complying with SAG regulations. 

By the end of the present week, 
Guild officials expect to have virtu- 
ally all industrial and commercial 


picture 


producers 


signatured to 


pacts. Wilding and Audio Produc- 
tions, Inc., now are in, and Jam 
Handy and Caravel have indicated 


they ‘would follow suit. 


West Coast 


Service studios, one of larger plants 
used by commercial film makers in 
the east, is being counted on to sign 
up as soon as principal executives of 
that firm return to the city. 

No reply has been received from 
Mentone from the Iast letter ad- 
dressed to Milton Schwarzwald, chief 
officer of that short producing firm. 
Educational also has not signatured 
pact yet. Latter releases through 
20th-Fox while Mentone goes to ex- 
hibitors via Universal. Because both 
of these distributing companies have 
signed the basic scale agreements on 
the Coast, leverage might be exerted 
to get Educational and Mentone in 


line on Guild wage agreement 


time. 


in 


‘March of Time’ situation will be 
better known following a conference 
between SAG officials and John R. 
Wood today (Wed.). 


~~ ite | 
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19 STRAWHATTERS DUE IN 





Tee’ or Not Gov't Wants Its 50-50 
Cut from B. 0), Men as Excess’ 


Interrogating of Broadway box of- 
fice men by federal authorities con- 
tinues daily.. Indications are that 
there will be assessments filed 
against ticket treasurers with fines 
probably added. Same goes for 
ticket agency brokers. If and when 
the claims are officially made, it is 
likely that the box office men will 
go into court to contest the govern- 
ment’s contention, in fact that ap- 
pears to be their only refuge. That 
at least one managerial office is in- 
volved but will fight separately is 
elso indicated. 


Rox office people have been 
bluntly told by the feds that no 
matter how they classify ice, 


whether it be for services rendered 
or as gratuities, such coin has been 
definitely tabbed as excess charges. 
Law stipulates that if theatres re- 
ceive more than the box office price 
from the agencies, it must be split 
with the collector 50-50: That is the 
twist in the regulations which is yet 
to be tested in court. 

Managers may also go to law over 
a2 rule issued by the Treasury De- 
partment calling for the use in legit 
theatres of only doublé-énd tickets. 
That type of ticket carries the loca- 
tion of the seat on both ends and 
the. new requirement is designed to 
afford a better check-up on tickets 
sold by agencies. Showmen have 
consulted attorneys to find out if the 
government can force the use of 
such tickets which cost 35% more 
than tickets generally in use. Set 
of tickets for an average theatre cost 
$23 per set, while the cost of double- 
enders is $31. Such tickets are oc- 
casionally used for hit shows for 
similar checking purposes. 

It develops that the government 
will look to the treasurer for the 
money due or alleged to have been 
withheld. Assistants in the box of- 
fice will not be held accountable, nor 
will house managers whether they 
participated in gratuities or not. 

It is reported that the insistence 
of the investigation is based on 
revelations reputed to have been set 
forth in a letter sent the collector by 
a treasurer who was let out last 
season. Although that has been 
emphatically denied, the informant 
will be liable to investigation and 
assessment elong with the others, 


TRIPLE WALTZ 
GETTING START 


Principals concerned with ‘The 
Three Waltzes,’ operetta which the 
Shuberts are readying, converged on 
New York this and last week. From 
the Coast arrived Oscar Straus, who 
is the contemporaneous contributor 
to the other two waltzes by Johann 
Straus, father and son (no rela- 
tions to the present-day tunesmith) 
which comprise the essence of the 
musical. 

On Monday from London and Paris 
came Laurence (Tony) Howard, who 
owns the British rights; Margaret 

nnerman, who will sing the femme 
lead opposite Michael Bartlett, and 








Irvin Marks, Paris rep for the Shu- | 


berts, who sold ‘Three Waltzes’ to 
J. J. Shubert after having seen it in 
Vienna. There it was first done by 
Paula Braufig and Piftori io, and in 
Paris, Albert Willemetz, who adapted 
the libretto, produced it with Pierre 
Fresnay and Yvonne Pri intemps. 

Howard has yet to do it in Lon- 
@on, but when and if he does, most 
likely Miss Bannerman will also star 
in it there. She was to have sung 
the leading role there ahead of 
"roadway, but the Shuberts ad- 
vanced the U. S. production. 


‘Spell’ for N. Y. 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 
on € production righis to ‘The 
= il,” drama by Charles Beahan and 
a ess Lily Hatveany, have been 
wired by Richard Aldrich. 
ToGucer will offer 
*OtGway next season. 





= Leslie Tagged for 
Scenery Haulage Bill 





Lew Leslie was served in an ac- 
tion in which Harry Schumer seeks 
judgment for $2,700. Claim is for 
hauling scenery and baggage of 
shows in which Leslie was inter- 
ested, bill dating back to 1932. Also 
included is a personal loan from the 
transfer man to Leslie. 

Understood Schumer ordered serv- 
ice of papers withdrawn with the 
idea of arriving at a settlement out 
of court. 
fer men’s association, no 
hauling can be secured by 
until the account is adjusted. 

Leslie is reported becoming con- 
nected with the Shuberts. 


Radio Plugs As 
Biz Stimulus 


further 
Leslie 








Campaign to attract out-of-town- 
ers to ‘Virginia,’ Center, Radio City, 
N.: Y., when visiting the metropolis, 
swung into action last week. Radio 
was stressed with two airings, extra 
space ads appeared in all the dailies 


and the Rockefeller-backed operetta 
was given attention in the Sunday 
drama columns. All the first string 
reviewers are at their desks and 
‘Virginia’ being the first and ‘only 
new show on the list, drew a break 
from the critics. . 

A condensed version of the show 
went on during the coast-to-coast 
Music Hall hour, WJZ, Sunday (12) 
with the singing cast participating, 
for which they received one-eighth 
additional salary. Several leads in 
‘Virginia’ previously were on the air 
with the Rudy Vallee program. 
while the show’s score was plugged 
by the band also. Music of the show 
is being favored by ether bands and 
others, with the likelihood that two 
or three numbers will reach the 
‘most played’ rating. 

Extra space insertions were ap- 
proximately 500 lines each, spacing 
being 133 lines across three columns. 
Cost was around $4,000. Billboard 
paper for ‘Virginia’ is appearing 
along the entire East coast. as far 
south as Florida. In addition trailers 
are being used in the Music Hall 
and are due into RKO theatres in 
town and out. Show will receive 
wide publicity by radio and picture 
houses through the RCA and RKO 
connection same as was accorded 
‘The Great Waltz,’ first legit show 
in the Center. 


‘Desert Song’s’ Sclo Week 








the play on, 


At K. C. Muny Auditorium 


‘The Desert Song’ will be the at- 
traction at the Kansas City Munici- 
pal auditorium for one week starting 
Friday (17), the engagement being 
under auspices. It will be the same 
company which recently appeared in 
the operetta presentation of the St. 
Louis Municipal Opera Co. 
bond for the K.C. date was ar- 
ranged by Richard Berger, managing 
director of the latter, and the Music 
Corporation of America, which fig- 
ured in the deal. 

Most of the leads had returned to 
New York but started for Kansas 
City last week for rehearsals. 
calls for two weeks’ salary although 
a single week is slated. In addition 
players are to get rehearsal pay. 
Same ensemble which appeared in 
| St. Louis, mace up of local talent, 
lis being used in the K.C. presenta- 





ition. 


Under the rules of the trans- | 


For ‘Virginia 


Salary | 


Date | 


‘WAY TAKING 





Hollywood Scouts 
| Optimistic, But of the 75 
| New Plays Tested, 19 
Probably Warrant a Pro- 
duction Try 





SOME OTHERS, TOO 





There are differences of opinion | 
about the product disclosed in the | 


bucolic showshops during the sum- 
mer of 1937 among the scouts for 
Hollywood, as well as the Broadway 
| Booners, yet the number of possi- | 
| bilities for regular presentation | 
about doubles last year. That sea- | 


son saw a new low 
among plays tried out in the straw- 
hats. 

Although the nominations approxi- 
mate a score, none is rated ready for 
metropolitan display without script 
and other changes. There were 
around 75 new plays tested, the same 
total for 1936, while the percentage 
of possibilities is 19 as against 10 
in 1936. 

The list of possibilities is made up 


of 42 plays covered and reported on, 
while the balance were judged from 
the scripts. A majority of the nomi- 
nations were’ presented during 
August, 
favorable selections were bunched 





‘Cassandra Kelly.’ 

‘The Secret Heart.’ 

‘At the Theatre.’ 

‘Marriage Royal.’ 

‘New Faces of 1937.’ 

‘Salute to Spring.’ 

‘The Trunk.’ 

‘Greatness Comes to the Maronis.’ 

‘Mariette.’ 

‘Two Time Mary.’ 

‘Damn Deborah.’ 

‘Stork on Skis.’ 

‘One-third of the Nation.’ 

*‘Day in the Sun,’ 

‘The Jazz Age.’ 

‘Step Into My Parlor,’ 

‘Triple Play.’ 

“Worse Things Happen at Sea.’ 

‘Many Mansions,’ 

All of the stage possibilities are 
also candidates for the screen, par- 
tially dependent on whether the 
plays are produced. In addition to 
this list, there are further screen 
nominations, whether or not they 
are given Broadway production. 
Those additions include ‘Western 
Union, Please’ and ‘The Man in 
Dress Clothes.’ These have definite 
film possibilities, because containing 
basic ideas. 

Other plays tried out in the woods 
and also mentioned for Broadway, 
casually or otherwise, are ‘Reno,’ 
‘Retreat from Folly,’ ‘Double Ex- 


constant Moon’ (also called ‘Feather 
in the Breeze’), ‘Calling All Men,’ 
‘Accidental Family,’ ‘Never Trouble 
Trouble, ‘The Devil's Moon’ and a 
musicalized ‘Man in Dress Clothes.’ 
| None of this group seems to have 
|much chance of being heard from 
later, however. 

| Three of the possibilities were 
| tr ied out in Denis, Mass, Cpae Cod. 
itwo at Stockbridge, Mass., with 
1one each at Provincetown, Newport, 
| Mt. Greina, Pa.; Ogonquit, Me.; 





| Skowhegan; Ivoryton, Conn.: South- 
ampton; Milford, Conn.; Suffern, 
Matunuck and Poughkeepsie. In the 


latter spot ‘One-third of the Nation’ 
was done by a WPA outfit. It is a 
short play ‘about an hour and 30 
minutes) along the lines of the ‘liv- 
ing newspaper’ and may reach the 
| boards with a curtain raiser. 

The usual 
ments attached to most of the sum- 
j;mer tryouts ere ‘well written, but’; 
‘some parts very funny’; ‘with 
enouch revision,’ ‘difficult to pre- 
dict’: ‘fe'rly diverting,’ ete. Two 

possibilities are thrill plays of the 
| murder mysiery type. 


Not so} 


in possibilities | 


which explains why the} 


during that period. The possibilities: | 


posure,’ ‘Prodigal Father,’ ‘The In- | 


intra-Broadway com- | 








| 





IN ORDER TO CAST ’EM 
WOODS WILL TRAIN ’EM 


| 

| 

| A. H. Woods who announced two 

| plays for Broadway early this sea- 

| son, states the starting dates are un- 
certain because of difficulties in fill- 

ing the casts. 


Early this week the 
| veteran 


showman announced that 
| he would open a dramatic school, to 
| be spotted adjacent to the Algonquin 
| hotel, N. Y. 

Manager explained that was the 
only way he figures that new tal- 
|}ent can be developed. He claims 
| he was unable to secure needed peo- 
| ple in Hollywood. 








$20,000 IN TILL 
GUARANTEES 
ST. L. LEGIT 





St. Louis, Sept. 14. 
With orchestra seat subscriptions 
ifor legit attractions at American 
| theatre, already totaling $20,000 
| through efforts of Playgoers of S@ 


| Louis, a civic organization designed 
| to make this burg a 25-week legit 
|season is skedded to open Monday 
| (27) with ‘Tovarich.’ The 1937-38 
season will open four weeks earlier 
than last year. Other New York 
shows skedded for St. Louis show- 
ing are ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
for two weeks starting Oct. 25; ‘A 
Doll’s House,’ Nov. 8; ‘Leaning on 
Letty,’ Nov. 28; “The Women,’ Dec. 5. 

Under Playgoers’ plan a $1 mem- 
bership fee is paid and each person 
desiring an orchestra seat pays $25. 
First seven rows in the balcony re- 
quire a $20 deposit; next 12 rows, $15. 
Second balcony reservations require a 
$10 deposit. When the deposited 
sums are exhausted patrons are noti- 
fied and may obtain same reserva- 
tions by advancing another sum for 
deposit. Idea is going over in fine 
style and everything indicates that 
goal of a long legit season here will 
be fulfilled. 








‘Cheryl Crawford Gets 
New Holm Play After 


| He Shakes the Jinx 





John Cecil Holm, actor-author who 
climbed into note with “Three Men 
on a Horse,’ has finally shaken a 
| writing jinx which followed the suc- 
-cess of the comedy. He completed 
'a new play called ‘Four Cents a 
| Word,’ which spoofs the pulp maga- 
zines and which Chery] Crawford, 
former director with the Group 
Theatre, will present on her own. 

Instead of having confidence after 
the success of ‘Three Men,’ Holm 
took on a phobia and every time he 
started on a new play worried about 
| whether the material was as good as 
the horse bet show. When he started 
on ‘Four Cents’ he was encouraged 
by Miss Crawford and completed the 
script in four weeks. When she read 
|'the completed play, the stager of- 
| fered him an arrangement which he 
|could not reject. Understood to re- 
‘ceive an unusually large udvance 
royalty. For that reason none of the 
managers had a chance at the scripi. 

Lawrence Riley, whose first play 
‘Personal Appearance’ was also a 
click, appears to have the same men- 
tal quirk and has not finished one 
of the several plays he 
| deliver, 


prom 








ed to | Wi 


More Than 1,000 Repatriates 
ti ANCE QN PRO) | From the Cow-Pasture Theatres 
Storming B’way Casting Offices 


Folding of summer 
son has 


strawhat sea- 
1,000 
back to Broadway for seasonal look 


sent over players 


and walkaround in hopes of lining 
up acting assignments for the 
lar autumnal season: 


With the legit season later than 
ever this year the bucolic repatri- 
ates fecl they have an even chance 
of getting set somewhere in casts of 
the 183 contemplated legits an- 
nounced for current season. At any 
rate, they're renewing contact with 
the few active legit agents left 
around New York, also following 
any sort of clue on new productions 
by camping in offices showing any 
sort of production activity, now or 
in the near future. 

An illustration as to what extent 
the incomers are on the qui vive to 
garner anything that looks like an 
engagement was evidenced at the 
Hudson, N. Y., Fr iday (10) when 
Sam Grisman was 0.0. ‘Ing prospects 
for a production he is casting. Al- 
though Grisman had ordered his 
prospective players direct, word got 
around and before the appointed 
hour several hundred applicants 
had stormed the lobby of the theatre 
and stairs of office building. For a 
time it looked like other producers 
esconced in the building would have 
to resort to a riot call to get to their 
offices. Applicants made and main- 
tained a line more solid than regu- 
lation picket lines, taking no 
chances on anybody chiseling in 
ahead of them. Folks working in 
the building, whose physical ap- 
pearance were far beyond stage 
ty pas, were eventually permitted to 
pass to their offices, but under.sus- 
alition. 

The overflow, which had _ been 
aciing in the sticks all summer, in 
addition to the usual several hun- 
dred Coast-guarders who seldom 
leave New York unless upon show 
assignment, made up a considerably 
augmented big parade of job seekers 
suchas Broadway or environs hasn't 
seen for some time. Plenty of traf- 
fic in office buildings domiciling 
casting agencies or producers de- 
spite many of them hanging ‘Posi- 
tively No Casting’ signs in lobbies, 
elevators and any place possible, but 
even this did not stem the tide of 
several hundred thespians in quest 
of a job. 

Reasen for the added starters 
running around was the closing of 
about 70 of the 80 summer troupes 
calling it a season after Labor Day 
weckend. With each troupe having 
personnel of from 12 to 18 players 
and New York the nearest produc- 
ing center, they all flocked in. 
Walkarounds were an admixture of 
seasoned professionals and _ tyros. 
Latter having been automatically 
made actors through their strawhat 
initialers and subsequent induction 
into Equity. Latter, mostly young- 
sters, seemed to enjoy tremendously 
the tossing around. It is a new 
experience until the novelty wears 
off. 

At any rate, legit producers can- 
not squawk about scarcity of actors 
being around, unless they are par- 
ticular as to kind. There'll be an- 
other influx in next twcek when the 
other glorified barns call the cows 
back and more headaches for the 
‘no’ men of the casting agencies and 
producers’ offices. 


regu- 








Coward’s Tonight’ Group 
Lights Up L. A. Bilimore 


Los Angeles, Sept. 14 

Eilimore relights (20) after be:ng 
da:k several weeks, with Noe! Cow- 
ard’s ‘Tonight at 8:30" (group of nine 
snort plays) in for two weeks. 

Fiim colony is expecied to 
iest considerable intere:t in the plays 
bv reason of Mary Astor, Estelle 
nwood, Helen Chandler and 
Bramwell Fletcher being in the casts, 


manie 
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More Shaking Up in FTP Ranks; 


Kondelf New Production Head 


FIP MAY LEASE PHILLY == 
HOUSE FOR NEGRO UNIT ,"';,otring,wit,be, Spunszine 


| with Dorothy Aley 


Another shake-up in the Federal 
Theatre Project was made last week 
when George Kondolf, formerly in 
charge of the federal relief stage ac- 
tivities in Chicago, was appointed 
director of the project in New York 
There are so many titles in the out- 
fit that Kondolf’s position is not 
clearly identified but it is stated that 
he will be in charge of production. 

Philip Barber who followed Elmer 
Rice last year is now named as 
‘chairman of the production board.’ 
He is named as one of Kondolf’s as- 
sistants. Another assistant is James 
A. Ullman who won some attention 
when teamed with Sidney Harmon, 
but has done little managerially in 
the past season. Also Archie Hill 
who was assistant to J. Howard Mil- 
ler brought on from the Coast as 
‘deputy ational director’ under 
Hallie Flanagan. — 

The name of Herman Shumlin was | 
mentioned as the probable director 
of a WPA play. but latter disclaims 
any such intention. Shumlin is on 
the advisory board which has 
occasionally been consulted by Mrs. 
Hallie Flanagan. Board includes 
Burns Mantle and Brooks Atkinson. 

There are some 16 attractions in 
rehearsal, four being designed for 
showing close to the amusement 
zone. FTP has two theatres in the 
Broadway district, the Adelphi and 
Maxine Elliott, but sought another 
pair. None was found available. One 
admission attraction operating is 
‘Horse Play,’ a colored show at the 
Lafayette, Harlem, which is getting 
around $6 inte 


FTP’S ATLANTA UNIT 
HAS GOOD SHOW SKED 


Atlanta, Sept. 14. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ which opens to- 
night at Atlanta theatre, marks first 
in ambitious series of legit produc- 
tions here by Federal Theatre 
Project. John Cameron has replaced 
Roy Elkins as producer here. Elkins 
has gone to WPA unit at Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

Other plays scheduled are ‘Anna 
Christie, ‘Gilded Age,’ ‘Nigh of 
January 16,’ ‘Mask and Face,’ and 
‘Excursion.’ During November group 
will also take part in a production 
based on history of Atlanta as part 
of city’s centennial celebration. 


‘Star Wagon’ Preem May 
Give Pitts. Good Start 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 14. 

Legit season at Nixon finally gets 
starting signal Monday (20) with 
pre-Broadway showing of Maxwell 
Anderson’s ‘Star. Wagon.’ Show was 
originally figured to play under 
ATS auspices but six-play series of 
subscription group won’t start until 
Oct. 11 when ‘Madame _ Bovary’ 
comes in, Incidentally, subscription 
list this season is near 3,000 mark, 
insuring around $6,000 gross before 
show opens, an increase of 1,500 
members over 1936 mark. 

Following ‘Star Wagon,’ house gets 
‘Brother Rat,’ with other attractions 
already set following: ‘Bovary,” Oct. 
11; ‘Antony and Cleopatra,’ Oct. 18; 
‘Tovarich’ (Marta Abba company), 
Oct. 25, and ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
Thanksgiving week. 


Sydney Fox Withdrawing 
From ‘Wonderful Time’ 


Sydney Fox who replaced Kather- 
ine Locke in ‘Having Wonderful 
Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y., is withdraw- 
ing from the cast after next week, 
Helen Golden, understudy, taking 
the lead. Miss Fox says she is tired, 
having worked through the hottest 
wec's in the summer. Show is ex- 
pected to continue into November 
and Miss Fox plans a rest, figuring 
on going into a new show by that 

















time. 
‘here may be another angle to 
her withdrawal. When Miss Fox 


joined ‘Time’ she accepted a sum- 
mer salary with the understanding 
a boost would be made by the first 
of September, management giving 
no indication of so doing during the 
p ~vo weeks. Cast has been on a 
Cc ‘ rosular salaries now apply 
according to the agreement with 
Equity when the slice went in. 


| *Truckin’ 
| that it was on the road in Pennsy. 





Philadelphia, Sept. 14. 

Downtown house, either Erlanger 
or Walnut, being sought by Federal 
Theatre project here for presenta- 
tion of ‘Jericho’ by colored troupe. 
Negro unit of FTP has been by far 
the most successful. More than a 
million persons saw its last show 
Along’ in year and a half 


Okay side of FTP opened three- 


|month season last Wednesday night 


in a newly acquired house of its 
own. Spot is a 400-seater in sub- 
urban Drexel Hill. Formerly used 
by strawhatters, it was known as 
Craftsmen’s theatre. Obtained on 
| percentage deal and name changed 
to Federal theatre. 





KEEP LEGITS OUT 
OF MONTREAL 


Montreal, Sept. 14 

Cancellation of 
was to have opened a fall and win- 
ter season of legit at His Majesty’s 
theatre here Sept. 20 looks like col- 








plays for the first time in several 
years, Action was forced on thea- 
tre by International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees. 


Ruckus started end of August with 
expiry of contract between Consoli- 
dated Theatres Ltd., operating Pal- 
ace, Capitol, Princess, Imperial and 
His Majesty’s, and Montreal local 
262 affiliated to the IATSE. CT, 
Ltd. offered new contract which was 
refused and the theatre organization 
replaced all operators in Capitol, 
Palace and Princess with members 
of the National Union of Theatrical 
Employees, a braneh of the All- 
Canadian Congress of Labor. 

IATSE retaliated with notification 
to Gilbert Miller, producer of “Tova- 
rich’ that the road crew of stage 
hands he carried with the play 
would not be permitted to work in 
Montreal, 

Unless a new agreement is reached 
between Consolidated Theatres, 
Limited and IATSB, cancellation 
will apply to all other bookings an- 
nounced for His Majesty’s, includ- 
ing ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ ‘Brother Rat,’ 
‘Richard II,’ and a rtory of plays 
feauring Katharine dornell. 


Grisman Sues for $13,300 
On Showboat Smashup 


Claims amounting to $13,300 have 
been filed in the UW. S$. Court of 
Claims by Sam Grisman as the re- 
sult of an accident which caused the 
suspension of the showboat com- 
pany of “Tobacco Road’ this summer. 
Show was being presented aboard 
the Dixiana anchored in the harbor 
of Michigan City, Ind. The showboat 
was rammed by the U. S. coast guard 
cutter Hawk, damaging the pro- 
duction and vessel to sueh an extent 
| that further performances 
cancelled. 

It is contended that a sailor was at 
the helm of the government boat in- 
stead of an officer. The itemized 
list of claims include an estimated 
loss of $5,000 in profits. Other size- 
able items include damage to the 
scenery and transportation of the 
actors and stage crew. Smallest 
amount listed is for costumes lost or 
damaged. 

The accident occured last July but 
prior to that the show had been in 
a series of controversies with the 
local authorities. Show management 
said that as the boat was in govern- 


ment waters a license was not 
necessary. 
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‘Tovarich’ which | 


lapse of the plan to give Montreal | 











Sania Barbara Elite 
Gives Lift to Pic Tyros 


Santa Barbara, Sept. 14. 
Montecito Theatre Guild has been 
launched in the socialite colony by 
Klive Kraft with the idea of using it 





as a trial ground for motion picture 


in the femme 
lead. Kraft will afford opportunities 
for Hollywood film players who have 
not reached top grade. 


HAMMERSTEIN 
TAX CASE OUT 














NYTPA Now Eager for Union Affiliate 





Talking Closed Shop and Other Things 


ST. LOO MUNY OPERA 
PAYS OFF GUARANTORS 


St. Louis, Sept. 13. 

Municipal Theatre Association last 
week mailed refund checks to the 
guarantors of the 1937 season which 
came to a close Aug. 29 on the right 
side of the ledger, drawing an all 
time attendance record of 774,958. 
There were 934 individuals and 
firms, the largest number of guaran- 
tors in the history of the al fresco 
theatre, subscribing to the largest 


| guarantee fund, $107,980, prior to the 





Government income _ tax __ suit 
against Mrs. Dorothy Hammerstein, 
wife of Arthur Hammerstein, the 
producer, was dismissed on motion 
Saturday (11) by Federal Judge 
Robert P. Patterson, who held that 
she could not be held responsible 
for her husband’s income, although 
they had filed a joint return in 1931. 
She is the former Dorothy Dalton, 
actress. 

Government filed suit In 1932 
against the Hammersteins to recover 
a deficiency income tax of $14,000, 
plus interest on the joint income of 
both for the year 1931, although the 
Hammersteins reported a net loss of 
$185,000 for that year. 

In dismissing the case against Mrs. 
Hammerstein, Judge Patterson held 
there was a question of whether her 
liability for tax was barred when 
the suit to collecfé was commenced. 
He also held that the law passed in 
1928 barred the government from 
collecting a tax on which it had 
made no assessment within two years 
following the filing of the return. 
It is expected Arthur Hammerstein 
will also move for dismissal of the 
suit on the same grounds. 


GALLO-SHUBERT TALK 
CHAIN OPERETTA IDEA 


Season of outdoor operetta re- 
vivals ended Sunday (12) at Ran- 
dall’s Island, N. Y., one week later 
than Jones Beach, both enterprises 
being presentations of Fortune Gallo 
and J. J. Shubert. Combo plans to 
establish a string of outdoor revival 
stands outside of New York, such 
spots being located this side of the 








|opening of the 19th season. 





Mississippi. 

Planned to secure concessions 
from Equity in the matter of missed 
performances caused by inclement 
weather. Number of times the 
island and beach were rained out 
was unusual, especially in compar- 
ison to St. Louis where only one per- 
formance was forced to cancel, start- 
ing time of several others being put 
back but the shows were given. 

At the beach this summer there 
was a new arrangement with the 
Park Dept., which received 25% of 
the takings over $17,000 weekly. 
Takings are said to have averaged 
slightly more than that level. City 
was paid $200 nightly for the use 
of the island stadium after having 
provided an enormous, movable 
stage which could not have other- 
wise been secured except at pro- 
hibitive cost. Stage was built mostly 

with WPA labor. 


Current wy Shows 


Week of Sept. 12 


‘Blow Ye Winds,’ Shubert, Boston, 

‘Brother Rat,’ National, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn, Chicago. 

“George and Margaret,’ Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,’ Em- 
bassy, Portchester, N. Y. (14). 

‘Mulatto,’ Brighton, Brighton, 
N. Y. (13). 

‘Room Service,’ 
Philadelphia. 

‘Room Service,’ Geary, 
cisco. 

‘Star 
(16-18), 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Shubert, Newark, 
N. J. (13), 

‘Victoria Regina’ (Helen Hayes), 
— Aud, Hartford, Conn. (16- 

. 

‘Women,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ 








Chestnut Street, 
San Fran- 


Wagon,’ Erlanger, Buffalo 





Harris, Chicago, 


How- 
ever, the underwriters advanced 
only half of their pledges as work- 
ing capital, the amount being re- 
turned to them last week. 

The theatre association also has 
sent the guarantors renewal blanks 
for the elaborate 20th anniversary 
celebration next summer. 

Plans are under way for the 1938 
season and a_ special committee, 
headed by Mayor Dickmann, is at 
work on the local features in con- 
nection with the anniversary ac- 
tivities. 


MRS. LEBLANG 
SUED ON TAX 
RETURNS 





Tillie LeBlang, widow of Joe 
LeBlang, theatre ticket broker, was 
sued Saturday (11) in U. &. District 
Court, N. Y., by the government 
which wants to collect $29,203 plus 
6% interest as alleged deficiency 
taxes against LeBlang’s estate for the 
years 1927, 1928 and 1930. 

U. S. Attorney Lamar Hardy in his 
complaint against Mrs, LeBlang as 
executrix of the estate, charges her 
with distributing assets of the late 
ticket broker and paying creditors 
without respecting the priority rights 
of the government. It is alleged the 
estate owes, plus interest, $16,051 for 
1927; $10,742 for 1928 and $2,409 for 
1930. LeBlang died April 17, 1931. 

Joe LeBlang agency has been re- 
organized and stock issued to the 
heirs as set forth in the will of the 
late ticket magnate. There is one 
class of stock under the new ar- 
rangement, 624% of the total going 
to the widow, Tillie Leblang Jasie, 
and her children, the balance going 
to Matty Zimmerman, Joey Keith 
and Hughie LeBlang, a brother. 

Mrs. LeBlang is president, Zim- 
merman v.p., and Keith treasurer. 
Agency is still operating under trus- 
tees appointed by the state because 
the estate is involved in the settle- 
ment of the defunct Union Bafik’s 
affairs, deceased having been the 
principal stockholder. 


‘Calling All Men’ Not 
Getting B’way Call—Yet 


Leonard Sillman has shuffled 
plans and again set back opening of 
‘Calling All Men,’ which was to 
have preemed at the Maryland, 
Baltimore, next week (20) with lat- 
ter house getting road company of 
‘Dead End’ booked through the 
Jules Leventhal enterprises to bridge 
the gap left vacant because of can- 
eellation of ‘Men’ booking. Sillman 
is holding up ‘Men’ because of 
angling for a coupla new names for 
the cast, but there are also other 
reports around as to cause of post- 
ponement. With switch of plans 
show will not come into Windsor, 
N. Y., on sked, but understood house 
has given Sillman respite, and when 
ready may pass up out of town 
break-ins to open cold in N.Y. 

_ Sillman also has another musical, 
‘New Faces of 1937,’ worrying him 
for spotting and may send this in 
for the Windsor date two weeks 
hence if unable to get ‘Calling All 
Men’ ready. Latter show got favor- 
able notices on its recent strawhat 


test at Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 
Mass., Aug. 30. 











Meeting of the New York Theatri- 
cal Press Agents, held last Thursday 
(9), was not the harmonious session 
expected and although it was voted 
to go ahead and seek managerial sig- 
natures to the group’s basic agree. 
ment, other matters intervened. One 
had to with becoming a white 
collar labor union, while another in- 
dicated the idea of at least some 
p.a.’s that the NYTPA should adopt 
a partial closed shop. 


do 


One speaker suggested that the 
matter of preference in securing 
Broadway assignments should be 


made one of the association’s poli- 
cies. It was cited that a junior mem- 
ber had secured one of the early 
prize p.a. berths and the proponent 
wanted to know why some senior 
p.a. should not have gotten the job. 
If a rule providing for seniority is 
adopted it would be tantamount to 
the group telling the managers who 
they cannot engage. 
Anent Priority 

Case in point is that of an ex- 
hewspaper man, The question 
brought out the fact that the NYTPA 
has changed its membership require- 
ments and senior members 
have worked 40 weeks as press 
agents for Broadway attractions 
within a five-year period. Originally 
the requirement .was for two years 
in such jobs without the actual num- 
ber of weeks as such being speci- 
fied. The former scribe has 24 
weeks to his credit. Another recent 
p.a. job was given to another news- 
paperman who is not yet a member 
of the NYTPA,. Question of one p.a. 
handling more than one show has 
not arisen because several standouts 
in the publicity ranks have several 
attractions. 

Contention of those who are seek- 
ing the priority regulation is that 
there are more p.a.’s than there are 
jobs and that therefore those in the 
craft should receive managerial rec- 
ognition over newcomers. Also point- 
ed out however that a good percen- 
tage of p.a.’s were newspapermen and 
it is not infrequent for them to re- 
turn to such jobs during slack times 
in show business. 


Present trend in the NYTPA ap- 
pears to have switched, apparently 
favoring a labor union affiliation. 
Originally the Broadway p.a. bunch 
was against that plan and their 
members were called ‘high hats’ by 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, With the informa- 
tion that the group could have au- 
tonomy in the TMAT, there came a 
change in viewpoint. To clear up 
the situation the p.a.’s have asked 
James Brennan, IATSE vice-presi- 
dent to address the next meeting, 
be held Thursday (16). 

Union angle took on fresh signi- 
ficance when the Theatre League 
tabled the signaturing of the basic 
agreement, at the suggestion of IA. 
NYTPA people are expected to se- 
cure individual managerial signatures, 
it being stated that the showmen 
have no objection to so doing, also 
that the league is not stalling but 
merely lethargic. Argued that if the 
TMAT can go ahead without waiting 
for the IA to take it in, there is no 
reason why the p.a. group should 
not proceed similarly. 


CROMWELL EAST TO 
DIRECT GUILD’S ‘GHOST’ 


Holly wood, Sept. 14. 

John Cromwell planed for New 
York to direct the Theatre Guild's 
‘The Ghost of Yankee Doodle,’ by 
Sidney Howard. 

Cromwell's last film assignment 
was directing Selznick International’s 
‘The Prisoner of Zenda.’ 


Gillmore Still Abed 


Frank Gillmore is sill confined t9 
his home and although weak is ¢x- 


must 











pected back in his office late this 
week, 
Weekly council session Tuesday 


(14) was again curtailed. 
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Rat Still Chis Leader vith MGs ete Con Weather Hypoed Legit Survivors; | 


‘Women’ to 8(’s, Buffalo 


Cant’ Swel at 126's for 32d Wk. sure, seo» | Newcomer Virginias Take Below Par 


Buffalo’s legit season got auspi- 
+. cious start Thursday night (9), open- 
; : ing with ‘The Women.” Max Gord . 

Chicago, Sept. 14. Shows In Rehearsal | was on hand with party iontadiies Although one attraction has pre- | $27,000 at the Center for its first full 
Sunday (19) will see local legit - Harry M. Goetz and Nat Dorfman, |™iered on Broadway this fall the | week Takings were much under 
threesome with the entry of ‘The V’d Rather Be Right’—Sam | Business for the three-day engage- | Season will finally evince activity |expectations. There is little call in 
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: | men 9a 3 us . ting | next week when four new shows | the agencies and the estimated gross 
Women’ at the Erlanger to augment H. Harris. $8,000, War Se Op Deaee, Be eal | DOW in. Three or four more new | is reputed to exceed the sxtunl 
‘Brother Rat’ at the Selwyn and ‘Anthony and  Cleopatra’— The Buffalo Times went overboard | Shows are due in the final week of |count. Indications are that the op- 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ at the Rowland Stebbins. with stories, editorials and art, seek- September (week of 27th), which is |eretta must principally depend on 
Harris _‘French Without Tears’— ng to enlist public support for com- en wh . yt pe toomend a | Visitors and an out-of-town cam- 

: vet sie quite the Crand avail Gilbert Miller. ing legit season. Buffalo Broadcast- | “ nth ~~" e- amare ae a ee has sal ted Page 

; This leaves only 1 TE avs ‘Wise Tomorrow’ Bernard ing Co. (WGR) put on two special |™ont™ 1: - snort of other seasons. Exce ptionally cool weather again 

4] able in the loop for future legit ac- Klawans-Warners. broadcasts, one at the railway sta-| ‘Virginia,’ the sole new arrival, | last week after the probable final 

tivities, and that is reserved for ‘Yes, My. Darling Daughier’ a Sere See nee + Coen Reve some are eee 

3 ‘Babes in Arms’ some time in Oc- (road )—Alfred de Liagre. 
tober. Studebaker on the avenue ‘Leaning on Letty’ (road)— 


will evidently have its best legit Martin Broomes. 


season in years due to the growing anmee Faces’—Leonard Sill- 
scarcity of legit houses. Last year ‘How Come , Lawd’—Negro 

it housed ‘Dead End.’ WPA has three Theatre Guild. 

of the older legit houses, Blackstone, ‘Tovarich’ (r1road)—Gilbert 

Great Northern and Princess. Miller. | 

the Shubert office. den, : 

Estimates for Last week On Lecoties’—Semuel 
Golding. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Selwyn (1,000; $2.75) 
(4th week). Getting a fine night 


‘Can’t Take It With You’ continues | 6g Bminy a Heart’—Barratt || 
s : : j an ilips. 
as the ripley show of the loop, going | Sdaue the vaey -—Thesian 
play. Extra holiday matinee and in e ‘ 9,9 il : 
nine times got $14,000. 1 Ives { ' 
‘Yeu Can’t Take It With You,’ Har- ea 
+ yis (1,000; $2.75) (32nd week). Rid- ; 
? ing along with the breeze, and 9 
scheduled to be the Methuselah of rst rs . 
the year. Again close to $12,000. § . 3 x fl C é 
. ege 
gives scientific support 


into its 32nd week at a remarkable Guild. 
WPA 
- always stays cool 


pace. Holding up on its gross week 
‘Monesh,’ Great Northern. Yiddish e 9 
folk pageant. Got excellent notices a fart 
on its production. 
and comfortable 


after week. Much of this excellent 
One-act series, Princess. Good 
2 











‘Tovarich’ (road )—Gilbert 










coin strength is due and has been Miller. , : 
due to the bang-up press relations To Quito and Back’—Thea- 
this show has enjoyed, through its tre Guild. 

| handling by Gertrude Bromberg of ‘Susan and God’—John Gol- 

















notices and word-of-mouth. 





: Boston, Sept. 14, 


6 > ?6.° ‘Can’t Take It With You,’ opening 
oom rvice here Labor Day, whammed out a 
nice opening week and is set for an 


indefinite stay at the Plymouth. 


. ‘Blow Ye Winds,’ a new one, starring 
e| Henry Fonda, was generally ap- 
Wi 3 ’ proved by the press and is getting 


good word-of-mouth around town as 





it shapes up for Broadway. 


Two new entries are slated for ie é ge ONLY 
' a e un Sept. 20: “To Quito and Back,’ a new 3 a sae 
one, for the Colonial, and ‘Victoria Es ss Se ee SSS ss 


Regina,’ with Helen Hayes, four 


weeks at the Shubert. ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ opens at the Copley, recently Penlge. 
San Francisco, Sept. 14.__| renovated by the Shuberts, Oct. 4. LL OVER the country rence — enthusiastic 
‘Room Service’ is such a big hit at Estimates for Last Week about The Bracer. Particularly actors, 


the Geary theatre here that its run ‘Can’t Take It With You’ (Ply- 
may be extended from four to five | mouth); ($2.20 1st week)—Took the 
weeks if the current pace is main- | town by storm, set off by big turn- 
tained. Opening with a bang, the| away biz on holiday. Initial stanza 
comedy almost fared as well in its! very big, $12,000. 

second stanza as it did in its initial ‘Blow We Winds’ (Shubert: $2.75 
frame. “Yes My Darling Daughter,’ | 1st week)—Although not socko, de- 
with Florence Reed, follows ‘Room | velopments are rather encouraging. 
Service’ into the Geary some time/ First frame about $8,000 for seven 


next month. performances. One more week. 
Power’ at the Alcazar Theatre 


closed Saturday, Sépt. 11, after a 


fo k . a 
: so atl for Last Week ‘Rat’ Inaugs P revidence 
iRoom Service; Geary (nd week)! Ag Full Week Legit Stand 


rr $13,000 preceding week. Con- 
eeding mG On tte Toe in After many seasons when legit at- 
skedded to move South after en-| #actions were booked for one to 
gagement here. three days or there were no shows 
WPA for long periods, Providence, R. I., 
‘Power,’ Alcazar (4th week) (1,269; | ROW figures to become a week stand. 
0c). Didn’t fare as well as some of | Phat was indicated by the booking 
the other FTP plays. Take for the|°f ‘Brother Rat’ there last week, 
urth and final stanza fell below | show turning in a profitable gross. 
000. Takings were around $8,000 with a 
$2.20 top at the Playhouse. 


R * 9g ‘Rat’ company which played 
00m Service Gets 126 Providence had been appearing at 
As Phill ’ k the Biltmore, N. Y., and it was = 
first week out. Attraction is stil 

y $ Pacema er operating in the New York spot, cast 

now being virtually the same as 
Philadelphia, Sept. 14. when the comedy opened. De- 

There were no complaints about | pendent on business it will remain 
the biz turned in by Philly’s solo| during the fall, but may move to 
show which opened the legit season| another theatre, Biltmore being 
#t the Chestnut Street Opera House | slated to house Warners ‘Wise To- 


last Monda ; 

‘ce y (6). - > . “eh Z ‘cal 
With the aid of unexpected activity ens ee ms poe 
onday when the Jewish | holiday ~ NS ees 

fon the return of many shore vaca- 


Onists due to th in weather. 
oom Service ora . . aa Future Plays 


dancers and other stage performers who find 
in The Bracer a supporter belt perfectly 
adapted to their profession. They know that t 
on any stage, at any time, you look better— ) ee 
feel better, too, in The Bracer! 


Scientifically designed by Bauer & Black, 
famous makers of surgical dressings and the 
world’s largest manufacturers of athletic sup- 
porters, The Bracer supports without binding 
—is always cool and comfortable. The Bracer 
instantly takes inches off your waistline—gives 
you a better, healthier posture—makes you 
look trimmer, younger. 


A Bauer & Black product, The Bracer is made 
of the finest materials under the most sanitary 
conditions. Knitted of two-way stretch “Lastex” 
yarn, four removable ribs at the top prevent 
rolling and the convenient soft yarn fly-front 
allows comfortable all-day wear. No buckles 
or buttons to bother you. Won’t rub or chafe. 


Try The Bracer today—insist on The Bracer 
label. Only the Bauer & Black Bracer has se 
many outstanding features. At department, 
drug, haberdashery and sporting goods stores. 


THE 


BRACER 


If your dealer cannot supply you with The Bracer, simply 
fill out and mail this coupon with a check of money order, 


Price $2.00 (Canada $2.75). 
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BAUER & BLACK, Dept. A-48, 2500 So. Dearborn St., 
(In Canada, Station K, Toronto) Chicago, Hl. 


to a swell 
a ane wound up the first of its 
weeks’ here with a $12,500 gross. ee 
Next Monday sees onnier on ‘Gypsy Prince,’ an ope retta with 
etty’ _With Charlotte Greenwood | book, lyrics and music by Countess 
—, into the same house for a| Patricia Martinez de Rivas will 
night's Stay and at the same time.| reach production via John J. 
c Erlanger will re-light for the} Livingston. 
Season with ‘Tobacco Road,’ paying : rr! 
its fifth visit here. That also is for| ‘Violence’ is the drama to be pre- 
‘wo weeks, ; sented by Carley Wharton, show be ¥ 
Estimate for Last Week ing first reported to be ‘Violets. 
‘Room Service (Chestnut) (1st wk) | New title will probably be selected. 
Let6:-$2.50 \—With aid of unexpec-| ‘Journeyman,’ dramatized by Al- . City 
comedy oni start Labor Day night,| fred Hayes and Leon Alexander 
cellent $12 Sey to. an €X-|from a novel by Erskin Caldwell 
for inexpensive > gd ‘Leaning on announced by Sam Byrd for early et NEES 
ly’ next Monday. — : fall production. ae 
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Plays Out of Town 





BLOW YE WINDS 


Boston, Sept. 12. 


Coamody in three acts and eitht scenes by 


Velentine Davies, proiuced and staged by 
Arvin He vsins, opening Sept. 7, 7, at 
ts “huebort. Stars Henry Fonda, features 
Peecta Palton, 
Tom Wins ...cccccccrecssseces Tames Dooly 
Ha CHAMO. 60.46 cdorcocsewere Henry Fonda 
‘ TOPE vc cccctsvdegore Harry Hlermsen 
Ge + Cat co was ve . Albert Haves 
A Bake aces eben me ee linda Lee till 
Tocent Allison ieee . Bleine Cordner 
oh mer se _.Dor's Malton 
I ’ tin I n 4 .-Blair Davies 
«> » Flard ss KEdvar i er 
hen ay } Helton Murdoc': | 
|* 1 Ma Rockwell 
jie Vek .Fkdeor hi 
An ito Man james Clairton 
Arthur Hopkins must have taken a ; 
da>*n. lon* breath before deciding to 


neotuce this one for Henry Fonda’s 
first levit starring vehicle. 

The plot is old and thin, there is 
no dramatic ‘action, the dialog 
seams endless, it’s a half hour 
too long,. picture < possibilities are 
urattractive, im soots it is censor- 
iblv sexy and profuse'y profane, and 
the main set is to» tough for ordi- 
nary stock use. 

Yet on opening night it 
make the rade as a sophisticated 
comedv. The dislog crackles with 
nvural lauths and instead of letting 
down after a well-sustained first act. 
the plot of the cternal conflict of 


love between people who never 
thin’ alike, carries throuzh on a thin 
steel thread of story right to the 


fir’! curtain. 

Henry Fonda and Doris Dalton 
wore genuine surprises opening 
nitht. Fonda. instead of over- 
stressing his lethargic role as was 
ferred after his Hollywood coaching. 
turr2d in a remarkably natural and 
fiawlecs delineation of a devil-may- 
care young Dartmouth graduate who 
is ‘entirely content to avgid -real 
work by renting his sailing ‘sloop to 
sov'saty fishing parties. 

Miss Dalton in.the supporting role 
of a comely career woman devoting 
her life to research work in philos- 
onvhy -and psvchology was even a 
greater, surprise. She falis in lov2 
wih the tariturn and’ blunt-speakin? 
young sailboat vaabond. With 
onen eves she finally takes moon- 
livht sailire trips with him to see 
what -will happen. It does, and the 
dinloz :about. the night together 
stranded on a sandbar is not subtle 
or anything for Will Hays or Liitle 
R "Io. 

From here the story develops when 
ths idle conquest bv the sailor turns 
ints rval love, He follows her to the 
city, she induces him to go to work, 
he «ets a job as a tu~boat deckhand, 
and finally, hating clandestine rela- 
tionship, he marries her. She forges 
eyoad in hr science and he finds 
bh mself on the way to success in the 
ovice of the tugboat company. They 
qu®rrel and he goes back to his boat 
and his freedom from petticoats. The 
fir-l-curtain brings them into a lov- 
e-s" clinch again, after they have fin- 
ivhed all the details of a divorce, and 
they are left hand in hand trying to 
cerry their lives on as best they can. 

The comedy is natuvsl,.with few 
si’ uations and fewer ‘in-by-the-heel’ 
gors.. The Jauths pop steadily with 
sonhisticated frankness that makes 
it >ossible that Valentine Davies may 
bhay~ been pounding his typewriter 
uy» the wrone alley in writing mainly 
mrctory melodramas. Fonda tosses 
bh’; taciturn retorts like a veteran 
in laugh-timing and even his off- 
eo!or sophistry is devoid of smug or 


sev'rk. He is essentially a he-man 
th ouch it all, a man who wants his 
Ww an and doesn’t hint. 

Sexnically there are only two sets 
fo: the eight scenes, one of them 
bring a conventional interior, al- 
thosh splendidly done. The other 


is a 
g* 


20-foot fully rigved cutter- 
yrcot on the stage with action on 


had a’ 
de Jnite click end Jooks as if it may 


the deck and a tough baby for the 
stage crew. 

| Supporting cast shapes up as. will- 
do, although Edgar Stelhi’s 

bit as the old scientist who wishes 
he could have been a tug-boat cap- 
| tain is outstanding. 

Hopkins feels that he has a poten- 
tial profit-maker in ‘Blow Ye Winds.’ 
After pruned of superfluous dialog 
| it should have better than average 
feo of surviving as crisp and 
| 





natural sophisticated comedy, with 
two surprising character portrayals 
| by Fonda and Miss Dalton. Libbey. 


| HONOR BRIGHT 


| New Haven, Sept. 11. 
D na Ir three acts, five scene by 


M ela O'H« , featur 


ng Katharine 








| Alexan er Staged by Louis M. Simon; 
seis Wiliam Kli presented by Mes-rs 
Shubert the Shubert, Sept. 8-11, ‘37; 
2.20 top 
Kathryn Darrow .... Katharine Alexander 
Sophie Krakow ......... Francesca Lenni 
ee WEEE ccavesntescacd Giles Kellogg 
Julianna Marshal ........ Mary McQuade | 
a a ano S's ie waa Judson Laire | 
Josephine Blane .......... Kathrya Givaney 
Glenn Worthing .......... Romana Bohnen | 
hn We ee ee John Alexander 
Re ee Kdward Butler 
Mrs, Parsons ............ Madeleine King 
Ree Ea a eee . Merbert Fisher 
Unless something radical is done 
| about this one (and that looks like 
|a tough assignment) before it hits 


Broadway, the general verdict is apt 
to be who cares? A lot of words 
pour over the footlights, many easy 
on the ears, but too many just words, 
a couple of tense moments are spot- 
ted throughout the evening and there 
is some capable acting by a large} 
troupe, but when it’s all added up} 
the result is just mediocre entertain- 
ment. The play is about the vrob- 
lems of a school teacher and they’ve 
carried out the high school atmos- 
phere so. successfully it’s hard to} 
shed. the impression that the whole | 
thing is something put on by the} 
senior class for commencement week. | 
. In her first playwriting effort Miss | 
O’Harra has done a_better-than- 
ordinary job as far as play construc- 
tion, etc., is concerned. She'll prob- 
ably get somewhere eventually. 
Play is décidedly a woman’s play. | 
Author Jhas brushed over practically 
every emotional subject from per- 
version to illicit love, handling theso 
subjects, however, from the psycho- 
logic>l viewpoint rather than the 
merely sensational angle. . Kathryn 
Darrow is a hypersensitive teacher 
wh? tries to solve her students’ so- 
cial problems as well as educational. 


minor | 


poard, whatever it may be, as a final 
curtain, y 

| ‘saey ve brought Katharine Alex- 
| ander back froin Hollywood for the 
| role of the teacher who ultimately 
| discovers that an educator usually 
| purns her own fingers when she tries 
to inject herself into tue personal 
| lives of adolescent pupils. Miss Alex- 
anaer plays the pari incelligently 
and in several instances holds the 
play in line solely through her act- 
ing ability. She makes a love in- 
erest between the teacher and tne 


boy student less far-fetched than it) 


might otherwise have been. 

Giles Kellogg, opposice miss Alex- 
ander, does a thoroughly good job 
in a role calling for a variety of 
emotions; Mary McQuadz fits nicely, 
both in appearance and mannerisms, 
as Julianna; Roman Bohnen is a 
convincing “school princisal and 


-_--—~ 


ED 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Two new plays originating from the Bureau of New Plays which Theresa 
Helburn operates under the sponsorship of major picture studios have 


reached the Federal Theatre . Project. 


Bureau seeks to encourage play- 


wrighting among recent college graduates, one of whom was awarded a 
$1,250 scholarship for his play, ‘They Too Arise,’ which was slated for 
presentation by the FTP in Detroit last week. Author is Arthur A. Miller, 





Kathryn Givney does well as a flip- | 


cracking co-worker on tine teaching 
staff. John Alexander and Francesca 
Lenni contribut2 outstanding per- 
formances in lesser parts. 

Staging of Louis Simon has play 
moving smoothly and manages to get 
much out of few punchy situations. 

Bone. 


George and Margaret 
Toronto, Sept. 14. 
Tails and tov hats packed the 
1,400-seat Royal Alexandra theatre 


|and gave 11 curtain calls ai the pre- | 


miere of new play, ‘George and | 
Margaret,’ character and gag com- 


edy by Gerald Savory, presented by 
John C. Wilson in association with 
| the. Warner Bros. 

Noel Coward was here for the pre- 
miere, but left before the show be- 
cause of his father’s death. 

Producer Wilson and his new 
bride, former Princess Natalie Paley, 
also attended preem. 

The smart, laugh-studded show 
was,a field day for Irene Browne as 


flutterfuss mother who ovposes her | 


scoutmaster son’s marriage to a par- 
lormaid. but is.won around. Inde- 


| cisive papa, who has lost his pants 


tg mama, is well played by Morland 
Graham. 

Laughter and applause were con- 
stant, but wham of show is the en- 
trance of Gladys Hanson as Beer, 
new maid in Queen Victoria getup. 
One gag has musician asking why 
foil has no long hair. Reply is: ‘I 
play with my fingers.’ The family 
daughter falls for him when he 
conmies for a visit, they insult each 
other, but all comes out right with 
juicy smacking. 

Title pair, described as bloody 
bores who always fail to arrive, are 
announced just as final curtain falls. 











She is warned by sister faculty 


she'll do better to keep hands off | 
private lives. but she persists in her | 
attempt to befriend an inferiority- | 
complexed girl, Julianna. and a cyni- | 
eal bov, Mark. whose outlook on life | 
is being distorted by a profligate | 
father. . 

The teacher-girl situation becomes | 
so involved there is a faculty hint of 
unnatural relations and Kathryn is 
forbidden to have further contacts 
with Julianna beyond the classroom. 
The child mistakes the break-off for 
a loss of the teacher’s interest and 
suicides. Meanwhile, Kathryn’s ef- 
forts to change Mark’s viewpoints 
on life in general and women in 
particular, have met with such suc- 
cess the boy turns from his father 
and declares his love for the teacher. 
The play- is weakened considerably 
here in her return of that love; it 
just doesn’t ring true. 

An investigation by the _ school 
trustees into Julianna’s death brings 
out charges regarding the girl's af- 
fection for her teacher and the boy 
further imperils the teacher’s good 
standing by stating his love to the 
board members. While the trustees 
are out taking a vote as to Kathryn’s 
dismiss921, Mark leaves town after 
telling her that she has at least suc- 
ecoded in instilling faith into him. 
This revelation causes her to meet 
with confidence the verdict of the 
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famous “Roundie” last... with graceful surplice 
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almost unanimous attitude of silent 
acquiescence to swaps in the ab- 
sénce of formal objections. Comr. 
Craven has been giving considerable 
thought to the need for more vigor- 
ous control policies. Various Com- 
mish people are nettled by the fact 
that industry members have been re- 
garding the necessity of getting for- 
mal consent as a mere routine prop- 
osition and have been trying to edu- 
cate broadcasters. to the idea that it 
is premature to speak of a transmit- 
ter as being ‘sold’ until the applica- 
tion has been acted upon. 

Changed attitude has been demon- 
strated with increasing frequency. 
Biggest surprise came last winter 
when an unfavorable examiner’s re- 
port caused abandonment of the pro- 
posed purchase of WOAT, San An- 
tonio,' by Columbia. Subsequently 
the Commish has refused to allow 
George Richards to merge control of 
his Cleveland and Detroit stations 
and the proposed sale of KRKD, 
Beverly Hills, has been shelved in 
the face of an antagonistic report 
terming the price excessive. 

Most recent instance of the stony- 
hearted trend is the Commish turn- 
down of a construction permit ap- 
plication by Fred J. Hart, Honolulu. 
Present owner of KGMB and KHBC, 
in the islands, lost Out on hopes of 
building a new 250-watter in the 
hula metropolis because he had ar- 
ranged to transfer control of the 
prospective station to a new cor- 
poration in the event permission was 
eranted. Commish didn’t like the 
idea of contingent deals, where par- 
; ties who expect ultimately to run 
the transmitters are not initial ap- 
plicants and, in its formal decision, 
the Broadcast Division said that ap- 
| proval of the proposition would con- 
stitute prejudgment of another ap- 
plication which has not been heard. 

Added reminder of the need for a 
more careful watch on the identity 
of applicant and licensee corpora- 
| tions was supplied lately in the ex- 
amination of records in the so-called 
| Wichita Falls case. There the Com- 
| mish files give no clue as to what 
| happened to the half-dozen original 
|incorporators of the Wichita Broad- | 
| casting Co., who dropped out of the | 
| picture within a few weeks prior to} 
| ihe hearing and who were replaced 
}entirely by a new crew which did 





j uot explain in detail how it came in, 





The other piece, ‘A Hero Is Born,’ 
De 
music by A. Lehman Engel and lyrics by Agnes Morgan. 


from a story by Andrew Lang. 


Adelphi, N. Y., Sept. 24. 


is by Miss Helburn, it being scripted 
scribed as a ‘romantic musical,’ with 
It is due at the 





The Little. N. Y.. was sub-let to Helen Bonfils and George Sommes 
Anne Nichols, who retains her offices in the theatre and will receive 


third of the profits. Miss Nichols’ 


from Winthrop Ames several years 


basic lease 
secured the house from the New York Times, 


by 
N@. 


runs for two years. She 
which bought the property 


ago with the idea of building a 44th 


street entrance to its publishing plant. 


Bonfils and Sommes presented ‘Sun Kissed’ at the Little last se 


ison 


Miss Bonfils (Mrs. Sommes) inherited the Denver Post 





Report was around that road company of ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ 
might be called off because of booking difficulties, but the show went into 


rehearsal Monday (13). 
one of the players engaged that 


Its producer, Alfred de Liagre, is said to have 
‘Daughter’ 


told 


would be abandoned and 


Equity was about to receive claims from the cast. 


Rules provide for the payment of 


one week’s salary if a play is aban- 


doned. Original ‘Daughter’ is current at the Playhouse, N. Y., one of the 
holdovers extending into the new season. 





Group of Lambs’ club members headed by Al Ochs have banded to- 
gether to operate a talent office, representing players for stage, radio and 


screen and 
Hurley, 


club engagements. 


Associated 
Ed Mulcahy, Jack Barber, Joe Vitale and Fred Fradkin 


in the enterprise are Arthut 


Latte 


will handle the orchestra and music end of the new enterprise. 


Secretary of a Broadway showman was picked up on a morals charge 


while dressed in women’s clothes. 


Reported in Bellevue for observation 


for a time but was at his desk late last week, with considerable mystery 


made of the affair. 


Understood the fellow was taken in after accepting marked money from 


a plain clothes cop. 





For several seasons there has been two Eddie Dowlings on Broadway. 
Ohe was the actor-manager and well known. The other was the Shubert 
stage director. Latter decided to clearly identify himself, and in the billing 
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torrid spell upped grosses of the 
holdovers, several also benefiting by 
added matinee on Labor Day.. This 
week the American Legion conven- 
tionites are starting to pile into town 
and that should. help since 1.000.000 
people are expected by Monday (20) 
when ‘the event. starts, but the week 
started badly because of a north- 


easter and Twesdav evening was 
crimped by the Jewish Day of 
Atonement. 


Shows slated to arrive during the 
roming week: ‘Blow Ye Winds,’ 46th 
Street; ‘George and Margaret.’ Mo- 
rosco; *‘The Lady Has a _ Haart’ 
hgh Longacre and ‘On Location,’ 

itz. 

‘King Richard II’ relights at the 
St. James tonight (15) prior to road 
dates and the repeat of ‘The Show 
Is On’ was moved up to Saturday 
(18) at the Winter Garden. ‘Honor 
Bright’ hes been set back another 
two weeks or more. ° ¢ 

-Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (23d 
week) (M-1,385; $3.50). Betier 
weather made for improved trade 
with the gross last week going to 
$16,000. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (40th 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Approximated 
$8,000 in nine times, added matinee 
played Labor Day; current cast vir- 
tually same as when comedy opened. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(30th week) (CD-1,009: $3:30). Con- 
tinnes to turn weekly profit; last week 
picked up and the takings shaded 
$7.500. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (18th woek) 
(C-1,059; $3.30). Another excellent 
gross close to $17,000; aided to that 
figure by extra holiday matinee. 

‘The Shew Is On,’ Winter Garden 
(R-1,671; $3.30) (repeat engage- 
ment). With Willie and Eugene 
Howard topping cast revue returns 
7, Rag saaeces date: staris Saturday 
(18). 

‘The Women’ Boerrymore (38th 
week) (C-1.048: $3.30). Gross was 
upped again last week when hold- 
over hit went to $15,500; helped by 
holiday matinee: nine performances. 

‘Tobaceo Road,’ Forrest’ (197th 
week) (D-1,197; $1.65). Switched 
midweek matinee to the holiday 
afternoon .with good results: over 
$6,600: first ‘Road’ show this season 
now out: current in Newark. 

‘Virginia,’ Center (3rd week) (M- 
1,343; $2.50). First full week’s busi- 
ness not uv to expectations but at- 
tendance built un during last half; 
apyroached $26.000. 

‘Yes, My Darling Dauchter,’ Plov- 
house (3lst week) (C-878; $3.20). 
Road company now bein rendied 
with original exnected to stick: busi- 
ness somewhat imvroved last week 
to »round $7.500 mark. 

Yeu Con’'t Take It With Won,’ 
Rooth (40th week) (C-703: $3.20). 
Gave extra holidav nerformance las! 
week and tonped $16.009: denand 
leader still drowir? come standees. 

Revival 

‘Kine Richard U,’ St. James: made 
freat showin® Inst seasaen: retirne 
for reneat Wednesday (15) before 
Starting on tour. 


of ‘The Show Is On,” which resumes at the Winter Garden, N. Y., Saturday 
(18) he is listed as Edward Duryea Dowling. 





|‘Honor’ Gives New Haven 


| . - 
Inauspicious Legit Start 
New Haven, Sept. 14 

Shubert opened season to mild 
business last week on four-day try- 
out of ‘Honor Bright’ (8-11). Prob- 
ably due to notices 
play. 

Helen Hayes, due this Fri.-Sat., 
immediately sold out lower bracket 
seats and indications are the $3.3( 
toppers... will all be placed before 
curtain time. 


House has good line-up to follow 
‘Regina.’ 


lukewarm on 


‘Lady Has a Heart’ pre- 
mieres here Mon. (20-22), with 


‘Tovarish’ set for last half of same 
week. ‘You Can’t Take it With You’ 
is season's first full week attraction, 
Sept. 27. 





Special Master to Rule 
On ‘Eternal Road’ Matter 


Whether the Eternal Road Dis- 
tributing Corp., operaters of the re- 
cent Manhattan Opera House (N, 
Y.) spectacle is to go into reorgani- 
zation or whether the corporation 
should remain in the hands of the 
‘trustees will be decided by Federal 
Bankruptcy Referee H. P. Coffin, 
who was appointed special master 
to take testimony in the matter by 
Federal Judge John W. Clancy yes- 
terday (Tuesday). The Court set 
Sept. 23 as the date of the first hear- 
ing at which creditors will be heard 
and Oct. 1 as the final date on which 
claims can be filed. 


Judge Clancy warned creditors 
that unless their claims were filed 
by the latter date they could not in- 
tervene in reorganization proceed- 
ings. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Columbia Studio, H’wood 

















THE DEVIL! 
HAS WORK FOR IDLE HANDS 
HAVE YOU? 

Young man, 24, well educated, persons } 
IMAGINATION: desires ang Lieciri\isyt 
work: FUTURE main imvbortance, salary 6° 
ondary; excellent references K oot, Yarie 
New York. 
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CREST OF THE WAVE 


London, Sept. 2. 
ical devised, written and composed by 
reor Novello; lyrics, Christopher Hassall; 
‘pallets, Lydia Sokolova 2nd Antony Tuder; 
dances, Ralph Reader; produced by Leon- 
tiae Sagan at Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 

Sept. 1, "37. 
—— “xe . er ey Tees Kenneth Howell 
William Gantry.......... Peter Graves 
saat Cheviot..Marié Lohr 


y is suchess of 
a re - Sous oeeareee ves Ivor Novello 
Leonora Hayden ...cccoccccsens Ena Burrill 
Josef von Palasti.........- Oscar Alexander 
Honey Wortlés....-+eceees Dorothy Dickson 
Mrs. Wortle....-esssecesee:: Minnie Rayner 
The QUEEN... screenees Foesees Olive: Gilbert 
Otto PYeSCD. . .cccccccccecss:> Ivor Nove llo 
Freddie Laytom.....++-+++- Walter Crisham 
i) ee oe Finlay Curri¢ 





London has 
shows, via Cochran, and the ,Drury 
Lane has seen 
equally—thrilling scenic effects. In 
this case the two are evenly blended, 
and there is some kind of a story to 
be encompassed by the spectacular 
trimmings. Show is about on a level 
with its two predecessors, and should 
have the same success. here, but is 
too typically English and naive to 
have much appeal for an American 
audience. 

First half has the most’ laughs, 
mainly delivered by Marie Lohr, 
whose clear enunciation and genial 
air are a joy. Minnie Rayner has to 


more—or 


depend mostly on vulgarisms, but | 


she. scores as well-as, ever. 

An impoverished’ duke (Novello) 
gnashes his teeth over an offer from 
a millionairess (U. S. brand) to buy 
his ancestral home to be. converted 
into a film studio. Figuring she 
might be pleasing and marriageable, 
he goes on the same cruising ship. 
Through confusion of 


ana falls for her hard, though’ she 
is but a humble chorine blowing in 
an inheritance on a speculative trip 
to Hollywood. 

Wealthy girl, on board under an 
assumed name, falls for the man who 
so stornfully refused her offer, and 
in jealousy threatens to imprison the 
other girl for impersonation. Hero 
steps in, says the mistake was his, 
and to save his sweetie pretends his 
wooing was all’a joke, and they part 
in anger. ‘ 

Disillusioned maiden scales_ the 
heights in filmland. Sinister, spurned 
female gives ‘orders to get her. 


There’s a train wreck, with the! 


heroine crippled. Finale is Christ- 
mas Eve, with the family and ten- 
ants: gathered festively in the baro- 
nial hall, and the: young duchess 
makes a miraculous entry, walking 
for the first time since the accident. 
It is all very novelettish and im- 
probable, but the Novello fans will 
love it. Dorothy Dickson grabs most 
of.the praise for her rendering of 
the chorus, girl. She dances grace- 
fully and looks charming, while the 
hero wanders through his various 
emotional scenes and skilfully plays 
a rather unnecessary double role of 
a foreign film acter. Ena Burrill 
scores strongly as the villainess. 
Chorus is splendidly. drilled, with 
seme lavish and colorful gowns to 
grace the danceis. One “ver-elabo- 


rate and be-sparkled studio set is a 


cunning satire on Hollywood. Train 
crash is vividly realistic, and general 
settings and production are well up 
to the Drury Lane'standard. ‘'. 


THE GUSHER 


London, Sept. 3. 
‘Mystery ‘thrifler by Tan Hay, ‘presénted 
by Firth Shephard at Princes theatre; Lon- 





don. 

eh ee ee Cyril Smith 
Larry Pound........ .....Henry Thompson 
Clarence the Dodger........... Bernard, Lee 
Valentine . eisddsacesti ey Parcs 
Robert Rutherford............ Ivan Samson 
Ray Forrester... .s .sccsesss Christine Barry 
Omen. eweaihs .. «dees edceecsc cs Jack Livesey 
io, | RR Sarre Alastair Sim 
Mrs. Myrt'e Gunn............ Joan Hickson 
AOEIOW | MONGED, 650.0 0000s ccces David Keir 
Nicky the Greek... ...Haroid Franklin 
ete a RF eT Coral Browne 
Purser of S.S. Heliopolis...... Albert Ward 
Capt. of S.S. Heliopolis... Ernest Mainwaring 
ee Ce ga. coe stan Henry Thompson 
The Medicine Man......... Russell Durran 


The Island Chief.. ......... Frank Barelay 


‘The Gusher’ hits the public taste 
—or that portion of the public which 
likes red-hot sizzling melodrama, 
Teplete with villains, sliding scenery 
and all that sort of thing. On quan- 
tity alone, it is a worthy successor 
to ‘The Frog,’ which Shephard pro- 
duced at the same house, and which 
ran for more thant a year. 

Author is evidently an omniver- 
Ous student of the old school of 
melodrama. Practically every sit- 
uation in this play had been thor- 
oughly tried out years ago. He even 
has blood trickling through the 
rafters on to the hand of a person 
seated below. 

b Main story of the man in prison 
ene the only person who knows 
he whereabouts of the treasure 
sounds a little bit like our old friend 
Monte Cristo.’ 
ingombination of staging, acting and 
zenious blending of ancient melo- 
Sentie Situations has been so 
thar only accomplished, however, 
oe the play will probably enjoy a 
ealthy run’ in London. Jolo. 


seen more gorgeous | 


at least | 


initials, he | 
plays up to another girl by mistake | 











. 

Time and the Conways 

London, Sept. 4. 
Play in three acts by J. B. Priestley, pro- 
duced by Irene Hentschel! at Duchess, Lon- 

don, Aug. 26, ‘37. 

Aa eeeecessecese ROSeEMary Scott 
Carol. se eecevcesecscccece:++. mileen Erskine 
pee teeeeseeeeseess Raymond Huntley 
BERGRS. venccesémodeces d retecss Molly Rankin 
Be 4308 6s COs eceese. Jean Forbes-Robertson 
MUR: COMMOP cocadccicscces Barbara Everest 
FOAM Mesora. .ccccsecscesess Helen Horsey 
Geraid Thornton. ++... Wilfred Babbage 
|} Ernest Beevers. ...ceceesceee- Mervyl Johns 
Sebo’ bares Cee venneeen Alexander Archdale 
| An imaginative work in which 
| Priestley plays tricks with time. 


| Delicate theme, but scarcely a play, 
with a splendid cast and artistic 
staging. 

Family group celebrates a daugh- 


ter’s coming of age, just after the 
| late war. All the aspirations and 
|} ambitions of each member of the 


family become evident—and the fu- 
ture, to the girl whose birthday it 
is—all too evident. 

Second act shows the same family 
18 years later, seemingly revealed to 
the girl of the first act. Disappoint- 
ments and disintegration of most of 
the members of the group are heart- 
breakingly portrayed. Then the play 
switches back to the first act, with 
the young girl broodily watching the 
| present, while conscious of the future 
and all its desolation and wrecking 
of hopes. 

All beautifully played, but doubt- 
ful if it will prove box office. 


OLD MUSIC 


London, Sept. 2. 


Play by Keith Winter .in prolog,- three 
acts and epilog, presented by Gilbert Mil- 
jer, produced by Margaret Webster at St. 
James’ theatre, London. 

Bo | re ee eee ree Greer Garson 
Syl UB yt ee eee Bryan Coleman 
MOA G est k ate ansehen es ay cues Celia Johnson 
Master Nicholas Decker....... Robin Maule 
| Brian BIOCROE . ones dace ceteris Geoffrey Keen 
|-Mrs. Decker..........«...Marjorie Fielding 
| Grace, a maid.........+....Margaret Hood 
5 We SME S's 65.9065 06064d002 Hugh Williams 
| Edward Tresham.....cee+..s0: Gyles Isham 
| Mabel, a maid.......... Margarey Caldicott 
ap a! ar rar Leonard Sachs 
Second Footman........... Peter Blackmore 





Resume of the rlay of ‘Old Music’ 
set before sophisticated show peo- 
ple, would result in resounding de- 
rision. But as presented, in ornate 
Victorian settings, crinolines and 
gold-braid military uniforms, with 
competent actors speaking well-writ- 
ten lines, it should be a treat for 
lovers of period plays. 

Outstanding ‘hits, due in no small 
measure to the characterizations al- 
lotted them, are Greer Carson, Celia 
Johnson and Hugh Williams, with 
Gyles Isham, in a less showy role, 
registering effectively. Jolo. 


GERTIE MAUDE 


London, Sept. 2. 
Play in three acts by John van Druten; 
presented by Sydney Carroll; staged by 
Auriol Lee, at St. Martin’s theatre. 





PANG. 0.0.0 %.0:0 0060 066h000esen Joan Swinstead 
Bere. DOOMRET cc ccaices ° Florence Wood 
Mr. Malkin «+.-Sebastian Smith 
BOER, + ccc cccues ecccedeccacd Annabel Maule 
Bes 53556650805 eecccccccccres Jill Esmend 
Will Heatley..... eeeeeceeses- Griffith Jones 
Gertie Maude..... $000 eee00 Carol Goodner 
Phyllis Trenholm.........Mercia Swinburne 
Rags Cartwright......... Hargrave Pawsen 





Van Druten doesn’t.play the game 
with the plot of this play. Critics 
may like it; but the rank and file of 
theatregoers may resent it. Which 
is an oid, old van Druten play status 

Heroine is a chorus girl who has 
risen to the heights of attaining a 
small part in a play, due to the de- 
fection of the girl who created it and 
|who committed suicide because she 
| was jilted by a wealthy man who 
| kept her. Play’s heroine does exact- 
| ly the same thing. 
| Most paying theatregoers want to 
|see their heroine emerge triumphant. 
| van Druten knows this as well as 
anybody, but persists in an artistic 
yen to depict life as is. 

Sydney Carroll and Auriol Lee 
have mounted the period photo- 
graph with intelligence and care, 
providing it with correct settings and 
a cast of players who bring it all 
the author intended in the way of 
characterizations. They make it pos- 
sible to sit through an entire eve- 
ning without any sense of boredom. 
In this they are, of course, aided by 
the splendid van Druten dialog. 

But it is not a commercial oy. 

olo. 








Aussie Ice Boom 


Sydney, Aug. 20. 

Ice skating is expected to have a 
| tremendous following here next sea- 
son, and with this end in view, big 
plans are being laid down. Company, 
in which Sir Ben Fuller is interested, 
has leased the huge Palais Royal and 
will open to the public next April. 
| J. C. Bendroidt will be in charge. 
Intention. is to import special acts 
| from time to time, plus hockey teams 
from U. S. 
'of international sports. 

Company will be connected, too, 
with opening a new cabaret in the 
icenter of the city on latest overseas’ 
lines. Special artists. bonds. e**. will 
‘be imported. 


and Canada for a series | 


Marcus’ Big Aussie B. 0. 


Sydney, Aug. 20. 

Marcus unit is still pulling solid 
biz for Fullers-Snider-Dean and will 
stay here over ten weeks without a 
change. Top is $2 nights, with ca- 
pacity the general rule since opening, 
several weeks ago. 

Marcus show will be spotted 
throughout Australia in the ace cen- 
tres by F-S-D, with possibility of re- 
peats later. 

Success of this show has. been 
|amazing and a great deal of credit 
| goes to Jack Percival for very clever 
| exploitation. 

‘ 








4 NEW LONDON 
PLAYS, 2 GOOD 


London, Sept. 14. 
‘Phantom Light,’ old-fashioned 
melodramatie comedy thriller by 
Evadne Price, opened at the Hay- 
jmarket theatre, Tuesday (7) as an 


| unquestionable Produced by 
presented by 


_ Frank Cellier and 
| O’Bryen, Linnit & Dunfee. 


‘Bonnet Over the Windmill’ at the 
New theatre (8) looks like a hit. 
| Like her four previous successes, 
| Dodie Smith’s latest play is devoid of 
| plot, but has dialog that counts and 
|is sure of a run. 
| ‘The Day Is Gone’ opened at the 
| Embassy theatre (13) under auspices 
lof John Fernald. Play is an excel- 
| lent drama, well acted and looks to 
|be a good bet for America. W. 
Chetham Strode authored. 
| ‘The Feud,’ old-fashioned thriller 
by David Whitelaw, opened at the 
|Cambridge (13); unlikely and un- 
| convincing play. 


Report W-T Dropping 
Aussie Legit; Tivoli 





fiop. 








Sydney, Aug. 24. 
around that the Tivoli 
chain is dickering with Williamson- 
Tait on a take-over deal of legit 
theatres. Harald Bowden, g.m. of 
W.-T., states there is nothing to it. 

Inside tip has been about for 
some time that W.-T. contemplates 
bowing out of legit and, at one 
stage, Stuart F. Doyle’s name was 


mentioned as one of the possible 
buyers. It’s known that Doyle had 
a hankering to try the flesh-and- 
blood field, but right now Doyle’s 
main interest here is radio. Sir Ben 
Fuller had previously been asked 
by certain parties to take a buy with 
W.-T., but hé prefers to run his own 
way. ee, : 

On the return of Frank Neil, Tiv- 
oli officials, from America recently, 
mention was made that the chain 
would build new legit houses here 
and in Melbourne. At present main 
| biz is with vaude-revue, but reports 
| have it that a legit try is certain. 
Snider-Dean, big indie pic oper- 
|} ators, also keen to break into the 
| legit field now that a boom in flesh- 
| and-blood is anticipated. Both Sir 
| Ben Fuller and S.-D. are on the 
|lookout for suitable sites for the- 
atres to play in opposition to W.-T. 

After a run with revivals during 
the low legit period, W.-T. is now 
|} back with a bunch of new shows 
and performers, including ‘Over 
| She Goes, ‘Swing Along,’ and ‘Bala- 
laka.’ 


Story is 











Two Other Guys 
London, Sept. 4. 

Reported bankruptcy in the Lon- 
don Gazette of Herbert Wilcox, com- 
|pany director, set motion picture 
people by the ears for a few hours. 
However, there is a- mail order 
;}merchant of the same name trading 
|from a city address, and it was this 
|latter who had gotten into a business 
| sideslip. 


| Vienna Yiddish Legit 
Vienna, Sept. 3. 
Jewish Cultural Theatre will open 
|its season with a’Maurice Schwartz 
ensemble. 

| First production: will be ’Dybuk,’ 
with M. Lipmann, S. Grudberg, M. 
Turkow, Eni Liton and Natalia Lip- 
|man in the cast. 


= 


Biggest Paris Legit Season Due: 
Guitry, Bernstein Plays on List 





Paris, Sept. 1. 
Fall - winter theatrical season 
opened with a bang that made it 
appear as though it will be the most 
brilliant this town has seen in many 


years. 
Big blow-off was a complete vol- 
ley from the four-state subsidized 


ymedie- 


and 


houses, the Opera, the C 
Francaise, the Opera-Comique 
the Odeon. 


Arthur Honneger, it is Edmond Ro- 
stand’s poetic drama which had a 
sock success at the Nice Opera House 
last season. 


was presented at the Comedie-Fran- 


caise, ‘Werther’ at the Opera- 
Comique and ‘Tartuffe’ and ‘Les 
Plaideurs at the Odeon. 


Number of revivals and reopenings 





Group Taking Over? 


| of proven successes were far above 
what has been seen here recently, 
while plans already announced for | 


the future give reason to believe that 
this is going to be a _ seasun that 
will be hard to be outdone. 
Revivals 

Two revivals which were wel- 
comed were those of ‘V’la l’Travail,’ 
a fast-moving, satirical revue by Rip 
and Willemetz which played to ca- 
pacity houses. last season and looks 
as though it is set for another, and 
‘Un de la Canebiere’ Marseilles op- 
eretta. Former is still at the Thea- 
tre des Nouveautes with Jeanne Au- 
bert and Marguerite Moreno, 
Alibert, author of the latter, is again 
in the lead at the Theatre des Va- 
rietes. 


Others in the same category are 
Henry Bernstein’s ‘Le Voyage,’ with 


Valentine Tessier, Calude Dauphin, 
Jean Wall, Lucy Leger and Georges 


Jouvet again at the top of the cast; 
‘Les Amants Terribles’ (Private 
Lives’) by Noel Coward at the The- 
atre Antoine, adapted by Claude 
Andre Puget and Virginia Verno with 
Pierre Brasseur, Henri Cremieux, 
Mmes. Lucienne Parizet and Rosine 
Derean. 

Bernstein’s play at the Gymnase 
is due for a short run, however, as 


replace ‘Le 
month. 


Voyage’ early next 


‘Mme. Bovary’ 


Gaston Baty’s adaptation of Flau- 
bert’s work, ‘Madame Bovary,’ was 
revived at the Theatre Montparnasse- 
Baty after a short delay, due‘to the 
illness of Marguerite Jamois, while 
‘Oscar Wilde’ produced in its original 
English version by Edward Stirling 
with the English Players, moved from 
the Theatre Michel to the Oeuvre, 
after more than a two months’ stand 
at-the foymer and still going strong. 

Robert Trebor, whe-eelebrateesdite- 
20th anniversary as director of the 
Theatre Michel this year, has chosen 
a new musical revue by Dorin and 
Saint-Granier to be called ‘Super- 
Pause,’ which will be produced in his 
house, with Jeanne Blanc as the 
star. 

At the Gaiete-Lyrique ‘Pays du Sou- 
rire,’ (Land of Smiles’), operetta, was 
revived with the tenor Jose Janson in 
the lead and ‘Crepuscule du Theatre’ 
by H. R. Lenormand, first produced 
here in 1934, took the stage at the 
Vieux Colombier with Rachel Be- 
rendt, Henri Roland, Roger Gaillard 
and Fernande Albany at the top of 
the cast. 

Priesily Play 


One of J. B. Priestly’s plays, trans- 
lated by Maurice Goudeket and 
called ‘Les Abeilles sur le Pont Su- 
perior’ in l’vench, opened at the The- 
atre des I. thurins under the direc- 
tion of M. Pitoeif. 

M. Moreau, former collaborator of 
Louis Jouvet, has become director of 
the Theatre Atelier and plans to 
produce a new play by Alfred Gehri 
there called ‘Sixieme Eiage’ (Sixth 
Floor’). Play is on life on the sixth 
floor of a Montmartre flat building 
and has only one set. After that. 
Moreau has Madame Roube-Jansky’s 
‘Dostoiewsky’ in mind. 

Maurice Lehmann, director of the 


and bringing an operetta by Rom- 
berg over to produce in his theatre 
later in the season. ‘La Melodie Per- 
due’ (‘The Lost Melody’) it will be 


Bauge to sing the leading role. Leh- 
mann acquired the rights for the 





Operatic season opened | 


with a performance of ‘L’Aiglon,’ | 
which is something unusual of its | 
kind. Adapted by Henri Cain and| 
| set to music by Jacques Ibert and 


‘Le Vicil Homme,’ (‘The Old Man’) | 


while | 


Pally; Jean Giraudoux’s ‘Electre’ at 
the Theatre de |’Athenee, with Louis 


rehearsals will soon begin on his new | 
play, ‘Cap de Tempetes,’ which will | 


Chatelet, is going them all one better | 


called here, and plans cal) for Andre | 


operetta when he was in New York 
last summer. 
Guitry’s ‘Quadrille’ 

| Sacha, the one and only Guitry, 
| is finishing a new play called ‘Quad- 
|rille’ which will be produced at the 
| Madeleine theatre’ before the end of 
the month. He will carry one lead, 
while Gaby Morlay, whose last stage 
appearance here was in Andre Mau- 





rois’s ‘Victoria Regina,’ is slated to 
carry the other. Pauline Carton, 
Jacqueline Delubac and George 


Grey will complete the cast. 
Charles Dullin, director of l’Ate- 
lier theatre, plans to produce ‘Vol- 
pone,’ five-act comedy adapted from 
\the work of Ban Johnson by Stefan 
| Zweig and Jules Romains, before the 


month is out, while ‘Famille’ and 
\‘Mon Ami’ (My Friend’), two of 
| Denys Amiel’s plays, will be pro- 


} 


|duced at the Theatre Michodiere. 


| Latter is a new work. 
‘The Three Waltzes’—still ‘ playing 
to crowded houses—will eventually 


be replaced at the Bouffes-Parisiens 
by a new revue which Rip is writing 
|especially for Yvonne Printemps, 
| who has become co-director of the 
theatre with Victor Boucher. 

In Rehearsal 

‘Pacifique’ is in rehearsals at the 
| Theatre des Ambassadeurs, where 
| Alice Cocea, who will star in the 
production, and Rene Moulaert, have 
|taken over the direction. ‘Le Rosier 
|de Mme. Husson’ adapted from the 
|/novel of Guy de Maupassant by 
Louis Verneuil*‘and Georges Berr is 
jalso in rehearsal at the Theatre de 
la Porte-Saint Martin. M. Oberfeld 
| wrote the music of this operetta and 
| Fernandel heads the cast. 
|. All of which says nothing about 
| the established successes which have 
been running throughout the sum- 
mer—mainly because of the expo— 
and, the foreign theatrical groups 
and special presentations put on by 
the expo itself. Of the former there 
are ‘L’Ecurie Watson,’ Pierre Fres- 
nay’s adaptation of ‘French Without 
Tears’; ‘Yana,’ operetta at the Chate- 
let, Gorki’s ‘La Mere’ (‘Mother’) at 
the Theatre Sarah-Bernhardt; ‘La 
| Belle Saison,’ operetta starring Lu- 
|cienne Boyer and Pils and Tabet; 
| ‘Pamplemousse’ at the Daunou and 
| others. 

Of the latter there are the per- 
formances now being presented by 
the Berlin State Opera, artists, or- 
chestra, chorus, ballet, conductors, 
etc., while a troupe of dancers and 
singers from the Russian Army, 185 
strong, will appear in the near fu- 
ture, and Arnold Szyfman will bring 
the Polish National Ballet in Oc- 
tober.. 


In the revue field, the new show 
at the Mogador starring Mistinguett 
is set to run for some time; Mare 
Cab is writing a new revue for Var- 
na’s Casino de Paris; Paul Derval is 
lining up a new revue for his Folies- 
Bergeré and Pieme Sanarini is plane 
ning a new show for his Bal Ta- 
barin towards the end of the year. 








In Vienna, Teo? 


Vienna, Sept. 3. 

Slot machine gang war is on in 
Vienna. Two groups are bitterly 
fighting it out. One belongs to a 
German emigrant, the other to an 
abscure burlesque director of the 
Prater. 

Vienna had its first suicide be- 
cause of the slot machines. Young 
man of 20 lost ail the money his 
| boss had given him to deposit in a 
bank. 

Members of the two groups fizht it 
out in the open and scores of ar- 
rests have occurred. 





Satani on Study Tour 
Tokyo, Aug. 25. 

Isao Satani, in the production dep’t 
of Nippon Gekijo, leaves shortly for 
Europe and America, where he will 
| Study the newest production meth- 
ods. Trip will be made in behalf of 
the entire Toho organization instead 
of Nippon Gekijo alone. 
| While in America, Satani expects 
,to0 engage one or more dancing 
masters to work on the Toho 
choruses, in anticipation of western 
style productions for the 1949 
Olympics and the International Expe 
to be held here at that time. 
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Broadway 





Lou Smith back from Coast. 

Rowland Field is p.a.ing for John 
Golden. 

Hildegarde gets back from London 
Sept. 22. 

Shirley Collier has the cast off her 
cracked arm. 

Barbara Terrell has returned from 
West Virginia. 

Jim Barber now head barkeep at 
Jimmie Dwyer’s. 

John Murray sailed last. Thursday 
(9) for the Coast. 

Lou Irwin east looking for screen 
talent he might agent. 

Herschel Hart, Detroit News radio 
ed, in town for a week. 

Julie Haydon returned to New 
York from New England. 

Helen Titel, of Modern. Film, back 
last Monday (13) from Europe. 

Henry Hathaway, Par director, in 
New York for a week or more. 

George Clifford planning to quit 
song-and-hoofing to join an agency. 

Morris Silver, of the William Mor- 


ris office, Chicago, visiting New 
York. 
‘Welcome Legionnaires’, signs 


‘sprouting all. over Times Square 
“gector. 

Edgar Bergen’s ‘Charlie McCarthy’ 
marionets are being readied for the 
Xmas trade. 


Richard Bond has signed term 
contract with RKO through Zeppo 
Marx agency. 

Mrs. Dave Berks actually getting 
he: Par, B’klyn hubby to shake the 
hoofs around. 

The. Maurice Bergmans are mov- 
ing from Murray Hill to the upper 
west side of town. 

Leo Fischer: and George Heller 
spent last weck-end in Chicago at 
the AFRA meeting. 

Association of Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers resume weekly luncheons 
at Sardi’s Sept. 16. 

Jane Cowl, back from her summer 
playwriting stay in New England, 
with a finished script. 

' George Abbott claiming the cast- 
ing for ‘Angel Island’ is the ‘most 
painiess’ he’s ever done. 

Joan Miller, legit actress, got her 
divorce in Reno last week and is 
back looking for a show. 

Store front and bar entrance 
Legionnaire -welcome insignia a 
‘clean-up ‘for decorators. 

Jim Tully visiting in N. Y., is ar- 
ranging tentative radio. work and 
plans for new publication. 

. Course in drama wae Saree 
ing to be conducted at City College 
again by Jacob. A. Weiser. 

Mary Mason and Juliet Forbes are 
back in ‘Brother Rat,’ at the Bilt- 
more, after summer layoffs. 

Sam Rheiner, formerly with Par’s 
traffic department, leaves for Coast 
today (Wednesday) on spec. 

Miriam Gibson is new addition to 
Monogram’s publicity staff; to do fan 
‘mag publicizing and contact. 

Maynard Morris has moved over 
to the Leland Hayward agency, N.Y., 
from the Walter Batchelor office. 

Jack Lait due on Coast later this 
month after return from Europe of 
Carles B. McCabe, Mirror publisher. 
- Fall race meeting at Belmont 
starting Thursday’ (16) being 24- 
shected around town for first time. 

Electric boards giving play-by- 
play of ball games new come-on to 
eee in afternoons. Cost $3.75 per 

ay. 

Milton Kusell has bought a farm 
house way up in Connecticut so that 
sisier Sal can take it apart and make 
it habitable. 
~ Bill, Norton back at Music Box, 

Som Spachneyaginiimia as company 
moenacer of Chicago ‘You Can’t Take 
It V/ith You.’ 

Herman Bernstein is back from 
the Coast and will manage the Eu- 
genie Leontovich ‘company of 
*‘Tovarish’ tour. 

Mort Goodstein, leaving Col’s for- 
eign office staff to take up manazer- 
shiv of Singapore branch. Left for 
India this week. 

Bob Bundy. of Charlie Shribman’s 
Maior Music got himself engaged for 
a Xmas week wedding to Henrietta 
Lorraire. Cancer. 

Abe (Pat) Kettler celebrated when 
his heavywe'ght Eddie Blunt de- 
feated Bresc'a at the Ridgewood 
A.C. Saturday (11). 

Pegsy O'Donnell has concluded 
her vie stint on the Coast and ar- 
rived in New York last Monday (13). 
Wan's a legit show. 

Word has been received here from 


Bruce Brahar, latter two muggers, 
added to Bob Taplinger’s publicity 
forces. 

Robert Elliott, the leading man 
opposite the late Jeanne Eagels in 
‘Rain,’ is back from a long stay in 
Hollywood and thinking of legit 
again. 

Eileen (Jolly Gillette) Barton, re- 
cently on the Gillette program, mak- 
ing a Mentone short this week. 
Natalie app, of the Morris office, 
handling. 4 

William Conselman, 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer, in New York for a week’s 
looksee, has a new idea for westerns. 
It’s to make the horses talk ins-ead 
of the actors: 

Beth Brown ha&s finished her new 
comedy ‘Three ‘in a Bed’ which is 
slated for the iall and is now drama- 


tizing her novet, ‘Riverside Drive,’ 
for next season. 
Eddie Golden, sales chief . for 


Monogram, back ‘at his desk in N. Y. 
after three-weck § coniract trek 
through the south and middlewest. 
Reports biz on upbeat. 

Eight weeks’ old baby of the Irving 
(RKO) Shiffmans home after being 
in incubator hospital at Coney Island 
since birth. It’s the second in- 
cubator for the Shiffmans. | 
Parking lot on 50th street is oper- 
ated a la pic biz. There’s an early 
bird parking fee; and when the spot 
gets filled up in the afternoons, or 
on weekends, price goes up. 

Jack Robbins moving into Feist as 
his general headquarters as soon as 
new executive offices are completed, 
wherefrom he'll direct the Robbins, 
Feist and Miller music houses. | 
Frank: Tinney is getting a physical 
buildup at an upstate health farm 
and Bill Hardy of Bill’s Gay 90's 
still hopes to have the former star 
comedian in shape to debut at his 
nitery. 

The Paramount boys and friends 
tossed a surprise birthday party to 
Bob Weitman, Par, N. Y. managing 
director, in one of the theatre’s re- 
hearsal rooms with Shep Fields 
furnishing the music. 

The missus has joined her stay- 
away hubby, Gaston L. Stern, who's 
been opening offices for National 
Screen Accessories all over the 
country the past year, catching up 
with him at Charlotte, N.C. ¢° | 

Excursions to Harlem’s Savoy ball- 
room for samples of how to do the 
Big Apple, and a peek into the mid- 
town Club Yumuri for McCoy 
rhumba; tango and conga terping are 
among the initiates’ fave pastimes 
these cooler nights. 

The adage about being as good as 
your byline or newspaper connec- 
tion forcibly hit some of the N. Y. 
American Broadway newshounds 
who, once dropped from the payroll, 
found their nitery excursions met 
with much less ecordiality than when 
a working newspaperman. 


Quebec 


A. de Roussy back from Gaspe 
trip. 

D. H. Caplan ang Ray Mond in 
from Toronto. 

Allan Spencer appointed publicity 
man for Loew’s. ” 

Alf Goulet, m.c., 
perial and Carioca. 

Confederated Theatres building 
Queen Mary to add to string of six 
pic houses in Montreal. 

Famous Players Canadian Cor- 
poration, Ltd. said to have acquired 
control France-Film company, han- 
dling distribution French films 
throughout province. ’ 

Louis-Farr film hits all-time record 








doubling Im- 


-Hioiass-up-te" mid-November and 
first and second run theatres turn- 
ing them away in first two weeks of 
showings in Montreal. 

izzy Allen, Empire and Grand Na- 
tional manager, Montreal, to Tor- 
onto as Dominion sales manager for 
Universal. Frank Leduc succeeds 
him at Montreal with L. Rosefield 
representing Universal here. 





Chicago 





Rocco Vocco visiting. 


Karl Kramer and frau off for a 
European jaunt. 


Lou Goldberg of Tyro Productions 
in for some biz negotiations. 


Art Goldie handling press _ for 
Doitlie Weisberg’s new Colony Club. 


Henry Busse orchestra completing 








Rex Story and his Hollywood Revue 
that all are safelv out of North 
China and now in Manila. 


Barbara Adoms subbing as stage | 


manager of “The Women, at the 
Ethel Barrymore, besides playing 
several bits in the show. 

Flora Boyle, tunesmith for Judy 
Canova, left last Saturday (11) for 
the Coast to write songs for the 
comedienne’s next Par pic. 

Lou Smith, Paramount publicist. 
back from safari to Hollywood. 
Probably will do advance bally on 
several Par films on the road. 

General Huth S. Johnson of NRA 
fame in town to arrange detai's of 
news broadcasting programs which 
start at the erd of this month. 

Morris Helperin, representative 
for Alexander Korda, has returned 
from a 6-wee's sojourn abroad. w'th 
Mrs. Heloor'n (Katherine Locke). 

Paul Price. former MG syndicate 
publicist, Herschell McGraw and 


first year under Mar-O sponsorship. 


| Ann Lester in town on way to 
| voenl date at Chase Hotel, St. Louis. 
| W. H. Stein in town for a quick 
is with Music, Corp. home offices. 

Freddie Rosenthal opened new 
| offices in the Dearborn-Lake build- 
} ing. 

Gambling 
from mayor 
back again 

Press agog with Anna Mae Wong, 
| Armida and Edgar Bergen all ar- 
riving same day. 

Musicians around town having a 
high time and plenty of fun now that 
they've got a day off each week. 

Vaudeville showings. handled by 
Morris oftice. switched from Strat- 
ford to Ogden theatre, and to Fri- 
days. 

Jack Benny still in the loop. 
wandering around, but mostly in and 
out to see if he ]~~-'~* th> some in 
bis picture. 


situation being tossed 
to state attorney and 





here in Montreal and provinces-with- 


London 





Walter Lippmann here from Paris. 


Ben Goetz has rented a country 
house in Surrey. 


Phyllis Robins, radio crooner, tak- 
ing flying lessons. 
Russell S. Medcraft 
from internal trouble. 


Oscar Deutsch opened five new 
cinemas in one week. 


Victoria Hopper has rented a bun- 
galow on the Thames. 

Sybil Thorndike a grandma, 
her naval son, John Casson. 
Merle Oberon sitting for a sculp- 
tor during shots at Denham. 
Dennis Stoli, Sir Oswald’s musical 
son, about to become a bridegroom. 
Milton Shubert bought an option 
on ‘Alien Earth,’ new. play by Max 
Catto, 

Beverly Nichols writing a new 
musical while motor-touring through | 
Austria. | 


Dorothy Round and her doctor | 
bridegroom on a golfing honeymoon | 
in Scotland. 


Max Berman got the order to sup- | 
ply the costumes for the first Metro | 
picture here. 


Charles Raymond, Empire general 
manager, was the official bodyguard 
of Robert. Taylor here. 

Roy O’Neill will direct.the new! 
Max Miller picture, ‘Thank Evans’ | 
at Warners’ Teddington studios. 


Lee Ephraim and Abe Berman 
bought 'U. S. rights of ‘The Melody 
That Got Lost,’ by Kjeld Abell. 


‘Judgment Day’ folds at 
Phoenix Sept. il after a 
months” run, then goes on tour. 


Aileen Stanley cancelled sailing 
and doing 52 programs for Rowntree 
chocolates on Radio Luxembourg. 
Morton Downeys off to Cannes for 
a fortnight, priot to Downey taking | 
up a four-week engagement at the} 
Cafe de Paris. 

Jack Pemberton securing a lease 
of the Ambassador’s ‘as from Sep- 
tember, and St. Martin’s as from 
October, 1937. 

William Mollison scouring London 
for midgets for a new show, ‘The 
Laughing Cavalier,’ he is producing 
at the Adelphi. 

Alf Goulding throwing a party to 
celebrate his wife’s birthday, with 
most of the American film colony in 
England* present. , 

Lee Sims writing entire score for 
‘Follow the Sun,’ New World Film 
Productions (Robert Kane), to be 
made at Denham. 

Gilbert Miller producing Frederick 
Lonsdale’s new play, ‘Half a Loaf,’ 
in New York in the fall, '' before 
staging it in England. 

Arthur Silverstone, general sales 
manager of UA, and brother of the 
Murray Silverstone, off on a month’s 
Mediterranean cruise. 

Claim is made that a library deal 
amounting to $35,000 was made for 
John Gielgud’s season of ‘Richard II’ 
prior to the opening. 

Maurice Browne bought an option 
on a new Karel Capek play, ‘The 
White Shadow,’ and ‘The Bowery 
Touch,’ by Max Catto. 

H. E. Alexander, former literary 
editor of Gaumont-British, now 
scenario chief of Warner’s British 
studios at Teddington. 

Harold Huth, former actor, and 
until recently casting director for 
Gaumont-British, is now in a similar 
capacity with Metro here. 

Eric Maschwitz’s musical, ‘Lola 
Montez,’ which was to star Mary 
Ellis, is off. Something-Went wrong 
with the-Snancial backing. ' 

Faramount making big _ staff 
changes at their Plaza picture thea- 
tre, with usherettes given new de- 
sign and color in costumes. 

Actress-producer Dorothy. Peters 
married Lord Edward Montagu, sec- 
ond son of the Duke of Manchester, 
at Brighton register office, Aug. 28. 

St. Margaret’s Studios at Twicken- 
ham opening up alter six months of 
idleness with ‘Death Crowns the 
Blues,’ directed by David McDonald. 

Originally in to broadcast on Radio 
Luxembourg for Phillips Dental 
Magnesia twice weekly, Hildegarde 
was extended to six times per week. 

Adele Astaire skipping herself into 
condition at Pinewood,’ where Rene 
Clair is directing her, cx-starred with 
Jack Buchanan and Maurice Che- 
valier. 

‘Juno and the Paycock’ transferred 
from the Haymarket to the Saville 
to make way for a new production, 


recovering 


via 








the 
three 





‘The Phantom Light,’ starring Gor- 
don Harker. 

Anna Neagle to Venice to attend | 
screening of ‘Victoria the Great’ at | 
International Film Exhibition, where | 
the picture won the cup for the best | 
foreign offering. 

Jack Hartfield was called in by) 
Lee Ephraim and Moss Empires to 
doctor the Bolton-Thompson-Furber | 
script of ‘Hide and Seek,’ Court-! 
neidge-Howes musical, due at the | 
Hippodrome. 

Penelope Dudley-Ward set for | 
Kay Hammond's role in New York | 
production of ‘French 
Tears.’ She has been appearing here 
in ‘Victoria Regina’ and will be re- 
placed by Jill Furse. 

Leads lined up for ‘The Laughing 
Cavalier.” new Adelohi show, are 
Irene Eisinger, Norah Swinburne. 
Viola Tree, Charles Heslop, with the 
leading man to be either Esmond 
Knight or John Garrick. 

After months of delav. W. P. Lips- 





Without | 
| Jacqueline Jacolew will 
| debut. 





comb chose Barry Barnes for the 


role of Charles II in his play, ‘Ninety 
Sail,’ which Miles Malleson will pro- 
duce in the West End in October, 
following a provincial try-out. 

‘It’s in the Bag,’ new Landeau- 
Ruben musical, due at the Savoy 
Oct. 14, will be first West End show 
to feature an organ on the stage. 
Robin Richmond will do a special 
number by the authors of the show 
on a Hammond organ. 


Just when Val Parnell managed to 


get Robinson and Martin an exten- | 


sion to play a couple more weeks 
for General Theatres-Corp., Virginia 
Martin took sick with pleurisy. Bob 
Robinson was compelled to do a 
single the last few..days of the en- 
gagement in Leicester. 


Major. Wright, director of Wur- 


litzer’s here, escorting Horst Schim- | 


melpfennig, UFA organist, around 
London picture’ theatres. Horst’s 
idea is to stay in London as a guest 





Paris 


Adolph Zukor in. 

Bob Ritchie in town. 

L’European reopening. 

Jay Rutherford in town. 

Cirque Medrano reopening. 
Robert Taylor in from London. 
Composer Albert Roussel dead. 
Ad Schulberg in from London. 
Louis B. Mayer looking around. 
Alibert finishing a new operetta. 
June Knight visiting dressmakers. 


Marguerite Gilbert off to Brussels. 
a reopening set for Sept. 
5 





_ Tony Beacon packing for Amer- 
ica. 
_ Cabaret Boite a Sardines reopen- 
ing. 
i Casino at Boulogne destroyed by 
re. 

Mrs. James Roosevelt visiting the 
expo. 
Joseph von Sternberg in from New 
York. 

Alice Dufrene hurt in an auto ac- 
cident. 

Yolanda toplining again at the She- 
herazade, : 

Julien Diuvivier planning 
new films. 
_ President Lebrun visiting the expo 
incognito. 

Lyne Clevers broadcasting over 
Radio Cite. 

‘La Grand Illusion’ still strong at 
the Marivaux. 

Theatre d.l’Athenee reopening with 
revived ‘Electre.’ 


three 


Constance Bennett says she is here | 


to amuse herself. 

‘Le Voyage’ reopening at the The- 
atre du Gymnase. 

Sandra Rambeau looking 
Boeuf Sur le Toit. 

Paul Colin’s ‘Ballets de Paris’ mak- 
ing their expo debut. 

Le Poulailler, new cabaret, open- 
ing at Place du Terte. 

Mme. Berthez planning a new 
Champs-Elysees theatre. 

Jean Renoir finally commencing 
work on ‘La Marseillaise.’ 

Garland Wilson playing the piano 
for fun at the Cotton Club. 

‘V’la l’Travail’ (‘Here Is Work’) re- 
opening at the Nouveautes. 

Robert Trebor promoted to com- 
mander of Legion of Honor. 

‘Oscar Wilde’ moving from Theatre 
Michel to Théatre de l'Oeuvre. 

Dave Hacker and June Sidell at 
the Palm Beach Casino, Cannes. 

Dancers and singers of the Rus- 
sian army in for, expo presentations. 

Cabaret Noctambules i 


in at 


Presentations of Moscow Art The- 
atre closing here after a successful 
run, 

Gaiite-Lyrique reopening with ‘Le 
Pays du _ Sourire’ (‘Country of 
Smiles’). 

Georges Milton starting work on 
new film, ‘Business.’ Pierre Mandru 
megging. 


Place de la Concorde made a ‘his- | 


toric monument’ by the French gov- 
ernment. 

Lucienne Boyer and Pils and 
Tabet dining at the Roumanian expo 
restaurant. ‘ 

‘Crepuscule du Theatre,’ play by H. 


R. Lenormand, revived at the Vieux- | 


Colombier. 

James A. -Fitzpatric commencing 
work on a color short of the expo 
for M-G-M. 

Council of Ministers studying the 


question of extending expo for an- | 


other year. 

Mistinguette being talked of as 
headliner for the next Casino de 
Peris revue. 

Reda Claire making her. film debut 


in ‘Le Chant-du Marin.’ Daniel Nor- 
man megging. 
Theatre des Varietes reopening 


with a revived ‘Un de la Canebiere,’ 
starring Alibert. 

Theatre Antoine reviving ‘Les 
Amants Terribles,’ adapted from Noel 
Cyward’s play by C. A. Puget. 

Me Lemonnier set to star in Rene 
Sti’s ‘Riviera Exoress,’ film in which 
make 


Maurice Mairgance engaging Eu- 


gene Deslaw to direct film ‘A Nous | 


la Jeunesse’ (‘Youth for Us’), which 
will be made on the Riviera. 


Henry _Bernstein’s new play, ‘Le | 
Can des Tempetes,’ scheduled for Oc- | 


tober opening at Theatre du Gym- 
nase, with Victor Francen in the 
lead. 


‘ reopening | 
with a revue topping Vincent Hysha. 


her | 


ee EE, 
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Hollywood 


Sol Lesser back from hulaland 

Ward Green in to visit his brother 
Charles. 

Larry Weingarten in from Euro. 
pean rambles. 


John C. Moffitt back from 
| quest in Quebec. 
| George Raft has ticket No. 1 for 
the world series. 
| ‘ Jack Emanuel quit H. N. Swanson 
| to go solo as agent. 
| SS. K. Lauren scripting ‘Behold the 
| Bridegroom’ at Radio. 

Fay Wray doing some belated 
| Santa Barbara basking, 

Wallace Beery lost eight pounds 
and would melt 10 more. 

Arthur A.. Lee, vice-prexy of Gau- 
mont British, in from N. Y. 
| Devere Zimmerman joined Young 








story 


| organist, with some English organist} & Rubicam as mag contact. 
| to. take his place at the UFA Palatz, | 
| Hamburg. But no one wants to swap.| contract with Rosalie Stewart. 


Luci Ward signed a management 


E. Gilbert Mason now Jack Otter. 
| son’s art assistant at Universal. 
| Andre Kostelanetz winged in to 
| score the Lily Pons film at Radio. 
| Richard ‘Red’ Skelton has a part in 
| Radio’s ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ 
| Kenneth Thomson on a motor trip 
| to Canada to get away from it all. 
| Bob Montgomery planning to go 
| native again at his Catskills farm. 
| C. King Charney bought eight 
| Arabian steeds from W. R. Hearst. 
| Isa Miranda, Italian player, ar- 
| rived to fulfill Paramount contract. 

John Wolfenden going to London 
to join the: Metro publicity unit 
there. 

George Houston warbling at the 
| General Motors musical festival in 
} Detroit. 

Paul Kelley lends out his polo 
| 


ponies to keep then in shape while 
he toils. 

Sidney Kingsley here talking a 
j}new writing deal with Samuel 
| Goldwyn. 
| Bernard Nedell, American actor, 
sails from England for Hollywood on 


picture deals. 

Gertrude Walker’ severed 
| arteries dropping three bottles 
charged water. 

Gordon Molson, ex-Republic. suc- 
|ceeds Jack Emanuel as an H. N, 
| Swanson associate 

Bing Crosby in from Saratoga to 
start ‘The Badge of Pdliceman 
O’Roon’ for Major. 

Mary Livingstone, Anna May Wong 
and Bob Hope trained in for Para- 
mount assignments. 

Grace Moore checked out of Santa 
| Monica hospital and is looking at 
| transatlantic sailings. 

.Robert Guggenheim, Jr., of the 
copper clan, now assisting Kenneth 
Macgowan at 20th-Fox. ; 

Hunt Stromberg will fortnight in 
| New York on return from England 
| before beating it coastward. : 

Alfred E. Green adding to his 
| thoroughbred string at the Kentucky 
'}and Marvland yearling auctions. 
Gary Cooper let fly with his shot- 
gun and bagged several doves while 
nimrodding in the Malibu mountains, 
|B. P. Schulberg partied the ‘Blos- 
|soms on Broadway’ gang for bring- 
ing in the film two days ahead of 
sked. 

I. C. (Doc) Mishler, legit shows 
| man of Altoona, Pa.. spent the sum- 
|mer here and decided to stick for 
the winter. 
| . Burt Spurlin, former Metro prop- 
| 


two 
of 


| 


‘erty man, moves into Pete Smith 
two-reeler department at Metro as 
assistant director. 

William Goetz, 20th-Fox produc- 
| tion executive, has a new invention. 
It's a pair of glasses which will make 
a color picture look like a black- 
and-white. 

Star turnout expected tomorrow 
night at opening of one-man art- 
| show by Jean Guerin at Putzel Gal- 
lery. Guerin did drawings for Blaise 
| Cendrars’ French book on Holly- 
| wood earlier in the year, awakening 

certain amount interest here. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Lou Bolton in bed four days, re- 
_sult of fall in-a swimming pool. 

Bunny Drown has pulled out of 
| Etzi Covato’s orch to organize his 
| own outfit. ‘ 
‘Ice Follies’ pencilled into Du- 
quesne Garden for five days begin- 
ning Dec. 28. 

Bob Claymon’s vocalist for his Wil- 
|lows run will be Elaine Grey, ‘Miss 
Ohio’ last year. 

Potti_ Littel understudying Mar- 
'earet Callahan in Chi’s ‘You Cant 
Take It With You.’ 

Sande Williams left town carry- 
int an honorary lieutenancy in the 
Pittsburgh nwolice force. 

Johnny Harris will prexy a pro 
hockey team again this year but hes 
dropving the amateur outfit. 

Dorothy Feldman. wife of WB nub- 
| licist. trying to peddle child instruc- 


tion programs to newsvapers. 
Grafton Duvall, former news- 
hound, p.a.ing the onening_ horse 


ree'n* meet at Wheelin. W. Va. 

Etzi Covato goes ini» Itelian Gar- 
dens when he returns from summer 
run at Renault’s in Atlantic City 

Art Levy taking bows , because 
Variety Club’s annv+l solf tourna- 
“ent showed a profit for the first 
tim >, 


Berause 


she tea-lerved Tolluloh 


Rankhead’s marrixee six months o%, 
' , . 
| Jane Hamilton, ‘Sun-Tely redio ec. 
| ae 4 vy 


is heing co" 
' readings. 
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Here's the Pre-Gridiron Dope 





By Dick Fishell 





Don’t look now, but they’ve mani- 
cured and polished up the gridirons. 
Plenty of air used to blow up the 
pigskins, there’s an abundance of 
crying towels on hand, there’s an 
aroma of liniment permeating the 
college campuses throughout the 
nation, so need we say “That man is 
here again?’ 

The 1937 season of push and pull 
and pitch and toss opens officially 
with a bang one week from this 
coming Saturday, and so we grab 
Remington in hand again to call ’em 
as we see ‘em, and attempt to give 
you the Saturday afternoon winners. 

The East 


In sizing them up, we'll first take 
a look at the eastern front. There’s 
a smoke screen being drawn up in 
a town in Pennsylvania which, when 
cleared, will undoubtedly show a 
monopoly of the grid games on the 
eastern seaboard by two major col- 
lege squads in Pittsburgh. 


Jock Sutherland, the Dutchman 
with no breathers and no off-seasons 
against his record as a coach, should 
again hold the top perch with a 
squad studded with veterans remain- 
ing from last season’s Rose Bowl 
victory. Sutherland again has 
Marshall Goldberg as a spearhead 
for his. powerhouse offense, with 
Bill Daddio, an all-American, flank- 
ing a rugged line. Don’t see how 
they can miss despite a _ suicide 
schedule. 


From the same town, No. 2 in the 
east will be last year’s giant killers, 
Duquesne, The hard bitten Dukes 
upset Pitt last season and again 
built around Boyd Brombough. They 
may not lose a decision, except 
against Pitt. All reports make it 
clear that the Dukes are. loaded. 

In the next bracket comes Col- 
gate, Boston College and Yale, in 
that order, Kerr having the same 
team that finished the season as Red 
Raiders a year ago. More experi- 
enced and Kerr-wisened, they’ll be 
really hot. At Boston College, 
Gloomy Dil Dobie is forced to laugh 
right out loud, he’s got so much 
material and things look so bright. 
That Dobie off-tackle play has got 
all the beef and speed it takes to 
click, 

There are plenty of backs up at 
Yale, with Clint Frank, the ace ball- 
toter of the nation, captaining a 
squad that may and may not miss 
Larry Kelley. On pass offense they 
will, but defensively certainly not. 
This is a good squad, only hampered 
by a shortage in reserve linemen. 

Don’t sell Temple, Manhattan or 
Fordham too short. They've all got 
something, 

The South 


Wallace Wade at Duke has a sys- 
tem deeply rooted, and despite the 
loss of Ace Parker and four first- 
String ends, we can’t see anybody 
taking their crown away from them. 
Hackney, O’Hara and Tipton are 
three high-class backs. 

Tennessee, with only four losses 
by graduates, will have a junior 
team, and mentally those are the 
type that are ripe. If there’s any 
surprise for Duke, it'll come from 
Major Neyland’s boys. 

Georgia Tech, L. S. U. and North 
Carolina are next in line. All of 
them hard hit by the awarding of 
diplomas last June. All, that is, but 
the rambling wreck of Tech, who 
closed their last campaign looking 
like a million. Fletcher Simms, a 
triple-threater, and Konemann, the 
Flying Dutchman, will do plenty of 
rompin’, 

There’s a dark horse down in them 
thar hills, and it's ‘Bama, a potent, 
well-rounded team. 

Midwest 


Gopher, Gopher, who'll stop the 
Gopher? That's a new game they're 
Playing in that neighborhood, with 

tnie Bierman primed to uphold an 
uncanny record. He's got everything 
necessary to do that little thing, 
big Gophers more numerous 
han grasshoppers, There’s only one 
Teal Standout remaining whose name 
youd recognize, Andy Uram, the 
oe -the-wisp halfback; but even 

Ose 50 other guys named Joe when 
py Se a viking uniform all seem 
one oom supermen. There’s an- 
oa tr Big Ten championship at Min- 

“apolis, with possibly a national 
title as well, 
re ¢ one fly in the Minnesota oint- 

ot might be Waldorf’s Wildcats of 


‘man is expected to lead Stanford out 





Northwestern. This teacher of. grid 
tactics is one of the most inspira- 
tional leaders in the game today, and 
the Northwestern alumni dig deeper 
for high class football timber. They 
are the defending conference cham- 
pions and Capt. Don Heap, aided by 


Fred Vanzo, the 220-pound fare-thee- | 


FT. WORTH CHIPS 


well blocker, will work well behind 
a new but tough forward wall. 

Also in that territory, Nebraska, 
the bruising 11, will not miss Francis 
and Cardwell as much as one ex-| 
pects, and outside of Northwestern, 
they have the best opportunity of 
knocking over Minnesota if they can 
stop the Gophers’ aerial game. 

Behind these three come Notre 
Dame and Ohio State with Elmer 
Layden still crying, and perhaps 
justly so. He lost practically his en- 
tire first team, but to yours truly, 
who watched them in action, they 
can be very easily replaced. On few 
occasions last season did they really 
hit the heights. A faster and more 
varied offense should give the Ram- 
blers more scoring: and a happy 
year at South Bend. 

A bit of dissension in the ranks 
kept the Ohio State Buckeyes from 
going to town last fall. The most 
varied offensive in the business, their 
two or three hundred plays should 
be more successful with all serene 
and everybody happy. Jumping Joe 
Williams and nine Grade A ends will 
make that squad. 


Indiana will not be as strong as 
they were in ’36. Zuppke at Illinois 
is on the upgrade, though still not 
there. Purdue, with an ailing Noble 
Kaiser, should not have the injuries 
riddling their team and fare a little 
better. But the dark horse will be 
found at Missouri... If a big six David 
rises to bowl over the Nebraska 
Goliath, you can lay it on the line 
that the Bengals of Missouri will 
turn the trick. 


Pacific Coast 


For years there’s been no stand- 
out 11 in the land of sunshine. The 


COPS TOO OFFICIOUS 


Indiana State Fair Will Struggle 
Without "Em Next Year 











Indianapolis, Sept. 14. 

| The all-time attendance record was 
| broken this year at the Indiana State 
| Fair which closed Friday. Total 
| paid attendance for the seven days 
was 383,544, an increase of 17,583 
over last year when a new record 
was established. 


Announcement was made that city 
police would not be asked to offici- 
ate at next year’s fair. Local cops 
were argumentive with customers, 
made several unnecessary arrests 
and had their hands out for too 
many ducats, fair officials charged. 








FRONT GATE; 
PICKS UP 


Fort Worth, Sept. 14. 

The frent gate charge of 50 cents 
was removed last week at the Fort 
Worth Frontier Fiesta and business 
at the charge attractions on the 
grounds boomed. 

Entrance tickets in the bargain 
books are redeemable at Casa 
Manana, Pioneer Palace and Salici’s 
Puppets at face value. 

Melody Lane, where nine compos- 
ers played their best songs, was 
closed when gate was let- down. 

More pep put into Casa Manana 
jamboree by having four chorus 
girls do ‘bumps’ for a $5 prize. 

What was a pioneer fire hall has 
been converted into a strip tease at- 
traction. Four girls show ‘How to 
Undress Before Your Husband’ in a 
boudoir setting. It is a nude sym- 
phony played on the G string. Drew 
well, too. 

Billy Rose, director general, in 
other ways has let the public under- 
stand that from here to the close, 
Oct. 16, the fiesta no longer will be 
a ‘chocolate ice cream soda’ affair. 

News Notes 

Ralph Hitz, New York, head of 
National Hotels Management Cor- 
poration, caterer for Casa Manana, 








Washington Huskies were brightest 
12 months ago. Now the story is that 
Southern Cal is ready and Howard 
Jones, with Ambrose Schindler lead- 
ing the way, will take the title. The 
Huskies are second choice, despite 
the loss of their great back. By 
Haynes, and Jimmy Kane. 


A boy by the name of Bill Paul- 


of the doldrums. and into the place 
they once held in the Ernie Nevers 
regime. Paulman, a 65-yard punter, 
who threads a needle with a pass 
and lugs the apple like a locomotive, 
is the fair-haired boy and they’re 
building around him, California 
rooters also have high hopes, as high, 
in fact, as Bob Herwig, their six-foot- 
four center. Stub Allison, with vet- 
eran material, is going to open his 
attack and there’s every possibility 
that it will be effective. 

The dark horse out there is little 
Santa Clara, more football-minded, 
perhaps, than anything we have in 
the east. They had eight wins out 
of a possible. nine last year, with 
a brilliant 21-14 triumph over LSU 
in the Sugar Bowl. This is the alma 
mammy of a good many cinema stars 
and lots of Hollywood coin is spent 
in securing good football beef for 
Santa Clara. Watch ’em — they’re 
dangerous. 


The Southwest 


Footballs fly high o’er the Texas 
plains and they say there’s more 
pigskin in the air than birds in au- 
tumn season. Their philosophy is to 
run ’em half the time and throw ‘em 
75% of the time. 


Two teams stand out, the Razor- 
backs of Arkansas, and the Texas 
Aggies. At Arkansas, there’s a sea- 
soned veteran at every position and 
pass-tossing is the specialty. The 
Aggies, with fewer veterans but still 
the same rugged system of about 
five plays, should give trouble to 
anybody they lock horns with. 

Texas Christian, certainly not the 
same T. C. without slinging Sammy 
Baugh, may give us the upset down 
there. Slinging Sam is now tossing 
them for bigger money in the pro 
ranks, but Christian will have a more 


Pioneer Palace and other fiesta at- 
tractions, was here last week. Liked 
letting gate down as added crowds 
meant more business for him. 

Union musicians here will have 
meeting with Interstate Circuit of- 
ficials relative to putting orches- 
tras in Worth and Hollywood the- 
atres, in line with AFL dictum. 

Gwen Rush, one of the finalists 
in Paul Whiteman’s audition con- 
test, went with Joe Venuti’s orches- 
tra to Oklahoma City. She is a 
torcher. 

Billy Rose and the Pioneer Pro- 
ducing Corp., who were sued last 
week by Margaret Mitchell, author 
of ‘Gone With the Wind,’ and by the 
Macmillan Company, her publishers, 
said he is not worried about the 
outcome of the suit. It was to go to 
trial today in federal court here. 

Temporary injunction sought to 
prevent dissipation of proceeds from 
Casa Manana, where one sequence 
is called “Gone With the Wind,’ 
pending action on a permanent in- 
junction. 

Rose said the title are words 
taken from a poem and can be used 
by anybody. Besides, he pointed 
out, Irving Berlin published a song 
using the same words and he has 
not been sued. 


Japan’ll Be There 


Tokyo, Aug. 25. 

Foreign Office here has formally 
notified the American Government, 
through Ambassador Joseph Grew, 
that Japan will officially participate 
in both the New York and San Fran- 
cisco exposition. 

Both are to be held in 1939. 


Va. Fair Dates 


Lynchburg, Sept. 14. 
Virginia fair dates: 
Alleghany County, 
Greater Galax, Sept. 
Blackstone, Courier-Record, 
Lexington, Rockbridge County, Sept. 20- 
Lynchburg, Tri-County, Sept. 20-25; 
Tazewell, Tazewell, Sept. 21-25; Fincastle, 
Botetourt County, Sept. 21-25; Richmond, 
State Fair, Sept. 27, Oct. 2; Farmville, 
Five-County, Sept. 27-30; Oct. 1, 2. 
Martinsville, Henry County, Sept. 28, 
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13-18; 


Sept. 20-25; 


Covington, Sept. 


18; Galax, 


on. 
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rounded outfit, not depending upon 
one individual star. 

That’s the story in a nutshell. We'll 
start predicting them next week, so 
pardon us if we go dust off the 
crystal ball. 


Oct 2; Petersburg, Southside Virginia, 
| Oct. 11-16; Amherst, Amherst County, Oct. 
1-16; Danville, Danville, Oct. 12-15; Nor- 
folk, Tidewater State Fair, Oct. 12-16; 
| Shipman, Nelson County, Oct. 2-15; 
Chase City. Mecklenburg, Oct. 12-16; 
Boston, Halifax County, Oct. 19-25; 
poria, Emporia, Oct. 19-23. 
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AFA Ordered Of Tom 
Lot; Cole-Beatty Signs; 40% Hike 


Mix Circus 





HUMPHRIES’ ALL-ENG. 
AND CANADIAN CIRCUS 


Toronto, Sept. 14. 

Len Humphries is organizing an 
all-Canadian and English Circus to 
tour Canada next season. A _ well 
known English circus owner is in- 
terested in sponsoring the show, as 
well as a number of prominent To- 
ronto financiers, who are putting up 
most of the dough. 


Top will be made in England and 
be a 90-foot round, with three 40- 
foot middles, the entire show being 
motorized. Efforts will be made to 
run the show on English lines. Show 
will have a 10-piece Canadian band. 


Attempts are being made at Ot- 
| tawa (capital seat) to place an em- 
| bargo on American circuses entering 
Canada for a period of three years, 
or place a prohibitive tax on each 
show for every day it plays the Do- 
minion. 

Humphries will sail for England 
early in October. 


WHALEN SETS 
FRANCE FOR 
N.Y. FAIR 


Paris, Sept. 4. 
French participation in the New 
York 1939 World Fair was assured 
following a visit of Grover Whalen 
and a decision taken by the French 
cabinet, 


Marcel Olivier, president of the 
French Line, was named commis- 
sioner general for France at the 
New York show and at the same 
time it was stressed that the French 
government took pleasure in re- 
ciprocating American participation 
in the present Exhibition here. 

No definite decision has yet been 
taken as to what form the French 
exhibit will take, but assurances 
were given to Whalen that it will 
be more than adequate. 

Groundwork for this action was 
laid by Whalen on his first visit 
here when he conferred with gov- 
ernment officials and members of 
the French cabinet. 














NICKS ROSE GIRLS 


Chorines at Cleveland Expo Must 
pay % on 14 weeks 








Cleveland, Sept. 14. 

Walter Hulley, booker and head of 
Artists and Models Bureau here, 
finally won test suit against three 
showgirls at Great Lakes Ex- 
position, when court ordered them 
to pay him 10% commission on sala- 
ries for jobs secured’ through 
bureau. 


Girls denied that bureau helped 
them, but Hulley and his personnel 
director, Pauline Skidmore, proved 
that girls signed contracts with 
them. Partner formerly worked at 
Aquacade, but was paid off for com- 
plete engagement and dismissed 
when suit was filed. 


Decision affects about 30 show- 
girls at Aquacade and Pioneer 
Palace, who must pay commission on 
their last fourteen weeks’ salaries, 
which amounts to about $35 per girl. 

Hulley & Skidmore also have an- 
other suit pending against Rose, 
Rube Bernstein and Lincoln Dickey, 
general manager of Expo, for $7,000. 
Agents allege that Aquacade officials 
tried to keep them from collecting 
commissions due, damaging the 
bureau's reputation so much that it 
folded. 


Circus Routes 


Week of Sept. 20 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 
Amarillo, Tex., 20-25 (Tri State Fair). 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Angeles, 246-22. 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Paris, Tex., 20: Texarkana, Ark., 21; 
| Shreveport, La., Longview, Tex., 23; 
| Corsicana, 24; 5 Gaines- 
} ville, 26. 


os 
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Greenville, 





Chicago, Sept. 14. 

After finishing up on the organi- 
zation of Ringling Bros., Barnum & 
Bailey circus, Ralph Whitehead, ex- 
ecutive secretary American Federa- 
tion of Actors, is said to have ap- 
peared on the Tom Mix lot to set 
things there, but was ordered off the 
grounds, 

Expulsion was peaceable, accord- 
ing to reports, and did not in any 
way duplicate the trouble AFA or- 
ganizer Guy Magley had two weeks 
ago when he was allegedly assaulted 
while trying to organize Cole Bros. 
performers. 

Understood that Whitehead. was 
ordered off the lot, even though he 
was getting but scant attention from 
the performers. Management left 
the impression that they didn’t care 
if Whitehead worked among their 
people, but he musn’t do it on the 
lot. 

As yet it’s not known as to 
whether any results were obtained 
by Whitehead in his campaign, but 
Ringling Bros. avoided any mass 
picketing and newspaper campaign 
such as was indicated for the Cele 
Bros. route after the alleged rough- 
ing Magley received. 





Cole Brothers-Clyde Beatty cir- 
cus signed closed shop agreement 
with American Federation of Actors 
last week, actual signing taking 
place in Atlantic City, N. J., between 
Ralph Whitehead, for AFA and 
Hugh Barnhart, prez of circus out< 
fit. 

New deal calls for minimum wage 
of $40 weekly for all performers, re- 
ported by AFA as a 40% tilt over 
what they had previously been get- 
ting. Ringling-BB had previously 
been signed for $60 weekly mini- 
mum but the Cole-Beatty outfit had 
nixed all gestures of signing up un- 
til last week. Matter was brought to 
a head when Guy Magley, AFA or- 
ganizer was allegedly beaten up on 
the Cole-Beatty lot in Everett, 
Wash., some weeks ago because of 
union activities with AFA retaliat- 
ing by picketing the circus parades 
with banners and placards which 
eventually brought change of heart 
and the signing up last week. 


Cole’s Coast Pitch - 


Hollywood, Sept. 14. 

Cole Bros.-Beatty-Maynard circus 
pitches in downtown Los Angeles 
next Sunday (19) following two per- 
formances at Glendale the same day. 
After a four-day stand the outfit 
moves on to Hollywood for another 
four days, then Long Beach, Santa 
Monica and other Southern Califor- 
nia spots. 

Next Monday night the personnel 
will be guested by the Pacific Coast 
Showmen’s League at a midnight 
supper. 











Barely Biack 


Lincoln, Sept. 14. 
Nebraska State Fair barely nosed 


over into the black this year, coming 
out 6,500 paid admissions 
1936. 


and fact that 50c gate stayed all day 


behind 
Heaviér pari-mutuel handle 

















instead of dropping at 6 p.m. daily 
may about even the money. Short- 
age of kids due to the paralysis 
fright, was the big dig. Carnival, 
Beckmann & Gerety, got even with 
1936 on a $16,500 gross. 

Was the biggest radio year on the 
grounds — five stations covering. 
WOW, Omaha; KFAB, Lincoln; 
KOIL, Omaha; KFOR, Lincoln, and 
KFNF, Shenandoah, were all airing 
from the spot. 


Jumped the Band 


Woodward, Okla., Sept. 14. 

More than 6,000 people from 17 
states and Canada were at the open- 
ing day performance of the third 
largest rodeo in the country Sept. 10. 

No major accidents marred the 
day’s performance though a horse 
stepped on one of the bulldoggers 
as he was thrown into a fence and 
the Fort Sill army band was forced 
to climb a fence when a runaway 
brone jumped from the arena. 








Carney Helper Killed 
Columbus, Ga., Sept. 14. 
Funeral services for Carl Davis, 
employe of Lee Amusement Co., who 
was crushed to death near Seale, 
Ala., under wheels of trailer, were 
‘held here Thursday (9). Tragedy 
| occurred while carney was moving 


‘from here to Clayton. Ala., playdate. 














62. 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 15, 1937 





az 














News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


— ) 





East 


Subway and El newsstands shut 
Jast week when the boys went on 
a AFL strike for closed shop. 

Richard Franko Goldman joins his 
father’s band as associate conductor. | 

Adele Petit, N. Y. pianist, hurry- 
ing home from Shanghai, where she 





Metro officials for $2,000 to suppress 
a ‘saucy story’ about Madge Evans, 
admitted it was all a fake. Had 
been a patient in an asylum and 
latest outbreak may put him back 
there. 

The Shuberts and Norman Bel 
Geddes to have-a Jai Alai court at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair. 

Raymond Moore, who’s been run- 
ning the Cape Playhouse, Denis, 


Mass., robbed by three young men. | 


was the guest of the wife of former | te charges they put knockout drops 


Chinese consul-general in fi 
Went through the first bombing and 


steamer for home. 

Salmagzi double heading weekend | 
opera. Hippodrome, N. Y., and | 
Brooklyn Academy of Music. 

ercury theatre, repertory group, 
announces presentations of ‘Julius 
Caesar’ Nov. 6; ‘Shoemaker’s Holi- 
day’ Dec. 6, and ‘Duchess of Malfi, 
Jan. 15. Also prepping ‘Heartbreak 
House’ and ‘King John.’ 

Leo Fuchs late getting back from 
Europe so the National (Yiddish) 
sets back ‘Give Me Back My Heart 
to Sept. 20. 

Dept. of Agriculture announces 
cows like radio music, but it must 
be sweet and soft. Can’t stand swing. 


Evelyn Dean, dancer from Holly- 
wood, another victim of the current 
outbreak of jewel thievery. Trussed 
up in her apartment at the May- 
flower hotel while two men de- 
camped with about $3,000 worth of 
loot. Arrest of one suspect brought 
back $2,500. 


Robert Oliver, office boy for 
Chamberlain Brown, given a mss. to 
deliver to a passenger on the Queen 
Mary. Carried off and will get back 
to the office ‘via London. ; 

Advance sale for ‘Victoria Regina’ 
so heavy in Hartford Helen Hayes 
will start her tour a day earlier and 
give town two performances. 

Eleventh hour payments save Al 
Capone’s Florida estate from tax 
sale. 

Paint bombs replacing stenchers 
in labor warfare in N. Y. Glass con- 
tainers of red paint tossed from pass- 
ing autos. 

Si Fabian marking his fourth year 
in Brooklyn theatres. 

Mrs. Frederick W. Engel, the for- 


;|in a drink and decamped with cloth- 


jing value 000. 
beat it for Tokyo, where she caught | ae, Te a ae 


One suspect 


Coast 


J. A. (Foghorn) Murphy. LL. A. 
political figure, filed suit for $450,000 
charging a conspiracy to d2priv2 him 
of money he investe? in a projected 
radio station at Rosario Beach, 
Lower California. Defendants are 
the International Broadca‘‘in:g Syvs- 
tem, a Mexican corp ration, and a 
group of individuals heeded by M. P. 





| Barbachano. 


Hamilton ‘Buddy’ Westmore indi- 
cated he will contest Martha Raye’s 
divorce suit when his attorney, 
Harry E. Sokolov, filed an answer to 
her action started. earlier in the 
week. Blaming Pete Bauman, for- 
mer waiter, and Mrs. Maybelle 
Hopper Reed, Martha’s mother, also 
known as Peg Raye, for his marital 
woes, Westmore also expressed in- 
tention of filing alienation action. 
He also will sue to break an agree- 
ment under which he consented to 
relinquish his community interest in 
Miss Raye’s earnings on the ground 
that he is not yet 21. 


Clifford V. Herbert, son of Victor 
Herbert, won dismissal of a breach 
of promise suit brought against him 
by Lillian Kingsinger, who sought 
$50,000. Herbert entered a general 
denial to her charges of betrayal 
under promise of marriage. 





Rossheim 











(Continued from page 5) 





mer Louella Gear, of musicomedy, 


mourns the loss of $26,500 in jewels, | heim got his start. The firm handled | 
lifted from Southampton home of | legal affairs of the circuit, and Ross- | 


John W. Kaiser. 

Frederick Brodesser, of Brooklyn, 
and his wife suing the Stork Club 
for $60,000. Say they were bounced 
out in Aonril, ’36, 

Kay Parsons, who had planned to 
hang on to her Showboat until after 
the Legion convetion, quit when the 
weather turned cold. Figured she 
could not get back on the convention 
what she’d lose meantime. 

Noel Coward, back on this side, an- 











heim was made its treasurer at 
$25,000. Nine years later, when the 
stockholders split into factions, he 
was skyrocketed to the presidency 
in role of a compromise candidate. 
He was given an option to buy 10,000 
shares of Stanley stock at $40 

share. The market value at the time 
fluctuated between 30% and 45, and 
Rossheim did not have to exercise 





nounces he has made no plans for his option until the market price 


the immediate future, but there’s no 
telling when he’ll change his mind. 

Yetta Zwerling, Yiddish actress, 
reported to police last week that 
she and her son had been bound and 
robbed by two thugs who entered 
her apartment on pretense of deliv- 
erin? a telegram. Got about $10,000 
worth of jewels and $45 in cash. 

Motion pictures of various body 
functions made with the X-ray 
shown in Jersey City medical center 
last week. New process said to be 
successful. 

Nedia Boulanger, who taught com- 
position to George Gershwin, to be 
a tuest conductor at a Boston Sym- 
rhony concert the coming season. 


Firt skirted stick-shaker in 57 years. | 

F-ank Buck slapved by a Brooklyn | 
Badly |". ; > 
shaken up, but not hurt. Car he was | in his 1928 tax report. At first the | 


tro'lev car last Thursday. 
dr‘vint a wreck, 

Fe27in dramatic school has moved 
into Roc'cfeller Center. 

Frank Reer in N. Y. Supreme Court 
last week to seek to prevent his 
dauthter. Adele, from going to Hol- 
lywood in starch of a picture en- 
gagement. Contends it is not the 
prone morrl environment for a 16- 
yvear-°ld, Decision reserved, but 
PBrer hrs the right to visit the child. 
who is in the custody of his divorced 
wife. ones a week, and intimated that 
how Inovirs the city would interfere 
with this decree. Justice sidestepped 
th> morals anzle. 

Jersey Alcoholic Beverase Com- 
mission rules that a magician who? 
pull- esektails out of a hat must have 
# vroper vermit to serve licors. 
Press atenrt for nitery highly elated 
at the publicity. 

First Actors’ Fund benefit this sea- 
son given bv ‘Babes in Arms’ yes- 
terdav (Tuesday). 

It took 20 minutes and 
riot squad to enforce the decision of 
the umnire in a semi-pro game in 
Queens Sunday. 

Oscar (of the Waldorf) Tschir'cy 
will celebrate his golden wedding 
anniversary Saturday. Wil! be given 
a testimonial dinner Oct. 7. 

Triboro Bridge Quartet won the 


a nolice | 


rose to $55 for lots of 1,000 shares. 

This peak was reached in August, 
1928, when rumors spread the War- 
ners were dickering for the Stanley 
circuit because the latter was unable 
to put through a refinancing scheme. 
Rossheim exercised his option and 
the company had to pay $477,212.50 
for the 10,000 shares. It had agreed 
to sell them to Rossheim for $285,000. 

The 8,800 shares of Warner for 
which they were exchanged had a 
market value of $528,800. Rossheim 
didn’t have the money and had to 
borrow from banks and put up the 
| stock as collateral. 

The deal was consummated, but 
Rossheim did not include the profit 











| Revenue Department claimed $45,000 
|in taxes on the ‘profit difference’ of 
| $186,000 between the amount Ross- 
|heim paid Stanley and the $477,000 
it cost to buy the 10,000 shares. Later 
it hiked the tax claim to $60,000 on 
contention that Rossheim’s profit was 
|$243,000, the difference between 
| $285,000 he paid Stanley and the 
| $528,000 market value of Warner 
| stock. 

The U. S. Board of Tax Appeals 
| ordered him to pay the $45,000 figure. 
|Both he and the Revenue Depart- 
ment appealed, however—Rossheim 
| because he didn’t want to pay any- 
thing at all, the department becaure 
the tax was not set at $60,000. The 


| Circuit Court gave Rossheim a com- | 


plete victory. 


| 





Lopez in Cleve 





} 


Cleveland, Sept. 14. 

| Vincent Lopez is opening at the 
| Great Lakes Expo Friday (17) for 
10 days as the final guest band for 
Billy Rose’s Aquacade. Fair closes 





finals in the American Ballad con- | Sept. 26. 


test held under police auspices at 
Randalls Island Sunday. Green 
Brothers four were runners-up. 
Third annual contest for the barber 
shov chordists. 

Frederick J. ‘Wood, Richmond 
gouth who tried te shake down 


Lopez follows. Dick Stabile, who 
closes Thursday. 





Lawrence Tibbett expected back 
from Europe the day before Thanks- 
giving. 


| Erpi. Waits 


(Continued from page 27) 











velopments on sound _ recording, 
feeling within the official family is 
that the organization should retain 
theatre reproduction methods on a 
parity with improvements and re- 
finements in recording. — 





It has been known for a long time 
in the trade that the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. was desirous 
| of getting out of the sound reproduc- 
ing equipment field in America for 
two reasons. One was that A.T.&T. 
is determined to devote its energies 
strictly to the telephone business. 
|The other was the realization that 
the domestic sound reproducing busi- 
| ness does not offer the opportunities 
|of old, with the bulk of theatres 
|equipped and some 50-60 sound 
| manufacturers in the field. 
| ERPI execs are understood to be- 
lieve that there is plenty of business 
| still available in the foreign field 


= that 1,200 to 1,500 installations 


in a year in the U. S. from now on 
would be tops. Figured that if they 
| obtained 500-600 of these they would 
| be doing well. To handle this com- 
| paratively small amount of business, 
la little, compact company now is 
|deemed sufficient and prerequisite 
| to operation on a successful basis. 


| Music Notes 
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Doesn’t Grow on Trees’ for the next 
George Raft starrer at Paramount. 





Edward Ward is scoring ‘Manne- 
quin’ at Metro. 





Harry Owens is cleffing the title 
song for Sol Lesser’s Bobby Breen 
starrer, ‘Stowaway in Paradise.’ 








Abe Meyer scoring ‘Mr. Boggs 


Buys a Barrel’ for GN. 





Eddie Ward is doing the musical 
treatment on Metro’s ‘Navy Blue 
and Gold.’ 








Lew Pollack and Sidney Mitchell 
cleffed ‘Happy Ending’ for Shirley 
| Temple to warble in ‘Heidi’ at 20th- 
| Fox. 





| Max Terr handling vocal and 
|choral numbers for Walt Disney's 
i ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.’ 





| Felix Bernard and Irving Bibo 
peddied their tune, ‘Moon Over the 
Islands,’ warbled in GN’s ‘Wallaby 
Jim of the Islands,’ to Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble, 





Bernie Cummins is back recording 
"em for the phonograph. He has 
affiliated his band with American 
Record. Cummins at one time was 
cutting ’em under six different 
names. 





Henry Tobias, songwriter, may go 
to the Coast shortly to join Conn 
| Melody Pictures headed by Maurice 
| Conn, negotiations being on to set 
| him as a songsmith and assistant di- 

rector. 








| ‘Argentine Skies,’ written by 
| Hughie Barret, orch pilot at the 
Tavern on the Green, Central Park, 
N. Y., and Jimmy Van Hensan, is 
being published by Southern Music. 





Harold Rubinstein is the new chief 
|arranger for Shapiro, Bernstein & 
|Co., while Ronney Kaye, formerly 
with CBS has joined the firm’s pro- 
fessional staff. 








L. Wolfe Gilbert penned a pair of 
ditties in collaboration, ‘Since 
| Charlie McCarthy’s in Town’ with 
| Jimmy Hanley, and ‘Tune in On 
| My Heart’ with Joe Sanders. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schorr, 
daughter, Sept. 10, in Los Angeles. 
Father is in Metro property depart- 
ment. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Weiner, daugh- 
| ter, in Brooklyn, N. Y., Sept. 7. 
Father is nitery press agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lindsley Parsons, 
| daughter, Sept. 13 in Hollywood. 
|Father is supervisor at Grand Na- 
tional, 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tashlan, a 
daughter, Sept. 13 in Los Angeles, 


Father is Merrie Meiodies super- 
visor, 





| latter 
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OBITUARIES 


FREDERICK PAULDING 


Frederick Paulding, 78, actor and 
later lecturer on stage subjects, died 
in Rutherford, N. J., Sept. 6, of a 
heart attack. 

The son of Col. Richard Irving 
Dodge, he was the first child born in 


the military reservation at West 
Point. He adopted his mother’s 
name for stage use. 

His fine stage presence, added to 


his acting ability, early brought him 
to the fore as a leading man for such 
stars as Margaret Mather and he 
played Capt. Absolute in one of the 
revivals of ‘The Rivals’ with the 
Joseph Jefferson, William J. Florence 
Mrs. John Drew combination. In the 
part of his stage career he 
was star in his own right. 

On his retirement he devoted his 
time to readings and lectures and 
only the week before had ended an 
engagement at the Seton Hall sum- 
mer school. 


He was unmarried and made his! 


home with a cousin, Miss Fannie A. 
Wood, 





FRANK FERGUSON 

Frank Ferguson, 74, actor, 
wright and lecturer, died in 
York, Sept. 8. 

Born in Boston, his first stage ex- 
perience was in light opera in that 
city, but he presently turned to 
dramatic criticism on the Boston 
Home Journal. He later went to 
Chicago as drama critic of the Satur- 
day Evening Herald. He wrote 41 
one-act plays, chiefly for yaudeville 
use, including ‘Ace of Trumps’ 
which Rose Coughlan used _ in 
vaudeville for seven years. Others 
using his material were Amelia 
Bingham, Minnie Dupree, Denman 
Thompson and Charles Hawtrey. 

He was for two years director of 
the dramatic department of the 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences and had lectured at Colum- 
bia University, University of Chi- 
cago and Long Island University. 

A sister survives. 


play- 
New 





CHARLES BIEDERMAN 


Charles Biederman, 60, who was 
in the band on the Buffalo Bill show, 
died in Newark Sept. 10. 

Following his marriage in ’89, he 
retired from the road and settled in 
Newark, forming the first boys’ band 
in the state. He had been instruc- 
tor of the Newark police band for a 
number of years and engaged in 
other musical enterprises. At one 
time he had more than 30 bands un- 
der his direction. 

Surviving are his 
daughters and a son. 


widow, two 





RICHARD ALBERT CONNELL 


Richard A, (Dick) Connell, 65, 
former high diver with Ringling 
Bros. and Royal English Circus, died 
Sept. 6 in Detroit. He joined Ring- 
ling’s at the age 17. He retired 
shortly after diving in Paine’s Siege 
of Vicksburg at the 1893 Chicago 
world fair, and became a real estate 
developer on Chicago’s northsiae. 

Surviving are the widow and one 
son, Richard A. Connell, jr., director 
of public safety in Hamtramck, Mich. 
Burial in Detroit. 

DANNY MANN 
(Jay P. Burgess) 

Jay P. Burgess, 81, professionally 
known as Danny Mann, for years in 
vaudeville in a rural sketch, died in 
Haverhill, Mass., Sept. 8. He was the 
uncle of Burgess Meredith. 

Mann, who headed the act known 
as Danny and Dolly Mann, was forced 
to retire from the stage because of 
deafness. He opened a camp at 
Rome, Maine, on the Belgrade lakes, 
favored by actors on vacatoin. 

He is also survived by his wife, a 
son and a brother. 





NIC AMOS 
Nie Amos, 76, believed to be the 
first chain motion picture theatre 


operator in the U. S., died in Lincoln, 
Neb., Sept. 13. 

As early as 1906 he operated two 
houses in Lincoln, two in Omaha and 
South Omaha, Neb., and Wichita, 
Kan.; three in Council Bluffs, Ia.; 
one in Leavenworth and Topeka, 
Kan., and one in Burlington, Ia. 

His widow and two daughters sur- 
vive. 

WILLIAM P. MURPHY 

William P. Murphy, 60, died in 
New York Sept. 7 of cerebral hemor- 
rhage. 

For several years he appeared in 
the’ Henry W. Savage musicals in 
baritone roles and for a number of 
seasons he was associated with the 








Gus Hill productions. He was also 
a stage director on the Columbia 
Burlesque Wheel. 

The remains were taken to hig 
home, Eastport, Maine, for inter. 
ment. 





CHARLES STALDER 

Charles Stalder, 52, one of Akron’s 
veteran motion picture theatre 
operators died there Sept. 7. He had 
been identified with the operation of 
theatres in Akron for more than 25 
years. 

During that time he owned and 
operated the Nixon, and also had 
operated the Southern and Peoples. 

His wife a son, two daughters sur- 
vive. 


FRANK ALEXANDER 
Frank Alexander, 58 screen 
comedian, died Sept. 8 in North 
Hollywood. He weighed 440 pounds 
and had been in pictures since 1913, 


starting in the old Keystone 
comedies. 
Services were held Sept. 10° in 


Hollywood, cremation following. The 
widow, survives. 





M. J. McGINNIS 


M. J. McGinnis, prior to 1927 man- 
ager of several theatres in Des 
Moines and at one time manager of 
Riverview park, died at his home in 
Chicago on Sept. 2 following an ex- 
tended illness. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Genevieve Noland of Des 
Moines. 





J. L. WILSON 


J. L. Wilson, 73, died at his home 
in Durant, Okla., Sept. 10 after an 
illness extending over a year. 

He operated the first theatre in 
Durant and after retiring from the 
theatre business engaged in the 
sporting goods and jewelry business, 
until his death. 





FREDERICK S. BUSCHMAN 


Frederick S. Buschman, 26, public 
ity man for Martin’s Hell Riders 
and formerly writer of market and 
financial script for WHIO, was killed 
when his motorcycle crashed into 
an auto in Springfield, O., last Fri- 
day. Survivors include mother and 
Sister. 





RALPH WALTON 

Ralph Walton, 42, of vaudeville 
team of McCoy and Walton, died at 
his home in Philadelphia, Pa, 
Sent. 11. 

Death attributed to gall bladder 
condition from which he suffered 
for some time. 





HARRY JOHNSON 


Harry Johnson, 56, former Des 
Moines musician, died Sept. 3 in Chi- 
cago where for many years he was 
a French horn player in the Chicago 
symphony orchestra. 

He is survived by his wife, one 
sister and a brother. 





JULIUS HOPP 
Julius Hopp, 59, died in New York 
Sept. 2. 
Survived by his widow and two 
daughters. 





Mother of John Sheehan, of Gen- 
eral Electric’s broadcasting division 
and a freelance announcer and 
“2-9 at WGY, died in Schenectady, 
# 





MARRIAGES 


Emma McKenzie to Billy Gilbert 
Sept. 12 in Los Angeles. Groom is 
pix player and scenarist. 

Alyce Mercedes McLaughlin to 
Charles Correll Sept. 11 in Glendale, 
Calif. Second trip for the groom 
who is Amos of ‘Amos ’n’ Andy.’ 
Bride is dancer. 

Patsy Ruth Miller to John Lee 
Mahin, at Tia Juana, Mex., Sept. 4. 
Bride, film actress, was formerly 
married to Tay Garnett. Groom is 4 
writer at Metro. 

Charles Gartner to Mildred Hollis 
in N. Y., Sept. 4. Groom is head of 
foreign publicity for Paramount. 

Marguerite Newton to Henry Rod- 
gers, singer with Al Lyons orches- 
tra, Sept. 6 in Los Angeles. 

Phyllis Gilman, model, to Lou 
Holtz, stage and radio comedian, 
Sept. 11 at Agua Caliente, Mexico. 

Evelyn Jane Esenther to Truman 
Bradley Sept. 8, in Chicago. Groom 
is Columbia announcer. 

Mary Howard to Russell Schoen- 
garth, Sept. 5 in Yuma, Ariz. Groom 
is a film editor with Monogram. 
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“ent during the convention were 


M. H. Aylesworth, James J. Farley 
and Cordell Hull. Committee had 
been appointed to do some feeling 
around in that direction and to re- 
port its likely candidate at the Oc- 
tober meet. 

No Hotel Space 


After the NAB had sent out its 
general invitation originally dated 
Oct. 4 it developed that there 
was slim chance of the conven- 
tion getting hotel accommodations 
during the specified week. A 
cursory check has already disclosed 
that reservations are heavy for the 
World Series, and that no large mod- 
ern hotel in the Grand Central sec- 
dor can guarantee a major share of 
the rooms required. The Oct. 12 
date was then picked and reserva- 
tions made with the Belmont Plaza, 
formerly the Montclair hotel, for the 
gathering. 

NAB board of directors acted on 
the special convention call following 
two sessions in New York Friday 
(10) and Saturday, during which 
personalities and recriminations flew 
thickly and bitterly. Several NAB 
directors scored the present associ- 


ation’s administration for what was | 
described as a do-nothing policy and | 


asserted that, if the NAB didn’t im- 
mediately assume an active part in 
solving the industry’s problems, an- 
other organization would be created 
to take its place. 

It was during the Friday session 
that the intra-directorate acrimony 
was at its worst. John Elmer, NAB 


prez, took some of the association's. 


directors to task for acting on the 
musicians’ employment issue with- 
out consulting with him and the 
other board members. He also criti- 
cized L. B. Wilson, NAB director 
and owner of WCKY, Covington, Ky., 
for taking the initiative in raising 
money to cover the expenses of the 
broadcasters’ convention of several 
weeks ago in New York, without 
first taking it up with the NAB. 


Personalities 


Wilson retorted that he would be 
giad to relieve Elmer of any em- 
barrassment and he forthwith of- 
fered his resignation. Ed Craig, of 
WSM, Nashville, joined Wilson in 
the resignation offer, but there was 
no move to act in either case. 


During the next day’s session of 
the board the recalcitrant members 
renewed their raking of the asso- 
ciation’s heads. They declared that 
Eimer and others must try to make 
it a more effective NAB, consider the 
problems of the larger stations as 
well as the 100-watters, and develop 
a definite service to all members or 
the network-affiliated stations would 
undertake to set up their own or- 
ganization. 





| War Coverage 
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have continued to repair the Chenju 
station, but even when and if they are 
successful another Japanese attack 
may put it off the air again at any 
time. Both CBS and NBC have 
men in China who are working with 
authorities there to set up some 
means of originating voice broad- 
casts from the war zone. Chenju 
normally broadcast on power be- 
tween 20 to 40 k.w. 

Only means of communication 
with the outside world since the out- 
break of hostilities has been a small 
wireless telegraph station in the In- 
ternational Settlement at Shanghai. 
With the beginning of fighting 
against China, the Japanese cut the 
Pacific cables, so the news services, 
as well as the broadcasting com- 
panies, have been getting all their 
reports via wireless telegraph. Such 
messages are usually picked up at 
San Francisco, but some are received 
at Manila and rebroadcast from there 
to this country. Power of the 
Shanghai station is about 200 watts. 

Believed unlikely that the Japs 
Will attempt to destroy the Shanghai 
transmitter or otherwise interrupt 
Service or censor messages since the 
Station is in the International Settle- 
ment and any action by Japanese 
military leaders would arouse a hur- 
Ticane of protest throughout the 


World. There is still no regular 
aeule of transmissions from 
anghai and if and when the 


henju or Hankow transmitters be- 
es broadcasting voice programs 
oa by the Japanese to attack 
: m from the air are expected 
ee Both NBC and CBS are 
an closely with RCA officials 
: a tempts to arrange better radio 
overage of the war. 
‘ 


ee 


Nigel Bruce Explains 
New York, Sept. 13. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Your reviewer, commenting on my 
performance in ‘Virginia,’ wrote that 
I ‘did not seem to know what it was 
all about and had the misfortune of 
fumbling some lines.’ 

I am sorry your reviewer gave that 
mistaken judgment on the ‘fumbling’ 
of lines. That fumbling was quite 
deliberate, necessary to the charac- 
terization I am striving for, in my 
opinion. I play a mildly amorous 
gentleman whose approach to ro- 
mance is a bit faltering, best ex- 
pressed, to my notion, in uncertainty 
of speech. Since I worked toward 
achieving that, I feel I have been 


missed as ineptitude. 

All critics, of course, have the right 
to disapprove of anybody’s perform- 
ance, but in your reviewer's case I 
| believe he went: outside his right to 
harm me by misstatement of fact. If 





| he cares to stop at-any performance | 


| he will learn I have not altered my 
| characterization at all since opening 
night. 


Nigel Bruce. 





Song Sheet Pirates 
New York, Sept. 13. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I have just returned from 
Pacific Coast and I should like to 
|inform that Tom Coakley, wel 
| known San Francisco attorney and 
former orchestra leader, is respon- 
sible, more than any other person, 
for clearing the streets of San Fran- 


the 


of songsheets. 

He is the first man to tackle this 
difficult racket with a campaign of 
investigation and policing so. con- 
vincing and thorough that not a 
single offender remains. 

There were also approximately 150 
drug stores and newspaper stands 
that were selling an average of 
10,000 illicit songsheets a month. 
Coakley wiped them out completely. 

John G. Paine, managing director 
of ASCAP, recently retained Coak- 
ley in a songsheet case against A. 
Cavalli of San Francisco, which the 
latter settled after paying a penalty 
of $750. There have, in addition, 
been excellent prosecutions around 
New York and the east, through the 
drive of the MPPA and its regular 
agent. The field, however, is so 
large and this underworld racket is 
so widespread that it is a pity there 
are not a few more Tom Coakleys 
in the southern and western states 
to eradicate this songsheet piracy 
entirely. 

In the course of my trips to the 
Coast I have learned of the above 
facts and I have no other motive, 
excepting to give credit where it is 
due, to any one who can cope suc- 
cessfully with this evil which has 
existed for 10 or more years in the 
music industry. 


William Wiemann, 
Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 


Doe Himber’s Radio Panacea 
New York, Sept. 9. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Has it occurred that no other 
phase of entertainment endeavor is 
literally as ‘mixed up’ as radio? 
Marry and constant have been the 
‘ribs’ directed at the motion picture 
industry as a whole and at certain 
individuals in it, prompted by mass 
or solo idiosyncrasies of a harmless 
nature. Samuel Goldwyn is still a 
very shrewd and highly respected 
business man in spite of his ‘include 
me out’ manner of speech. 

But no other form of amusement 
enterprise has ever been guilty of 
trying to ‘cut its own throat’ as 
radio is constantly doing. Competi- 
tion is rife in all ferms of amuse- 
ment endeavor. If one movie com- 
pany makes a successful football pic- 
ture it presages a cycle of similar 
films. Nevertheless, there is a profit- 
able and businesslike dispatch about 
presenting these films to the public. 

Visualize, if you can, the bewilder- 
ment of a movie audience asked to 
witness two pictures at one time, 
each being projected upon half the 
screen. Has anyone ever asked a 
theatre audience to watch two plays 
at one time? Certainly not. Yet 
radio is guilty of just that. 

Certain air times are considered 
‘more desirable’ than others. The 
result is that three and sometimes 
four expensive programs vie for 
listener interest at the same time. 





| three or four different films at the 
| same time on the screen of the Radio 
| City Music Hall at 9 p. m. on Satur- 
| day night because somebody discov- 


dealt with unfairly in having it dis- | 


| for a long time. 


cisco properly of all bootleg vendors | 


To me, that is just like showing | 


FORUM 











; ered that $ ». Saturday night was 
i the time when t! was the great- 
est number of peo present. 

Can a sponsor who presents a pro- 
gram at a specified hour already oc- 
cupied by an established and popu- 
lar program on another network, 
hope to wean away that audience? 
The best that can happen is that the 
new sponsor will take away part of 
the audience that customarily listens 
to the other show. And what hap- 
pens? Both programs suffer. The 
established show loses some of its 
followers—because no program in 
radio is so complete that it can hold 
all listeners. The second show 
doesn’t even get to first base. 

Two seasons ago, Jack Benny and 
| Eddie Cantor were pitted against 
each other, and both programs un- 
questionably suffered. There were 
many people who liked both come- 
dians. One week they would’ listen 
to Benny—the next week they'd 
hear Cantor. ‘Some listeners adopt- 
ed the expedient of listening to one 
program until the commercial spiel 
}came on—whereupon they would 
| promptly dial te the other show and 
|listen to that until a commercial 
| caused them to switch back. 

Certainly a sponsor with a new 
|show would do better to select a 
|‘less desirable’ air time any night 
,in the week when the competition 
| wasn’t so keen, than to try and lure 
| away an audience that had been list- 
}ening to a well established program 
George Washington 
Hill, president of the American To- 
bacco Co., and sponsor of my 
Wednesday night ‘Your Hit Parade’ 
series over the NBC red chain, with 
|}a similar program each Saturday 
night over CBS, is shrewd enough 
to realize this. Hence my program 
and the Saturday night show are 
heard at times comparatively free 
‘from competition. We aren’t on the 
air Sunday nights, when all of 
America, as the survey-ites would 
have you believe, is sitting before a 
loud speaker. Sunday night, to my 
mind, is to radio what 42d street and 
Fifth avenue would be at 5 p. m. 
without traffic lights and without a 
traffic cop. 

Radio is not a ‘one night stand.’ 
Monday, Tuesday or any day in the 
week, for that matter, is a good time 
for a radio program if you have a 
worth-while show. Radio is not the 
theatre where you figure on a bigger 
gross Saturday nights after every- 
body has gotten his pay check and 
takes out the family or a best girl. 

Something should be done about 
this. Jeanette MacDonald is to be 
heard via CBS in opposition to Jack 
Benny. Would Miss MacDonald con- 
sent to sing in a picture at the same 
time Grace Moore is singing or .per- 
haps at the same time Jack Benny 
is telling jokes? Then why is Miss 
MacDonald asked to sing on the air 
when Benny and his crew are go- 
ing through their comedy routines? 

It is difficult to offer a ready so- 
lution. Saying, ‘reallocate air times 
and have a board of control to regu- 
late programs so there would be no 
confliction between major shows’ is 
a simple thing—in the saying. In 
practice, it might be something else 
again. However, radio and its ex- 
ecutives should take cognizance of 
this situation. It would be more 
than an altruistic gesture to enhance 
the enjoyment of radio listening. It 
would immeasurably help the ex- 
chequer and budgets and returns for 
the sponsor—and in radio, that’s 
what counts! 





Richard Himber. 


In re Screen Adv. 


New York, Sept. 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


There has been much comment in 
the press recently about the booing 
of screen advertising which started 
in a theatre in Little Rock. What 
began as a local press agent’s gag 
gained national prominence and 
again came into public notice about 
a week ago when its actions were 
copied in a Tifton (Ga.) theatre. 

Local advertising has been carried 
on the screens of the country for 
many years. Objections have often 
been voiced because of the crudity 
of its presentation. National adver- 
tisers fully realizing the value of 
screen advertising have entered the 
field. They have elevated the me- 
dium and are delivering their mes- 
sages by way of comedy, cartoon 
and color. These short length com- 
|mercials are produced by reputable 
film companies in a first-class Holly- 
| wood manner. 

The theatres carrying this adver- 
tising are being paid substantial 
isums for screen space, one chain 
_in the south receiving $80,000 yearly. 
Screen advertising means too much 
to the theatre owner and. also the 








advertiser and they are therefore 
removing any unpleasant features 
associated with it. The public is ad- 
vertising conscious and if it is pre- 
sented in the proper way there can 
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Legionnaires 











(Continued from page 1) 





‘three reviewing stands and disband 


in the 70’s. 
Parade gets under way about noon, 





be no objection. It is not the me- 
dium of advertising which is being | 
attacked, but rather the manner of | 
presentation. Certainly, properly | 
presented screen advertising can’t be 
quite as bad as some of the previews | 


and probably will be in motion un- 
til after midnight. 

American Legion convention dele- 
gate expenditure of $5,000,000 will go 
to the greatest extent to hotels and 
department stores and other shops 


the patrons are compelled to sit |) the city. Figured that about 45% 


through. 
Adverising, in every medium, is | 
here to stay. Without it the news- 


| 


| 
paper, magazine and radio business |OF More 


would be greatly curtailed. Of | 
course the advertising agency and 
also the national advertiser seek to 
present their commodity to the pub- 
lic in the most appealing manner, 
and toward this end they are for- 
ever striving. 


Al. Fair, 
President, Screen Broadcast Corp. 


No Bull 


Dallas, Sept. 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The bull fights at the Greater 
Texas and Pan-American Exposition, 
which we wrote you about on Aug. 
24, got under way Sunday night, 
Sept. 5. After observing the events 
for several nights we find them to 
be purely bull fight demonstrations 
and not worthy of broacasting. 

No Mexican fighting bulls are 
used. As a substitute, a semi-vicious 
grade of rodeo steers are put in the 
arena much to the dismay of the 
toreadors and matadors, to say 
nothing of the crowds. It will be 
impossible to get Mexican fighting 
bulls here due to a quarantine of 21 
days for all live-stock at the border. 
By that time the scheduled fights 
will be over. Further the humane 
societies and other objectors have 
prohibited the use of banderillas and 
the kill, the latter simulated by the 
matador who uses a blunt wooden 
stick. 

So you can see there would be 
little use of attempting a broadcast. 

Ralph W. Nimmons, 
Program Director, WFAA. 


Hunting Clara Hunter 
New York, Sept. 10. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


I write to inquire if your ‘morgue’ 
or other files make mention of the 
name of Clara Hunter, who was on 
the stage during the period 1890- 
1910. She may have previously ap- 
peared on the English stage for she 
often described herself as a corre- 
spondent for the London Times. Ef- 
forts were first made to trace her in 
1911 and then abandoned. As she or 
her heirs would be beneficially inter- 
ested in the matter with which I am 
concerned I thought to enlist your 
aid. Perhaps you can bring this 
letter to the attention of some real 
old timer who would be likely to re- 
call her and her antecedents. 


Bernard Cowen, Att’y, 
(225 B'way, N. Y. C.) 





Nat'l Federation Explains 
New York, Sept. 10. 
Editor, Variety: 


Through some misunderstanding 
the impression prevails that The Na- 
tional Civic Federation will sponsor 
a theatrical production for the bene- 
fit of unemployed actors. This is 
for the purpose of correcting that 
misapprehension. 

The Federation had extended the 
courtesy of its office facilities to the 
WPA Workers National Committee 
which had such a project in con- 
templation. We have no official con- 
nection with this committee and have 
simply extended the hospitality of 
our quarters to aid them as dismissed 
workers in their endeavors to help 
themselves. I am informed that the 
theatrical project has been aban- 
doned by that committee. 


Ralph M. Easley, 


(Chairman Executive Council) 


It’s An Old Story 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Boston, Sept. 8. 
In regard to the story in the 
last issue of Variety, I would like to 
call your attention to the fact that 
WNAC and WAAB in Boston have 
had permanent lines (not a part-time 
line) to New York for considerably 


of the total will go to these sources 
or $2,375,000. Theatres and night 
clubs are figured to attract $1,000,000 
as a result of the conven- 
tion. This represents more than 16% 
of the total. Actual outlay for 
meals, whether in cafes, hotels or 
niteries, is expected to take approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 more. Miscel- 
laneous expenditures are tabbed at 
$600,000. 

Police department is expected to 
get a good workout preliminary to 
handling vast throngs expecied for 
N. Y. World's Fair two years hence, 
with the task of handling the antici- 
pated enormous crowds rated as the 
biggest policing task the department 
has handled. With late reservations 
pouring into the hands of the Ameri- 
can Legion housing committee, the 
convention of Legionnaires is ex- 
pected to test definitely whether or 
not Manhattan has sufficient rooms 


\for the forthcoming World's Fair. It 


should prove a thorough testing be- 
cause no one week of the New York 
exposition is expected to draw as 
many as will crowd into N. Y. for 
the gathering this month. 

It is figured that possible hotel 
and housing shortages will be dis- 
cerned during the convention and 
plans to increase accommodations 
will be made in ample time for the 
fair year. 

One committee with police aid has 
been checking up on alleged clip 
joints and other wet spots under 
suspicion. All such places will be 
under careful scrutiny and com- 
plaints from Legionnaires will result 
in summary police action. The 
mayor’s orders are to give the ex- 
service men and their kin every 
courtesy. 

Theatres report increasing orders 
for tickets but in some _ instances 
cancellations have already been re- 
ceived, prospective visitors expiain- 
ing that they had not been able to 
secure hotel reservations. Indicated 
that the more sturdy Legionnaires 
who have similarly found difficulty 
in securing housing at their price, 
will resort to other spots within the 
metropolitan area, 


Product Deals 


(Continued from page 2) 
Friedl, who operates for Par in the 
n.w., closed his buy in New York 
with George J. Schaefer and A. W. 
Smith, Jr., while Smith went to 
Detroit to sign with Trendle. Deals 
with Fox-West Coast and the large 
Saenger circuit in the south are in 
work. 

Warners has sold the M. A. Light- 
man circuit in Tennessee, Arkansas 
and Mississippi 100%, including 
shorts and trailers, for the 1937-38 
season. Lightman closed the deal 
in New York with representatives 
of WB. Another contract set by 
Warners is with the Interstate chain 
of New England. Ben Kalmenson, 
eastern district manager for War- 
ners, signed this one up. 

Monogram has sold Warners’ up- 
state N. Y. circuit; the Schine peo; 
ple in 10 situations, also upstate, and 
the Smalley chain, which has 10 
towns in New York state. 

Grand National product for the 
coming year will go into Harry 
Brandt’s houses on Broadway, either 
the Globe or Central. The Globe 
has been $2-ing since last spring 
with attractions including ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ ‘Road Back’ and ‘Souls at 
Sea,’ latter closing Sunday night 
(19). 

‘The Shadow Strikes,’ which went 
into the Central Saturday (18) and 
the Cagney musical, ‘Something to 
Sing About,” into the Globe Sept. 20, 
are the GN starters under the deal 
with Brandt. 

Hunter Perry, Virginia Par part- 
ner, and M. A. Lightman, Par’s 
Tennessee - Arkansas - Mississippi as- 
sociate, are in New York discuss ng 
picture deals and other matters. 




















over a year and have piped several | 
programs for audition purposes. | 
Therefore, the plan you mention as | 
new for WNBF is very old history 
to us. 





John Shephard, 3rd, | 
(President, Yankee Network). | 


Perry may add a couple houses in 
Virginia if details can be worked 
out. 

Fox-West Coast has closed a deal 
for Republic product. Pact gives cir- 
cuit first runs in San Francisco and 
Oakland, and second and subsequent 
showings in the Los Angeles are”. 
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IS IT GOOD BUSINESS 
10 BUY COSTLIER TOBACCOS 
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Camels are the Largest-Selling 
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“I have taken my share of | Think of what this means! The greatest pleasure for the | “Fordizestion’s sake— = 
big fish—marlin and tuna. smoke Camels,’ is @ ga en 
Iknow whatarod-and-reel | greatest number of smokers ever given by any cigarette | ‘le with me.I think it ti 
contest with these heavy —- is grand how Camels w 
fighters does to a man’s : < : help me enjoy my food | 
energy. When I’ve gotten ND this didn’t happen by chance. | dollars more for costlier tobaccos | no matterhowtenseI ec 
a big fellow safely landed, Camels are the largest-selling cig- | “good business.” — be.SmokingCam- “ = 
~~ rer: = = ci arette in America—and in the world Millions have given Camels the sever- 94 pe agate yearbed i. s 
: quickly gives me an invig- | —because people can and do appreciate | est test—smoked them steadily —and | food. And another thing, Camels do not irri- | bed 
orating ‘lift’” (Signed) REX BEACH, costlier tobaccos. Smokers have learned | have found that Camels open the door rrogens eg, seicinia tiie ae 
famous novelist and sportsman ° i ARD, M 
that they can trust those finer tobaccos | for full, natural smoke enjoyment. If RiistinPiniveanietin mation ee - 
in Camels to give them more of what | you are not a Camel smoker, try them, th 
«“ ’ ; ™ . . . > 
Pore lang sar they want in smoking. And that makes | And see if you, too, don’t find vastly i mn 
én Wakediir nadia Camel's policy of spending millions of | more pleasure in Camel’s costlier tobaccos. smoker. Camels are differ- Vv: 
I smoke nothing ent. I find that they have th 
else. So many of the the mildness I demand in Pi 
girls in our crowd “No wonder so many billiard a cigarette. When I say 
feel the way I do champicns, myself included, that Camels don’t frazzle 
about Camel’s being prefer Camels. I've smoked my nerves it means a lot.” E 
extra-gentle to the Camels for a long time. I can (Signed) LEE GEHL- 
throat.” say that it was a happy day BACH, famous test pilot 


(Signed) JOSELYN LIBBY, 
private secretary 


for me when I turned to 
Camels. For I found I could 
smoke a lot—all I want to— 








“Camels? I smoke ’em 

























*T can tell Camels are | and never have ‘edgy’ nerves. all I've a mind to, day 
made from mighty fire | I want to compliment Camels on their mild- in and day out. My *% 9 
tobaccos. There’s a sight | ness!” (Signed) WILLIE HOPPE, throat is easily irritated, se 

# more goodness in’em for famous billiard champion but Camels, being SO €X- \ th 
one thing—real natural f ceptionally mild, never & Hi 
flavor that doesn’t tire have fey yrheapmage-e 7 
my taste. I wouldn’t be sure do hit the spo 3 
patio on the high seas ENJOY walka mile fora Camel!” te 

ithout 1 f ’ (Signed) y 
" Comet No Prag token BENNY GOODMAN’S CHARLES CHASE, locomotive engineer 
come in handy, too, at the table. I like my SWING BAND 


Camels at mealtimes, They help my diges- 
tion keep on an even keel.” 
(Signed) GEORGE BUCKINGHAM, 


ship’s engineer 


“TIT love the taste of a 
Camel. They’re somild. 
Even after steady 
smoking I notice no 
Scigaretty’ after-taste.” 
(Signed) 

MRS. ANTHONY J. 

DREXEL 3p. 





Geprright, 1987, R. J. Reynolds Tobacco ( mnpany, Winston-Salem, NM. 6, 


for a full half-hour! 


Tune in Benny’s popular swing- 
sters—hear his famous trio and 
quartette. Tuesdays at 8:30 pm 
E.S.T. (9:30 pm E.D.S.T.), 
7:30 pm C. S. T., 6:30 pm 
M.S. T., 5:30 pm P. S. T., over 
WABC-Columbia Network. 




























COSTLIER TOBACCOS 
IN A MATCHLESS BLEND! 


Camels are a matchless blend of finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS—Turkish 
and Domestic. The skillful blending of leaf 
with leaf brings out the full, delicate flavor 
and mildness of these choice tobaccos. 








